
History 499: Indigenous Voices in American History 
Senior Research Seminar (Fall 2022) 

  
Dr. Gabrielle Tayac                          Tuesday/Thursday 10:30-11:45am 
Email: gtayac@gmu.edu                  First Week Meeting: Innovation 328 
Phone/Text: 703-963-0331             Remaining Weeks: Horizon 3225 
  
Today we have gathered and we see that the cycles of life continue. We have been 
given the duty to live in balance and harmony with each other and all living things. So 
now, we bring our minds together as one as we give greetings and thanks to each other 
as people. Now our minds are one. 
– The Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving Address, or “The Words That Come Before All Else” 
 
Acknowledging our right relationship with ancestral Doeg homelands and 
contemporary Piscataway and Powhatan presence. 
  
This course is a capstone of the History major that incorporates a public history 
approach to uplift indigenous voices in American history. These ancestors still teach us 
ways of knowing the past, illuminate profound understandings relevant to our present, 
and help to imagine possible futures. You will be finding your way to meet them and 
listen through rigorous primary and secondary historical research. Then, you will share 
their lessons in the role of a public historian. 
  
Indigenous peoples have shaped cultural, political, and social landscapes over time 
from pre-European contact to modern eras, yet their presence beyond stereotypes often 
remains less visible. Sources and methods for accessing, analyzing, and interpreting 
indigenous voices are introduced for students to select from a wide range of eras and 
tribes across the Americas. Although there is a focus on the United States, you may 
extend your lens beyond the colonially constructed borders to anywhere in the 
Americas. Our time frame sets a range between 1492 and 1980. The strict boundary, 
however, is that topics must be centered on direct indigenous speaker(s), either directly 
recorded or reasonably verified to be recorded in documents. 
  
Students will NOT be writing the standard 20-25 paged paper. Instead, over the course 
of the semester research will lead to a professional level series of materials commonly 
called an exhibit content package. While the final product is a document called an 
exhibit content script, there are constituent elements that you will develop over the 
semester that are integral to the whole package. 
  



As we take this journey together as a community of learners, it is essential to 
acknowledge our history in the making. We will move forward with both accountability 
and compassion. The indigenous elders in the sources and their contemporary 
communities lived in unprecedented times as well. Please reach out to me with any 
concerns that come up during the semester. 
  
Course Structure 
  
Expect to spend at minimum 10 hours per week on your research and assignments in 
addition to time spent in class. Detailed information on class sessions, assignments, 
and labs are posted in Blackboard. 
  
Class Sessions: Tuesday/Thursday 10:30-11:45am 
Week 1 – Meet in Innovation Hall 328 
Rest of the Semester – Meet in the Public History Lab - Horizon 3225 
 
Public History Lab Open Tuesdays/Thursdays 9-5pm; Wednesdays 3-5pm 
Location is Horizon Hall 3225, Large Conference Room in Suite 3200 
As you develop your projects, independent work will increase. Lab sessions mean that 
you can come in to work on your research and meet with me for support. 
  
Assignments: Assignments identified as CONTENT PACKAGE are actually part of 
your major project that you will build over the course of the semester. All assignments 
must be turned in on time. Late assignments will be penalized a minimum of one letter-
grade. Assignments are generally due before class on the due date unless otherwise 
noted.  
  
Readings: Generally, after the first week, readings should be done before Tuesday 
class so that you are prepared for the week. 
  
Grading 
  
100 Point System 
Research Logs (7 Logs) 7pts 
Participation (Class Discussions) 10pts 
Thought Papers (2 Papers) 3pts 
Topic Prospectus 3pts 
Plan and Reflection 4pts 
Annotated Bibliography 8pts 
Object and Image Proposal 7pts 
Content Brief 8pts 



Prototype Poster 8pts 
Peer Review 2pts 
Exhibit Content Outline 5pts 
Complete Exhibit Content Script 20pts 
Final Exhibit Content Script 15pts 
  
Course Designations 

*RS-Designated course: This class is designated as a Research and Scholarship 
Intensive Course, which means that students are given the opportunity to actively 
participate in the process of scholarship. Students will make a significant contribution by 
creating a content script based on original research that synthesizes the student's 
reading and analysis of primary and secondary sources into a coherent public history 
project. 

**Writing Intensive course. This class is designated as a Writing Intensive course and 
fulfills the Writing Intensive requirement in the History major. It does so through the 
completion of a substantial written public history product including a final exhibit content 
script that includes  supporting written materials developed over the semester. The 
exhibit content script will be completed through a draft/feedback/revision process. 

***Synthesis course. This course is designated a Synthesis course. The purpose of a 
Synthesis course is to provide students with the opportunity to synthesize the 
knowledge, skills, and values gained from the general education curriculum. Synthesis 
courses strive to expand students' ability to master new content, think critically, and 
develop life-long learning skills across the disciplines. 

Learning Outcomes 
  
Students should be able to: 

1.  Plan and execute a major project. 
2.  Articulate and refine a research question. 
3.  Justify that their project intends to be engaging and novel to a 
particular audience. 
4.  Gather evidence appropriate to the question. 
5.  Analyze sources to assess the validity of key assumptions and 
evidence. 
6.  Present their findings in writing using the conventions of historical 
scholarship. 
7.  Demonstrate awareness of broader implications. 
8.  Follow ethical principles. 



  
Required Online Reading 
  
Brundage, Anthony. Going to the Sources: a Guide to Historical Research and Writing. 
Sixth edition. Hoboken, New Jersey: John Wiley & Sons Inc. Available online. 
  
Sleeper-Smith, Susan et al. Why You Can’t Teach United States History Without 
American Indians. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2015. Available 
online. 
  
Smithsonian Exhibits. A Guide to Exhibit Development. 
http://exhibits.si.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Guide-to-Exhibit-Development.pdf 
  
**Additional required reading on course reserve scanned in Blackboard ereserves or 
links noted in the syllabus. 
 
Recommended Online Reading 
  
Week 1 - Greeting Indigenous Voices 

THIS WEEK ONLY Innovation 328 (Note weeks after will be in Horizon 3225) 

8/23 – Introductions and Inspirations 

8/25 – Public History and Native Truth 

1) Watch the Reclaiming Native Truth Intro video https://rnt.firstnations.org 
Consider the ways misrepresentations and inaccuracies in historic materials 
impact Native peoples today. Reflect on how you have learned about indigenous 
people and how that shapes your current understandings. 
2) Take a few minutes to interact with Claudio Saunt’s map based on an area 
that interests you. Notice how the map distills primary sources and makes history 
enticing to Slate’s general readership. 
http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_vault/2014/06/17/interactive_map_loss_of_indian
_land.html 

  
Reading for 8/25 
 Smithsonian Exhibits. A Guide to Exhibit Development. 
http://exhibits.si.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Guide-to-Exhibit-Development.pdf 
  
Week 2- Encountering Indigenous Histories 

http://exhibits.si.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Guide-to-Exhibit-Development.pdf
https://rnt.firstnations.org/
https://rnt.firstnations.org/
http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_vault/2014/06/17/interactive_map_loss_of_indian_land.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_vault/2014/06/17/interactive_map_loss_of_indian_land.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_vault/2014/06/17/interactive_map_loss_of_indian_land.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_vault/2014/06/17/interactive_map_loss_of_indian_land.html
http://exhibits.si.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Guide-to-Exhibit-Development.pdf


  
 8/30 Developing a Question 
Assignment Due: Thought Paper #1 
  
9/1 Sources and Methods - Bibliographies 
  
Reading 
[If you have not yet done so, carefully read over and review SI Exhibits] 
  
Sleeper-Smith, et al. Introduction PLUS peruse the book and read one chapter that 
piques your interest. 
  
http://www.williamcronon.net/researching/questions.htm 
https://historyprofessor.org/research/how-to-narrow-a-research-topic/ 
  
Week 3- The Librarian is In 
  
9/6 No Class – Individual Meetings 
Make an individual appointment with me during this week through the sign-up calendar 
Assignment: Thought Paper #2 
  
 9/8 Meet in Fenwick Library 1014A/B 
Come to the library prepared with questions related to your topic for Dr. Alyssa 
Fahringer,, our history reference librarian. She will be supporting your individual 
research questions. The entire class will benefit from the session. 
  
 Reading 
Smith, Decolonizing Methodologies, Chapter 1 (Course Reserve) 
https://historyprofessor.org/research/how-to-read-a-primary-source/ 
Brundage Chapter 2 The Nature and Variety of Historical Sources 
  
Week 4- Ethics/Topic Prospectus 
  
9/13 Ethical Considerations - Policies 
  
9/15 Prospectus – Bring your topic prospectus to class. 
Assignment: Topic Prospectus 
  
Reading 
Serrell Chapter 1 Behind It All: The Big Idea (Course Reserve) 

http://www.williamcronon.net/researching/questions.htm
https://historyprofessor.org/research/how-to-narrow-a-research-topic/
https://historyprofessor.org/research/how-to-read-a-primary-source/


Brundage Appendices C Footnotes and D Bibliography 
Refer also to the Chicago Manual https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html 
  
Week 5 - Objects and Images 

  
9/20 Objects 
Assignment: Indigenous Partnership Plan and Ethics Reflection 
 
9/22 Images 
Assignment: Research Log #1 (You will be submitting mandatory logs for seven 
weeks. All logs must be submitted to pass this course.) 
  
Reading 
Serrell Chapter 2 What Are Interpretive Labels? (ereserve) 
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/assignments/annotatedbibliography/ 
 
Tentative 9/23 NMAI Class Visit 
  
Week 6 - Considering Contexts 
  
9/27 - Historiographic Essays/Content Brief 
Assignment: Annotated Bibliography 
 
9/29 - Layered History 
Assignment: Submit Research Log #2 
  
Reading 
Brundage Chapter 7 Exploring Changing Interpretations: The Historiographic Essay 
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/assignments/planresearchpaper/ 
  
Week 7 - Digital and Actual Prototypes 
  
10/4 What are prototypes? 
Assignment: Object and Image Proposals 
  
10/6 Guest Speaker Digital Posters 
Please come prepared to share an object or image that you have selected for an 
interpretive label. I will go over how actually mocking up a panel can give insight on how 
the concepts work together. A prototype also helps you to understand how others are 
comprehending your topic so that you can make adjustments in your final script. 

https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/assignments/annotatedbibliography/
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/assignments/planresearchpaper/


Assignment:  Submit Research Log #3 
 
Recommended Readings: 
https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/style/  
https://historyprofessor.org/organization/topic-sentences/ 
 
Week 8- Exhibit Content Scripts  
 
10/11 No Class - Lab Open 
  
10/13 Exhibit Scripts and Prototype Work 
Assignment: Submit Research Log #4 
  
Readings 
Read through the exhibit script documents provided on Blackboard. 
  
Week 9- Prototype Poster Lab Work 
  
10/18 Lab Open - Work on Prototypes  
  
10/20 Lab Open - Work on Prototypes  
Assignment: Submit Research Log #5 
  
Week 10 – Prototype Presentations 
 
10/25 Group 1 Presentations - 5 minutes each 
Assignment: All groups must upload digital and photos on discussion boards before 
10/25 class 
 
10/27 Group 2 Presentations - 5 minutes each 
Assignment: Log #6 
 
Assignment 10/28: Peer Reviews upload onto discussion board   
 
Week 11 – Content Brief  
 
11/1 Outline Format Review 
Assignment: Content Briefs Due Before 11/1 Class 
 
11/3 Lab Open - Independent Work 



Assignment: Log #7 
 
Readings:  
https://historyprofessor.org/organization/how-to-write-an-outline/ 
 
 Week 12 - Script Outlines 
 
11/8 Lab Open - Individual Meetings 
Assignment: All outlines due by 10:30 am 11/8 regardless of individual meeting time. 
 
11/10 Lab Open - Individual Meetings  
  
 Week 13 - Research, and Writing time 
  
11/15 Lab Open - Independent Work 
 
11/17 Lab Open - Independent Work 
Assignment: Complete Exhibit Content Script. This is not a draft. Your script must 
include citations from all sources in your bibliography.  
 
Week 14 - Research, and Writing time 
 
11/22 Lab Open - Independent Work 
 
11/24 Thanksgiving/Harvest Ceremony Break 
  
Week 15 - Reflections 
  
11/29 The Art of Revision 
 
12/1 Reflections 
 
Week 16 FINAL – December 12 FINAL CONTENT SCRIPT DUE with all previous 
content package submissions included. This final submission will be taken as a whole 
as your complete capstone project. 
  
Just A Few Indigenous Voices with Quality Online Research Material 
  
Individuals 
  

https://historyprofessor.org/organization/how-to-write-an-outline/


William Apess (Pequot Minister and Intellectual) 
Samson Occom (Mohegan Minister and Educator) 
Black Hawk (Sauk Leader) 
Charles A. Eastman (Santee Dakota Physician and Reformer) 
Sarah Winnemucca (Northern Paiute Educator) 
Zitkala-Sa Gertrude Bonnin (Yankton Dakota Writer, Musician, and Activist) 
J.N.B. Hewitt (Tuscarora Linguist and Ethnographer) 
Handsome Lake (Seneca Prophet) 
Ely Parker (Tonawanda Civil War Veteran and Administrator) 
John Trudell (Santee Dakota AIM Leader and Spoken Word Artist) 
Polly Cooper (Oneida Clanmother and Revolutionary War Hero) 
Wahunsenacawh (Powhatan, Supreme Chief) 
  
Indigenous Cultural Institutions/Organizations 
  
Mohican Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
https://mohican.com/mt-content/uploads/2018/06/words-of-our-ancestors.pdf 
  
Museum of the Cherokee Indian – extensive digital archives 
https://www.cherokeemuseum.org 
  
Chickasaw Cultural Center – Holissa Collections 
https://www.chickasawculturalcenter.com 
  
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center 
https://indianpueblo.org/revolt/ 
  
Seminole 
https://www.ahtahthiki.com/resources/ 
  
News Media Source 
https://indiancountrytoday.com 
  
Alutiiq 
https://alutiiqmuseum.org 
  
Indigenous Partnered Projects 
  
National Museum of the American Indian – Collections 
https://collections.si.edu/search/ 

https://www.cherokeemuseum.org/
https://www.chickasawculturalcenter.com/
https://indianpueblo.org/revolt/
https://www.ahtahthiki.com/resources/
https://indiancountrytoday.com/
https://alutiiqmuseum.org/


  
Cherokee Phoenix Newspaper 
https://www.wcu.edu/library/DigitalCollections/CherokeePhoenix/Vol2/ 
  
Chesapeake Region 
http://www.virtualjamestown.org/page2.html 
  
Minnesota Historical Society 
https://www.mnhs.org/historycenter/activities/museum/our-home 
  
The Abbe Museum 
https://www.abbemuseum.org 
  
National Park Service Washita (note other various NPS sites also are good resources) 
https://www.nps.gov/waba/planyourvisit/index.htm 
  
The Autry 
https://theautry.org/research-collections/online-research-tools 
  
The Oklahoma Historical Society 
https://www.okhistory.org/research/index 
  
School for Advanced Research 
https://sarweb.org/indian-arts-research-center-at-sar/ 
  
National Museum of Natural History - Anthropology 
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/research/anthropology 
  
Technology Requirements 
Hardware: You will need access to a Windows or Macintosh computer with at least 2 GB of 
RAM and access to a fast and reliable broadband internet connection (e.g., cable, DSL). A 
larger screen is recommended for better visibility of course material. You will need speakers or 
headphones to hear recorded content and a headset with a microphone is recommended for the 
best experience. For the amount of Hard Disk Space required taking a distance education 
course, consider and allow for: 

1.  the storage amount needed to install any additional software and 
2.  space to store work that you will do for the course. 

If you consider the purchase of a new computer, please go to Patriot Tech  to see 
recommendations. 
Software: This course uses Blackboard as the learning management system and Zoom for 
synchronous class meetings. You will need a browser and operating system that are listed 
compatible or certified with the Blackboard version available on the myMason Portal. See 

https://www.wcu.edu/library/DigitalCollections/CherokeePhoenix/Vol2/
https://www.wcu.edu/library/DigitalCollections/CherokeePhoenix/Vol2/
https://www.wcu.edu/library/DigitalCollections/CherokeePhoenix/Vol2/
http://www.virtualjamestown.org/page2.html
https://www.mnhs.org/historycenter/activities/museum/our-home
https://www.abbemuseum.org/
https://www.nps.gov/waba/planyourvisit/index.htm
https://theautry.org/research-collections/online-research-tools
https://sarweb.org/indian-arts-research-center-at-sar/
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/research/anthropology
https://patriottech.gmu.edu/get-started/
https://patriottech.gmu.edu/get-started/
http://mymason.gmu.edu/
http://mymason.gmu.edu/
https://help.blackboard.com/en-us/Learn/9.1_SP_10_and_SP_11/Student/002_Browser_Support_SP_11


supported browsers and operating systems. Log in to myMason to access your registered 
courses. Some courses may use other learning management systems. Check the syllabus or 
contact the instructor for details. Online courses typically use Acrobat Reader, Flash, Java, and 
Windows Media Player, QuickTime and/or Real Media Player. Your computer should be 
capable of running current versions of those applications. Also, make sure your computer is 
protected from viruses by downloading the latest version of Symantec Endpoint Protection/Anti-
Virus software for free here. 
Students owning Macs or Linux should be aware that some courses may use software that only 
runs on Windows. You can set up a Mac computer with Boot Camp or virtualization software so 
Windows will also run on it. Watch this video  about using Windows on a Mac. Computers 
running Linux can also be configured with virtualization software or configured to dual boot with 
Windows. 
 
Note: If you are using an employer-provided computer or corporate office for class attendance, 
please verify with your systems administrators that you will be able to install the necessary 
applications and that system or corporate firewalls do not block access to any sites or media 
types. 
  
Course-specific Hardware/Software 
This course will use Blackboard and Zoom. Hardware or software required for your course or 
program may be available for purchase at Patriot Computers (the University’s computer store 
that offers educational discounts and special deals). 
 
University Policies and Resources 
  

a.  Academic Honesty: You are expected to be familiar with and abide by the 
University’s Honor Code. The Code can be found here. It is your responsibility to see me 
if you have questions about these policies. George Mason University has an honor code 
that states the following: 

To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness 
among all members of the George Mason University community and with the 
desire for greater academic and personal achievement, we, the student members 
of the University Community have set forth this: 

b.  Students must follow the university policy for Responsible Use of Computing 
c.  Student services:  The University provides range of services to help you succeed 
academically and you should make use of these if you think they could benefit you. I 
also invite you to speak to me (the earlier the better). Resources and Support Services 
https://historyarthistory.gmu.edu/undergraduate/resources -and-support-services 
d.  Students are responsible for the content of university communications sent to 
their George Mason University email account and are required to activate their account 
and check it regularly. All communication from the university, college, school, and 
program will be sent to students solely through their Mason email account. 
e.  The George Mason University Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) 
staff consists of professional counseling and clinical psychologists, social workers, and 

https://help.blackboard.com/en-us/Learn/9.1_SP_10_and_SP_11/Student/002_Browser_Support_SP_11
http://mymasonportal.gmu.edu/
http://mymasonportal.gmu.edu/
http://get.adobe.com/reader/
http://get.adobe.com/reader/
http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/
http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/
http://www.java.com/en/download/
http://www.java.com/en/download/
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows/products/windows-media-player
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows/products/windows-media-player
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows/products/windows-media-player
http://support.apple.com/downloads/#quicktime
http://support.apple.com/downloads/#quicktime
http://www.real.com/realplayer/search
http://www.real.com/realplayer/search
http://antivirus.gmu.edu/
http://antivirus.gmu.edu/
https://youtu.be/Hmm9Q-T0oTo
https://youtu.be/Hmm9Q-T0oTo
http://compstore.gmu.edu/
http://compstore.gmu.edu/
https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/
https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/
http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/policies/responsible-use-of-computing/
http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/policies/responsible-use-of-computing/
https://historyarthistory.gmu.edu/undergraduate/resources-and-support-services
http://caps.gmu.edu/


counselors who offer a wide range of services (e.g., individual and group counseling, 
workshops and outreach programs) to enhance students’ personal experience and 
academic performance.   Counseling Center: Student Union I, Room 364, 703-993-2380.    
f.   Students with disabilities who seek accommodations in a course must be 
registered with the George Mason University Office of Disability Services (ODS) and 
inform their instructor, in writing, at the beginning of the semester.  All academic 
accommodations must be arranged through that office. Please note that 
accommodations MUST BE MADE BEFORE assignments or exams are due. I cannot 
adjust your grade after the fact. 
g.  Students must follow the university policy stating that all sound emitting devices 
shall be turned off during class unless otherwise authorized by the instructor. 
h.  The George Mason University Writing Center staff provides a variety of 
resources and services (e.g., tutoring, workshops, writing guides, handbooks) intended 
to support students as they work to construct and share knowledge through writing. 
University Writing Center:  Robinson Hall Room A114, 703-993-1200.  The writing center 
includes assistance for students for whom English is a second language. 
i.   Diversity: George Mason University promotes a living and learning environment 
for outstanding growth and productivity among its students, faculty and staff. Through its 
curriculum, programs, policies, procedures, services and resources, Mason strives to 
maintain a quality environment for work, study and personal growth. 
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