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ARTH 201 –History of Western Art II– Spring 2023  

Dr. Saskia Turpijn      Email: sturpijn@gmu.edu  Student Hours: by appointment 
 

*** THIS SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE*** 
 
Course Description 
This course examines the western visual arts, including painting, sculpture, printmaking, photography, 
and architecture, from the fifteenth to the twentieth century in historical contexts. It will address the 
major art movements and art styles of this time period. The course will take as starting point the 
historical circumstances from which the art styles and trends emerged, placing the art into the wider 
social, cultural, political, and economic structures of the time. The goal is to provide students with a 
foundational knowledge and frame of reference of the main western art movements and artworks. 
 
Mason Core Learning Outcomes 
This course is part of the Mason Core and fulfills requirements for the Arts category. This means that 
this course is guided by specific student learning outcomes designed for Mason Core courses. Students 
who successfully complete a course in the Arts category must meet the first learning outcome and a 
minimum of two of the remaining four learning outcomes: 
 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between artistic process, and a work’s 
underlying concept, and where appropriate, contexts associated with the work. 

• Identify and analyze the formal elements of a particular art form using vocabulary and critique 
appropriate to that form. 

• Analyze cultural productions using standards appropriate to the form, as well as the works 
cultural significance and context. 

• Analyze and interpret the content of material or performance culture through its social, 
historical, and personal contexts. 

• Engage in generative artistic processes, including conception, creation, and ongoing critical 
analysis. 

 
Learning Objectives of History of Western Art II 
Upon successful completion of the course, a student should be able to: 
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• identify the visual hallmarks of fifteenth-century to contemporary art for formal, technical, and 
expressive qualities. 

• interpret the meaning of those artworks based on their themes, subjects, and symbols. 
• relate fifteenth-century to contemporary artists and art to their cultural, economic, and political 

contexts. 
• apply the vocabulary and concepts used to discuss the art, artists, and art history of this time 

period. 
• interpret the art of this time period, using appropriate art historical methods, such as 

observation, comparison, and inductive reasoning. 
 
Online Learning Considerations 
Many students believe that an online class is relatively “easy” but survey responses from students who 
have taken an online class described the experience as “harder than expected.” This is due to the unique 
nature of the online environment. It is important to keep up with the class content (readings & lectures) 
as well as the discussions and assignments. Check the course schedule regularly to familiarize yourself 
with the work and due dates. 
 
Contact Your Professor 
If you would like to contact me you can either send me an email at sturpijn@gmu.edu or you can 
request a zoom meeting so we can chat virtually face-to-face. If you are new to Zoom you can find 
training and support at the Zoom webpage. I don’t have specific student hours but will be available on a 
regular basis to meet with you on zoom. Just send me an email that you would like to meet with me and 
I will email you the zoom link. Under normal circumstances I will be able to meet with you within 48 
hours. 
 
Course Delivery and Learning Management System (LMS) 
This is an online asynchronous course using the Blackboard LMS. The course consists of weekly modules. 
Lectures will be available on Blackboard. If you are new to Blackboard you can find training and support 
at the Blackboard webpage. If there are technical problems please contact the IT Helpdesk immediately. 
I will not be able to help you in resolving technical issues. 
 
Course Readings 
Marilyn Stokstad and Michael W. Cothren, Art History. 6th edition.  
We will use the eBook version which is integrated on the Revel platform, an interactive web platform of 
publisher Pearson. For an introduction to Revel click https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QhFUt_AZqs. 
Go to GMU bookstore to buy the eBook in Revel. Click here https://linktr.ee/gmubookstore. 
This is READING-INTENSIVE CLASS! Most weeks we will read a full chapter. Expect to spend 3 to 4 hours 
of reading each week. 
 
Course Work 
Weekly Assignments 

1. Lectures: two lectures, one before and one after the reading 
2. Reading, one per week 
3. Multiple Choice Quiz, 10 to 20 questions 

Non-Weekly Assignments: 
1. Self-introduction on the discussion board 
2. Discussion board once every two weeks 
3. Exams, every four to five weeks, three in total 

mailto:sturpijn@gmu.edu
https://its.gmu.edu/service/zoom/
https://its.gmu.edu/knowledge-base/blackboard-instructional-technology-support-for-students/
https://its.gmu.edu/help-support/its-support-center/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QhFUt_AZqs
https://linktr.ee/gmubookstore
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You should expect to spend an average of about 9 hours per week for this 3-credit course.  
 
Weekly Class Assignments and Deadlines 
The class is organized in 14 modules, one module for each week of class. The readings, lectures, 
discussion board assignments, and quizzes and exams each have specific posting times and deadlines. 
 

Assignment Posting Day Due Day  
Pre-reading lecture Sunday 8 am Wednesday 11 pm 3 comments on VoiceThread 
Reading Online available Wednesday Make notes 
Post-reading lecture Wednesday 8 am Thursday 11 pm 3 comments on VoiceThread 
Quiz Thursday 8 am Thursday 11 pm Weekly, but not in exam weeks 
Discussion Board Wednesday 8 am Friday 11 pm Every other week 
Exam Friday 8 am Friday 11 pm Week 5, 10, 14 
Tiki Toki Timeline Extra Credit Sunday 8 am Friday 11 pm March 19 and April 21 
Museum Paper Extra Credit Monday 8 am Friday 3/24 May 5 

 

Lectures in VoiceThread 
• Lectures will be recorded in VoiceThread. Each lecture is approximately 20 to 30 minutes long. 
• The VoiceThread lectures will be available on Blackboard.  
• Each week I will post the pre-reading lecture on Sunday and post-reading lecture on 

Wednesday. 
• See this short VoiceThread introduction video. 
• Audio Comments: Students are required to make 3 audio comments in each VoiceThread 

lecture. Instructions for audio comments. 
The VoiceThreads are PowerPoint presentations that exist of slides and an occasional short 
video. After watching the VoiceThread choose three slides for which you want to leave a 
comment and first listen to the comments of your peers before you leave your own comment. 
Comments can exist of questions and/or your reaction to the slide. I encourage you to answer 
questions that other students have posted or give your reaction to their comments.  

 
Discussion Board 

• Once every two weeks there will be a discussion board assignment. The discussion boards will 
take place in the even-numbered modules.  

• Once you have viewed both VoiceThread lectures go to the discussion board to read the prompt 
for that lecture. You will respond to the prompt in 2 steps: 
1. Primary Post 

The prompt will differ for each week, for instance asking what you found exciting or hard to 
understand in the readings and/or lecture, or what you think of a certain artwork or 
movement. The goal is to activate you into a reflection and opinion-making mode. Once 
you have submitted your post you will be able to see the posts of your peers. 

2. Response Post 
Once your primary post is submitted you will read the posts of your co-students. You are 
asked to read all of them and make a comment to a post of one of your peers. The goal is 
to simulate a class discussion and learn from each other. 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PuJJ3purvw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_DIGkmSIbz8
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Quizzes 
• Every Thursday there will a Multiple-Choice Quiz. 
• These quizzes will mostly exist of 10 to 20 multiple choice questions. 
• These are open-book quizzes, so you can use all class materials to find the answers. 
• The quizzes are un-timed, so you can take as long as you need to, but they are only available on 

Thursdays from 8 am until 11 pm. 
• You can only see one question at a time, and once you have answered a question and have hit 

submit you cannot return to that question to change your answer. 
 
Non-Weekly Assignments 
Self-Introduction Statement 

In week 1 you will post a short introduction of yourself on the discussion board. This 
introduction is meant for your classmates. It is entirely up to you what you want to write in your 
introduction, but some things that are interesting for other students to know are which program 
you major in, what your reasons are for taking this class, and what you hope to achieve with 
your degree from GMU. Feel free to add other things about yourself that you like to share with 
your co-students, but make sure it is written in proper English. You can also make your 
introduction through audio or video in Kaltura. The Introduction is due Friday Jan 27. 

 
Individual Zoom Meeting - voluntary 

• At the start of the semester I welcome all students to have a 5 to 10-minute individual zoom 
meeting with me.  

• In this meeting we can introduce ourselves, discuss any concerns and, if you wish, your 
preferred personal pronouns. 

• Send me an email at sturpijn@gmu.edu if you wish to have an individual zoom meeting. 
 
Exams 
There will be 3 exams. Each exam exists of 20 to 30 multiple choice questions and 2 to 4 short answer 
questions.  
The exams will take place in week 5, 10, and 14, and will be available all-day Friday (8 am - 11 pm). 
 
Extra-Credit Assignments 
There are 3 extra-credit opportunities: 

• two Tiki Toki Timeline assignments – see examples of the Tiki Toki Timeline at https://www.tiki-
toki.com/ - choose an artwork, describe it according to my instructions that are posted on 
Blackboard and put it on the shared timeline https://www.tiki-
toki.com/timeline/entry/1919955/Western-Art-History-II/ – due on March 19 and April 21  

• Museum paper – go to the National Gallery of Art, choose an artwork and write a 4-page paper 
about it according to my instructions that are posted on Blackboard – due on May 5  

 
Attendance & Participation 
This is a 3-credit course, and for every credit hour it is expected that students are putting in 3-4 hours of 
work. This means that you should spend between 9-12 hours a week on this class completing readings, 
viewing the lectures, completing the activities, and engaging with your peers. Attendance is measured 
through your active participation in each module but will not be graded. 
 
  

mailto:sturpijn@gmu.edu
https://www.tiki-toki.com/
https://www.tiki-toki.com/
https://www.tiki-toki.com/timeline/entry/1919955/Western-Art-History-II/
https://www.tiki-toki.com/timeline/entry/1919955/Western-Art-History-II/
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Grading* 
The above assignments carry these percentage values: 
VoiceThreads and Audio Comments    20% 
Discussion Boards      10% 
Quizzes        30% 
Exams         40% 
Extra-credit assignments     10%  
        110% 
*Grading percentages may be shifted as needed in the course of the semester. 

Grades will be assigned according to this scale: 

A = 90-100 %, B = 80-89.9 %, C = 70–79.9 %, D = 60-69.9%, F = below 60 % 

Late/Missing Work Policy 
At GMU we are very aware that keeping up with the classwork can be stressful. So here are two rules 
that are designed to give a little relief. 

1. If comments on the VoiceThread lectures are late, 2 points (of a maximum of 10) every day up 
to 4 days will be deducted from the grade. After 4 days the assignment will automatically 
receive a zero.  

2. Students can drop the lowest 2 quiz grades.  
Note: Quizzes and exams can only be taken on the assigned day. There will be no make-up days.  
 
Please contact me as soon as possible if you are experiencing any difficulties with the course content, 
finding your way around the Blackboard pages, or meeting deadlines. 
 
Course Schedule  
The course is divided in 14 modules, one module for each week of class. 
The schedule for the modules can be found in Blackboard, under the Course Schedule tab. 
 

University Policies and Information 

Academic Integrity 
At George Mason University, Academic Integrity is demonstrated in our work, community, the 
classroom and research. We maintain this commitment to high academic standards through Mason’s 
Honor Code. It is an agreement made by all members of our community to not “cheat, steal, plagiarize, 
or lie in matters related to your academic work.” Students sign an agreement to adhere to the Honor 
Code on their application for admission to Mason and are responsible for being aware of the most 
current version of the code. 
 
Online Conduct 
I expect all students to communicate with one another and with me in a respectful and inclusive 
manner. Failing to do so may result in a report to the Office of Student Conduct. 
 
E-mail 
All emails regarding this course will be sent to your GMU email address. Please send all emails to co-
students or me from your GMU email address, so don’t send me emails from your personal email 
address. Check you GMU email at least once a day during the week because weekly assignment 
schedules and other announcements will arrive in your GMU email box. 
  

https://oai.gmu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/George-Mason-University-Honor-Code-2021-2022-final.pdf
https://oai.gmu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/George-Mason-University-Honor-Code-2021-2022-final.pdf
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Disabilities 
Students with disabilities are welcome in this class. GMU is committed to creating a learning 
environment that meets the needs of its diverse student body. If you anticipate or experience any 
barriers to learning in this course, please feel welcome to discuss your concerns with me. You can also 
visit the Disability Services website and seek support from the Disability Services Office if you have 
questions, need support, or want to determine if you have a disability. 
 
Anti-Racism Statement 
As a member of the George Mason University community, I will work to create an educational 
environment that is committed to anti-racism and inclusive excellence. An anti-racist approach to higher 
education acknowledges the ways that individual, interpersonal, institutional, and structural 
manifestations of racism against Black individuals, indigenous people, and other people of color 
contribute to inequality and injustice in our classrooms, on our campuses, and in our communities. Anti-
racist work strives to provide our community members with resources to interrupt cycles of racism so as 
to cultivate a more equitable, inclusive, and just environment for all of our students, staff, faculty, 
alumni, and friends, regardless of racial background. I believe that the work of anti-racism starts with 
each individual; together, students and faculty in this course will build knowledge and take actions 
rooted in principles of equity, inclusion, and justice that we will carry with us throughout our lives.  
 
Diversity/Inclusion Statement  
The Department of History and Art History, an intentionally inclusive community, promotes and 
maintains an equitable and just work and learning environment. We welcome and value individuals and 
their differences including race, economic status, gender expression and identity, sex, sexual 
orientation, ethnicity, national origin, first language, religion, age, and ability status.  
 
Name, Gender Identity, and Pronouns Use   
If you wish, please share your name and gender pronouns with me and how best to address you on 
zoom and via email. I use she/her for myself and you may address me as Prof. or Ms. Turpijn, or Prof. or 
Ms. Saskia Turpijn in email and verbally.  I also invite you to let me know how I should pronounce your 
name. My family name is pronounced as “Turpin”. 
 
Religious Observations 
Requests for religious accommodations should be directed to Human Resources and Payroll at: 
Phone: 703-993-2600, Email: hr@gmu.edu. 
Questions about religious observations may also be referred to the Office of Compliance, Diversity, and 
Ethics at: Phone: 703-993-8730, Email: cde@gmu.edu. 
 
Note to Student 
By choosing to remain in this class, you agree to abide by the standards set forth in this syllabus. 

https://ds.gmu.edu/

