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LING 523 DL: English Pronunciation and Pedagogy (3 credits) – Fall 2022 

 

Instructor: Giulia Masella Soldati  (gmasella@gmu.edu)

Office hours: by appointment, on Zoom or in person 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS AND READINGS 

1. Reetz, H., & Jongman, A. (2020). Phonetics (2nd edition). Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell. 

ISBN: 978-1118712955 (referred to as “P”) 

2. Avery, P., & Ehrlich, S. (1992). Teaching American English Pronunciation. Oxford: Oxford. 

ISBN: 9780194328159 (referred to as “TAEP”) 

3. Derwing, T., & Munro, M. (2005). Second Language Accent and Pronunciation Teaching: A 

Research-Based Approach. TESOL Q 39:3, 379-397. (available on Blackboard)  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND GOALS 

Through our readings, homework assignments, discussions, and demonstrations, we will examine 

in detail the sound system of Modern English. This class will help you to uncover a subset of the 

linguistic knowledge that all native speakers of English possess. The topics to be discussed include: 

articulatory phonetics (how sounds are made in the mouth); acoustic phonetics and perception (the 

study of the sound energy of speech, and how we listen to it); syllable structure (discovering how 

and why single sounds combine to form English-approved syllables); word stress (how we know 

which syllable takes relative prominence); and segmental phonology (how the sounds in a word 

can change). During many of these discussions we will be comparing and contrasting English 

phonetic and phonological structures with structures from other languages. 

Upon completion of this class, you will be able to discuss some of the most interesting surface 

phenomena of English phonetics and phonology. Equipped with this knowledge, you will be able 

to relate these English data to general phonological theory. This class will also concentrate on 

second language pronunciation teaching by advocating direct application of the theoretical 

constructs; you will be able to draw indirect applications for classroom second language learning. 

You are responsible for the weekly reading assignments and should be prepared to discuss them. 

There will be frequent written homework problems assigned; these problems will allow you to 

analyze a set of English data and derive a descriptive generalization from them. Keep in mind 

whether or not these generalizations have any implications for applied concerns. You are allowed 

and encouraged to work on these problems with your classmates, but I expect individual work to 

be submitted via Blackboard. Collaboration on quizzes is not allowed. 

mailto:gmasella@gmu.edu
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 

By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate a thorough theoretical understanding of Modern English pronunciation 

through articulatory and acoustic phonetics; 

2. Demonstrate the ability to transcribe and analyze human speech; 

3. Become familiar with the technology related to acoustic analysis; 

4. Identify and describe crucial differences in speech patterns among different speakers; 

5. Formulate discrete pedagogical remediation techniques for improving English 

pronunciation. 

 

GENERAL TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 

Access to MyMason and GMU email are required to participate successfully in this course. Please 

make sure to update your computer and prepare yourself to begin using the online format before 

the first day of class. Check the IT Support Center website; navigate to the Student Support page 

for help and information about Blackboard. In the menu bar to the left you will find all the tools 

you need to become familiar with for this course; take time to learn each. Make sure you run a 

system check before class. Become familiar with the attributes of Blackboard and online learning. 

Hardware: You will need access to a Windows or Macintosh computer and a fast and reliable 

broadband internet connection. A larger screen is recommended for better visibility of course 

material. You will need speakers or headphones to hear recorded content and a microphone to 

participate in synchronous discussions and/or office hour meetings. For the amount of Hard Disk 

space required taking a distance education course, consider and allow for the storage amount 

needed to install any additional software, as well as space to store work for the course. 

Software: This course uses Blackboard as its learning management system. You will need a 

browser and operating system that are listed compatible or certified with the Blackboard version 

available on the MyMason Portal. See supported browsers and operating systems. Log in to 

MyMason to access your registered courses. Online courses typically use Acrobat Reader, Flash, 

Java, and Windows Media Player, QuickTime and/or Real Media Player. Your computer should 

be capable of running current versions of those applications. Also, make sure your computer is 

protected from viruses by downloading the latest version of some sort of virus protection. Contact 

the IT Support Center if you need any help. 

Note: If you are using an employer-provided computer or corporate office for class attendance, 

please verify with your systems administrators that you will be able to install the necessary 

applications and that system or corporate firewalls do not block access to any sites or media types. 
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SOFTWARE AND USEFUL LINKS 

1. Praat. Speech analysis software. Download at http://www.praat.org/  

2. Audacity. Sound editing software. Download at https://www.audacityteam.org/download/ 

3. IPA chart. Revised to 2020; download and keep a copy at hand. Download at 

https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/IPAcharts/IPA_chart_orig/pdfs/IPA_Kiel_

2020_full.pdf  

4. Doulos SIL. Font that supports IPA symbols. Download at https://software.sil.org/doulos/  

5. Type IPA. IPA online keyboard; does NOT replace Doulos font. https://ipa.typeit.org/  

6. Interactive IPA chart. Has descriptions and pronunciation recordings of all sounds. 

https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/IPAcharts/inter_chart_2018/IPA_2018.html  

 

COURSE FORMAT 

 

This is a distance learning asynchronous online course. Each unit will run from Tuesday to 

Monday. Each week by Tuesday I will post one or more lecture videos, along with other required 

or optional resources. You will be responsible for reading the required materials, accessing any 

required videos or other resources, completing the proposed activities, participating in the 

discussions, and submitting your written assignments on time. Here is a suggested schedule for 

you (which is flexible and may be adjusted to your needs, except for the due dates in red): 

 

 Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat/Sun Mon 

class  

schedule 
new unit starts     last day of unit 

suggested 

activities 
watch videos, read materials work on homework and/or project 

due dates   discussion #1   
discussion #2; 

written work 

 

 

REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION 

 

Participation: Online discussions (10%) 

This course uses the seminar-style approach. Therefore, your active participation online is critical 

for effective learning to take place. An ongoing dialogue about course topics and readings will be 

maintained via Blackboard discussion forums; online participation is important not only to the 

individual student, but also to the class as a whole. The expectation is that you will be participating 

actively in these online discussions. Points will be based on quality rather than quantity. A 

http://www.praat.org/
https://www.audacityteam.org/download/
https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/IPAcharts/IPA_chart_orig/pdfs/IPA_Kiel_2020_full.pdf
https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/IPAcharts/IPA_chart_orig/pdfs/IPA_Kiel_2020_full.pdf
https://software.sil.org/doulos/
https://ipa.typeit.org/
https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/IPAcharts/inter_chart_2018/IPA_2018.html
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meaningful comment takes work and effort and will be important to move the discussion forward. 

It is very easy to say “Yes, I agree with you” or “Good point”; postings such as these must be 

avoided. 

Most weeks there will be a discussion question; when there is one, two posts are required: (1) a 

response for the question (due Thursday by 11:59 pm ET) and (2) at least one additional comment 

to responses made from your classmates (due Monday by 11:59 pm ET). 

 

Problem sets (35%) 

There will be seven problem sets; these must be typed (font size 12, double line spacing – I need 

space to give you feedback) and uploaded to Blackboard as a single PDF file on Mondays by 

11:59 pm ET (see calendar for due dates). You must use an IPA-compatible font, such as Doulos 

SIL. You are encouraged to work on problem sets in pairs or small groups; however, each student 

must submit their own assignment. Thus, if you are asked to devise examples or to explain 

something, the examples and words should be your own. 

Grading for these assignments is based upon three parameters: explicitness, cleverness, and 

correctness. Late assignments will not be accepted (except in extraordinary circumstances, 

preferably coordinated with me in advance). There will be no make-up problem sets. The grading 

scale is outlined below: 

Problem set grading scale (0-50 points) 

46-50 Complete assignment; mastered the material with very few to no mistakes. 

41-45 Complete assignment; understood the material with a few mistakes. 

31-40 Complete assignment; didn’t show full understanding of the material. 

26-30 Incomplete assignment; didn’t show full understanding of the material. 

0-25 No assignment turned in or only completed some with no understanding of the material. 

 

 

Quizzes (30%) 

There will be three “take-home” quizzes throughout the semester; each of these is worth 100 points 

and will be graded in light of four rubrics: (1) accuracy and correctness, (2) organization, (3) 

grammar, and (4) elaboration. These quizzes are open book, but they are solitary affairs – you 

cannot collaborate with anyone. You have an entire week to work on each quiz. As with all 

assignments, you can always ask the professor for clarifications. Late quizzes will not be accepted. 

There will be no make-up quizzes. 
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Final project (25%) 

The final project can be completed individually or in pairs; you will carry out an acoustic analysis 

of English non-native speech production. You will be provided with a set of recordings from which 

you may select the speech sample for your final project. The recording will be phonetically 

transcribed, analyzed, and presented either in video or in writing. More information about this 

project will be given soon. 

• Transcription (5%): You will select a speech sample from a set of recordings provided 

by your instructor. As you learn phonetic theory, you will transcribe the recorded speech. 

• Analysis (10%): You will use instrumental acoustic measurements to narrow down and 

finalize your transcription. Then, you will analyze the transcribed speech and formulate a 

set of phonological generalizations that characterize the speech pattern of your speaker. 

• Video presentation OR written paper (10%): Based on the previous findings, you will 

attribute the above-mentioned generalizations to a given set of principles, such as language 

transfer, language universals, etc. Finally, you will present the results of your analysis, 

either by recording a video presentation or by writing a report/paper. 

 

 

GRADING BREAKDOWN 

 

Grading is based on a point system. There are 1000 possible points, and your final grade is 

determined by the total number of points earned. 

 

Participation/Online discussions (10%):  100 points 

Problem sets (35%):     350 points (7 x 50 points) 

Quizzes (30%):     300 points (3 x 100 points) 

Final project (25%):     250 points 

       - transcription: 50 points 

       - analysis: 100 points 

       - final report: 100 points 

 

970-1000: A+  870-899: B+  770-700: C+ 

930-969: A  830-869: B  730-769: C  600-699: D 

900-929: A-  800-829: B-  700-729: C-  <600: F 
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(TENTATIVE) COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

• All course weeks begin on Tuesdays and end on Mondays at 11:59 pm ET. 

• ‘P’ and ‘TAEP’ are our textbooks; other readings will be uploaded to Blackboard. 

 

Week Topics 
What to read and 

watch 

Assignments and due 

dates 

Week 0 
- Introduction 

- Syllabus 
- Watch: week 0  

- Introduce yourself 

- Fill out the first week 

questionnaire 

Part 1 – Phonetic theory: Segments 

Week 1 

 

Aug 23 - 

Aug 29 

- Introduction to language sounds 

- International Phonetic Alphabet 

- Read: P, ch. 1; 

   TAEP, ch. 1 

- Watch: week 1 

- Download IPA font 

Week 2 

 

Aug 30 - 

Sep 05 

- Anatomy of speech 

- Articulatory phonetics (part 1) 

- Read: P, ch. 2 and  

   5 (only 5.2) 

- Watch: week 2 

- Problem set 1 

Week 3 

 

Sep 06 - 

Sep 12 

- Articulatory phonetics (part 2) 

- Phonetic transcription 

- Read: TAEP, ch. 2; 

   P, ch. 3 and 6 

   (only 6.3) 

- Watch: week 3 

- Problem set 2 

Week 4 

 

Sep 13 - 

Sep 19 

- Place and Manner of articulation 

- Read: P, ch. 4;   

   (optional: TAEP,  

   ch. 3) 

- Watch: week 4 

- Problem set 3 

Week 5 

 

Sep 20 - 

Sep 26 

- Airstream mechanisms 
- Read: P, ch. 6 

- Watch: week 5 
- Quiz 1 

Part 2 – Acoustics 

Week 6 

 

Sep 27 - 

Oct 03 

- Basic Acoustics 

- Read: P, ch. 7;  

   (optional: P, ch. 9) 

- Watch: week 6 

- Problem set 4 

Week 7 

 

Oct 04 - 

Oct 10 

- Acoustic analysis (part 1) 

- Praat (part 1) 

- Read: P, ch. 8 

- Watch: week 7 
- Problem set 5 



LING 523 DL                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Fall 2022 

7 

 

Week Topics 
What to read and 

watch 

Assignments and due 

dates 

Week 8 

 

Oct 11 - 

Oct 17 

- Acoustic analysis (part 2) 

- Praat (part 2) 

- Read: P, ch. 10 

- Watch: week 8 
- Quiz 2 

Part 3 – Beyond the segment 

Week 9 

 

Oct 18 - 

Oct 24 

- Syllables 

- Read: P, ch. 11  

   (only 11.1);  

   TAEP, ch. 4 

- Watch: week 9 

- Problem set 6 

Week 10 

 

Oct 25 - 

Oct 31 

- Stress, intonation, and connected 

speech 

- Read: P, ch. 11 

   (11.2-11.4); 

   TAEP, ch. 5 and 6 

- Watch: week 10 

- Problem set 7 

Week 11 

 

Nov 01 - 

Nov 07 

- Speech perception 

- Phonetic fieldwork 

- Read: P, ch. 13 

- Watch: week 11 
- Quiz 3 

Part 4 – Pronunciation teaching 

Week 12 

 

Nov 08 - 

Nov 14 

- Preliminaries to pronunciation 

teaching 

- Common pronunciation problems 

- Read: TAEP,  

   xi-xvi and ch. 7 

- Watch: week 12 

- Final project: 

transcription 

Week 13 

 

Nov 15 - 

Nov 21 

- Pronunciation teaching techniques 

(part 1) 

- Read: TAEP, ch. 9 

- Read: Derwing & 

   Munro (2005) 

- Watch: week 13 

- Final project: analysis 

Week 14 

 

Nov 22 - 

Nov 28 

THANKSGIVING BREAK - NO CLASS 

Week 15 

 

Nov 29 - 

Dec 05 

- Pronunciation teaching techniques 

(part 2) 

- Read: TAEP,  

   ch. 12, 13, and 14 

- Watch: week 15 

- Work on final project! 

Finals   

- Final project: video or 

written report due Dec 12 

(Monday) by 7pm 
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GENERAL NOTICES 

 

Gender Identity and Pronoun Use 

If you wish, please share your name and gender pronouns with me and how best to address you in 

class and via email. I use she/her/hers for myself and you may address me as “Giulia” in person 

or in email. 

Academic Integrity 

Students are reminded that the GMU Honor Code is expected to be followed. Cheating and 

plagiarism will be dealt with according to GMU guidelines. All work for the class must reflect 

your own honest academic efforts. In addition, any reports incorporating information from other 

materials must be carefully cited so that it is completely transparent from where each idea in your 

paper is drawn (e.g. from a particular page of a book or article or from your own investigations or 

opinions). Direct quotations must be clearly marked and cited as such. If there is any confusion on 

a point of academic integrity, please do not hesitate to contact me and ask. Respect for the 

intellectual property of others and the need to uphold honesty in academics should be of the 

greatest concern to us all. A full description of the honor code can be found at: 

https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/  

Disability Services 

GMU is committed to providing equitable access to students with disabilities. Students who 

require accommodations should register with Disability Services: https://ds.gmu.edu/ as early as 

possible, since accommodations/grade adjustments cannot be made retroactively. 

GMU Nondiscrimination Policy 

George Mason University is committed to providing equal opportunity and an educational and 

work environment free from any discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, 

sex, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, marital 

status, pregnancy status or genetic information. George Mason University shall adhere to all 

applicable state and federal equal opportunity/affirmative action statutes and regulations: 

https://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/policies/non-discrimination-policy/  

Office of Inclusion and Diversity 

You can find more information about the office of inclusion and diversity and a calendar of 

religious holidays at:  

https://ulife.gmu.edu/religious-holiday-calendar/ 

 

https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/
https://ds.gmu.edu/
https://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/policies/non-discrimination-policy/
https://ulife.gmu.edu/religious-holiday-calendar/
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Other University Policies 

The University Catalog (https://catalog.gmu.edu/) is the central resource for university policies 

affecting student, faculty, and staff conduct in university academic affairs. Other policies are 

available at: https://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/ 

All members of the university community are responsible for knowing and following established 

policies.  

Useful Campus Resources 

Writing Center: (703) 993-1200; https://writingcenter.gmu.edu/ 

University Libraries “Ask a Librarian”: https://library.gmu.edu/ask 

Counseling and Psychological Services (Caps): (703) 993-2380; https://caps.gmu.edu/  

Student Services Center: https://mssc.gmu.edu/  

Add/Drop Dates 

Last day to add classes: Aug 29 

Last day to drop with full refund: Sept 6 

Last day to drop with 50% refund: Sept 13 

Unrestricted withdrawal period: Sept 14 - Sept 27 

https://catalog.gmu.edu/
https://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/
https://writingcenter.gmu.edu/
https://library.gmu.edu/ask
https://caps.gmu.edu/
https://mssc.gmu.edu/

