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International Economic Policy 
ECON 385 
Spring 2023 
Section DL1 

 

Professor Joshua Ammons 
Department of Economics 
Email: jammons3@gmu.edu 

 

Meetings to be scheduled by appointment  

This course is a core course for the Global Affairs major. This course may not be applied 

toward the elective course requirement needed for a major or minor in economics.  

COURSE OVERVIEW AND OBJECTIVES: 

This course focuses on international economic policy using the standard tools of economic analysis 
and case studies. You will first learn the basic tools of economics: supply and demand, opportunity 
cost, comparative advantage, and the marginal way of thinking. These basics will provide the 
foundation for both the rest of this course. A significant component of economic analysis is the 
search for all of the consequences of a policy, both in the short term and the long run. As such, 
part one of the course will be spent understanding the institutions that develop in market-oriented 
economies and describing the effects of these institutions and laws on behavior. 

We will examine how economic institutions, property rights, and the operation of markets 
differ across countries and why these differences emerge. Why do some countries experience more 
economic progress and prosperity than others? What can our theory help us understand in our 
quest for greater income mobility, sustainable and free political institutions and sound international 
political relationships? By the end of the course, you will understand how such institutions and 
laws promote trade by offering relatively low-cost access to goods and services via a market price 
system. You will also understand how to apply the tools of economics to an array of policy issues. 

Our focus is on the wealth of economic and political changes that have occurred in Africa, 
Asia, Eastern Europe, and the United States during the past 40 years. I will explain the reasons 
why some economic policies encourage trade and growth between countries and other policies 
reduce economic activity. In general terms, we will compare the incentives of leaders, businesses 
and consumers across alternative economic institutions found in different countries. I will draw on 
numerous cases and historical examples to illustrate these different incentives and how they 
affect income, specifically poverty, trade between countries, and political stability. We will also 
examine the barriers faced by governments in the use of international policy, particularly trade 
policies. Overall, the objective of this course is to teach you how to apply “the economic way of 
thinking” to matters pertaining to international economic policy. 

 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS: 
The reading for this course comes from three sources: books, journal articles, and online readings. 
Each week’s assignment will be uploaded to Blackboard. I have provided links to readings in 
Blackboard, but some of them will require access to the GMU online library. 
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Activities and assignments in this course will regularly use the Blackboard learning system, 
available at https://mymason.gmu.edu. Students are required to have regular, reliable access to a 
computer with an updated operating system (recommended: Windows 10 or Mac OSX 10.13 or 
higher) and a stable broadband Internet connection (cable modem, DSL, satellite broadband, etc., 
with a consistent 1.5 Mbps [megabits per second] download speed or higher. You can check your 
speed settings using the speed test on this website.) 
 
 
COURSE STRUCTURE & GRADING: 
There will be two tests and twelve short quizzes. Each test contains a maximum of 100 points 
towards your final grade, and each quiz counts 10 points. Therefore, the denominator for your 
final grade is 320. I will replace your two lowest quiz grades with 10 points at the end of the 
semester.    
 
 
Grade Breakdown 

Grade Quality 
Points 

Your 
Points/320 

Status 

A+ 4 100 - 96.7 Passing 
A 4 96.6 - 93.3 Passing 
A- 3.67 93.2 - 90 Passing 
B+ 3.33 89.9 - 86.6 Passing 
B 3 86.5 - 83.3 Passing 
B- 2.67 83.2 - 80 Passing 
C+ 2.33 79.9 - 76.6 Passing 
C 2 76.5 - 73.3 Passing 
C- 1.67 73.2 - 70 Passing 
D 1 69.9 - 60 Passing 
F 0 59.9 - 0 Failing 

 
Late Policy 
Quizzes and exams will not be accepted late (pursuant to exceptions outlined in University 
policy). The quizzes and tests will appear on Blackboard at the beginning of the associated week 
and disappear at the end of the week. If you have an exception as outlined in University policy, 
please email me at the beginning of the week to make alternative arrangements. 
 

Class Lecture Schedule 
 

Please be sure to read all materials and watch all videos in Blackboard before your quiz or test each 
week.  

 
 

SCHEDULED OUTLINE OF COURSE READINGS 

1. Markets as Emergent Orders (Jan.23-28) 
 

2. Institutions, Property Rights, and Social Cooperation (Jan.29-Feb.4) 
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Quiz Due Feb. 4  
 

3. Social Cooperation under the Division of Labor (Feb.5-11) 
 Quiz Due Feb. 11 
 

4. Knowledge and the Price System: Supply and Demand Analysis (Feb.12-18) 

Quiz Due Feb. 18 
 

5. Economic and Political Freedom (Feb.19-25) 
  Quiz Due Feb. 25 
 
6. The Economics of Politics, Pt. 1: Market Exchange vs. Political Exchange (Feb.26-March 

4) 
  Quiz Due March 4 
 

7. The Economics of Politics, Pt. 2: Rent Seeking vs. Profit Seeking (March 5-11) 

Midterm Due March 11 
 
 

8. No Class, University Closed (March 12 – 19) 
 
9. How do we Measure Economic Progress? (March 20-25)  

  Quiz Due March 25 
 

10. Relief from Foreign Competition? (March 26 – April 1) 
 Quiz Due April 1 
 
11. Free Trade or Managed Trade? (April 2 – 8) 
Quiz Due April 8 

 
12. Can State-Led Humanitarian Aid Deliver Economic Progress? (April 9 – 15) 

  Quiz Due April 15 
 
13. Immigration and Economic Growth (April 16 – 22) 
Quiz Due April 22 

 
14. Liberal Internationalism (April 23 – 29) 
Quiz Due April 29 
 
15. Cultural Foundations of Development (April 30 - May 6) 
Quiz Due May 6 
 
 
Final Exam (May 10) 

NAME AND PRONOUN USE: 
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If you wish, please share your name and gender pronouns with me and indicate how best to 
address you in class and via email. I use he/him for myself and you may address me as Graduate 
Lecturer Josh Ammons, Prof. Josh Ammons, or Mr. Josh Ammons in email and verbally. 
 
DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS: 
Disability Services at George Mason University is committed to upholding the letter and spirit of 
the laws that ensure equal treatment of people with disabilities. Under the administration of 
University Life, Disability Services implements and coordinates reasonable accommodations and 
disability-related services that afford equal access to university programs and activities. Students 
can begin the registration process with Disability Services at any time during their enrollment at 
George Mason University. If you are seeking accommodations, please visit http://ds.gmu.edu/ for 
detailed information about the Disability Services registration process. Disability Services is 
located in Student Union Building I (SUB I), Suite 2500. Email:ods@gmu.edu | Phone: (703) 993-
2474 
 
DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION: 
This course seeks to create a learning environment that fosters respect for people across identities. 
We welcome and value individuals and their differences, including gender expression and 
identity, race, economic status, sex, sexuality, ethnicity, national origin, first language, religion, 
age and ability. We encourage all members of the learning environment to engage with the 
material personally, but to also be open to exploring and learning from experiences different than 
their own. Students in my previous class, on average, said that I “encouraged expression of 
diverse perspectives” at rates higher than the department, the school, and GMU as a whole, and I 
take great pride in this fact.   
 
COVID-19: 
Reference the Safe Return to Campus page so you can keep track of any updates and changes. 
Students who have a Covid-related disability should contact the Disability Services office; DS 
will contact faculty using standard protocols about any students who require accommodations. 
Faculty are not expected to create accommodations for students outside of the Disability Services 
official guidelines. 
 
NOTICE OF MANDATORY REPORTING OF SEXUAL OR INTERPERSONAL 
MISCONDUCT:  
As a faculty member, I am designated as a “Non-Confidential Employee,” and must report all 
disclosures of sexual assault, sexual harassment, interpersonal violence, stalking, sexual 
exploitation, complicity, and retaliation to Mason’s Title IX Coordinator per University Policy 
1202. If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, please contact one of Mason’s 
confidential resources, such as Student Support and Advocacy Center (SSAC) at 703-993-3686 or 
Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) at 703-993-2380. You may also seek assistance or 
support measures from Mason’s Title IX Coordinator by calling 703-993-8730, or emailing 
titleix@gmu.edu. 
 
MASON EMAIL:  
Students must use their Mason email account to receive important University information, 
including communications related to this class. I will not respond to messages sent from or send 
messages to a non-Mason email address. 
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ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: 
The University Honor Code is upheld and supported by the Office for Academic Integrity. 
The integrity of the University community is affected by the individual choices made by each of 
us. Mason has an Honor Code with clear guidelines regarding academic integrity. Three 
fundamental and rather simple principles to follow at all times are that: (1) all work submitted be 
your own; (2) when using the work or ideas of others, including fellow students, give full credit 
through accurate citations; and (3) if you are uncertain about the ground rules on a particular 
assignment, ask for clarification. No grade is important enough to justify academic misconduct. 
Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another person 
without giving the person credit. Writers give credit through accepted documentation styles, such 
as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or endnotes. Paraphrased material must also be cited, using the 
appropriate format for this class. A simple listing of books or articles is not sufficient. Plagiarism 
is the equivalent of intellectual robbery and cannot be tolerated in the academic setting. If you have 
any doubts about what constitutes plagiarism, please see me. 

 
Mason is an Honor Code university; please see the Office for Academic Integrity for a full 
description of the code and the honor committee process. The principle of academic integrity is 
taken very seriously and violations are treated gravely. What does academic integrity mean in this 
course? Essentially this: when you are responsible for a task, you will perform that task. When you 
rely on someone else’s work in an aspect of the performance of that task, you will give full credit 
in the proper, accepted form. Another aspect of academic integrity is the free play of ideas. 
Vigorous discussion and debate are encouraged in this course, with the firm expectation that all 
aspects of the class will be conducted with civility and respect for differing ideas, perspectives, 
and traditions. When in doubt (of any kind) please ask for guidance and clarification. 
 
All assignments in this course will be given with the use of the Respondus Lockdown Browser. 
This course requires the use of LockDown Browser and a webcam for online exams. The webcam 
can be built into your computer (internal webcam) or can be the type of webcam that plugs in with 
a USB cable (external webcam). Watch this short video to get a basic understanding of LockDown 
Browser and the webcam feature. A Quick Start Guide for Students is also available. 

 You will need the following system requirements for online exams: 
o Windows: 10, 8, 7 
o Mac: OS X 10.10 or higher 
o iOS: 10.0+ (iPad only). Must have a compatible LMS integration [Details]. 
o Web camera (internal or external) & microphone 
o A reliable internet connection 
o Prior to your first exam, you must install LockDown Browser following the step-by-

step instructions. 
 To ensure LockDown Browser and the webcam are set up properly, do the following: 

o Start LockDown Browser, log into Blackboard and select this course. 
o Locate and select the Help Center button on the LockDown Browser toolbar. 
o Run the Webcam Check and, if necessary, resolve any issues or permissions your 

computer prompts. 
o Run the System & Network Check. If a problem is indicated, see if a solution is 

provided in the Knowledge Base. Further troubleshooting is available through the 
ITS Support Center. 

o Exit the Help Center and locate the practice quiz named [NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR: 
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Create a brief practice quiz and insert name/location of quiz]. 
o Upon completing and submitting the practice quiz, exit LockDown Browser. 

 When taking an online exam that requires LockDown Browser and a webcam, remember 
the following guidelines: 

o Ensure you're in a location where you won't be interrupted 
o Turn off all other devices (e.g. tablets, phones, second computers) and place them 

outside of your reach 
o Clear your desk of all external materials not permitted — books, papers, phones, 

other devices 
o Before starting the test, know how much time is available for it, and that you’ve 

allotted sufficient time to complete it 
o Remain at your computer for the duration of the testMake sure that your computer 

is plugged into a power source, or that battery is fully-charged. 
o If the computer or networking environment is different than what was used 

previously with the Webcam Check and System & Network Check in LockDown 
Browser, run the checks again prior to starting the test 

 To produce a good webcam video, do the following: 
o Do not wear a baseball cap or hat with a brim that obscures your face 
o Ensure your computer or tablet is on a firm surface (a desk or table). Do NOT have 

the computer on your lap, a bed, or any other surface where the device (or you) are 
likely to move 

o If using a built-in (internal) webcam, avoid tilting the screen after the webcam setup 
is complete 

o Take the exam in a well-lit room and avoid backlighting, such as sitting with your 
back to a window 

o Remember that LockDown Browser will prevent you from accessing other websites 
or applications; you will be unable to exit the test until all questions are completed 
and submitted 

 
All course materials posted to Blackboard or other course site are private to this class; by federal 
law, any materials that identify specific students (via their name, voice, or image) must not be 
shared with anyone not enrolled in this class. 
 
Video recordings -- whether made by instructors or students -- of class meetings that include audio, 
visual, or textual information from other students are private and must not be shared outside the 
class 
 
Live video conference meetings (e.g. Collaborate or Zoom) that include audio, textual, or visual 
information from other students must be viewed privately and not shared with others in your 
household or recorded and shared outside the class 
 
Some kinds of participation in online study sites violate the Mason Honor code: these include 
accessing exam or quiz questions for this class; accessing exam, quiz, or assignment answers for 
this class; uploading of any of the instructor's materials or exams; and uploading any of your own 
answers or finished work.  Always consult your syllabus and your professor before using these 
sites. 
 
OTHER SERVICES PROVIDED BY GMU: 
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 Student Support and Advocacy Center (SSAC) 
 Counseling and Psychological Services 
 The Learning Services Office or field-specific tutoring 
 The Center for Culture, Equity, and Empowerment 
 LBGTQ+ Resources 
 University Career Services 
 University Writing Center 

Information and links regarding these and other student support offices are available on 
our Student Support Resources on Campus page. 
 

 

 

 


