
 

SOCI 101 Introductory Sociology  

Spring 2023  

George Mason University 

 

 

Instructor Information 

 

Instructor Name: Dr. Zahra S.A. Rafie (She/Her) 

Email Address:  

Office Hours: By appointment on Zoom 

 

Course Description 

 

An introductory study of the basic concepts, theoretical approaches, and methods of sociology. 

Topics typically include the analysis and explanation of social structure, group dynamics, 

socialization and the self, social stratification, culture and diversity, social change, and global 

dynamics. Course objectives include the ability to apply sociological ideas to everyday life.  

 



Textbook 

 

 

Free online, OpenStax textbook 

https://openstax.org/details/books/introduction-sociology-3e 

Introduction to Sociology 3e. 

Publish Date: 

Jun 03, 2021 

Hardcover:  

ISBN-13: 978-1-711493-98-5 

Paperback: 

ISBN-13: 978-1-711493-97-8 

Digital: 

ISBN-13: 978-1-951693-36-7 

You can use whichever formats you want. Web view is recommended -- the responsive design 

works seamlessly on any device. 

 

  

 

 

https://openstax.org/details/books/introduction-sociology-3e


Student Learning Outcomes 

  

 

 

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

 

• Understand and apply the sociological imagination to a variety of contemporary social 

phenomena. 

• Understand the historical development of Sociology as a separate discipline. 

• Distinguish between the use of various research methods. 

• Identify, compare, and apply the primary sociological perspectives. 

• Explain and apply key sociological concepts. 

• Describe and explain the basic dimensions of social inequality and social change in 

historical and contemporary society. 

• Assess what social forces and organizational structures are most prominent in shaping, 

guiding, and influencing individual and group behavior in contemporary society. 

 

 

 

 

 



Course Content 

 

 

 

• The Sociological Imagination 

• The Historical Development of Sociology 

• Major Sociological Perspectives 

• Studying the Social World: an introduction to Research Methods 

• Society and Culture 

• Socialization 

• Interaction, Groups and Organizations 

• Deviance and Social Control 

• Stratification: Class, Race, Ethnicity, Age, Sex and Gender  

• Social Institutions: Family, Education, Religion, Medicine, Economy/Work, 

Politics, Science and Technology 

• Social Dynamics: Population, Urbanization, Environment and Globalization 

• Social Change 

 

 

 

 



Course Grading 

Final grades are determined by a weighted average of all work assigned in the course and is 

based on a combination of quizzes, exams, assignments, and oral presentations. Your final grade 

in this course is based on the following: 

 

Sample Grading Scale 
Mid Term:  25%                                                          

Final: 25%                                                            

Chapter quizzes: 25%                                      

Three Sociological Theories Assignment: 10% 

Article Assignment: 10% 

Article Presentation: 5% 

Total: 100%   

 
 

Letter Grades Are Determined as Follows 
A    90–100% of the total percentage points possible 

B    80–89% of the total percentage points possible 

C    70–79% of the total percentage points possible 

D    60–69% of the total percentage points possible 

F     less than 60% of the total percentage points possible 

Students must earn an average of 60% to successfully complete this course. 

If you have any concerns about your grade, specific assignments, course material, or other issues 

please do not hesitate to contact me. I am more than happy to meet with you to discuss your 

progress in the class and help in any way I can. 

 

 



Examinations 
There will be two multiple-choice exams, covering the class and textbook material. 

Each exam is worth 25%. 

Total Points: 50% 

 

 

 

Chapter Quizzes 
Chapter quizzes are designed to help you revise and retain the material covered in class. You can 

take the quizzes multiple times; the system will record your highest grade.  The quizzes will serve 

as study guide and aid for the final and the midterm exams. The final and midterm exam questions 

are in a very similar format to the chapter quizzes. There are 12-chapter quizzes. 

Total Points: 25% 

 

 

Three Sociological Theories Assignment 
This assignment will help you differentiate between the three main theoretical perspectives and 

explain how each perspective or paradigm reflects the work of major theorists and their 

contribution to the field. 

Total Points: 10% 

 
 

Article Assignment 
The assignment provides you with the opportunity to relate real life matters to the ideas and 

techniques discussed in the classroom lectures. 

Each student selects 1 article and using the guided questions provided will analyze the content and 

main themes of each article. 



Article analysis is designed to allow you to delve deeper into some of the topics covered in class 

and to gather greater clarity on the issues and information you process. The purpose of writing an 

article analysis is to demonstrate that you have read, understood, and can apply scholarship. 

Evaluating information encourages you to think critically about the reliability, validity, accuracy, 

authority, timeliness, point of view or bias of information sources. This involves analyzing, 

drawing inferences, synthesizing, and evaluating concepts and information in texts. 

Further Instructions and guidelines for the Assignment will be provided. 

Total Points: 10% 

 

 

Article Presentation 
Each student is required to video record a presentation of their article of choice using the guided 

questions. Each presentation is to be no shorter than 10 minutes and no longer than 15 minutes. 

You may use PowerPoints.  

Total points 5% 

 
 

Course Set-Up 

• This is an online course so access to a computer and internet is essential for the course. 

• There is no face-to-face instruction and there are NO scheduled online meetings or 

sessions.  

• Students are free to read, and watch assigned content and work on assignments at any hour 

of the day or night.  

• Note that students are still expected to meet deadlines. 

• All modules run from Monday to Sunday.  

• Modules will include material to read, video lectures, and a quiz. 

 

10 Strategies for Success 

• Treat an online course like a “real” course. 

• Hold yourself accountable. 

• Practice time management. 

• Create a regular study space and stay organized. 

• Eliminate distractions.  



• Figure out how you learn best. 

• Actively participate. 

• Leverage your network. 

• Pay attention to due dates and deadlines. 

• Check Blackboard and email regularly. 

 

 

Student Services 
If you have a documented learning disability or other condition that may affect academic 

performance, you should:  

1) Make sure this documentation is on file with Office of Disability Services (SUB I, Rm. 4205; 

993-2474; http://ods.gmu.edu). 

2) Discuss your accommodation needs with me at the beginning of the course.  

Counseling and Psychological Services offers free services to students that include a host of 

learning and counseling services designed to facilitate student success. Contact them at 703-993-

2380 or via their website: http://caps.gmu.edu. 

 

Academic Integrity 
All written material submitted during the course must be your own original work. Plagiarism or 

copying on writing assignments or cheating on exams or quizzes will not be tolerated. Plagiarism 

and cheating will result in failing the course and will be reported to the Honor Committee. If you 

have any questions as to what constitutes a violation of the academic integrity policy, please see 

the Office for Academic Integrity website at http://oai.gmu.edu or discuss with me. Students are 

expected to be familiar with and to abide by the Honor Code as cited in the university Catalogue 

(http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/9798/honorcod.html).  

If you have any questions regarding proper attribution of sources, consult the Writing Center 

webpage: http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/resources/workshops/quote_sum_para_files/frame.htm or 

ask me. 

Any violations of the Honor Code will be reported to the Honor Committee for adjudication. 

 

http://caps.gmu.edu/


Class guidelines 

Your participation is essential throughout the course. This includes reading assigned texts and 

watching assigned video lectures. This class will cover sensitive topics and topics that can often 

elicit emotional responses in people. However, you are expected to abide by university anti-

harassment and discrimination policies.  

 

GMU Resources 
Writing Center 

The Writing Center provides free tutorial sessions for all students -- take advantage of this free 

service! They are located at Founders Hall 212 (703-993-1200; writingcenter.gmu.edu). 

GMU Library 

The library can be accessed online at library.gmu.edu. You can also review the Library’s Online. 

Education Services webpage at library.gmu.edu/for/online. If you want to find out more about 

sociology and/or read sociological research check out this very useful sociology subject database. 

Most of the databases listed here will contain full text versions (what you want) of sociology’s 

most important journals. 

 

 
 

Tentative Course Schedule 
  

Week: 1 - 1/23/2023 - 1/29/2023 

Work Assigned for the Week 1: Course Orientation  

1. Chapter Reading: Chapter 1: Introduction to Sociology 

2. Chapter Quiz:  Chapter Quiz 1 

3. Audio Visual Material 

i. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32KG_ba_NJc  

ii. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZYq_r4VXuA  

iii. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnCJU6PaCio  



Week: 2 - 1/30/2023 - 2/5/2023   

Work Assigned for the Week 2   

1. Chapter Reading: Chapter 1: Introduction to Sociology & Chapter 2: Sociological 

Research 

2. Chapter Quiz:  Chapter Quiz 1 & Chapter Quiz 2 

3. Audio Visual Material 

i. Marxism: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_c2p0Y7mgU   

ii. Functionalism: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jOZqVnQmdY  

iii. Symbolic Interactionism: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFQIIM8IRZU   

iv. Summary: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XfKQ-ozKktM  

v. Methodology: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

BVeSykcQeE&list=PL1O_shUH1zgWgki2sRwUJt4p39klBGvE4   

vi. Sociology & the Scientific Method: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZIwyNIdgJBE  

vii. Sociology Research Methods: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QwhK-

iEyXYA  

 

 

 

Week: 3 - 2/6/2023 - 2/12/2023 

Work Assigned for the Week 3 

1. Chapter Reading: Chapter 3: Culture 

2. Chapter Quiz:  Chapter Quiz 3 

3. Audio Visual Material 

i. Cultures, Subcultures, and Countercultures: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RV50AV7-Iwc 

ii. Symbols, Values & Norms: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGrVhM_Gi8k 

iii. Overview of culture: https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/mcat/society-and-

culture/culture/v/overview-of-culture  

iv. Culture and society: https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/mcat/society-and-

culture/culture/v/culture-and-society  

v. What is normal? Exploring folkways, mores, and taboos: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tOEz6RC0aVo 

 

 
 



Week: 4 - 2/13/2023 - 2/19/2023 

Work Assigned for the Week 4 

1. Chapter Reading: Chapter 4: Society and Social Interaction 

2. Chapter Quiz:  Chapter Quiz 4 

3. Audio Visual Material 

i. Social constructionism: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5U2XAJNazik 

ii. Social Interaction & Performance: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUukBV82P9A 

iii. Status: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZKQoTQwjdw 

iv. Dramaturgical approach: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UH7eOrP64q4 

v. Dramaturgical Theory: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iubtmGFJOV0 

vi. Erving Goffman: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyvIYc9s__M 

 

 
 

Week: 5 - 2/20/2023 - 2/26/2023 

1. Chapter Reading: Chapter 5: Socialization  

2. Chapter Quiz:  Chapter Quiz 5 

3. Audio Visual Material 

i. Agents of socialization: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PF7m1fFr2eQ 

ii. George Herbert Mead: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oMNaQjtXSGc 

iii. Genie: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mshp3s4r3u8&list=PLgd-

bynF6dnaDGCYOesr1AA6IhDjo4sT8 

iv. Nature and Nurture: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ji6edLCfV60 

v. The Nature Versus Nurture Debate: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0mKvYic-

4Do     

 
 

Week: 6 - 2/27/2023 - 3/5/2023      

1. Chapter Reading: Chapter 7: Deviance 

2. Chapter Quiz:  Chapter Quiz 7 

3. Audio Visual Material  

i. Deviance, Crime, and Social Control: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lZ2AjV307U 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lZ2AjV307U


 

 

ii. Perspectives on deviance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSucylf4KhY 

iii. Deviance and Social Control: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=90flRr7T7As 

iv. Deviance: Crash Course Sociology: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BGq9zW9w3Fw  

 

 
 

Week: 7 - 3/6/2023 - 3/12/2023       

1. Chapter Reading: Chapter 8: Media and Technology 

2. Chapter Quiz:  Chapter Quiz 8 

3. Audio Visual Material 

i. Merchants Of Cool: https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/cool/view/  

3/10/2023- MIDTERM EXAM: Chapters: 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5 

(REQUIRES LOCKDOWN BROWSER.  50 Multiple Choice questions. You have 1 Hour to 

Complete the Exam) 

 
 

Week: 8 - 3/13/2023 - 3/19/2023    

Spring Break 

 

Week: 9 - 3/20/2023 - 3/26/2023 

1. Chapter Reading: Chapter 9: Social Stratification        

2. Chapter Quiz:  Chapter Quiz 9 

3. Audio Visual Material 

i. Upward and downward mobility and meritocracy: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khRX1Oo93AY 

ii. Overview of social inequality: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JYxspCbwZ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=90flRr7T7As
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BGq9zW9w3Fw%20
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/cool/view/


iii. Intergenerational and intragenerational mobility social mobility: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAUUHCZMJH8 

iv. Is America Dreaming? Understanding Social Mobility: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vG6-UaBECN4 

v. Wealth Inequality in America: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPKKQnijnsM 

 

 
 

Week: 10 - 3/27/2023 - 4/2/2023 

1. Chapter Reading: Chapter 10: Global Inequality   

2. Chapter Quiz:  Chapter Quiz 10 

3. Audio Visual Material 

i. Global Stratification: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBsOwZRKzcE 

ii. Global Wealth Inequality: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWSxzjyMNpU 

iii. A Brief History of European Colonization in Africa: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2Ff-0UlmyY  

iv. Noam Chomsky on Colonialism: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zujsTKJGz0s 

 
 

Week: 11- 4/3/2023 - 4/9/2023 

1. Chapter Reading Chapter 11: Race and Ethnicity  

2. Chapter Quiz:  Chapter Quiz 11 

3. Audio Visual Material 

i. Race and Ethnicity: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RKBrmDfQfWE 

ii. Demographic structure of society- race and ethnicity: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WIiConeatM 

iii. The Social Construction of Race: Aliya Saperstein: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jiwieME2tis 

iv. The Unequal Opportunity Race: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vX_Vzl-r8NY 

 
 

Week: 12 - 4/10/2023 - 4/16/2023    

1. Chapter Reading Chapter 12: Gender, Sex, and sexuality 

2. Chapter Quiz:  Chapter Quiz 12 

3. Audio Visual Material 

i. Sexuality & Gender 101: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZ9-qQ68EnQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBsOwZRKzcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WIiConeatM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jiwieME2tis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZ9-qQ68EnQ


ii. Demographic structure of society - sex, gender, and sexual orientation: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hkmsu9Tl7NE 

iii. India's Third Gender Movement: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmWICmK37b4 

iv. Five Genders: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9VmLJ3niVo 

v. Sworn Virgins: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RIIJ990jUfU 

 
 

Week: 13 - 4/17/2023 - 4/23/2023      

Independent work week on Article Analysis and Article Analysis Presentation  

 
 

Week: 14 - 4/ 24/2023 - 4/30/2023      

Chapter Reading: Chapter 14: Marriage and Family 

Chapter Quiz: Chapter Quiz 14 

 

 
 

Week: 15 - 5/1/2023 - 5/7/2023       

Chapter Reading: Chapter 15: Religion 

Chapter Quiz: Chapter Quiz 15 

 

Week: 16 - 5/8/2023 - 5/14/2023    

Reading week: This week you can read and revise at your own discretion 

 

5/12/2023 - FINAL EXAM: Chapters: 7, 9, 10, 11 & 12  

(REQUIRES LOCKDOWN BROWSER.  50 Multiple Choice questions. You have 1 Hour to 

Complete the Exam.) 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hkmsu9Tl7NE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmWICmK37b4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9VmLJ3niVo

