Econ 829: The Economics of Institutions
Fall 2023: Professor John V.C. Nye (jnye@gmu.edu)
The required books are Gary Miller’s Managerial Dilemmas and Olson’s The Rise and
Decline of Nations. The rest of the material comes from journal articles. This list is just a
basic starting point and papers will be added as deemed necessary. Students are fully
responsible for any additional readings assigned in class.
Grades will be based on a required paper due by 5 pm on Thursday, December 7, 2023
as well as a class presentation on Thursday, November 30, 2023. Both a hard copy
left in my mailbox or mailed to my Carow Hall office, and an emailed file in Word
Format are required. It should not exceed 20 double-spaced pages (normal margins,
12 point, Times Roman font). **Topics must be pre-approved and should normally
have an empirical component, usually an econometric test or a well-specified case
study.**
My office hours in Carow 5A are from Wed 1:30 to 3 pm or by appt. via email.
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