
WMST 100 Global Representations of Women Fall 2022 Syllabus 

 

 

Instructor: Professor Nichole Smith 

Course Number: WMST 100 

Section: 002 Meets in-person Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:00-1:15pm; Horizon Hall 4008 

Credits: 3 

Email: nismith56@gmu.edu 

Office Hours: 2:00-3:00 Thursdays; or by appointment 

 

I. Women and Gender Studies: Commitment to Diversity Statement 

 

Women and Gender studies seeks to create a learning environment that fosters respect for people 

across identities. We welcome and value individuals and their differences, including gender 

expression and identity, race, economic status, sex, sexuality, ethnicity, national origin, first 

language, religion, age, and ability. We encourage all members of the learning environment to 

engage with the material personally, but to also be open to exploring and learning experiences 

different than their own.  

 

II. Course Description 

 

This course explores the ways women are portrayed around the world in advertising, film, TV, 

cartoons, and news media; literature and religious texts; as well as photography, and the visual 

and performing arts. Through interdisciplinary study, students will evaluate the powerful effects 

these representations have on the political, economic, and social lives of women throughout the 

world. Limited to three attempts.  

 

Course Goals: 

 

The goals of this course are to: 

1. Give a brief overview of gender, gender expression, and the social construction of 

gendered expectations 

2. Introduce the social inequality prevalent in the representation of women in all forms of 

media. 

3. Introduce globalization, colonization, and the effects it has on women of colonized 

countries 

4. Give an in-depth overview of intersectionality, the matrix of domination, and  

5. Explain how these representations produce and reproduce inequality 

6. Demonstrate to students how they are connected to larger social systems that affect their 

lives and how students in turn affect social systems and the lives of others.  

7. Lastly, reimagine our consumption of forms of media and representation both within the 

continental United States and Globally 
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III. Format of the Course 

 

The mode of instruction through the duration of this class will vary. On some days I will 

monopolize the floor with full-on lectures. Most days students will assist in the analysis of 

complex readings, videos, etc. and facilitate class discussions; this is where you will need to 

demonstrate that you’ve thoroughly read or analyzed any materials needed for class that day. 

You don’t need to be an expert, but you need to have attempted to engage with the materials to 

help continue discussions in class.  

 

I will also be utilizing other methods of instructions throughout the semester. Depending on the 

class day, I may begin class with videos pertinent to our discussion. At least one class will be 

dedicated to the showing of a film/documentary to further our understanding of the topics. 

However, despite this, I will expect you to take detailed notes throughout and be ready to 

contribute to a secondary analysis about the film. Given the space of the room and the class size, 

I will be using PowerPoint for my lectures. 

 

IV. Books and Other Required Readings 

 

A List of other readings uploaded onto Blackboard 

*In addition, students will need access to Netflix and Amazon Prime: if that poses a problem, 

please let me know so that I can accommodate you* 

 

V. Evaluation 

 

A. Components of Final Grade (See schedule below for due dates) 

 

Research Paper Proposal     15% 

Final Research Paper      20% 

Research Paper Presentation     15% 

Discussion Posts      20% 

Class Participation      30% 

 

B. Grading Scale 

 

A+ 97-100  B+ 87-89  C+ 77-79  D+ 67-69 

A 93-96  B  83-86  C   73-76  D 63-66   

A- 90-92  B- 80-82  C- 70-72 D- 60-62 

 

C. Description of Assignments 

 

Discussion Posts 

Each week we will have a central discussion post question that will help us in our discussions 

during class time. Although generally shorter and narrower in focus than a traditional essay, 

discussion posts should be as coherent and scholarly in tone. Think of these posts as a mini 

essay, in which you want to have a single central argument and clear evidence to support that 

argument. It is important to keep length requirements in mind, limiting the scope of your 



response, so it will remain clear, focused, and relevant to the topic at hand. Your responses 

should be between three and four sentences. And you will be required to respond to two of your 

classmates as well. Be prepared to discuss your thoughts/reasonings/questions about the readings 

and the discussion posts for our class discussion.  

 

Weight: 20% of final grade 

Due Date: Due Monday Nights each week, by 11:59 PM 

 

Research Paper Proposal 

Your research paper proposal is simply an introductory thesis statement and research project that 

you will answer for your final research project. For this reason, I want at least a page, double-

spaced, with an introduction that encompasses the research you would like to conduct. 

 

Weight: 15% of final grade 

Due Date: Thursday, October 13th at 11:59 PM 

 

Final Research Paper 

As a final project, you will be picking and extensively researching a topic related to the 

representation of women in the fields of interest that you have. This could include research on a 

topic discussed in class or something that is not a topic but would fit into the intersectional 

approaches that relate to the coursework. The instructions for the research paper will be available 

on Blackboard.  

 

Weight: 20% of final grade 

Due Date: December 8th during our Final Exam Class Time 

 

Research Paper Presentations 

Throughout the final several classes I will be having students present the topics of their papers 

for group questions and feedback. Each student will have at least 8-10 minutes to give a brief 

introduction to their research topic, including the findings that was reviewed on the subject. I 

will have sign ups available in class.  

 

Weight: 15% of final grade 

Due Date: TBD 

 

Class Participation 

This class will lean heavily not only on the lectures that I have presented for class, but most 

importantly the collaborative discussions that we are going to have pertaining to the materials at 

large. With that in mind, I am asking you all to come to class, having engaged with the 

readings/films, etc. and be prepared to critically engage with the materials for the day. Class 

participation can also mean bringing any questions you may have about the readings so that 

together we can answer them. 

 

Weight: 30% of final grade 

Due Date: Throughout the semester.  

 



V. Course Expectations and Specific Policies 

 

There are several key aspects of general expectations that I have for my students. While there are 

some aspects of personal life that I understand need special care-especially now-I expect you to 

come to me and email me in a professional manner to address any concerns you may have. Real 

life does happen, and in attempting to use a praxis of intersectionality in my teaching skills, I 

will accommodate you to the best of my ability.  

 

However, there are some specific guidelines and requirements that I expect from you: 

 

1.  Take College-Level Reading Seriously 

 

College is about reading. I expect you to take such college level reading seriously and begin to 

think critically when it comes to note-taking and reading in my class. Having questions about the 

readings I are fine and in fact encouraged! However, one who does not even attempt to do the 

readings are not deserving of credit for my class. If you are struggling with the readings, email 

me or come to my office hours. Do not expect to give up on readings and have the benefit of my 

help latter on in the semester. 

 

2. Writing is an Essential Part of your College Career 

 

Understand the importance of critical and analytical writing. You are expected to present you 

ideas clearly and concisely, throughout the exams, as well as the Journal Entries and Final Paper. 

What I recommend, especially with regards to the final research paper, is to begin outlining the 

major aspects of your argument before beginning. This is not to sound harsh, but it will be 

helpful in the long run in your college career when you are writing more advanced papers.  

 

3. Ask for Help Early and Often 

 

Come to my office hours. Email me when you need help, before it becomes too late. Expect to 

get help immediately if you feel you are struggling with the course and the workload. Waiting 

until the end of the semester proves that you only care about coming away with better grades and 

not sincere in understanding the content material and your grade will reflect that. Even if this 

course is a requirement and you feel it is not important to your major/minor—although I may 

dispute that learning about how the inequality reproduced in our cultural understandings, 

especially when addressing social problems in other fields—I expect that you come to my class 

with the same amount of fervor to learn as other courses.  

 

If you are putting in the effort, regularly seeing me for help on assignments and are utilizing the 

writing center and tutoring if you need the extra help if you are struggling, I am certain that you 

will succeed, and your grade will reflect that. 

 

 

4. Be Courteous with Electronic Devices 

 



I will be using some PowerPoint to guide our discussions, and I will allow laptops to be used 

during our class time. I expect your cell phone to be silent and put away, and any abuse of the 

privilege of having laptops out will result in laptops no longer being allowed in class.  

 

Reasonable accommodations will be made in the event of emergencies or for those who care for 

others and cannot reasonably remove distraction, as long as I am contacted about the situation. 

 

5. Consult your Syllabus Early and Often 

 

I expect you to be prepared for your class and to treat college as your primary responsibility. 

However, I understand that life happens, and that people do have other primary concerns. That 

means a full-time job, or responsibilities as a parent. Despite this, I expect at least 9 hours of 

devotion per week for classwork and readings. I need to be seen and arrangements need to be 

discussed with me if you may be on call as a parent or primary caregiver as I have stated above 

during class period.  

 

6. Names and Pronouns 

 

In the first class of the semester, I will ask that you put in your preferred name and pronouns as it 

may be different than what I have on my class rosters. If you feel safe to do so, I would like to 

make sure that I am respecting everyone to the best of my abilities. I will go by She/Her 

pronouns, and you may address me as Professor Smith or Nichole, through either email or 

verbally. 
 

7. Content Warning 

 

Some of the readings/screenings done throughout this course may have some difficult topics that 

we will be discussing in class. Based on my experience with the material, I will give some 

detailed content warnings before the readings are due. There may be discussions or readings that 

trigger past experiences that you or a peer has had. I am more than happy to help to my best 

ability, and if you are finding yourself in this situation, please reach out to me so we can work 

together to best support your learning with this class. I pride myself on being as open and willing 

to help any student and do my best not to be hard to approach, so I can always be made available, 

and we can work together to get you the support you may need.  

 

8. Email Policy 

 

It is university policy that I can only communicate with your through your official Mason email 

account. Please only send me correspondence using your Mason account and check your Mason 

email regularly (at least once a day) for class notifications. Students who email me can expect a 

response within 24-48 hours. However, some emails may fall through the cracks and if this 

happens, please send me a follow up after 48 hours. Also, please be sure to use professional 

email language. 

 

9. Late or Missing Assignments 

 



You are responsible for completing assignments on time. Due dates are to be found in the 

syllabus, on Blackboard, and reiterated by me during class time. I understand that circumstances 

will arise and ask that I receive prior notification if an item is late. However, I will give a three-

day grace period, afterwards you may lose points, or I may not accept the work.  

 

Academic Integrity  

 

Any cheating or plagiarism that I find will result in an automatic failure for the course and 

formal complaint will be filed. Please read up and be aware of the GMU’s Academic Integrity 

Policy, which will be found below: 

 

“To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all 

members of the George Mason University community and with the desire for greater academic 

and personal achievement, we, the student members of the University Community have set forth 

this: Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, 

plagiarize, steal and/or lie in matters related to academic work.”  More information about the 

Honor Code, including definitions of cheating, lying, and plagiarism, can be found at the Office 

of Academic Integrity website at http://oai.gmu.edu. 

 

Disability Accommodations 

 

Disability services at George Mason University is committed to providing equitable access to 

learning opportunities for all students by upholding the laws that ensure equal treatment of 

people with disabilities. If you are seeking accommodations for this class, please visit 

http://ds.gmu.edu/ for detailed information about the registration process. Contact Disability 

Services at 703-993-2474 or ods@gmu.edu. Then please discuss your accommodations with 

me. I will honor all available accommodations.  

 

Emergency Procedures  

 

To prepare for campus closures or any other concerns, please become familiar with the 

university’s established emergency procedures at ready.gmu.edu. If you have not already done 

so, register a cell phone to receive emergency notifications from Mason Alert (alert.gmu.edu). If 

the campus closes, our course schedule will remain unchanged. Always monitor your Mason 

email for course or campus updates.  

 

VI. Schedule of Readings and Assignments 

 

(I reserve the right to change this schedule based on the flow of the class and will give proper 

notice if/when I do.) 

 

Welcome to the Course and Introduction! 

Tuesday, August 23 

*No Readings: Please Be Prepared to Go over the Syllabus in detail* 

 

Thursday, August 25 *Begin Discussions on Gender, Intersectionality, and Oppression* 
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Harris, Lone Dog, & Blincoe, “Two -Spirited People: Understanding who we are as Creation” 

via Blackboard 

Guerrero, “Patriarchal Colonialism and Indigenism: Implications for Native Feminist Spirituality 

and Native Womanism” via Blackboard 

 

Gender, Intersectionality, and Oppression 

Tuesday, August 30 

Select Chapter from Davis, Women, Race and Class via Blackboard 

Barkley Brown, “African-American Women’s Quilting” via Blackboard 

 

Thursday, September 1 

Discussion of Film Premature 

 

Colonization and Postcolonialism 

Tuesday, September 6 

Mohanty, “‘Under Western Eyes’ Revisited: Feminist Solidarity through Anticapitalist 

Struggles” via Blackboard 

 

Thursday, September 8 

Discussion on Film Persepolis 

 

Indigenous Representations 

Tuesday, September 13 

Watch Reservation Dogs, Season 1, Episodes 1-3 

Dowell, “Indigenous Media Gone Global: Strengthening Indigenous Identity On-and Offscreen 

at the First Nations/First Film Showcase” via Blackboard 

 

Thursday, September 15 

Watch Reservation Dogs, Season 1, Episodes 4-8 

Beadling, “Reel Indigenous Women’s Lives” via Blackboard 

 

Queer Identities  

Tuesday, September 20 

All Short Stories can also be found on Intersect Antigua’s Website 

Auguste, Who Am I? via Blackboard 

Williams-King, Like the Sea Rushing In via Blackboard 

Akilah, Un/furled via Blackboard 

 

Thursday, September 22 

Discussion of Film the Handmaiden *Trigger Warning*  

 

Gender and Literature 

Tuesday, September 27 

Sperry & Grauerholz, “The Pervasiveness and Persistence of the Feminine Beauty Ideal in 

Children’s Fairy Tales” via Blackboard  

Tuchman, “Women’s Depiction by the Mass Media” via Blackboard 



 

Thursday, September 29 

Saito, “Writing in Female Drag: Gendered Literature and a Woman’s Voice” via Blackboard  

Perego, “Front and Center on the Global Stage: African Women in Contemporary Novels” via 

Blackboard 

 

Gender and Literature part II 

Tuesday, October 4 

Select Chapters from Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s The Thing Around your Neck”: 

“A Private Experience” 

“The Thing Around your Neck” via Blackboard 

 

Thursday, October 6 

Select Chapters from Suk Gendry-Kim’s graphic novel, Grass via Blackboard *Trigger 

Warning* 

 

Women in Advertising  

Tuesday, October 11 

View “Killing Us Softly 4: Advertising’s Image of Women” for Class Discussion 

 

Thursday, October 13 

Morton, “Hitchhiking and Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women” via Blackboard 

 

Film, Online Technology and Representations of Women 

Tuesday, October 18 

Shaheen, “Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies a People” via Blackboard 

Assorted Chapters from Tamae Prindle, Women in Japanese Cinema: Alternative Perspectives 

via Blackboard  

 

Thursday, October 20 

Pilay, “Who is Making Black Woman’s Film?” via Blackboard 

Smith, Choueiti, & Pieper, “Gender Bias without Borders: An Investigation of Female 

Characters in Popular Films across 11 Countries” via Blackboard 

 

Women and Gender Studies Book Series 

Tuesday, October 25 

*No Class: Go to your Monday Class instead! * 

 

Thursday, October 27 

*Book Discussion: Do not meet up for class, students are required to attend this event* 

 

Film, Online Technology and Representation II 

Tuesday, November 1 

Han, “Searching for an Online Space for Feminism? The Chinese Feminist Group Gender Watch 

Women’s Voice and its Changing Approaches to Online Misogyny” via Blackboard 



Jeong & Lee, “We Take the Red Pill, we Confront the DickTrix: Online Feminist Activism and 

the Augmentation of Gendered Realities in South Korea” via Blackboard 

 

Thursday, November 3 

Paaßen, Morgenroth, & Stratemeyer, “What is a True Gamer? The Male Gamer Stereotype and 

the Marginalization of Women in Video Game Culture” via Blackboard 

Martins, Williams, Harrison, & Ratan, “A Content Analysis of Female Body Imagery in Video 

Games” via Blackboard 

 

Feminist Retellings 

Tuesday, November 8 

De Lauretis, “‘Oedipus Interruptus’” via Blackboard 

View on Blackboard, “Monstrum on Medusa and the Manananggal” 

Stang, “Gender Representation and Androgynous Masculinity in Zelda” via Blackboard 

 

Thursday November 10 

In-Class Film, Millennium Actress 

 

Feminist Retellings II and Final Presentations Begin 

Tuesday, November 15 

Post In-Class Film Discussion: Millennium Actress 

Ahmed, “Feminist Killjoys” via Blackboard 

 

Thursday, November 17 

Presentations Start 

 

Final Presentations Continue 

Tuesday, November 22 

 

Thursday, November 24 

*No Class Thanksgiving Break* 

 

Final Presentations Continue 

Tuesday, November 29 

 

Thursday, December 1 *Last Day of Class* 

 

*Final Exam Day* 

Thursday, December 8 

*Final Research Paper Due by 1:15PM* 

 


