
English 100:  English Composition For
Multilingual Writers

George Mason University Korea – Fall 2022

Instructor Email Office Location & Hours

Jason A. Kifer jkifer@gmu.edu
GMUK Building – G644

Office Hours :
Tue/Wed 10am - 12pm

Gender identity and pronoun use: If you wish, please share your name and gender pronouns with me and how best to
address you in class and via email. I use ‘he/him/his’ for myself and you may address me as “Jason”, “Professor”,
“Prof. Kifer” or “Mr. Kifer” in email and verbally.

Course Description
As part of the Mason Core, the English 100/101 curriculum works to create engaged citizens who
understand that writing is a social, rhetorical act and can effectively analyze and respond to the
writing situations they encounter within and beyond the university walls.

These courses help student writers--who may be developing their confidence, critical thinking,
flexibility, control of language, and sense of ownership--learn to analyze, research, and produce
texts of varying genres that engage a range of audiences.

Expectations and Goals for the Course

1: Students are able to analyze and respond to a range of rhetorical situations with increased
awareness of the purposes, audiences, and contexts of writing. They are able to identify
appropriate rhetorical strategies and apply them in their own writing.

2: Students develop strategies for anticipating and using audience response as they engage in and
reflect upon a recursive writing process that includes exploration, inquiry, and invention, as well
as drafting, organizing, revising, peer-reviewing, and editing.

3: Students gain emerging college-level proficiency in critically reading and writing nonfiction
genres to develop analysis, reflection, exposition, argumentation, and research skills.

4: Students are able to use research strategies for topic exploration and refining research
questions; locate, select, evaluate, synthesize, and document sources; and incorporate outside
facts, perspectives, and ideas in their writing to complicate and extend their own ideas. They are
able to employ appropriate technologies and resources to support their reading, thinking,
researching, and writing.

5: Students develop knowledge of linguistic structures and writing conventions through critical
reading and practice (writing and revision). They understand why writing conventions vary based
on genre and audience and apply this knowledge by composing different types of texts.
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Method of Instruction

Most class meetings of English 100 will be interactive and will involve a significant amount of
student discussion and writing. Students may be asked to work individually as well as
collaboratively as they investigate issues, practice writing strategies and techniques, learn
research and critical reading approaches, and review their own and their peers’ writing. Students
who attend regularly and stay engaged in class activities, who keep up with all of the
assignments, and who block off sufficient time each week for thoughtful drafting and revising
usually succeed in this class.

Course Materials
There is no required textbook for ENGH 100. Any required readings for ENGH 100 will be
provided as hyperlinks through our course schedule, and the readings will also be available on
our Blackboard course site. Students need to make sure that they have access to the texts, either
in electronic (or printed) form at all times. Failure to bring texts will be seen as evidence of
inadequate class participation. Students should plan on bringing laptop computers (or tablets that
you are able to easily type on) to every class. Using your smartphone to type for in class writing
or for reading is not accptable.

Course Requirements and Grading
• Read all the required readings in time for class discussions.
• Participate in class discussions.
• Write reading journals and complete other short writing assignments.
• Complete all of the writing assignments assigned for the course. For each major assignment,
submit a typed first (if required) and final draft and demonstrate significant revision between
drafts. Students will submit their drafts through Blackboard.

1. Narrative Argument Essay: ~1200 words
 2. Researched Argument For Change: ~1500 words
3. Annotated Bibliography: ~2000 words
4. Civic Responsibility Letter: ~500 words

Attendance/Absences

Active participation in class discussion is expected. Repeated evidence of poor preparation will
also lower your points considerably. You are responsible for keeping up with all due dates,
in-class assignments, and announcements, even if you have not been in class.  Any changes to
the reading schedule, course policies, and due dates will be announced in class.  Students should
do their best to attend every class. After your first two absences, continued attendance trouble
will have a more harmful effect on your final grade.  If a student reaches seven absences, the
instructor can consider failing the student in the course. Lateness (that is, coming in after the roll
call) will be counted as 1/3 of an absence. Of course, if you must miss class for an extended
time due to illness (Covid or otherwise), your abscenses will not affect your attendance
grade.
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Grading

ENGH 100 is a 1000-point course.  The following is a breakdown of your total grade for the
course:

1. In-Class Engagement: 75 Points (7.5% of Final Grade)
2. Weekly In-Class Writing Assignments (ICW): 100 Points (10%)
3. Reflective Journal Assignments and Other Homework: 125 Points (12.5%)
4. Narrative Argument Essay: 150 Points (15%)

- First Draft – 30 Points (graded for completion - pass/fail)
- Peer Review – 20 Points
- Final Draft – 100 Points

5. Researched Argument For Change Article : 250 Points (25%)
- Project Plan – 50 Points
- First Draft – 80 Points
- Peer Review – 20 Points
- Final Draft – 100 Points

6. Annotated Bibliography for Researched Argument For Change: 150 Points (15%)
- First Draft – 50 Points (graded for completion - pass/fail)
- Final Draft – 100 points

7. Civic Responsibility Letter: 150 Points (15%)
- Peer Review – 20 Points
- First Draft – 50 Points
- Final Draft – 80 Points

________________________________________________________
1000 Points - 100% total

• Students in ENG 100 receive a final grade of A+ 100-97.5% | A 97.4-93% | A- 92.9-90% | B+
89.9-87.5% | B 87.4-83% | B- 82.9-80% | C+ 79.9-77.5% | C 77.4-73% | C- 72.9-70% | D
69.9-60% | F below 60%.

• Students must earn a C (73%) or higher to fulfill the ENGH 101 Mason Core
requirement; students must complete all major assignments to earn a C (or higher).

• There will be a few opportunities for students to receive extra credit throughout the semester.
Each student is capped at 25 extra credit points maximum for the semester.

• Students who do not submit a final draft (free from plagiarism) of any of the 4 major
assignments cannot receive a grade higher than C- in the ENGH 100 course.
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Description of Grading Categories and Major Assignments

In-Class Engagement

This portion of the grade will show how engaged a student was during class time through the
semester. Students can lose engagement points by missing or being consistently late to class,
sleeping during class, using phones during class, and using laptop computers for purposes other
than what we are focused on in class. This is by no means an exhaustive list of how students can
lose engagement points. The best way to keep all of your engagement points is to come to class
on time, pay attention during class, and work on what the instructor is asking you to work on
during class time.

Weekly In-Class Writing Assignments (ICW)

We will try to do some writing in one shape or form every time we have class. Sometimes I will
ask students to respond to a writing prompt that I provide on the ICW document in our Google
Drive shared folders, and sometimes I will ask students to work on a document that helps us build
towards a graded assignment (reflection journal, major writing assignment, etc.) and show me
their progress on that document in their shared folder. Individually, ICW assignments do not
carry much weight (~5 points), but collectively they make up 10% of the final grade. In other
words – if you miss one or two ICW assignments in a semester, it won’t hurt your grade very
much. If you make a habit of missing ICW assignments, it can lower your final grade
substantially. There will usually be one or two ICW assignments per week. ICW assignments are
graded once a week at the end of the week, so students will typically have time to begin the
writing in class and finish by the end of the week.

Reflective Journal Assignments and Other Homework

Throughout the semester, I will ask students to submit four (4) journal assignments through
Blackboard. These journal assignments will be ‘reflective’ in nature – reflecting on something we
read or watch as a class, or reflecting on what you learned by completing one of our major
writing assignments. Reflective journal assignments are worth 25 points each and must be
submitted on Blackboard. The syllabus quiz at the beginning of the semester is also worth 25
points and is counted in this category.

Narrative Argument Essay

You will use your personal experience, as well as perspectives different from your own, to
support a narrative argument that is relevant—or that you make relevant—to your fellow Mason
students. This assignment will ask you to support your argument with evidence, write to a
specific audience, and respond to their specific counter-arguments and concerns. It is designed to
help develop your ability to produce rhetorically aware persuasive/argumentative writing and
your understanding of argument and rhetoric while honing your existing writing skills.

Researched Argument For Change and Annotated Bibliography

You will pick a problem or issue related to our course ‘theme’ that you can address while writing
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an argumentative ‘magazine’-style article for a national publication. The problem or issue that
you choose to research should be something that interests you personally, and it should also be
specific and narrow: perhaps some aspect of the problem that has been over-looked or a solution
that others should consider. You will develop a research question, conduct research, and write an
annotated bibliography to help you explore the complexities of the issue and develop a
change-based answer to your research question. You’ll then develop your argument in an article
for a specific publication and their specific readers.

Your bibliography will include six high quality sources that are appropriate for and relevant to
your research question. These sources should paint a complicated picture of your topic in terms
of varying perspectives, emphases, and conclusions. Each annotation will identify, evaluate, and
summarize one of your sources and its potential use in your writing project.

Civic Responsibility Letter

For this assignment, you will ‘repurpose’ some of the research that you did for the Researched
Argument for Change article. Using the same problem or issue that you identified and argued for
in the previous assignment, you will write a letter to someone who has the ability to make a
change to that problem. Your letter will make a direct case to that person and ask them to pursue
a solution (or solutions) that you suggest. Although your topic and the basics of your
argument/solution can be the same as the previous assignment, your writing for the Civic
Responsibility Letter should be new and unique as you consider your significantly narrowed
audience.

Grading Criteria for Major Assignments

A “C” level grade (70-79%) denotes average college-level writing and achievement. The essay is
a competent response to the assignment: it meets, to some degree, all the assignment
requirements, and demonstrates that the author has put significant time and effort into
communicating his/her ideas to his/her targeted audience. It has a thesis, presents some support,
and moves from point to point in an orderly fashion; sentence-level errors do not significantly
prevent comprehension. Essays that do not meet these criteria will not earn a “C.”
A “B” level grade (80-89%) highlights a strong example of college writing and thinking. In
addition to meeting the “C” level requirements, such an essay goes further in some way(s): it
demonstrates some insight into the “gray areas” of the topic, provides original or very thorough
support that is tightly woven into the overall argument, reads smoothly at both the sentence and
paragraph levels, and/or exhibits a personal “voice” or style. It has few sentence-level errors.

An “A” level grade (90-100%) marks an essay that engages the reader in a provocative
conversation. Even more than in a “B” essay, its author anticipates and responds to possible
reader questions, uses a wide range of supporting evidence, structures arguments and analyses to
create a fluid reading experience, provides unexpected insights, and/or uses language with care
and facility.

“D” and “F” level essays do not meet the basic expectations of the assignment.
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Submitting Assignments

All major assignments and components of major assignments should be submitted on Blackboard
attached as Microsoft Word documents. Unless otherwise instructed, your assignments should
contain the following information in the upper-left corner of the first page:

Student Name (G Number)
ENGH 100 K0#
Assignment Name
Date

Almost all in-class writing and low-stakes homework for ENGH 100 will be done using a shared
folder on Google Docs. This process will be explained fully at the beginning of the semester.

Penalty for Submitting Late Class Work and ‘Crisis Passes’

Electronic submissions (to BB) are required for all assignments unless other specific instructions
are given. Late submission of your work will lower your grade unless it is approved by Professor
Kifer before the assignment due date. You will lose 5% of the assignment grade for each day
that the assignment is late.  Low-stakes homework may not be submitted late.

Every student is free to use three (3) 24-hour “crisis passes” during the semester.  A crisis pass
gives the student an extra 24 hours to work on an assignment beyond the due date and time
without penalty or explanation.  You may use these passes one at a time on different assignments,
or all at once on a single assignment. You must submit your crisis pass using Blackboard
(‘Assignment Submissions’ → ‘Crisis Passes’) before the due date and time of the assignment.
Crisis passes that are submitted after the assignment deadline has passed will not be counted, and
the appropriate late points will be applied to the assignment.

Class Participation

Students who attend class regularly, and who are energetic, thoughtful participants in the class
and discussions will do well in the participation aspect of this class. Students who miss a class are
responsible for turning in any required work, but will not be able to “make up” the missed
participation in order to earn that day’s point(s). If the homework is not completed in a
satisfactory manner, you will lose a point from your class participation for that day.

As previously mentioned, if you are late to class it will negatively affect your participation score
and your attendance as well. Students also need to be mindfully present in addition to being
physically present. This implies brain awareness as well as the basic courtesies of formal social
gatherings. Students who are sleeping, carrying on private conversations, answering or texting on
cell phones, or working on assignments for other classes (etc.) are not wholly, mindfully present
and thus may lose class participation points for that day. If you are seriously unprepared for class
or group work—having absolutely no draft for a peer review workshop, for example—you may
lose class participation points for that day. Any serious breach of good classroom conduct may
cause you to lose all participation points for that day.
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Technology Requirements

Students will be expected to use and have access to the following technologies in ENGH 100:

A GMU email address. Although we will be using Google Docs and it is understandable that
your shared folder might be connected to an existing Google ID that you have established, all
email communication with your professor must be from your GMU student email address to your
professor’s GMU email address (jkifer@gmu.edu) and vice versa. All class announcements will
be generated through Blackboard and emailed only to students’ GMU email addresses.

A laptop computer or tablet that you can easily type with. For every class session, students
can expect to have in-class written work to complete, and this will be easiest to accomplish with a
laptop computer or a tablet that you can easily type on (with an external keyboard). Most of our
in-class writing will be done through a shared Google Docs folder (online program that mirrors
Microsoft Word), so it will be important that students can access this folder and its contents
during class. Computers are to be used for classwork only during class, and smartphones should
be kept off of your desks and out of your hands.

A system of digitally backing up your work. Students need to establish a stable system of
backing up their work to prevent the dreaded ‘lost paper’. I recommend that students get used to
working in Google Docs, where your work is automatically saved in the ‘cloud’ and is accessible
on any device with an internet connection. It is also a good idea to have a flash drive or similar
device to back up files as well. It is your responsibility to prepare for unexpected but frequent
technology failures and loss of network connections. Technology failures, for example, broken
computers, no access to GMU accounts, no internet connection, or loss of files, will not
constitute a legitimate excuse in this course in most imaginable cases.

Drafting and Revision Policy
Throughout the semester, we will refer to the various stages of our writing as ‘drafts’. Please
understand – “First Draft” does NOT mean “incomplete draft.” First drafts should be
thoughtfully written pieces rather than rough outlines, so that you can present them for
constructive criticism from your professor and your peers (for peer review). They should be
completed, with room for improvement. During peer review sessions or after a writing
conference with Professor Kifer, you will identify places where you need to revise what you have
written on a draft. After further revision, you will submit a final draft.

**Important** Submitting a final draft that shows no changes (or very minimal changes) from a
first or previous draft of an assignment will result in a failing grade for the final draft. In this
scenario, the highest grade you can get for the final draft is 50% of the points possible for the
final draft.

For the Narrative Argument Essay, after final drafts are graded, students may resubmit the
assignment with improvements for up to 5% additional points for the assignment. In order to
receive the added points, students must show significant improvements in essay structure,
support/evidence used, and/or grammar throughout the paper, and must schedule a meeting with
Professor Kifer within two weeks of receiving their final draft grade to explain and show their
improvements.
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Midterm Grades

You will receive a midterm grade based on the work of the first half of the semester, which you
can view in PatriotWeb. The midterm grade’s purpose is to help you understand how well you are
doing so that you can make any adjustments necessary. It is not meant to predict your final grade,
as the work in the second half of the semester may be weighted more heavily.

COVID-19 Plan for Online Learning
We may be unexpectedly asked to alter our course plans on short notice due to campus or
building closure related to COVID-19 outbreaks or other unforeseen public health crises. I have
done my best to design our class with this possibility in mind, and much of what we do in this
class (and how our course Blackboard page is designed) will lend itself to an easy transition to
online or hybrid learning modalities. In the event of a short or long-term shift to an online format,
students should take the following steps:

● Check your email often for updates from Mason Korea and your individual
professors. I will be in touch through email with instructions on how we will proceed
depending on the situation. It will be important for students to stay on top of
announcements from both the university and their course instructors.

● Prepare necessary technologies. It is especially helpful during online learning to have a
working camera and microphone on your computer. In the event that we have to spend a
week or more working online, we will use “Zoom” as a way to meet both as a class and
for one-on-one professor/student conferences. When meeting for Zoom classes, cameras
are expected to be on and microphones need to be ready to use if needed in class. Students
should find appropriate quiet places to locate themselves during Zoom classes.

Composition Statement on Plagiarism

It is expected that students adhere to the George Mason University Honor Code as it relates to
integrity regarding coursework and grades: ”To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility,
respect, trust, and fairness among all members of the George Mason University community and
with the desire for greater academic and personal achievement, we, the student members of the
University Community have set forth this: Student members of the George Mason University
community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal and/or lie in matters related to academic work.”
More information about the Honor Code, including definitions of cheating, lying, and plagiarism,
can be found at the Office of Academic Integrity website at http://oai.gmu.edu

Mason’s Composition Program recognizes that appropriately attributing sources is a learning
process. This class will include direct instruction in source integration, documentation, and
citation strategies in a range of rhetorical situations, and follows the CWPA Best Practices for
Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism. Instructors in the Composition Program support the Mason
Honor Code, which requires them to report suspected instances of deliberate plagiarism to the
Mason Honor Committee.

NOTE: Blackboard has a built-in plagiarism prevention system (“SafeAssign”), and your paper
submissions to Blackboard will get customized originality reports.
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GMU Nondiscrimination Policy

George Mason University is committed to providing equal opportunity and an educational and
work environment free from any discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, or age. GMU shall adhere to all
applicable state and federal equal opportunity/affirmative action statutes and regulations.

Title IX - Notice of mandatory reporting of sexual assault, interpersonal
violence, and stalking

As a faculty member, Professor Kifer is designated as a “Responsible Employee,” and must
report all disclosures of sexual assault, interpersonal violence, and stalking to Mason Korea’s
Deputy Title IX Coordinator pursuant to University Policy 1202 and 1412. If you would like to
speak confidentially with the Mason Korea counselor, please see
https://masonkorea.gmu.edu/resources-and-services/counseling-and-wellness for more
information. For more information about what Title IX is, please see
https://masonkorea.gmu.edu/resources-and-services/title-ix.

GMU Email

Students must activate their Mason email account and check it regularly. For privacy reasons, all
class-related emails will be sent only to students’ official GMU email addresses.

Mason  Core Statement

This course is part of the Mason Core (General Education) Program, which is designed to help
develop “a Mason Graduate [who is] an engaged citizen, a well-rounded scholar, and someone
who is prepared to act for the world” (Mason Catalog). It fulfills the Mason Core Lower Level
Written Communication requirement. For more information on the Mason Core, visit the
Provost’s Mason Core page.

Academic Resource Center

The Academic Resource Center at GMUK is in the business of looking at your papers, projects
and problems to improve your academic achievement in the area of Writing, Communication,
Mathematics, Accounting, Statistics, and Economics. For more information, please contact
Professor Eunmee Lee, Director of Academic Resource Center (elee45@gmu.edu, office #638).

As a Mason Impact course, ENGH 100/101 teaches students to understand knowledge creation
and to investigate a meaningful question through the development of an inquiry-based research
project that evaluates, synthesizes, and incorporates multiple perspectives.
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