
HIST 535-003/HIST 685-001/CULT860 - Global Indigenous Movement Histories 

Spring 2023 
  

They may have cut down our sacred ceiba tree, but they forgot to destroy the roots, 

and now the roots are blossoming. - Cacique Adrian Esquino Lisco (Nahuat), El 

Salvador, 1987 

Acknowledging our right relationship with ancestral Doeg homelands and 

contemporary Piscataway and Powhatan presences. 

  

Dr. Gabrielle Tayac                                   Tuesdays 7:20pm – 10:00pm 

Email: gtayac@gmu.edu                   First Week Meeting: Peterson 1111 

Office Hours: Thursdays 3-5pm or by Appt         Remaining Weeks: Horizon 3225 

 

Indigenous peoples’ movements have risen across the world to protect vastly diverse, 

endangered cultures, environments, and lifeways. We take a long view in this class, from 

ancestral societies through today’s social media posts to most fully appreciate persistent 

resilience. This course focuses on self-determined organizations acting across time primarily in 

regions outside of the United States. Silences are broken, and indigenous peoples arrive firmly 

on a world stage. From rainforests to mountains to urban spaces, we will center indigenous 

voices. Face to face conversations with guests help us learn about these enduring efforts. The 

indigenous world is vast and diverse, so a course goal is to help you approach research in a focus 

of your interest. 

Learning in Relationship Ethic 

We enter this journey as an intellectually centered, ethical, and accountable community bringing 

our good minds together. You will encounter ancestors and chroniclers through text and 

recording. You will also personally meet with four dedicated activists who carry communities 

with courage in different forms. Showing up to engage with this past, present, and future 

community is key to our process.  

REQUIRED TEXTS 

All readings, including books listed here, are available online through Mason libraries or links in the 

syllabus. 

Coulthard, Glen Sean. Red Skin, White Masks : Rejecting the Colonial Politics of Recognition, University of 

Minnesota Press, 2014. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral-proquest-

com.mutex.gmu.edu/lib/gmu/detail.action?docID=1793913. 

Dowd, Gregory Evans. A Spirited Resistance the North American Indian Struggle for Unity, 1745-1815. 

Johns Hopkins paperback ed. Baltimore, Md: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1993. Online. 

mailto:gtayac@gmu.edu
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.mutex.gmu.edu/lib/gmu/detail.action?docID=1793913
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.mutex.gmu.edu/lib/gmu/detail.action?docID=1793913


Niezen, Ronald. The Origins of Indigenism : Human Rights and the Politics of Identity. Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 2003. Proquest Ebook Central. 

 

GRADING POLICY  

Grading Policy and Scale 

 

As graduate students, you are junior colleagues expected to bring professionalism to your work. 

That means that we respect each other’s time and energy. When you turn in a late assignment, 

there is an impact on your own process, group members, and my capacity to schedule 

assessments. For that reason, I deduct 5 points for every day past the due date. I do understand 

that life happens. Please always communicate with me if you feel overwhelmed or miss a due 

date. 

 

500-470 = A 

469-450 = A- 

449-435 = B+ 

434-415 = B 

414-400 = B- 

399-385 = C+ 

384-365 = C 

364-350 = C- 

349-335 = D+ 

334-315 = D 

314-300 = D- 

299-000 = F 

 

 

500 Point Scale 

Class Participation 100pts 

Reading Group Leader - 50pts 

Thought Papers (6) – 10 pts each, 60pts total 

Roundtable Session Moderation Groups – 50pts 



Paper Outlines 50pts 

Research Talking Circle Presentations 50pts 

Final Paper – 100pts 

 

ASSIGNMENT OVERVIEWS 

Thought Papers 

 

Thought Papers are 500-word analytical reflections that delve into your critiques, applications, 

and inspirations based on readings for weeks 2-7. Focus on the ways that indigenous movement 

history interact with the readings. Reference all readings in your paper. Papers are due before 

class. 

 

Reading Leaders  

Everyone will be expected to lead a 30 minute reading discussion with a smaller group during 

weeks 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. Each reading leader prepares three questions to encourage thoughtful 

conversation. When it is your week, add these questions to your Thought Paper. All 

participating in the reading group are expected to advance the conversation. We will reconvene 

to share intriguing points as a full class.  

 

Roundtable Group Moderation 

We will host an activist roundtable series with four special guests. Every week one guest, an indigenous 

or allied activist who commits themselves to current movements. Each of you will participate in a group 

that is responsible for preparing informed questions, moderating the conversation, and developing a 

written program for one roundtable. 

 

Final Research Paper Outlines (see Final Research Paper for context) 

Bring a developed outline to our individual meeting. To refresh your skills: 

https://historyprofessor.org/organization/how-to-write-an-outline/ 

 

Research Talking Circles Presentation (see Final Research Paper for context)  

Present your research in a five-minute overview with your student colleagues and professor. This is a 

sharing opportunity to widen the knowledge base. 

 

Final Research Paper 

https://historyprofessor.org/organization/how-to-write-an-outline/


Write a 15-20 page research paper on a topic of your choice within the scope of this class. The topic 

must examine an aspect of an indigenous movement that is either based primarily outside of the United 

States or engages substantially on an international level. Comparative work is also acceptable. Because 

this is a history class, most focus should be on a time period prior to 2010. You may, however, look at 

historical antecedents to contemporary movements. For a writing refresher: 

https://historyprofessor.org/organization/the-anatomy-of-a-30-page-paper/ 

 

 

Part 1 Ancestral Cycles 

 

Week 1 1/24 Ancestral Movements 

Unlearning to Learn 

Define Indigenous 

Define Global 

Define Movements 

 

Where we are indigenously 

Haudenosaunee  

https://web.pdx.edu/~caskeym/iroquois_web/html/greatlaw.html 

https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/5session_factsheet1.pdf 

https://www.firstnations.org/videos/reclaiming-native-truth-intro/ 

 

Week 2 (1/31) - Indigenous History Keeping 

Case: King Kamehameha 

Hawaiian Chant https://keolamagazine.com/culture/oli/ 

Case: Aboriginal Song Lines 

Song Lines https://japingkaaboriginalart.com/articles/songlines-important-aboriginal-art/ 

Case: Wampum Narratives 

https://web.pdx.edu/~caskeym/iroquois_web/html/greatlaw.html 

Case: Nahua Writing 

https://historyprofessor.org/organization/the-anatomy-of-a-30-page-paper/
https://web.pdx.edu/~caskeym/iroquois_web/html/greatlaw.html
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/5session_factsheet1.pdf
https://www.firstnations.org/videos/reclaiming-native-truth-intro/
https://keolamagazine.com/culture/oli/
https://japingkaaboriginalart.com/articles/songlines-important-aboriginal-art/
https://web.pdx.edu/~caskeym/iroquois_web/html/greatlaw.html


Townsend, Camilla. Annals of Native America : How the Nahuas of Colonial Mexico Kept Their History 

Alive. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2017.  

Reading:  

Emil Keme, and Adam Coon. “For Abiayala to Live, the Americas Must Die: Toward a Transhemispheric 

Indigeneity.” Native American and Indigenous Studies 5, no. 1 (2018): 42–68. 

https://doi.org/10.5749/natiindistudj.5.1.0042. 

Wolfe, Patrick. “Settler Colonialism and the Elimination of the Native.” Journal of genocide research 8.4 

(2006): 387–409. Web. 

The Indigenous World 2022, IWGIA Report. Read Editorial. Keep for general reference: 

https://www.iwgia.org/doclink/iwgia-book-the-indigenous-world-2022-

eng/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWIiOiJpd2dpYS1ib29rLXRoZS1pbmRpZ2Vub3VzLXdvcm

xkLTIwMjItZW5nIiwiaWF0IjoxNjUxMTM5NTg1LCJleHAiOjE2NTEyMjU5ODV9.jRnv3PeantfRZtJg4jph8xdsh

K5Mh25Z3hlcPs9As_U 

Peruse and keep for general reference: 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/about-us.html 

Delucia, et.al.  https://www.oah.org/tah/issues/2021/native-american-history-and-

sovereignty/histories-of-indigenous-sovereignty-in-action-what-is-it-and-why-does-it-matter/ 

Assignment: Thought Paper #1, Reading Group #1 

 

Part 2 Resistance and Resilience 

 

Week 3 (2/7) - Unifying Resistance 

Case: Western Confederacy 

Case: Popay and the Pueblo Revolt 1680 

Reading: 

Dowd, Gregory Evans. A Spirited Resistance the North American Indian Struggle for Unity, 1745-1815. 

Johns Hopkins paperback ed. Baltimore, Md: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1993. Online. 

Assignment: Thought Paper #2, Reading Group #2 

 

Week 4 (2/14) -  Cultural Power Bases 

Case: Sapmi 

Case: ANIS National Association of Indigenous Salvadorans 

https://doi.org/10.5749/natiindistudj.5.1.0042
https://www.iwgia.org/doclink/iwgia-book-the-indigenous-world-2022-eng/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWIiOiJpd2dpYS1ib29rLXRoZS1pbmRpZ2Vub3VzLXdvcmxkLTIwMjItZW5nIiwiaWF0IjoxNjUxMTM5NTg1LCJleHAiOjE2NTEyMjU5ODV9.jRnv3PeantfRZtJg4jph8xdshK5Mh25Z3hlcPs9As_U
https://www.iwgia.org/doclink/iwgia-book-the-indigenous-world-2022-eng/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWIiOiJpd2dpYS1ib29rLXRoZS1pbmRpZ2Vub3VzLXdvcmxkLTIwMjItZW5nIiwiaWF0IjoxNjUxMTM5NTg1LCJleHAiOjE2NTEyMjU5ODV9.jRnv3PeantfRZtJg4jph8xdshK5Mh25Z3hlcPs9As_U
https://www.iwgia.org/doclink/iwgia-book-the-indigenous-world-2022-eng/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWIiOiJpd2dpYS1ib29rLXRoZS1pbmRpZ2Vub3VzLXdvcmxkLTIwMjItZW5nIiwiaWF0IjoxNjUxMTM5NTg1LCJleHAiOjE2NTEyMjU5ODV9.jRnv3PeantfRZtJg4jph8xdshK5Mh25Z3hlcPs9As_U
https://www.iwgia.org/doclink/iwgia-book-the-indigenous-world-2022-eng/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWIiOiJpd2dpYS1ib29rLXRoZS1pbmRpZ2Vub3VzLXdvcmxkLTIwMjItZW5nIiwiaWF0IjoxNjUxMTM5NTg1LCJleHAiOjE2NTEyMjU5ODV9.jRnv3PeantfRZtJg4jph8xdshK5Mh25Z3hlcPs9As_U
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/about-us.html
https://www.oah.org/tah/issues/2021/native-american-history-and-sovereignty/histories-of-indigenous-sovereignty-in-action-what-is-it-and-why-does-it-matter/
https://www.oah.org/tah/issues/2021/native-american-history-and-sovereignty/histories-of-indigenous-sovereignty-in-action-what-is-it-and-why-does-it-matter/


Coulthard, Glen Sean. Red Skin, White Masks : Rejecting the Colonial Politics of Recognition, University of 

Minnesota Press, 2014. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral-proquest-

com.mutex.gmu.edu/lib/gmu/detail.action?docID=1793913. 

Assignment: Thought Paper #3, Reading Group #3 

 

Week 5 2/21 Confronting Genocide, Defying Erasure 

Case: Truganinny, Tasmania 

Case: Kawesqar, Tierra del Fuego 

Case: Doeg, Fairfax, Virginia 

Carlos Gigoux (2022) “Condemned to Disappear”: Indigenous Genocide in Tierra del 

Fuego, Journal of Genocide Research, 24:1, 1-22, DOI: 10.1080/14623528.2020.1853359 

Tom Lawson (2014) Memorializing colonial genocide in Britain: the case of Tasmania, Journal of 

Genocide Research, 16:4, 441-461, DOI: 10.1080/14623528.2014.975946 https://www-tandfonline-

com.mutex.gmu.edu/doi/pdf/10.1080/14623528.2014.975946?needAccess=true 

Lindsay, Brendan C. Murder State : California’s Native American Genocide, 1846-1873. Lincoln: 

University of Nebraska Press, 2012. Read Introduction: Defining Genocide and Chapter 6 Murder State. 

ProQuest Ebook Central 

Wolfe, Patrick. “Settler Colonialism and the Elimination of the Native.” Journal of genocide research 8.4 

(2006): 387–409. Web. 

Assignment: Thought Paper #4, Reading Group #4 

Week 6 (2/28) Using the System: Legal and Religious Rights 

Case: Papal Bull Inter Caetera 

Case: Deskaheh and the League of Nations 

Case: Nannsonan , Queen of Choptico 

Robert Miller, et. Al. Discovering Indigenous Lands: The Doctrine of Discovery in the English Colonies. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010. Chapters 1 and 2 PLUS one chapter of your choice on Canada, 

Australia, or New Zealand. 

DELSING, RIET, and Gladys McCormick. “Issues of Land and Sovereignty: The Uneasy Relationship 

between Chile and Rapa Nui.” In Decolonizing Native Histories: Collaboration, Knowledge, and Language 

in the Americas, edited by Florencia E. Mallon, 54–78. Duke University Press, 2012. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv11qdxsz.7. 

Bomberry, Victoria. “The Struggle for Indigenous Autonomy in Twenty-First-Century Bolivia.” In 

Comparative Indigeneities of the Américas: Toward a Hemispheric Approach, edited by M. Bianet 

https://doi-org.mutex.gmu.edu/10.1080/14623528.2020.1853359
https://www-tandfonline-com.mutex.gmu.edu/doi/pdf/10.1080/14623528.2014.975946?needAccess=true
https://www-tandfonline-com.mutex.gmu.edu/doi/pdf/10.1080/14623528.2014.975946?needAccess=true
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv11qdxsz.7


Castellanos, Lourdes Gutiérrez Nájera, and Arturo J. Aldama, 213–26. University of Arizona Press, 2012. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv1kz4hbt.18. 

 

Assignment: Thought Paper #5, Reading Group #5 

 

Week 7 3/7 Policy Formations: Race and Class 

Note: Come to class prepared to share your proposed research paper topic for the final. 

Case: Akwesasne Freedom School 

Case: Stolen Generations 

Case: War of the Castas 

Reading: 

Niezen, Ronald. The Origins of Indigenism : Human Rights and the Politics of Identity. Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 2003. Proquest Ebook Central. 

MALLON, FLORENCIA E., and Gladys McCormick. “Introduction.: Decolonizing Knowledge, Language, and 

Narrative.” In Decolonizing Native Histories: Collaboration, Knowledge, and Language in the Americas, 

edited by Florencia E. Mallon, 1–20. Duke University Press, 2012. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv11qdxsz.4. 

DELSING, RIET, and Gladys McCormick. “Issues of Land and Sovereignty: The Uneasy Relationship 

between Chile and Rapa Nui.” In Decolonizing Native Histories: Collaboration, Knowledge, and Language 

in the Americas, edited by Florencia E. Mallon, 54–78. Duke University Press, 2012. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv11qdxsz.7. 

Bomberry, Victoria. “The Struggle for Indigenous Autonomy in Twenty-First-Century Bolivia.” In 

Comparative Indigeneities of the Américas: Toward a Hemispheric Approach, edited by M. Bianet 

Castellanos, Lourdes Gutiérrez Nájera, and Arturo J. Aldama, 213–26. University of Arizona Press, 2012. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv1kz4hbt.18. 

Assignment: Thought Paper #6; Reading Group #6 

 

 

Week 8 3/14 Spring Break 

 

Part 3: Indigenous Activist Roundtables 

NOTE: As of 1/22/23, dates still shifting. Juanita, Miryam, and Jeremy confirmed. 

 

https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv1kz4hbt.18
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv11qdxsz.4
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv11qdxsz.7
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv1kz4hbt.18


Week 9 (3/21) -  Juanita Cabrera Lopez (Maya Mam), Director, International Mayan League 

Assignment: Roundtable Group #1 program and moderation agenda 

Week 10 (3/28) - Prof. Miryam Yataco (Quechua), Indigenous Language Activist and Linguist 

Assignment: Roundtable Group #2 program and moderation plan 

 

Week 11 (4/4) -  Dr. Jeremy Campbell, Director, Institute for a Sustainable Earth 

Assignment: Roundtable Group #3 program and moderation agenda 

 

Week 12 (4/11) - Speaker TBD 

Assignment: Roundtable Group #4 program and moderation agenda 

 

Week 13 (4/18) - Individual Outline Meetings 

Zoom Appointments 

Assignment: Research Paper Outline 

 

Week 14 (4/25) - Research Talking Circles 

Assignment: Presentations 

 

Week 15 (5/2) - Closing the Circle 

 

Final  Due 11:55pm on 5/9 – Research Paper (7,500 – 9,000 words, not including citations or 

bibliography), Topic must be on an indigenous movement outside of the United States, or one that 

interacts outside of the United States, focus prior to 2010 

Technology Requirements 

Hardware: You will need access to a Windows or Macintosh computer with at least 2 GB of 

RAM and access to a fast and reliable broadband internet connection (e.g., cable, DSL). A larger 

screen is recommended for better visibility of course material. You will need speakers or 

headphones to hear recorded content and a headset with a microphone is recommended for the 

best experience. For the amount of Hard Disk Space required taking a distance education course, 

consider and allow for: 

1. the storage amount needed to install any additional software and 



2. space to store work that you will do for the course. 

If you consider the purchase of a new computer, please go to Patriot Tech  to see 

recommendations. 

Software: This course uses Blackboard as the learning management system and Zoom for 

synchronous class meetings. You will need a browser and operating system that are listed 

compatible or certified with the Blackboard version available on the myMason Portal. See 

supported browsers and operating systems. Log in to myMason to access your registered courses. 

Some courses may use other learning management systems. Check the syllabus or contact the 

instructor for details. Online courses typically use Acrobat Reader, Flash, Java, and Windows 

Media Player, QuickTime and/or Real Media Player. Your computer should be capable of 

running current versions of those applications. Also, make sure your computer is protected from 

viruses by downloading the latest version of Symantec Endpoint Protection/Anti-Virus software 

for free here. 

Students owning Macs or Linux should be aware that some courses may use software that only 

runs on Windows. You can set up a Mac computer with Boot Camp or virtualization software so 

Windows will also run on it. Watch this video  about using Windows on a Mac. Computers 

running Linux can also be configured with virtualization software or configured to dual boot 

with Windows. 

 

 

Note: If you are using an employer-provided computer or corporate office for class attendance, 

please verify with your systems administrators that you will be able to install the necessary 

applications and that system or corporate firewalls do not block access to any sites or media 

types. 

  

Course-specific Hardware/Software 

This course will use Blackboard and Zoom. Hardware or software required for your course or 

program may be available for purchase at Patriot Computers (the University’s computer store 

that offers educational discounts and special deals). 

University Policies and Resources 

  

a.  Academic Honesty: You are expected to be familiar with and abide by the University’s 

Honor Code. The Code can be found here. It is your responsibility to see me if you have 

questions about these policies. George Mason University has an honor code that states the 

following: 

To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all 

members of the George Mason University community and with the desire for greater academic 

https://patriottech.gmu.edu/get-started/
http://mymason.gmu.edu/
https://help.blackboard.com/en-us/Learn/9.1_SP_10_and_SP_11/Student/002_Browser_Support_SP_11
https://help.blackboard.com/en-us/Learn/9.1_SP_10_and_SP_11/Student/002_Browser_Support_SP_11
http://mymasonportal.gmu.edu/
http://get.adobe.com/reader/
http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/
http://www.java.com/en/download/
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows/products/windows-media-player
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows/products/windows-media-player
http://support.apple.com/downloads/#quicktime
http://www.real.com/realplayer/search
http://antivirus.gmu.edu/
https://youtu.be/Hmm9Q-T0oTo
http://compstore.gmu.edu/
https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/


and personal achievement, we, the student members of the University Community have set forth 

this: 

b. Students must follow the university policy for Responsible Use of Computing 

c.  Student services:  The University provides range of services to help you succeed 

academically and you should make use of these if you think they could benefit you. I also invite 

you to speak to me (the earlier the better). Here is more help: Resources and Support Services 

https://historyarthistory.gmu.edu/undergraduate/resources-and-support-services 

 

 

d. Students are responsible for the content of university communications sent to their 

George Mason University email account and are required to activate their account and check it 

regularly. All communication from the university, college, school, and program will be sent to 

students solely through their Mason email account. 

e.  The George Mason University Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) staff 

consists of professional counseling and clinical psychologists, social workers, and counselors 

who offer a wide range of services (e.g., individual and group counseling, workshops and 

outreach programs) to enhance students’ personal experience and academic performance.   

Counseling Center: Student Union I, Room 364, 703-993-2380.   

f.   Students with disabilities who seek accommodations in a course must be registered with 

the George Mason University Office of Disability Services (ODS) and inform their instructor, in 

writing, at the beginning of the semester.  All academic accommodations must be arranged 

through that office. Please note that accommodations MUST BE MADE BEFORE assignments 

or exams are due. I cannot adjust your grade after the fact. 

g. Students must follow the university policy stating that all sound emitting devices shall be 

turned off during class unless otherwise authorized by the instructor. 

h. The George Mason University Writing Center staff provides a variety of resources and 

services (e.g., tutoring, workshops, writing guides, handbooks) intended to support students as 

they work to construct and share knowledge through writing. University Writing Center:  

Robinson Hall Room A114, 703-993-1200.  The writing center includes assistance for students 

for whom English is a second language. 

i.   Diversity: George Mason University promotes a living and learning environment for 

outstanding growth and productivity among its students, faculty and staff. Through its 

curriculum, programs, policies, procedures, services and resources, Mason strives to maintain a 

quality environment for work, study and personal growth. 

 

 

 

http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/policies/responsible-use-of-computing/
https://historyarthistory.gmu.edu/undergraduate/resources-and-support-services
http://caps.gmu.edu/
http://ods.gmu.edu/
http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/
http://ctfe.gmu.edu/professional-development/mason-diversity-statement/


 


