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Course Description

During the past two decades, there has been a substantial growth of academic scholarship across the humanities and social sciences devoted to exploring the intersections among sexuality, race, and immigration. This course will take interdisciplinary literature in feminist and queer migration studies as its primary point of departure to think more about the ways in which sexuality, gender, and race structure contemporary processes of immigration and border-crossing. We will examine a variety of texts—cultural, socio-legal, and historical—across a range of disciplines, including women’s and gender studies, queer studies, political science, history, sociology, law, anthropology, and ethnic studies, to name a few. Specific issues we will address include the following: the history of U.S. immigration controls in relation to questions of race, class, gender, and sexuality; the contested relationship between refugee law and international human rights law, particularly in the context of women’s and LGBTQ claims for asylum; child migration and human rights; sex work, trafficking, and migration; and feminist and queer anti-deportation activism.

Required Texts

· Jacqueline Bhahba, Child Migration and Human Rights in a Global Age (Princeton University Press, 2014)
· Fatima El-Tayeb, European Others: Queering Ethnicity in Postnational Europe

(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2011)

· Brad Epps, Keja Valens, and Bill Johnson González, eds., Passing Lines: Sexuality and Immigration (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2005)

· Sharron FitzGerald, ed., Regulating the International Movement of Women: From Protection to Control (New York and London: Routledge, 2011)

· Eithne Luibhéid, Entry Denied: Controlling Sexuality at the Border (Minneapolis and London: University of Minnesota Press, 2002)
· Eithne Luibhéid and Lionel Cantú Jr., eds., Queer Migrations: Sexuality, U.S. Citizenship, and Border Crossings (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2005)

· Eithne Luibhéid, Pregnant on Arrival: The Making of the Illegal Immigrant (Minneapolis and London: University of Minnesota Press, 2013)
· Evan Smith and Marinella Marmo, Race, Gender, and the Body in British Immigration Control: Subject to Examination (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014) [purchase online copy on Amazon]
Undergraduate Course Requirements

· Class attendance and participation:  25% 

· One 15-minute presentation on the assigned readings:  15%

· Two 3-4 page papers based on the assigned readings:  15% each (30% total)

· A final research paper (9-10 pages) on any issue relating to the topic of sexuality, gender, race, and migration due via email on December 5th at 11:59pm EST: 30%

Graduate Course Requirements

· Class attendance and participation: 30% (including one 25-30 minute class presentation on the assigned readings)

· One 6-8 page analytical essay:  20%

· Annotated bibliography for the final research paper:  10%

· A final research paper (18-22 pages) on any issue relating to the topic of sexuality, gender, race, and migration due via email on December 5th at 11:59pm EST: 40%

All written work must be submitted in hard copy form. 

This course follows a standard seminar format. Students are expected to attend class and contribute to each week’s discussion of the readings. More than one absence from class requires makeup work in the form of a four-page essay on the literature for the missed class. This work cannot count toward the student’s short essay.

Class participation includes general participation in class discussion, leading class sessions, peer feedback on proposals and a presentation of a research proposal. To facilitate widespread discussion, students should come prepared with at least two questions for each class. Class participation also includes discussing research projects and providing peer feedback for proposals.

Leading class discussion: Students should summarize the argument for the readings and then ask questions based on the thesis and supporting evidence. Students should prepare a minimum of 4 questions in all.

Graduate Analytical essay: graduate students will write one short paper analyzing the readings of one class session. In addition to examining the authors’ arguments, students may structure their essay in the following ways: What are the differences and commonalities in the themes and arguments across the literature? How well does the evidence support the argument or thesis? How do the themes and arguments of the literature fit in with other course readings? What are other approaches or questions that arise from the literature? The paper is due a week after the class of choice discussion. 

Graduate Proposal and Annotated Bibliography: you should use at least 12-15 scholarly sources for the final research paper. 

On October 31 graduate students will provide me with a hard copy of their research proposal and annotated bibliography.

On November 21 and 28 graduate and undergraduate students will discuss their research projects.

For the research proposal and annotated bibliography, students should include the following information as thoroughly as possible given the amount of research conducted.

1. State the thesis or the question(s) you want to explore in your paper. What do you hope to get out of your research? Your thesis statement should be analytical, displaying your intention of making an argument related to a specific topic. Your paper should not just be descriptive but should focus on asking questions of your topic that address issues of efficacy, tactics, strategy, bias, methodology, etc. related to a particular problem or issue.

2. Explain the importance of the topic. Why is this topic worthy of research? What is the public concern with this issue? What conclusions do you expect to reach?

3. Write an annotated bibliography of at least ten scholarly sources. Summarize the text and then state how you believe it will help you with your research. Annotations should be brief, written in short paragraph form. 

mreichel@gmu.eduAbout Research
Megan Reichelt, Women’s Studies Liaison Librarian is available to help anyone with research. 
A244 Fenwick Library 703/993-2211
You may also schedule individual consultations with librarians.
E-mail Reference Service http://library.gmu.edu/research/email/
Call Fenwick Library 703/993-2210, Johnson Center Library 703/993-9070

University-wide Grading System
	Grade
	Quality Points
	Graduate Courses

	A+
	4.00
	Satisfactory/Passing

	A 
	4.00
	Satisfactory/Passing

	A-
	3.67
	Satisfactory/Passing

	B+
	3.33
	Satisfactory/Passing

	B 
	3.00
	Satisfactory/Passing

	B-
	2.67
	Satisfactory*/Passing

	C 
	2.00
	Unsatisfactory/Passing

	F 
	0.00
	Unsatisfactory/Failing


	



* Although a B- is a satisfactory grade for a course, students must maintain a 3.00 average in their degree program and present a 3.00 GPA on the courses listed on the graduation application.
http://catalog.gmu.edu/content.php?catoid=5&navoid=104#grad_poli
http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.htm#plagiarismPLEASE NOTE: COURSE POLICIES

George Mason University Honor System and Code
Honor Code
George Mason University has an Honor Code, which requires all members of this community to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. Cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing are all prohibited. All violations of the Honor Code will be reported to the Honor Committee.

Plagiarism (statements from Mason Web Site)
Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another person without giving that person credit.



Please familiarize yourself with the Honor System and Code, as stated in the George Mason University Undergraduate Catalog. When you are given an assignment as an individual, the work must be your own. Some of your work may be collaborative; source material for group projects and work of individual group members must be carefully documented for individual contributions.
http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.htm

Accommodations for students with disabilities:
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Resources at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

The need for accommodations should be identified at the beginning of the semester and the specific accommodation needs to be arranged through the Office of Disability Resources. Faculty cannot provide accommodations to students on their own (e.g. allowing a student extra time to complete an exam because the student reports having a disability).

George Mason University: Diversity Statement 
George Mason University promotes a living and learning environment for outstanding growth and productivity among its students, faculty, and staff. Through its curriculum, programs, policies, procedures, services and resources, Mason strives to maintain a quality environment for work, study, and personal growth. 

An emphasis upon diversity and inclusion throughout the campus community is essential to achieve these goals. Diversity is broadly defined to include such characteristics as, but not limited to, race, ethnicity, gender, religion, age, disability, and sexual orientation. Diversity also entails different viewpoints, philosophies, and perspectives. Attention to these aspects of diversity will help promote a culture of inclusion and belonging, and an environment where diverse opinions, backgrounds and practices can be voiced, heard and respected. 

The reflection of Mason’s commitment to diversity and inclusion goes beyond policies and procedures to focus on behavior at the individual, group, and organizational level. The implementation of this commitment to diversity and inclusion is found in all settings, including individual work units and groups, student organizations and groups, and classroom settings; it is also found with the delivery of services and activities, including, but not limited to, curriculum, teaching, events, advising, research, service, and community outreach. Acknowledging that the attainment of diversity and inclusion are dynamic and continuous processes, and that the larger societal setting has an evolving socio-cultural understanding of diversity and inclusion, Mason seeks to continuously improve its environment. To this end, the University promotes continuous monitoring and self-assessment regarding diversity. The aim is to incorporate diversity and inclusion within the philosophies and actions of the individual, group, and organization, and to make improvements as needed. 

Women and Gender Studies Commitment to Diversity Statement
The Women and Gender Studies program seeks to create a learning environment that fosters respect for people across identities. We welcome and value individuals and their differences, including gender expression and identity, race, economic status, sex, sexuality, ethnicity, national origin, first language, religion, age, and ability. We encourage all members of the learning environment to engage with the material personally, but to also be open to exploring and learning from experiences different than their own.
Syllabus—Subject to Change
UNIT I: INTRODUCTION

Week 1: Introduction

M Aug. 22
Introductions, course overview
Week 2: Sexuality, Race, and Immigration
M Aug. 29
Martin Manalansan (2006), “Queer Intersections: Sexuality and Gender in Migration Studies” (Blackboard)
Eithne Luibhéid (2008), “Queer/Migration: An Unruly Body of Scholarship” (Blackboard)

Eithne Luibhéid, “Introduction: Power and Sexuality at the Border” and “Entry Denied: A History of U.S. Immigration Control” (Entry Denied, ix-xxvii and 1-30)
UNIT II: U.S. CONTEXTS AND HISTORIES
Week 3: Sexuality, Race, and U.S. Immigration Controls
M Sept. 12
Eithne Luibhéid, “A Blueprint for Exclusion: The Page Law, Prostitution, and Discrimination against Chinese Women”, and “Birthing a Nation: Race, Ethnicity, and Childbearing”, “Looking Like a Lesbian: Sexual Monitoring at the U.S.-Mexico Border”, “Rape, Asylum, and the U.S. Border Patrol”, “Conclusion: Sexuality, Immigration, and Resistance”, and “Appendix: Sexuality Considerations in the Refugee/Asylum System” (Entry Denied, 31-158)
Sylvanna Falcón (2001), “Rape as a Weapon of War: Advancing Human Rights for Women at the U.S.-Mexico Border” (Blackboard)

Susana Peña (2007), “‘Obvious Gays’ and the State Gaze: Cuban Gay Visibility and U.S. Immigration Policy during the 1980 Mariel Boatlift” (Blackboard)

Week 4: Female Sexuality, Gender-Based Violence, and Political Asylum

M Sept. 19
Deborah Anker, “Refugee Law, Gender, and the Human Rights Paradigm” (Passing Lines, 105-136)

Angélica Cházaro, “Witnessing Memory and Surviving Domestic Violence: The Case of Rodi Alvarado Peña” (Passing Lines, 365-388)

Carol Bohmer and Amy Shuman (2008), “The Personal is Political: Taking Gender into Account” from Rejecting Refugees: Political Asylum in the 21st Century (Blackboard)
Sarah Keenan, “Safe Spaces for Dykes in Danger? Refugee Law’s Production of Vulnerable Lesbians” (FitzGerald, 29-47)

Helen Baillot, Sharon Cowan, and Vanessa E. Munro, “Crossing Borders, Inhabiting Spaces: The (In)credibility of Sexual Violence in Asylum Appeals” (FitzGerald, 111-131)

Week 5: Sexuality, Race, and Political Asylum

M Sept. 26
Timothy J. Randazzo, “Social and Legal Barriers: Sexual Orientation and Asylum in the United States” (Queer Migrations, 30-60)

Lionel Cantú, “Well-Founded Fear: Political Asylum and the Boundaries of Sexual Identity in the U.S.-Mexico Borderlands” (Queer Migrations, 61-74)

Alice Miller, “Gay Enough: Some Tensions in Seeking the Grant of Asylum and Protecting Global Sexual Diversity” (Passing Lines, 137-187)

Alisa Solomon, “Trans/Migrant: Christina Madrazo’s All-American Story” (Queer Migrations, 3-29)


Karma Chávez (2010), “Spatializing Gender Performativity: Ecstasy and Possibilities for Livable Life in the Tragic Case of Victoria Arellano” (Blackboard)


Laurie Berg and Jenni Millbank (2013), “Developing a Jurisprudence of Transgender Particular Social Group” (Blackboard)
Week 6: Queer(y)ing Migration and Border-Crossing
M Oct. 3
Carlos Decena (2008), “Tacit Subjects” (Blackboard)
Katie Acosta (2008), “Lesbianas in the Borderlands: Shifting Identities and Imagined Communities” (Blackboard)

Katie Acosta (2011), “The Language of (In)Visibility: Using In-Between Spaces as a Vehicle for Empowerment in the Family” (Blackboard)
Martin Manalansan, “Migrancy, Modernity, Mobility: Quotidian Struggles and Queer Diasporic Intimacy” (Queer Migrations, 146-160)

Karma Chavez (2013), “Coming Out as Coalitional Gesture?” (Blackboard)
UNDERGRADUATE PAPER ONE DUE
Week 7: Child Migration and Border-Crossing
M Oct. 10
Jacqueline Bhahba, Child Migration and Human Rights in a Global Age (Princeton University Press, 2014):
· Introduction
· Chapter 2: “Staying Home: The Elusive Benefits of Child Citizenship”

· Chapter 6: “David and Goliath: Children’s Unequal Battle for Refugee Protection”

Eithne Luibheid (2018), “Heteronormativity: A Bridge Between Queer Migration and Critical Trafficking Studies” (Blackboard)

Eithne Luibheid and Adela Licona (2018), “The Regime of Destruction: Separating Families and Caging Children” (Blackboard)
UNIT III: SEXUALITY, RACE & IMMIGRATION IN EUROPE
Week 8: Sexuality and Race in British Immigration Controls

M Oct. 17
Evan Smith and Marinella Marmo, Race, Gender, and the Body in British Immigration Controls: Subject to Examination (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014):

· Introduction
· Chapter 3: “Reorienting the South Asian Female Body: The Practice of Virginity Testing and the Treatment of Migrant Women”

· Chapter 4: Deny, Normalize, and Obfuscate: The Government Response to the Virginity Testing Practice and Other Physical Abuses”

· Chapter 5: “The Postcolonial World Stage: Immigration and Britain’s International Reputation”

· Chapter 6: “Discrimination by Other Means: Further Restrictions on Migrant Women and Children Under the Conservatives”

· Conclusion
Week 9: Sex Work, Migration, and Human Trafficking 
M Oct. 24
Sharron FitzGerald, “Introduction” to Regulating the International Movement of Women: From Protection to Control (New York and London: Routledge, 2011)


Rosemary Hunter, “Constructing Vulnerabilities and Managing Risk: State Responses to Forced Marriage” (FitzGerald, 11-28)


Anna Carline, “Perspectives on Trafficking and the Policing and Crime Act 2009: Challenging Notions of Vulnerability through a Butlerian Lens” (FitzGerald, 135-153)


Sharron A. FitzGerald, “Vulnerability and Sex Trafficking in the United Kingdom” (FitzGerald, 154-174)


Tsachi Keren-Paz, “Moral and Legal Obligations of the State to Victims of Sex Trafficking: Vulnerability and Beyond” (FitzGerald, 175-192)
Week 10: Sexuality, Race, and Ethnicity in Postnational Europe

M Oct. 31
Fatima El-Tayeb, European Others: Queering Ethnicity in Postnational Europe (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2011):
· Introduction

· Chapter 2: “Dimensions of Diaspora: Women of Color Feminism, Black Europe, and Queer Memory Discourses”
· Chapter 3: “Secular Submissions: Muslim Europeans, Female Bodies and Performative Politics”

· Chapter 4: “Because it is our Stepfatherland: Queering European Public Spaces”

· Conclusion


UNDERGRADUATE PAPER TWO DUE

Week 11: Sexuality, Race, and the Making of the Illegal Immigrant 
M Nov. 7
Eithne Luibhéid, Pregnant on Arrival: The Making of the Illegal Immigrant (Minneapolis and London: University of Minnesota Press, 2013):

· Introduction

· Chapter 3: “Baby Gives Birth to Parents: Direct Provision and Subject Formation” 

· Chapter 5: “Reproductive Futurism and the Temporality of Migration Control”

· Chapter 6: “From Childbearing to Multiple Sexuality and Migration Struggles”

· Conclusion

Week 12: The Global Detention and Deportation Regime
M Nov. 14
Hannah Arendt (1951), “Decline of the Nation State and the End of the Rights of Man” (Blackboard)
Nicholas DeGenova (2002), “Migrant ‘Illegality’ and Deportability in Everyday Life.” Annual Review of Anthropology 31 (October): 419–47 (Blackboard)

Nicholas DeGenova (2016), “The ‘Migrant Crisis’ as Racial Crisis: do Black Lives Matter in Europe? (Blackboard)
Rachel Lewis (2014), “Gay? Prove It: The Politics of Queer Anti-Deportation Activism (Blackboard)
Rachel Lewis (2021), “Queering Deportability: The Racial and Gendered Politics of Lesbian Anti-Deportation Activism” (Blackboard)
CONCLUSION: FINAL PRESENTATIONS

M Nov. 21

Final Research Paper Presentations

M Nov. 28

Final Research Paper Presentations
Monday, Dec. 5
Final paper due via email by 11:59pm ESTCE on HBO. Her writing and published by the Associated Press, The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times Lens Blog, The Isabel Castro is a multimedia director and producer based
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