
HIST 125 (010)         Spring 2023 
 
 

 
Introduction to World History 

Professor: Dr. Aminur Rahman (arahma7@gmu.edu) 
The course starts on January 22 and ends on May 6, 2023 

Class Meets Tuesday & Thursday 3:00 p.m.-4.15 p.m. 
Room: PLANET 212 

Cell: 571 594 4559 (for emergencies only)  
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 
This course is designed to explore and engage with the historical processes that have 
shaped the modern world. It traces the trends of historical development that shaped 
people, reshaped cultures, and generated new economies. It also focuses on the cross-
cultural and cross-regional interaction of the world from the earliest period of history. 
While engaging with the major historical trends, this course also focuses on women’s 
participation and their active role in the historical discourse, not just as a marginalized 
group but as active interlocutors, while engaging in a debate about the concept of 
marginalized voices. The focus of the course will be mostly on non-Western regions of 
the world and their interaction in the global networks resulting from mercantile 
expansion, the industrial revolution, imperialism, nationalism, and their legacies in the 
post-colonial period. By the conclusion of the course, students should have a grasp of 
the major chronology of world history and will be able to assess and evaluate the 
sources, both primary and secondary, in providing an explanation and interpretation of 
world history. They will also be able to demonstrate – through speech, and writing- their 
understanding of patterns, processes, and themes in the history of the world.  
 
LEARNING OUTCOME 
 
After completion of the course, you will be able to 

1. Demonstrate familiarity with the major chronology of world history. 
2. Demonstrate the ability to narrate and explain long-term changes and continuities in 

world history. 
3. Identify, evaluate, and appropriately cite online and print resources. 
4. Communicate effectively— through speech, writing, and use of digital media—their 

understanding of patterns, processes, and themes in the history of the world. 

This class will be organized as BOTH lecture classes and interactive activities such as 
group work and discussion. 
  
REQUIRED TEXTS: These titles are available for purchase at the GMU Barnes & Noble 
in the Johnson Center.  
 

mailto:arahma7@gmu.edu


1. Elizabeth Pollard, et al. Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, Volume 2: from 1000 CE to 
the Present, 6th ed/5th ed W.W. Norton & Co.  
 
 

SUGGESTED READING (BUT NOT REQUIRED) 

• Robert W. Strayer and Eric W. Nelson, Ways of the World: A Brief Global History, Value 
Edition, Combined Volume, Fourth Edition (Boston & NY: Bedford/ St. Martin’s, 2018), ISBN 
978-1319113179.   

• Tom Standage, History of the World in Six Glasses (Walker Publishing Company, 2006). 
ISBN-13: 978-0802715524 

• James Carter and Richard Warren, Forging the Modern World: A History, 3rd Edition, 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2022) 

• James R. Rarr and Patrick J. Hearden, Wealth, Power and Inequality: In World History, 
Vol. 1 and Vol 2, (San Diego: Cognella, 2022)  

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING  
 
This course is structured to reward students who complete the assigned reading, come 
to class regularly, participate in discussions, and stay on top of their assignments. All 
students are expected to actively participate in each week’s discussion. To do this 
effectively you will need to read and think about the assigned reading before you come 
to class. In class, be prepared to ask questions and think critically about the material. 
Students will be evaluated based on both the quantity and the quality of their 
contributions to our weekly discussions. If you are uncomfortable speaking in front of 
the group, please talk to your instructor after class and explain your situation. Below is 
the grading procedure.  
 

A+ = 98-100; A = 93-97; A- = 90-92; B+ = 87-89; B = 82-86; B- = 80-81; C+ = 77-79; C = 72-76; C- = 
70-71; D+ = 67-69; D = 62-66; D- = 60-61; F = below 60   
 
Final semester grades are based on class attendance and participation in discussion, giving input 
on Discussion Board and 6 quizzes (50% altogether), two 2-3-page response papers and a mid-
term submission (25%), and a final research paper (25%) as final.  See “Discussion Board,” 
“Response Papers” and “Research Paper” below.   

 

• DISCUSSION BOARD 
You will be assessed on your participation in the class discussion. The discussion board is 
an extension of our class discussion. I want to see you actively participating in class 
discussions and giving your input as an active member of the group.  Discussion Board 
discussion is an extension of our classroom discussion.  You should submit one thoughtful 
comment or question on Discussion Board each week in order to receive full participation 
credit. Your answer should be precise and demonstrate your engagement with the class 
material. Questions and suggestions for discussion will be available on Blackboard each 
week.  
  

• RESPONSE PAPERS 
There are no formal exams for this course. Instead, two times during the semester you will 
be asked to write a 2-3-page (typed) response paper related to the material we will be 



studying in class. You will be given several questions to answer within the response 
paper.  
 

• RESEARCH PAPER 
You will also be asked to write a 2000 words research paper on your family history. You 
can use any scholarly system of footnoting if it is consistent throughout the paper. The 
intent of the paper is to reference and expand on the material studied in the class, and to 
explore further a topic of particular interest to you.  More information will be available on 
Blackboard.  

 

• Understanding your “Grade so far” on Blackboard: 
After a few weeks, in the Grade Center on Blackboard, you will see a column labeled 
“Grade so far.” This shows your current course grade based on the work you have 
completed and that I have graded so far. This lets you know how you have performed in 
this course so far. It does NOT say “this will be your final grade if you stop working now.” 
So, use “Grade so far” to know how you have performed so far and to inspire you to keep 
your work at a high quality for the rest of the semester! 

 
 

GENERAL WRITING INSTRUCTION 
 
Regarding organization, the paper should be written in a proper essay format with a 
thesis statement that is supported throughout the rest of the paper. The first paragraph 
is an introduction and make sure that you present your main argument here in a clear 
manner. The subsequent paragraphs (the body) should provide your argument. The 
body of your paper should support the ideas proposed in the introduction. The last 
paragraph is your conclusion which does not introduce any new material but 
summarizes your paper. This section should serve to wrap up your paper. The 
introduction and conclusion should speak to each other. 

You are required to cite references in writing your papers. Use of these references should 
follow the techniques outlined below. Footnotes and citations are required. If you get a 
fact from a textbook, book, or journal article, you must list the author, date, and page 
in the footnote. You will cite your references to give credit to persons whose ideas or 
facts you use. All quotes must have a citation; otherwise, it is plagiarism (see the section 
on plagiarism below). Remember, always cite the primary reference—If you take a 
specific point from one of the course textbooks, and that point is cited as being derived 
from a work by another author, look in the bibliography of the textbook for that original 
citation. 

For citation, YOU CAN HAVE A LOOK INTO the American Historical Association Style. 
You can have a detailed style guide here: 

http://deerfield.history.museum/dtc/programs/American%20Historical%20Review%2
0Citation%20Style.pdf 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Students must be responsible for their own work. Students must adhere to the guidelines of the 
George Mason University Honor Code. Any student found cheating, including plagiarism, will 
receive a grade of “0” for the assignment or exam and may also be referred to the Dean of Student 

http://deerfield.history.museum/dtc/programs/American%20Historical%20Review%20Citation%20Style.pdf
http://deerfield.history.museum/dtc/programs/American%20Historical%20Review%20Citation%20Style.pdf


Services for additional disciplinary action. If you are unsure what plagiarism is, you should read 
through this website: 
http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.htm 
 
MasonLive/EMAIL (GMU Email) 
Students are responsible for the content of university communications sent to their George Mason 
University email account and are required to activate their account and check it regularly. All 
communication from the university, college, school, and program will be sent to students solely 
through their Mason email account.  

Once you sign up for your Patriot Pass, your passwords will be synchronized, and you will 
use your Patriot Pass username and password to log in to the following systems: Blackboard, 
University Libraries, MasonLive, myMason, Patriot Web. 

 
UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
Students must follow the university policies. [See http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu]. 
 
RESPONSIBLE USE OF COMPUTING 
Students must follow the university policy for Responsible Use of Computing. [See 
http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/1301gen.html]. 
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
Students with disabilities who seek accommodations in a course must be registered with the 
George Mason University Office of Disability Services (ODS) and inform their instructor, in 
writing, at the beginning of the semester [See http://ods.gmu.edu]. 
 
WITHDRAWAL FROM CLASS 
If you choose to withdraw from this class, you must check the appropriate deadlines and proceed 
with the withdrawal process.   
 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE  
 
The schedule below indicates themes, topics, readings, & deadlines.  
 

Week 1 (January 24 and 26):  
 
Tuesday: Introduction and orientation  
 
Thursday: Discussion about historical methods, how to deal with primary and secondary 
sources 
 
Week 2 (January 31 and February 2):  
 

Dawn of History: Agriculture, River, and Cities 

Tuesday:  Ancient civilizations  
 
Thursday: The beginnings of social inequality   

http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.htm
http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/
http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/1301gen.html
http://ods.gmu.edu/


 
 
Required reading for this week:  

 
1. Bulliet et.al. eds: ‘From the origins of Agriculture to the First River-Valley 

Civilizations, 8000-1500 B.C.E’: The earth and its people, [Chapter One] 
Sixth Edition.  

  

2. Watt, Carey A. ‘World History, Liberal Arts, and Global Citizenship’, The 
Journal of General Education, Vol. 61, No. 3, 2012, pp. 211-228.  

 
 

(Reading will be provided on the Blackboard)  

 
  
Week 3 (February 7 and 9):  
 

Becoming ‘the World’ 1000-1300 
 

Tuesday:  Connecting the world through trade:  Asia and Africa 
 

 Thursday: Connecting the world through trade: Europe 
 
 

Required reading for this week: Tignor et.al. eds, World Together World Apart, (Vol 2) 
Becoming ‘the world’, 1000-1300’ [Chapter 10] 

 

(This reading is from your textbook)  

 
Week 4 (February 14 and 16):  
 

Contact and Colonization 
 
Tuesday: European exploration and expansion  
 
Thursday: The Atlantic world and religious turmoil  
 
Required reading for this week: Tignor et.al. eds, World Together World Apart, (Vol 2) 
Becoming ‘the world’, 1450-1600’ [Chapter 12] 

 

(This reading is from your textbook)  

 
 

Week 5 (February 21 and 23):  
 

Cultures of Splendor and Power 
 

Tuesday: Culture and politics in Asia and Africa 
 



Thursday: Enlightenment in Europe and its influence in America 
 

Required reading for this week.  Tignor et.al. eds, World Together World Apart, 
‘Cultures of Splendor and Poer, 1500-1780’ [Chapter 14] 
 

(This reading is from your textbook) 
 
RESPONSE PAPER # 1 IS DUE ON WHITEBOARD, NO LATER THAN 11:59 P.M. ON FEBRUARY 23, 
2023 
 
THE ARTICLE WILL BE PROVIDED ON THE BLACKBOARD  

 
Week 6 (February 28 and March 2):  
 
Tuesday:  Social changes in Africa and Asia 

 
Thursday: New language of freedom 
 

Required Reading 1.  Tignor et.al. eds, World Together World Apart, ‘Reordering 
the World 1750 -1850’ [Chapter 15] 

 

(This reading is from your textbook) 
 

Midterm Due: March 2, 2023, before midnight on Backboard  
Midterm question will be provided on Blackboard  

 
Week 7 (March 7 and 9): Nation and Empire  
 
Tuesday: Building Nation-state in Europe 
 
Thursday: Industry, Science, and technology  
 

Required Reading Tignor et.al. eds, World Together World Apart, ‘Nations and 
Empires 1850- 1914’ [Chapter 17] 

 
Week 8 (March 14 and 16): SPRING BREAK! 
 
Have a nice break.  
 
Week 9 (March 21 and 23):  
 
Tuesday: Social Movement  
Thursday: Discontent with Imperialism  
 
Required Reading. Tignor et.al. eds, World Together World Apart, ‘An Unsettled World 
1890-1914’ [Chapter 18] 

 
Week 10 (March 28 and 30):  War and Social Changes  



Tuesday: The Great War 
Thursday: Mass politics  
 
Required Reading. Tignor et.al. eds, World Together World Apart, ‘An Unsettled World 
1890-1914’ [Chapter 19] 

 
RESPONSE PAPER # 2 IS DUE ON BLACKBOARD, NO LATER THAN 11:59 P.M. ON MARCH 30, 2023 
 
AN ARTICLE WILL BE PROVIDED ON THE BLACKBOARD 
 

Week 11 (April 4 and 6): The Three-World Order 1940 -1975 
 
Tuesday:  Beginning of the Cold War 
Thursday: Tension within the three-world 
 

Required Reading 1.  Tignor et.al. eds, World Together World Apart, ‘The Three 
World Order’ [Chapter 20] 

 
Week 12 (April 11 and 13):  Globalization 
 
Tuesday:  Global integration  
 
Thursday: Citizenship in the Global World  
 

Required Reading.  1. Tignor et.al. eds, World Together World Apart, 

‘Globalization 1970- 2000’ [Chapter 21] 
  

Week 13 (April 18 and 20):  Global Challenges  
 
Tuesday:  Russia, China, and India 
 
Thursday: USA and Europe  
 

Required Reading:  Tignor et.al. eds, World Together World Apart, ‘The Three 
World Order’ [Chapter 21] 

 
Week 14 (April 25 and 27): Challenges of our time and its historical connection 
 
Tuesday: Russia  
Thursday: China, South Asia, Middle east  
 

Final Research Paper Due on midnight 27th April.  
 
Week 15 (May 2 and 4): Family History Presentation  
 
Tuesday: 



Thursday:  
 
 

 

FURTHER READING 
 

Vivers, Peter von. Patterns of World History, OUP: Vol. 1 and Vol. 2. 2012.   
 

Daniels and Hyslop: Almanac of World History, Third Edition.  
 

Prakash, Gyan ‘Subaltern Studies as Postcolonial Criticism’, The American Historical 
Review, Vol. 99, No. 5 (Dec., 1994), pp. 1475-1490 Published by: Oxford University 

Press on behalf of the American Historical Association  
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/2168385 
 

Hannah Beech, ‘The Face of Buddhist Terror’, July 01, 2013 TIME magazine 
 

Harari, Youval Noah, Sapiens: A Brief History of Mankind, HarperCollins Publishers: 
2015.  
 

Said, Edward: Orientalism, Vintage Book: 1978.  
 

Huntington, Samuel P., The Clash of Civilization and the Remaking of World Order, 
TouchStone: 1997.  
 

Chakrabarty, Dipesh, Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial Thought and Historical 
Difference: Princeton University Press, 2007. 
 
 

Good Luck 
 
 

### 
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