
Bioethics (PHIL 309 Section DL1)

Syllabus, Spring 2023, Online synchronous

January 22, 2023

“ Ethics is knowing the difference between what you have a right
to do and what is right to do.” ~ Potter Stewart

Instructor: Dr. Charles A Barclay

Email: cbarcla@gmu.edu
class time: TuTh: 3:00 - 4:15 pm online

Office hours: TuThu: 4:30 - 5:00 pm via zoom

Course Schedule: January 23rd - May 5th

Course Description
This course will meet synchronously on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3-

4:15 pm. This course shows how ethicists help to formulate ethical guidelines
for medical professionals and the public. The guidelines answer questions such
as the following: If drug trials in the developing world benefit patients who
consent to participate, are such trials ethical, even if the same research would
not be allowed in the US? When life-saving health resources are scarce, how
should we determine how they should be allocated?

We will begin by covering basic tools related to reasoning and argumentation
that students will use throughout the course. Next, we will look at four domains
in medicine and health: research ethics and the allocation of scarce medical
resources, kidney sales and donations, and euthanasia and physician-assisted
dying.

By the end of this course, students can expect to be able to:

• Critically evaluate literature relevant to the practice of bioethics in the
domains of research ethics, and the allocation of scarce resources.

• Critique, revise, and refine such an amendment in the way bioethicists do.
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• Demonstrate an ability to grasp and criticize moral arguments regard-
ing research ethics, allocation of scarce resources, markets in organs, and
human enhancement.

• Learn to judge more effectively the quality and consistency of ethical rea-
soning

• Learn to read arguments and understand the reasons for the authors’
conclusions

• Improve ability to form convincing arguments

• Improve ability to present complex ideas clearly and simply

To get the most out of this course, it will be imperative that you do all the
required readings prior to the class meeting that the readings will be discussed.

Course Texts:

All readings are available as PDF files on the Blackboard site for this course.
(Login at https://mymasonportal.gmu.edu/webapps/login/?action=relogin) There
is no textbook. Scheduled readings might change as the course progresses.
Changes will be announced. Please consult Blackboard regularly.

Concerning contact via email:

Please do not expect rapid replies if you email me over the
weekend.

Requirements:

Three exams, three quizzes, one group project

Assignments Topics Percentage Due Date
Exam 1 On research ethics 15% February 21st
Exam 2 On allocation of scarce, 15% March 28th

life-saving resources
Final Exam On Kidney sales & donations 20% TBD

On physician-assisted dying
Individual various topics 10% various dates
presentation
Group project various topics 25% “ ”

Quizzes “ ” 5% “ ”
Class 10% N/A

Participation
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Quizzes

To ensure that students are doing the required readings and un-
derstanding the material, there are three quizzes scheduled for the
semester. Nevertheless, I reserve the right to give additional unan-
nounced quizzes throughout the semester. The quizzes ultimately
will account for 15 percent of the overall grade. Each quiz consists
of a combination of multiple choice and or true or false questions.
Students will have 50 minutes to take the quiz, with a 5-minute grace
period. Students may retake each quiz. However, both the first and
second attempts must be completed on the same day.

Exams

There will be three exams. Each exam will have multiple choice
questions with the addition of an essay question. Approximately 7
days before each exam, I will provide online a list of questions to help
you prepare for the essay questions. The questions will require you
to summarize, compare, and criticize central ethical arguments or
positions defended in readings for the particular part of the course
the exam addresses. The actual exam consists of a subset of the
questions from the list.

Individual Presentations

Students will give a presentation on one of the articles under case
presentations in course content. In the presentation, students must
give a thorough summary of the case, present a moral objection to
an ethical decision or claim made, and explain an alternative course
of action or an alternative claim. Presentations should be between
10 - 15 minutes.

Group project presentation

For the group project, each group must propose an amendment on
ethical grounds to an ethical claim or ethical argument on a pre-
selected document. The proposals must show (i) why the ethical
claim that is being objected to is inadequate/harmful/problematic
in times of a pandemic; and (ii), why the proposed amendment is
better. Groups will give a Powerpoint-style presentation of their
proposal prior to submitting their final draft.

Group term paper

For the term paper, students must propose an amendment on ethical
grounds to an ethical claim or ethical argument on any pre-selected
document. The proposals must show (i) why the ethical claim that
is being objected to is inadequate/harmful/problematic in times of a
pandemic; and (ii) why the proposed amendment is better. Students
may write their term paper on units I, II, or III, but not IV. For
unit one, the documents that students may challenge include the
Nuremberg Code and the Declaration of Helsinki. For unit two, the
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documents/files that students may challenge include the complete
lives system by Persad et al., and the evacuation procedure used
in Memorial hospital during hurricane Katrina (Radiolab podcast).
For unit three, document is the Working Group’s on Incentives for
Living Donation Papers are due a week after the unit that the paper
cover ends.

Grading

Your final grade will depend on the percentage you earn of the total
points possible in the class: A+: 97-100; A: 94-96; A-: 90-93;B+:
87-89; B: 84-86; B-: 80-83; C+: 77-79; C: 74-76; C-: 70-73; D+:
67-69; D: 64-66; D-: 60-63. There will be no opportunities for
extra credit. Failure to complete an assignment will result in your
receiving no points (a zero) for that assignment.

Copyright Notice

Class lectures and other materials are copyrighted. They may not
be reproduced for anything other than personal use without written
permission from the instructor. Copyright infringements may be
referred to the Office of Student Conduct.

This syllabus is subject to change

Students will be notified in advance of important changes that could
affect grading, assignments, etc.

Religious Observances

You will not be penalized for a missed assignment that results from
religious observance. However, it is your responsibility to notify
the instructor within the first two days of the start of the semester
regarding any religious observance absence(s) for the entire semester.

Disability Support

Students with a documented disability should inform the instruc-
tors within the add-drop period if academic accommodations will
be needed. NB: You are expected to provide a copy of the Accom-
modations Letter and to obtain your instructor’s signature on the
Acknowledgement of Student Request form. You and your instruc-
tor will plan together how accommodations will be implemented
throughout the semester.
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Week Due Date Topic (or Unit) Author (where to find
or (video or pdf) the reading and or assignment)

Date Available
Preliminaries

1 January 24th Intro to class (under Lesson 1)
(DAY One)
January 26th Principles of Logical (under Lesson 1)
(DAY Two) Reasoning

Unit I: Research Ethics
2 January 31st The “The

(DAY Three) Tuskegee Syphilis Tuskegee Syphilis
Experiment Experiment” (Jones)

(under Lesson 2)
February 2nd Belmont Report “The Common Rule, Updated.”
(DAY Four) (under Lesson 2)
Weekend materials for

writing a philosophy
paper are released

3 February 7th The Ethics of “Brief Background
(DAY Five) Clinical Trials to Clinical

Research Ethics”
(Hawkins and Emmanuel)

(Under Lesson 3)
February 9th Hans Jonas “Philosophical
(DAY Six) Reflections on

Experimenting with
Human Subjects”

(Jonas)
(Under Lesson 3)

Weekend Quiz 1 (online) Course website
4 February 14th ACTG “Unethical Trials of

(DAY Seven) Interventions Reduce
Perinatal Transmission

of the Human
Immunodeficiency
Virus in Developing

Countries”
(Lurie and Wolfe)
(under Lesson 4)

February 16th The Surfaxin trial that “Exploitation and
(DAY Eight) almost happened Developing countries”

(Hawkins and Emmanuel)
(under Lesson 4)

5



5 February 21st Exam 1 Course website
(DAY Nine)
Unit II: The Allocation of Scarce Medical Resources

5 February 23rd They Decide Who Lives “They Deicde Who Lives,
(DAY Ten) and Who Dies Who Dies (Alexander)

(under Lesson 5)
6 February 28th Baby ECMO Truog, “Four Babies and Three Machines:

(DAY Eleven) Rationing at the Bedside”
(under Lesson 6)

March 2nd Radiolab podcast Radiolab Podcast “Playing God”
(DAY Twelve) (under Lesson 6)

Weekend Quiz 2 (online) Course website
7 March 7th QALYs The Ethics of Health Care

(DAY Thirteen) Rationing, Chapters 2 and 3
(Bognar and Hirose)
(under Lesson 7)

March 9th QALYs 2 Harris, “QALYfying the Value of
(DAY Fourteen) Life”

(under Lesson 7)
8 March 14th Spring Break

(DAY Fifteen) (no class)
March 16th

(DAY Sixteen) (no class)
9 March 21st QALYs 3 Singer et al., “Double Jeopardy and the

(DAY Seventeen) Use of QALYs in Health Care
Allocation

(under Lesson 9)
March 23rd Complete Lives System “Principles for Allocation of Scarce

(DAY Eighteen) Medical Interventions”
(Persad, Werheimer, Emanuel)

(under Lesson 9)
10 March 28th Exam 2 Course website

(DAY Nineteen)
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Unit III: Kidney sales and donations
10 March 30th UNOS Shimazono: “The State

(DAY Twenty) of the International
Organ Trade;

Scheper-Hughes,
“Organ Trafficking:
A Protected Crime.”
(under Lesson 10)

11 April 4th Documentary: “Tales
(DAY Twenty One) from the

Organ Trade”
(under Lesson 11)

April 6th WHO WHO “Guiding
(DAY Twenty Two) Principles on Human

Cell Tissue, and
Organ Transplantation”

(under Lesson 11)
12 April 11th Working group Working Group

(DAY Twenty Three) on Incentive for
Living Donation,
“Incentives for

Organ Donation:
Proposed

Standards for an
an Internationally
Acceptable System”
(under Lesson 12)

April 13th Satz on noxious Satz: excerpt from
(DAY Twenty Four) markets ’Why Some Things

Should Not
Be for Sale”

(under Lesson 12)
Weekend Quiz 3 (online) Course website
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Unit IV: Euthanasia and Physician- Assisted Dying
13 April 18th The case for voluntary Rachels: “Voluntary

(DAY Twenty Five) active euthanasia (vae) Active Euthanasia”
(under Lesson 13)

April 20th Problems with case for vae Foot: “Killing
(DAY Twenty Six) and Letting Die”

papers for Unit III are due (under Lesson 13)
14 April 25th Watch Oregon’s

(DAY Twenty Seven) Death with
Dignity Act

(under Lesson 14)
April 27th Another case for voluntary Brock: “Voluntary

(DAY Twenty Eight) active euthanasia Active Euthanasia
(under Lesson 14)

15 May 2nd Voluntary Euthanasia Callahan, D
(DAY Twenty Nine) re-examined When Self-Determination

Runs Amok
(under Lesson 15)

May 4th Euthanasia pt 4 Velleman, D:
(DAY Thirty) “A Right of

Self Termination?
(under Lesson 15)

16 TBD Final Exam
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