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Professor Stephen Robertson 
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This research seminar focuses on histories of law and its use, defined broadly to 
encompass any topic which intersects with criminal and civil law and their 
enforcement in order to give students scope to choose topics which matter to 
them. The example articles discussed in the course illustrate what students could 
choose to research, ranging from studies of prominent cases to examples of 
specific crimes, from the development of legal categories and the reporting of 
crime in the media to the nature of FBI investigations, from murder and sex crime 
to school dress codes and racial segregation in railroad cars. 
 
The goal of the class is to have students write an article-length (7,500-10,000 word) 
research paper based on primary sources that makes an original contribution to 
the historiography. By the end of the class, you will understand what it takes to 
produce an article for publication in a scholarly journal: how to choose a topic, 
frame a research question, identify relevant primary and secondary sources, trace 
the questions and debates in the existing research, situate a project’s contribution 
to that literature, construct an argument that draws on primary and secondary 
sources, and incorporate feedback from other historians. I have modeled this class 
on those taught by Professors Schrag, Zagarri and Lair. 
 
Readings 
The lack of explicit discussions of research practices by historians can make it 
difficult to identify and develop the approaches and skills involved in producing a 
scholarly publication. Helpfully, a new book by GMU Professor Zachary Schrag lays 
out the steps involved in producing historical research, together with examples 
from a wide range of historians. We will use his Princeton Guide to Historical 
Research as a starting point for our discussions and a reference for the process of 
writing a research paper. 

- Zachary Schrag, The Princeton Guide to Historical Research (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2021) – available as an e-book through the GMU 
library: 
http://mutex.gmu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?dir
ect=true&db=nlebk&AN=2662138&site=ehost-live&ebv=EB&ppid=pp_Cover  

 



Writing for publication in historical journals involves following the required style of 
a journal. The most widely used format in historical scholarship is Chicago style. 
Your final paper will be required to follow that style. An electronic copy of the most 
recent edition of the Chicago Manual of Style is available through the GMU library 

- Chicago Manual of Style - https://www-chicagomanualofstyle-
org.mutex.gmu.edu/book/ed17/frontmatter/toc.html  

- Citation Quick Guide: 
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-
1.html  

 
There is a variety of software available to help you use and change citation styles. I 
recommend that you use Zotero, free software developed here at GMU. It allows 
you to grab citation information available online, generate citations in a range of 
different styles based on that information and insert those citations into Word or 
Google documents. Zotero also provides a place to collect and organize pdf files of 
publications (with cloud storage) and to take notes from those files either manually 
or by highlighting and extracting text. 

- Zotero - https://www.zotero.org/  
- University Libraries provides unlimited Zotero cloud storage for students, 

faculty and staff—make sure that you register with your Mason email 
address when you sign up for the free cloud-based storage. 

 
Course organization 
 
We will spend the first half of the course working through the process of developing 
a research project, with classes focused on research questions, finding primary and 
secondary sources, tracing the existing literature and analyzing primary sources. In 
each of those classes we will look at example articles as models for how you might 
construct your research paper. As you move through that process, you will produce 
first a proposal and then an outline for your research paper. You will present the 
proposal to the class and discuss the outline with a small group of your classmates. 
Both those classes are an opportunity to get additional feedback in additional to 
the comments that I will provide. 
 
Small groups 
You will work in groups of 3-4 for part of most classes. Small groups provide 
additional opportunities to share your responses to the readings, to talk about your 
project (having to describe your ideas and what you are doing to other people can 
help clarify your thinking), to get feedback from historians with different 



perspectives and feedback in addition to what I will provide, and to learn from what 
your classmates are doing. To the extent that it is possible, you’ll be grouped with 
others working on similar topics. 
 
Individual meetings 
Class will not meet every week. On three of the five dates where there is no class 
you will meet individually with me. In most cases we will meet on Zoom; please let 
me know if you want to make other arrangements. You are also welcome to 
schedule additional meetings at any point in the semester. I will be providing 
comments on the work you submit; the meetings are an opportunity to talk 
through those comments and for you to ask questions about the process of 
creating your paper and discuss what you are finding or not finding in your 
research. (On two other class dates we will not meet so you can focus on writing 
your research paper). 
 
Presentations 
Two classes will involve individual presentations, of your proposal for your research 
paper and of your peer review of the draft paper submitted by one member of your 
group.  

- See AHA Guide to Lightning Rounds, https://www.historians.org/annual-
meeting/resources-and-guides/aha-guide-to-lightning-rounds.  

 
Assignments 
 
The grade for this course will be based entirely on your final paper. The other 
assignments will not be graded. They are intended to help you prepare for class 
discussion, and to provide intermediate steps and opportunities for feedback in the 
process of completing your research.  
 
 
Assignment Due dates 
Questions January 24, January 31, February 7, February 28, March 7, 

by 10 AM 
 

Proposal February 13-17, by 6 PM on the day before your individual 
meeting 
 

Thesis & Outline March 14, by 10 AM 
 



Writing Group A: March 28 & April 11, by 10 AM 
Group B: April 4 & April 18, by 10 AM 
 

Draft Group A: April 18, by 10 AM 
Group B: April 25, by 10 AM 
 

Peer Review 1. Thesis & outline: March 21, by 10 AM 
2. Assigned draft: 

- Group A: April 25, by 10 AM 
- Group B: May 2, by 10 AM 

 
Final Paper May 15, by midnight 

 
 
Questions 
In five classes we will look at example articles as models for how you might 
construct your research paper. Our focus is on the form of the articles, how they 
are framed and organized, not their topics. We will focus on different elements of 
the article form in each of these classes. In preparation for each class you will 
answer a series of questions about the example articles. This assignment aims to 
help ensure you process the readings and spend some time thinking about them 
rather than just reading and taking notes.  
 
Proposal 
A proposal provides a plan for your research that describes your assumptions, 
questions and approach to finding answers. It provides an opportunity for feedback 
and can help you identify unexpected sources and information., and if needed, 
change your focus and approach. 
 
Your proposal should include: 

1. A title 
2. A one paragraph description of your topic 
3. The chronological and geographic scope of the topic 
4. The actors - individuals, groups, institutions 
5. A set of primary sources 
6. At least 5 secondary sources 

 
 
 



Thesis & outline 
An outline is a map of a work that can be updated as your project evolves. It 
organizes your work into sections that help you highlight your key findings and 
identify manageable writing tasks. As Schrag points out, the most useful approach 
is the ‘full sentence outline,” which provides the claims to be made and supported 
by evidence, not just the topics to be covered. Crafting a sentence clarifies your 
interpretation; listing the topic leaves that work still to be done and does not make 
clear how different sections relate to each other. 
 
Your 2-page outline must feature: 

1. A thesis statement: A research question informed by historiography and an 
interpretive thesis that answers that question 

2. 3-5 main sections, with a thesis for each (each will represent about 12-15 
paragraphs of your paper). If you can’t offer claims for your sections, include 
the questions you hope each section will answer 

 
Writing 
The key to completing a paper in one semester is time management and 
maintaining forward progress. In each of the weeks that class does meet so you can 
focus on writing you are required to submit a draft section of your paper, ideally 
around 12 paragraphs in length. These deadlines are intended to help keep you on 
track to complete your paper by the deadlines and to give me an opportunity to 
provide feedback on your work in progress. 
 
Draft 
The draft you submit should be as complete and polished as possible and include 
correctly formatted notes and a bibliography. The more complete the draft, the 
more useful the feedback you will receive on it from both me and the member of 
the class assigned to do a peer review. 
 
Peer Review 
Review by other historians is part of the process of scholarly publication. Academic 
journals solicit reviews of submitted articles from historians who have published 
research on the topic of those articles. Those reviewers are asked to assess the 
strength of the article’s argument, the extent to which the primary sources support 
that interpretation and the contribution it makes to the existing literature on the 
topic. Expert knowledge about the topic of an article allows a reader to provide 
particularly well-informed assessments, but anyone with knowledge of historical 
practice can assess how well an argument is constructed, supported by evidence, 



and related to the historiography – and each reader brings a unique perspective 
that can benefit an author. 
 
Peer review involves summarizing a work as well as critiquing it. That summary 
distills the article for an editor and gives an author a sense of whether they have 
conveyed their thesis and interpretation effectively. 
 
In critiquing the draft, assess the extent to which the primary source research is 
sufficient to answer the question (is there enough evidence?) and how effectively it 
supports the author’s thesis (how relevant are the sources to the question and to 
what extent do they fit the author’s analysis of them?). Also assess how the author 
relates their thesis to the secondary literature (have they identified what other 
scholars have said and what new their paper contributes to that literature). Finally, 
assess the style, structure and organization of the article: is it written clearly and 
organized logically, with connections and transitions between the different 
sections? You should identify both strengths and weaknesses in the draft in each of 
those areas and suggest ways the draft might be improved. 
 

- See the Instructions for Reviewers for the Journal of African American History 
(JAAH) [handout] & COPE Ethical Guidelines for Peer Reviewers (2013), 
http://publicationethics.org/files/Ethical_guidelines_for_peer_reviewers_0.pdf  

 
Final Paper 
The final paper must be between 7,500 and 10,000 words in length, excluding notes 
and bibliography. It must present a clear research question that is related to the 
secondary literature on the topic, an interpretive thesis that answers that question 
and an analysis of primary sources organized to support that interpretation. Most 
of your footnotes, especially in the body of the paper, should reference primary 
sources. 
 
The paper must conform to the notes-and-bibliography system of the Chicago 
Manual of Style. All papers must include a bibliography. It should be divided into 
primary and secondary sources unless that does not make sense for your topic. 
 
Grading rubric for the final paper 
 

o A: Original findings about a topic of significance, based on primarily on 
research in primary sources, presented in a form comparable to a 



scholarly journal article. Demonstrated correction, complication, or 
addition to existing scholarship on the general subject. 

 
o A-. An original research question, an explanation of how that question 

engages with previous scholarship, an interpretive thesis, and solid 
primary research to support the thesis. Clear organization and writing. 
Citation conforms to The Chicago Manual of Style. 

 
o B+. Excellent research without a clear thesis, or a clear argument 

insufficiently supported by research, or good research and argument 
insufficiently connected to previous scholarship. Goes beyond existing 
scholarship. May have some defects of style or citation. 

 
o B. Significant research effort and accuracy, but no interpretive argument. 

Or a clear interpretation based on secondary sources but lacking 
engagement with and critical reading of primary sources. Or engages 
previous scholarship only to confirm it; does not advance our 
understanding. 

 
o B- or below: significant defects; does not meet the standards expected of 

graduate work. 
 
 
Schedule 
 

1. [January 24] Research Questions 
Framing a question requires engaging with both primary and secondary sources, 
moving between them to identify topics and what sources related to those topics 
are available, between what historians have said about topics and what sources 
say. 

 
Readings: 

a. Zachary Schrag, The Princeton Guide to Historical Research (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2021), 39-64. 
 

b. Adrian Bingham, “‘It Would Be Better for the Newspapers to Call a 
Spade a Spade’: The British Press and Child Sexual Abuse, c. 1918–90,” 
History Workshop Journal, 88 (Autumn 2019): 89-110. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/hwj/dbz006. 



c. William M. Meier, “Going on the Hoist: Women, Work, and Shoplifting 
in London, ca. 1890—1940,” Journal of British Studies 50, no. 2 (2011): 
410–33. 
https://login.mutex.gmu.edu/login?url=https://www.jstor.org/stable/23
265318  

d. Andrew W. Cohen, “The Racketeer’s Progress: Commerce, Crime, and 
the Law in Chicago, 1900-1940,” Journal of Urban History 29, no. 5 (July 
2003): 575–96. https://doi.org/10.1177/0096144203029005004. 

 
Questions: (due by 10 AM on the day of class): 
For each of the three articles: 
- Identify the actors (individuals, groups, institutions) in the article: whose 

story does the historian tell (the main 3-4 actors)? Who isn’t in the story or 
gets only a minor role? 

- Identify the geographical and chronological scope of the article. When is 
the main action? How much prologue and epilogue does the historian 
include? 

- What question does the article address? Which of the dialectics Schrag 
described [56-64] does it fit? 

 
2. [January 31] Sources   

No matter how good your question, it will not result in a work of scholarship 
unless you can find sources that offer an answer to the question. 

 
Readings 

a. Zachary Schrag, The Princeton Guide to Historical Research (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2021), 103-171 
 

b. Joan Sangster, “The Meanings of Mercy: Wife Assault and Spousal 
Murder in Post-Second World War Canada,” Canadian Historical Review 
97, no. 4 (December 2016): 513–45. 
https://doi.org/10.3138/chr.Sangster. 

c. Gael Graham, “Flaunting the Freak Flag: Karr v. Schmidt and the Great 
Hair Debate in American High Schools, 1965-1975,” Journal of American 
History 91, no. 2 (September 1, 2004): 522. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/3660710. 

d. Andrea Tone, “Black Market Birth Control: Contraceptive 
Entrepreneurship and Criminality in the Gilded Age.” Journal of 



American History 87, no. 2 (September 2000): 435–59. https://academic-
oup-com.mutex.gmu.edu/jah/article/87/2/435/748558. 

 
Questions (due by 10 AM on the day of class): 
For each of the three articles: 
- Identify the actors (individuals, groups, institutions) in the article: whose 

story does the historian tell (the main 3-4 actors)? Who isn’t in the story or 
gets only a minor role? 

- Identify the main sets of sources used in the article. Which sources tell the 
story of which sets of actors? 

 
3. [February 7] Historiography  

A piece of scholarship involves more than just analyzing a set of sources; it 
requires connecting the analysis to the interpretations offered by other historians 
and showing what it contributes to how we understand a topic. In other words, 
you need an answer to the question, “So What?” 
 

a. Zachary Schrag, The Princeton Guide to Historical Research (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2021), 65-99; 289-90. 
 

b. Michael J. Pfeifer, “At the Hands of Parties Unknown? The State of the 
Field of Lynching Scholarship,” Journal of American History 101, no. 3 
(December 1, 2014): 832–46. https://doi.org/10.1093/jahist/jau640. 
 

c. Amanda I. Seligman, “‘But Burn—No’: The Rest of the Crowd in Three 
Civil Disorders in 1960s Chicago,” Journal of Urban History 37, no. 2 
(March 1, 2011): 230–55. https://doi.org/10.1177/0096144210391595. 

d. Barbara Y. Welke, “When All the Women Were White, and All the Blacks 
Were Men: Gender, Class, Race, and the Road to Plessy, 1855–1914,” 
Law and History Review 13, no. 2 (1995): 261–316. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/743861. 

 
Questions (due by 10 AM on the day of class): 
- Identify the criteria and topics that Pfeifer uses to group and organize the 

historiography of lynching 
- For Seligman and Welke: 

- Identify what the authors claim is new about their approach 
[Schrag, 90-93] 



- Identify how and where in their articles the authors locate their 
research in relation to the existing scholarship [Schrag, 289-90] 

 
- After class: Submit a draft proposal no later than 6:00 PM on the day before 

your individual meeting 
 

4. [February 14] Individual Meetings  
 

5. [February 21] Proposal 
 

a. Your proposal should include: 
i. A title 
ii. A one paragraph description of your topic 
iii. The chronological and geographic scope of the topic 
iv. The actors - individuals, groups, institutions 
v. A set of primary courses 
vi. At least 5 secondary sources 

 
b. Oral presentation of proposals (5-10 minutes) 

i. Plan to talk about the existing scholarship, your research 
question, your main characters, and the primary sources you 
will use 

 
6. [February 28] Reading Primary Sources 

 
a. Zachary Schrag, The Princeton Guide to Historical Research (Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 2021), 208-224. 
 

Questions (due by 10 AM on the day of class): 
- Identify how sources are interpreted in Adrian Bingham, “‘It Would Be 

Better for the Newspapers to Call a Spade a Spade’” & “Gael Graham, 
“Flaunting the Freak Flag” (Week 2) 

- Where do Bingham & Graham use pattern recognition to analyze primary 
sources [Schrag 208-212]? Where do Bingham & Graham use critical 
reading to analyze primary sources [Schrag, 213-222]? 
 

 
7. [March 7] Making arguments: from topics to stating claims 

 



a. Zachary Schrag, The Princeton Guide to Historical Research (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2021), 276-308. 
 

b. Reverse outline Andrea Tone’s “Black Market Birth Control.” See 
Schrag, 304-307 for an example (due by 10 AM on the day of class) 

i. Note that Schrag builds his reverse outline using sentences 
taken from the article, topic sentences that “summarize claims 
fleshed out in multiple paragraphs” rather than the sentences at 
the start of each section. 

 
After class: Submit the thesis and outline of your research paper by 10 AM on 
March 14.  

 
8. March 14 - Spring Break 

 
9. [March 21] Thesis and outline 

 
a. Read the outlines submitted by the other members of your group and 

for each write a paragraph about each of the following topics (due by 
10 AM on the day of class): 

i. Thesis statement: Has the author posed a clear research 
question informed by historiography? Has the author offered an 
interpretive thesis that answers the question? 

ii. Organization: Has the author divided the project into logical 
sections by time or theme? Is the amount of space for each 
topic appropriate, or do some topics need more attention, and 
some less? 

iii. One or more sections that might require special care 
 

10.  [March 28] Individual Meetings [Group A, in regular class time] 
a. Draft writing (& revised outline if necessary) due by 10 AM on day of 

meeting 
 

11.  [April 4] Individual Meetings [Group B, in regular class time] 
a. Draft writing (& revised outline if necessary) due by 10 AM on day of 

meeting 
 

12.  [April 11] Individual Meetings [Group A, in regular class time] 



a. Draft writing (& revised outline if necessary) due by 10 AM on day of 
meeting 

 
13.  [April 18] Individual Meetings [Group B, in regular class time] 

a. Draft writing (& revised outline if necessary) due by 10 AM on day of 
meeting [Group B] 

b. Complete draft due by 10 AM on day of class [Group A] 
 

14.  [April 25] Peer review - Group A  
a. Complete draft due by 10 AM on day of class [Group B] 

 
- Group A: Present the draft assigned to you and your critique 

 
15.  [May 2] Peer Review - Group B 

 
- Group B: Present the draft assigned to you and your critique 

 
 
University Policies 
 
Important Dates 

• Last day to add classes—all individualized sections — forms due January 30, 
2023 

• Last day to drop with no tuition penalty — February 6, 2023 
• Final Drop Deadline (50% tuition penalty) — February 13, 2023 
• Unrestricted Withdrawal period (100% tuition, W grade) — February 14-

February 27, 2023 
 
Academic Integrity 
All George Mason University students have agreed to abide by the letter and the 
spirit of the Honor Code: “not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, and/or lie in matters related 
to academic work.” If you are uncertain what that policy covers, see the information 
provided by the Office of Academic Integrity. All violations of the Honor Code will be 
reported to the Honor Committee for review. 
 
If you are copying and pasting text that someone else wrote, you might be 
plagiarizing. Pasted or manually retyped text is not plagiarized only when all of the 
following three conditions are true: 1) the pasted text is surrounded by quotation 
marks or set off as a block quote, and 2) the pasted text is attributed in your text to 



its author and its source (e.g., “As Jane Smith writes on her blog . . . “), and 3) the 
pasted text is cited in a footnote, endnote, and/or a bibliography (e.g., “Smith, Jane. 
Smith Stuff. Blog. Available http://smithstuff.wordpress.com. Accessed August 1, 
2012.”) 
 
Disability Accommodations 
Disability Services at George Mason University is committed to providing equitable 
access to learning opportunities for all students by upholding the laws that ensure 
equal treatment of people with disabilities. If you are seeking accommodations for 
this class, please first visit http://ds.gmu.edu/ for detailed information about the 
Disability Services registration process. Then please discuss your approved 
accommodations with me.  

- Disability Services is located in Student Union Building I (SUB I), Suite 2500. 
Email: ods@gmu.edu | Phone: (703) 993-2474 

 
Diversity Policy 
George Mason University promotes a living and learning environment for 
outstanding growth and productivity among its students, faculty, and staff. Through 
its curriculum, programs, policies, procedures, services, and resources, Mason 
strives to maintain a quality environment for work, study and personal growth. The 
Mason Diversity Statement can be found at http://ctfe.gmu.edu/professional-
development/mason-diversity-statement/. 
 
Sexual Harassment, Sexual Misconduct, and Interpersonal Violence 
George Mason University is committed to providing a learning, living and working 
environment that is free from discrimination and a campus that is free of sexual 
misconduct and other acts of interpersonal violence in order to promote 
community well-being and student success. We encourage students who believe 
that they have been sexually harassed, assaulted or subjected to sexual misconduct 
to seek assistance and support. University Policy 1202: Sexual Harassment and 
Misconduct speaks to the specifics of Mason’s process, the resources, and the 
options available to students. 
 
As a faculty member and designated “Responsible Employee,” I am required to 
report all disclosures of sexual assault, interpersonal violence, and stalking to 
Mason’s Title IX Coordinator per university policy 1412. If you wish to speak with 
someone confidentially, please contact the Student Support and Advocacy 
Center (703–380–1434) or Counseling and Psychological Services (703–993–2380). 



You may also seek assistance from Mason’s Title IX Coordinator (703–993–8730; 
titleix@gmu.ed 
 
Student Privacy 
Students must use their MasonLive email account to receive important University 
information, including messages related to this class. See Mason Live 
(http://masonlive.gmu.edu) for more information. 
 
All course materials posted to Blackboard or other course site are private to this 
class; by federal law, any materials that identify specific students (via their name, 
voice, or image) must not be shared with anyone not enrolled in this class. 
 
Student Services 

• Writing Center < http://writingcenter.gmu.edu > (703-993-1200) 
• Ask A Librarian < http://library.gmu.edu/ask > 
• Counseling and Psychological Services < http://caps.gmu.edu > (703-993-

2380) 
 
 
  



Finding a topic 
 
Your research paper needs to explore a narrow topic using primary sources and 
make an original contribution to the historiography. That means in defining your 
topic you need a question that has not already been answered in the 
historiography and sources that answer that question. Identifying that question 
requires going back and forth between the historiography and what sources you 
can find. Sometimes finding a good set of sources that do not contain what you 
expected can provide a question: why do the sources cover what they do, not what 
you expected them to? 
 
Common questions in historical research on law and crime focus on: 

• a specific case or event for which there are extensive sources  
• a category of crime in specific time periods and locations  
• specific laws or a category of laws as they are promoted, debated, adopted, 

implemented or challenged 
• agencies and individuals involved in policing and prosecuting breaches of the 

law 
• concepts, texts and individuals that influence the law 

 
In terms of scope, your topic needs to be limited to what you can research and 
analyze in a semester and discuss in 7,500-10,000 words (the typical length of an 
article in a historical journal). Typical approaches to narrowing a topic are to limit 
the timespan you research, the context or locations you examine, and the set of 
sources that you use. 
 
You do not need a new question or topic for your research paper to contribute to 
the historiography. You can ask a question in a different context; if there is a study 
focused on New York City, you could shift the focus to Chicago; or if there is study 
of how one newspaper reported a crime, event or issue, you could shift the focus to 
another newspaper. You can also ask different questions of the same source, 
addressing the role of different groups or different topics than other studies that 
have used the source. You can also focus your questions on a source or set of 
sources, considering them as whole rather than for what they tell you about a 
particular topic or looking at the form and style of the source. 
 
For more on shaping and refining questions, see Zachary Schrag, The Princeton 
Guide to Historical Research (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2021), 39-64. 



(available online through the GMU library) [We will discuss this chapter in the first 
class] 
 
If you’re looking for possible topics, skim the entries in the overviews listed below.  
 
For secondary sources, the America: History & Life or Historical Abstracts are the best 
place to start. Make sure you limit the search results to articles; the footnotes of 
those articles will help you identify books on a topic. 
 
I’ve also listed some of the range of primary sources available through the GMU 
library (they are US-focused; there are other databases of material from non-US 
sources that you can also consult). I’ve also included some resources from the open 
web. 
 
 
Overviews 
 
The Oxford Handbook of the History of Crime and Criminal Justice (2016) 
https://doi-org.mutex.gmu.edu/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199352333.001.0001 
 
The Oxford Companion to American Law (2002) - https://ebookcentral-proquest-
com.mutex.gmu.edu/lib/gmu/reader.action?docID=5763560&ppg=6  
 
The Social History of Crime and Punishment in America: An Encyclopedia (2012) - 
https://sk-sagepub-com.mutex.gmu.edu/reference/socialhistory-crime-punishment  
 
 
Secondary Sources 
 

- America: History & Life - https://web-p-ebscohost-
com.mutex.gmu.edu/ehost/search/advanced?vid=0&sid=e1596652-e2d5-
4562-b100-8c88173db69f%40redis  

- Historical Abstracts (non-US) - https://web-p-ebscohost-
com.mutex.gmu.edu/ehost/search/advanced?vid=0&sid=92d41152-22a2-
4585-878e-630adf4a9479%40redis  

o Note: As well as non-peer-reviewed publications, these databases 
include scholarship from disciplines other than history, generally law 
review articles and social science articles. These publications can 
provide useful information but they use different approaches and 



follow different disciplinary conventions than those for historical 
scholarship which you will be following in this course – so they are not 
useful as models for your research essay. 

- The footnotes of books and articles on the topic you are researching  
o These will provide both primary sources and secondary sources 

published before that publication – so for secondary sources, the more 
recent the publication the more useful for tracing the historiography 
of a topic. 

- Google Scholar - https://scholar.google.com/  
o If you enter a book or an article on your topic, the database will show 

you articles and books that cite that publication, which can be a 
shortcut for identifying historiography published after a book or an 
article. 

 
Primary Sources 

- The Making of Modern law 
o Primary Sources 1620-1970 - https://go-gale-

com.mutex.gmu.edu/ps/start.do?p=MMLP&u=arli17215  
o Legal Treatises 1800-1926 - https://go-gale-

com.mutex.gmu.edu/ps/start.do?p=MOML&u=viva_gmu  
o Trials 1600–1926 - https://go-gale-

com.mutex.gmu.edu/ps/dispBasicSearch.do?userGroupName=arli172
15&prodId=MMLT  

o US Supreme Court Records & Briefs 1832-1978 - https://go-gale-
com.mutex.gmu.edu/ps/start.do?p=SCRB&u=viva_gmu  

o Foreign, Comparative & International Law 1600-1926 - https://go-gale-
com.mutex.gmu.edu/ps/start.do?p=MMLF&u=viva_gmu  

- HeinOnline [Statutes, caselaw and legal periodicals] - https://heinonline-
org.mutex.gmu.edu/HOL/Welcome  

- Caselaw Access Project - https://case.law/  
 

- ProQuest Congressional [includes Congressional hearings on issues ranging 
from juvenile delinquency to organized crime to the FBI] - 
https://congressional-proquest-
com.mutex.gmu.edu/congressional/search/basic/basicsearch  

 
- FBI files  



o Federal Surveillance of African Americans, 1920-1984 - https://go-gale-
com.mutex.gmu.edu/ps/aboutThisCollection?userGroupName=viva_g
mu&inPS=true&mCode=3ENB&prodId=GDSC 

o American Indian Movement and Native American Radicalism - 
https://go-gale-
com.mutex.gmu.edu/ps/aboutThisCollection?userGroupName=viva_g
mu&inPS=true&mCode=3HGB&prodId=GDSC  

o Greensboro Massacre, 1979 - https://go-gale-
com.mutex.gmu.edu/ps/aboutThisCollection?userGroupName=viva_g
mu&inPS=true&mCode=4WXE&prodId=GDSC  

o FBI Records: The Vault - https://vault.fbi.gov/  
 

- Freedmen's Bureau Records Relating to Murders and Outrages 1865-1868: 
https://www.freedmensbureau.com/outrages.htm  

- ProQuest History Vault: NAACP Papers (multiple collections) 
- Fight for Racial Justice and the Civil Rights Congress 1946-1955 - https://go-

gale-
com.mutex.gmu.edu/ps/aboutThisCollection?userGroupName=viva_gmu&in
PS=true&mCode=5888&prodId=GDSC  

 
- Newspapers  

o ProQuest Historical Newspapers [26 newspapers] - https://www-
proquest-
com.mutex.gmu.edu/?accountid=14541&selectids=1007272,1006744,1
005676,1009208,10000279,1005879,1006442,10000285,1009158,1005
877,1008595,1005670,1005878,1009159,1006056,10000284,10000294,
1006151,1006091,1007871,1006360,1006051,1005685,1007154,10063
59  

o Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, most 1777-1922 
(Library of Congress) - https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/  

o American Underworld: The Flash Press - Crime, Scandal, and Blackmail 
Papers of the Nineteenth Century - https://infoweb-newsbank-
com.mutex.gmu.edu/apps/readex/welcome?p=HN-UNFP  

o Newspapers.com ($) - https://www.newspapers.com/  
- Readers Guide to Periodical Literature (1890-1982) - https://web-s-ebscohost-

com.mutex.gmu.edu/ehost/search/advanced?vid=0&sid=2b887388-8d63-
4fc5-a31e-608110a6f98d%40redis  

 
- Digital Public Library of America - https://dp.la/  



- HathiTrust - https://www.hathitrust.org/  
- Library of Congress Digital Collections - https://www.loc.gov/collections/  
- Famous Trials - https://famous-trials.com/  

 


