
History 693: Historic Preservation

Course Title: Historic Preservation
Course Number: HIST 693
Term: Spring 2023
Credits: 3
Course Dates: January 26 to May 4, 2023
Course Times: Thursdays, 4:30 to 7:10 PM

Professor: John H. Sprinkle, Jr., Ph.D.
Pronouns: he/him/his
Mobile Phone: 571-338-2127
Email: jsprink1@gmu.edu
Office Hours: Thursdays, 3-4 PM or by appointment
Classroom: Innovation Hall #333

Course Description
This course is designed to introduce students to the history, theory, and current issues of preservation practice in
the U.S. and beyond. We will explore theories of what, how, why, and for whom we preserve, within the context of
the evolution of the field of historic preservation. The focus will be on providing as large and varied a framework for
understanding current preservation practice and issues as possible in one semester. We hope that the course will
help students explore their own areas of interest a bit more deeply and/or to develop areas of interest in new
topics. The course is centered around once weekly class meetings that consist of brief lectures and seminar
discussions on assigned readings.

Course Objectives
After successfully completing this course you will be able to:

● Explain the origins and foundations of historic preservation;
● Outline the major trends; periods; and events in the development of historic preservation;
● Discuss theories and approaches to the preservation of the build environment;
● Experience a wide and diverse range of practice and debate in the field; and,
● Create a framework and understanding of preservation as they prepare to become leaders in the field.

We will explore both the historical roots of preservation, rather narrowly focused on repairing old buildings, and
begin to think about the modern, broad field of preservation in terms of individuals, societies, and cultures and
their relationships to the built environment and cultural landscape. We will emphasize the multidisciplinary breadth
of the preservation field and the public nature of its practice.

Required Resources

● Books (either physical or digital copies are acceptable)

○ Page, Max, and Randall Mason, eds., Giving Preservation a History: Histories of Historic Preservation
in the United States, Second Edition, (New York: Routledge, 2020).

○ Sprinkle, John H., Crafting Preservation Criteria: The National Register of Historic Places and
American Historic Preservation, (New York: Routledge, 2014).

○ Sprinkle, John H., Saving Spaces: Historic Land Conservation in the United States, (New York:
Routledge, 2018).

University Policies

It is our shared responsibility to know and abide by the University’s policies that relate to all courses, which include

topics like: Academic integrity; Student and instructor conduct; Accessibility and accommodations; Attendance and

excused absences; Grades and appeals; Copyright and intellectual property.
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Course Guidelines

Communication with Instructor:

Email: If you need to reach out and communicate with me, please email me at Jsprink1@gmu.edu. Please DO NOT

email me with questions that are easily found in the syllabus or on Blackboard (i.e. When is this assignment due?

How much is it worth? etc.) but please DO reach out about personal, academic, and intellectual concerns/questions.

I will send announcements via Blackboard messaging. You must make sure that your email & announcement

notifications (including changes in assignments and/or due dates) are enabled in Blackboard so you do not miss any

messages.  You are responsible for checking your email inbox with regular frequency.

Major Assignments

Participation & Engagement (15% of final grade)
● Active participation is required and will be strongly considered in the assignment of final grades. Please let me

know, as soon as possible, if you will not be able to attend a class.

● Participation includes the following:

○ Complete all required readings in advance of class, and even more importantly, practice active reading.
This means taking notes, writing in the margins, highlighting, underlining, etc. (whatever method works
best for you in helping you to retain the material and engage with it).

○ Come prepared each week to discuss your 3-2-1 reading reflections; your timeline illustration, and your
current event selection.

Readings, Timeline, & Current Events (20% of final grade)
● There is a fair amount of reading assignments in this class.  They are designed to help you gain an

appreciation for the past, present and future of the preservation movement.  This course provides a unique
opportunity to explore the history of your chosen profession.

● 3-2-1 Reflections: Each week students will submit a 3-2-1 reflection/analysis on each of the assigned
readings.  That means you should provide 3 takeaways (facts); 2 questions prompted by the work; and 1
part that you enjoyed. These reflections should be less than a page in length for each reading assignment.

● Timeline: Based on the weekly reading assignments, most weeks students will select an illustration that conveys
an important event, person, or theme in the history of historic preservation.

● Current Events: Most weeks students will be required to post a link to an article, website, video, or other media
that relates to or reflects the historic preservation movement today. Tie this current event to its historical
context.

● Assignments due each week via Blackboard before class.

Paper # 1: Preservation Biography (20% of final grade)

● Prepare a biographical summary of a figure significant (alive or dead) in the history of American historic
preservation. This paper should describe the person’s background, education, career, and overall impact on
the field. You might use this opportunity to explore the career of someone who has a position you might
aspire to during your career.

● This paper should be no longer than 3 pages, double spaced (about 750-1000 words) and should include a
bibliography (not included in the word count) of their significant works.
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● Come prepared to talk about this individual, as if you were going to introduce them at a professional
conference. Due via Blackboard at the beginning of class, February 23, 2023.

Paper # 2: A Year in Preservation (20% of final grade)

● Preservation News (https://prn.library.cornell.edu/)  was published monthly for 34 years by the National
Trust for Historic Preservation, from 1961 to 1994.  It was “the source” for all things preservation during its
tenure.  Your task is to pick one year of the publication (excepting 1966) and scan the contents to identify
the most pressing issues of the year.  Briefly describe the top three challenges facing the preservation
community that year. What were the major success stories--what of the failures?  How do the major issues
“back then” relate to those facing the preservation movement today?

● This paper should be no longer than 5 pages, double spaced (about 1500  words). Come to class prepared to
talk about your year and its relevance to today.  Due via Blackboard at the beginning of class, April 6, 2023

Final Project: History of Historic Preservation Presentation (25% of final grade)
● Develop a public presentation that describes the history of historic preservation.  This illustrated talk should be

directed at an “ideal audience” of educated and interested individuals.  You should address the major themes
found within the readings and lectures for this course.  It should include well-chosen visuals that effectively
illustrate your narrative.

● The presentation should be created using PowerPoint and should be no more than 15 minutes in length. Text
and accompanying slides due via Blackboard at the beginning of class on May 4, 2023.  You will present your
history to your classmates on either May 4th..

Grading Structure

Assignment Percentage %

Class Participation 15%

3-2-1 Reading Responses, Timeline + Current Event 20%

Paper 1: Preservation Biography 20%

Paper 2: A Year in Preservation 20%

Final Project: History of Historic Preservation
Presentation

25%

Total 100%

Academic Integrity
GMU’s code of academic integrity is designed to ensure that the principles of academic honesty and integrity are
upheld. In accordance with this code, the Department of History does not tolerate academic dishonesty. Please
ensure that you fully understand this code and its implications because all acts of academic dishonesty will be dealt
with in accordance with the provisions of this code. All students are expected to adhere to this Code. It is your
responsibility to read it and know what it says, so you can start your professional life on the right path. As future
professionals, your commitment to high ethical standards and honesty begins with your time at GMU.
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Grades
All assessment scores will be posted on the course Blackboard page.  If you would like to review any of your grades,

or have questions about how something was scored, please email me to schedule a time for us to meet and discuss.

Please inform me as soon as possible if you are not going to be able to complete an assignment on time. I am happy

to discuss any of your grades with you, and if I have made a mistake, I will immediately correct it.  Any formal grade

disputes must be submitted in writing and within one week of receiving the grade.

Final letter grades are assigned based on the percentage of total assessment points earned.  To be fair to everyone I

have to establish clear standards and apply them consistently, so please understand that being close to a cutoff is

not the same as making the cut (89.99 ≠ 90.00).  It would be unethical to make exceptions for some and not others.

Schedule

Date Topic Deliverable Reading Assignment

26 Jan Elvis vs. Ford

Where and when
did Virginia
abolish slavery?

Questionnaire ● Mason, Randall, “Theoretical and Practical
Arguments for Values-Centered Preservation,” CRM
3(2), Summer 2006: 21-48.

● Pannekoek, Frits, “The Rise of a Preservation
Priesthood,” in Preservation of What, for Whom?,
Michael Tomlan, ed., Ithaca, NY: The National
Council for Preservation Education, 1998, pp. 29-36.

● Rosenzweig, Roy, “American Memories,” The Long
Term View: A Journal of Informed Opinion, Vol 4,
No. 3 (Spring 1998), pp. 87-100.

● Historic Preservation Timelines, 1966-2016

2 Feb 19th Century &
Antiquities Act

321 Readings
Timeline
Current events

● GPH: Chapter 3
● Swedish Proclamation, 1666
● Janet A. Null, “Restorers, Villains, and Vandals,”

Bulletin of the Association for Preservation
Technology, Vol. 17, No. 3/4, Principles in Practice
(1985), pp. 26-41

● West, Patricia, “Inventing a House Divided:
Antebellum Cultural Politics and the Enshrinement
of Mount Vernon,” in Domesticating History: The
Political Origins of American’s House Museums,
Washington: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1999,
pp. 1-35.

● Whitney Martinko, “Rethinking Mount Vernon and
the Legacies of Preservation,” from Historic Real
Estate: Market Morality and the Politics of
Preservation in the Early United States, 2020, pg.
197-217.
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9 Feb Historic Sites Act
& Preservation
Biography
Discussion

321 Reading
Timeline
Current Events

● CPC: Chapter 1 & 2
● GPH: Chapter 2 & 8
● Hosmer, “The Williamsburg Restoration,” from

Preservation Comes of Age, 1981.
● Catherine Lavoie, “Architectural Plans and Visions,”

Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture.
● Fiske Kimball, “The Preservation Movement” SAH,

1941

● Verne Chatelain, “A National Policy for Historic Sites
and Monuments,” National Park Service, 1936.

● Rev. Samuel A. Eliot, “The Preservation of Historic
Houses,” The Council Ring, Vol 1, No. 19, (June 10,
1940.

16 Feb National Historic
Preservation Act

321 Reading
Timeline
Current Event

● CPC: Chapter 8
● SS: Chapter 1
● NHPA, as amended and annotated
● GPH: Chapter 5
● Robert Utley, “Action Program,” Memorandum to

Historic Preservation Task Force, December 20,
1966.

23 Feb. Significance &
Integrity

321 Reading
Paper #1

● CPC: Chapter 3 & 4
● Van West, Carroll, “Assessing Significance and

Integrity in the National Register Process: Questions
of Race, Class, and Gender,” in Preservation of
What, for Whom?, Michael Tomlan, ed., Ithaca, NY:
The National Council for Preservation Education,
1998, pp. 109-116.

● Federal Register, February 25, 1969

2 Mar Section 106 &
E.O. 11593

321 Reading
Timeline
Current Event

● CPC: Chapter 6 & 10
● Fowler, 106, ARH: Chapter 2
● Federal Preservation Institute, “Historic

Preservation: A Responsibility for Every Federal
Agency,”

● Citizen’s Guide to Section 106

9 Mar. Surplus Property
& Religion

321 Reading
Timeline
Current Event

● SS: Chapter 3
● CPC: Chapter 7

16 Mar Spring Break No Class

23 Mar Open Space &
Easements

321 Reading
Timeline
Current Event

● SS: Chapter 2 & 4 & 6
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30 Mar OAH Meeting No Class

6 Apr Elevation 321 Reading
Paper #2

● CPC: Chapter 9
● GPH: Chapter 10

13 Apr NCPH Meeting No Class

20 Apr Fresno Landfill &
Charters &
Standards

321 Reading
Timeline
Current Event

● CPC: Chapter 5
● Melosi, The Fresno Sanitary Landfill
● The Venice Charter

(www.icomos.org/venice_charter.htm)
● The Burra Charter

(www.icomos.org/burra_charter.htm)
● Secretary’s Standards for Rehabilitation

(https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation.
htm)

● Brown Morton, “Basic Guidelines for the
Rehabilitation of Historic Property,” November 3,
1975

27 Apr. Bicentennial &
Loan Program

321 Reading
Timeline
Current Event

● GPH: Chapter 7
● SS: Chapter 7
● GPH: Chapters 12 & 14, & 15
● Ned Kauffman, Heritage and the Cultural Politics of

Preservation,” Places: A Forum of Environmental
Design, 1998.

4 May Presentations
& Student
Timelines

Presentation
digital copy

Final Presentations

Technology Policy

Please refrain from using cellphones, laptops, and other electronic devices during class sessions unless we have
designated such use as part of a class exercise.

Course Evaluation
Please submit a course evaluation in order to help faculty and administrators improve teaching and learning at
GMU.

Copyright Notice
Course materials are copyrighted and may not be reproduced for anything other than personal use without written
permission.
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