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Course Syllabus 
 
Office Hours: 
 
By appointment. I am flexible, but typically not on campus outside of class hours unless an 

appointment is made. Before or after class are ideal appointment times, but if neither of these work for 
you we will figure out an alternative. Zoom is always an option as well.  

 
Course Objective: 
 
In its essence, economics is the study of decision-making. It seeks to explain why people do the 

things that they do, and hence why we observe the outcomes we observe, on both an individual and 
societal level. International economic policy considers the effects of various policy implementations on 
the domestic and global economies. Understanding these effects, however, requires understanding 
some core economic concepts. The purpose of this course is to teach these core concepts and how to 
apply them to the evaluation of major global issues.  

 
Advanced knowledge of economics is not necessary to make effective use of economic logic and 

reasoning when conducting policy analysis. It simply requires knowledge of a few key concepts, and the 
comfortability in applying them that comes with a little practice. This course will provide you with both 
these things.  

  
 Course Materials: 
 
Textbook 
Donald J. Boudreaux, Globalization (Greenwood Press, 2008). This is the only text you are required 

to purchase, however, the course will frequently make use of freely accessible material, such as blogs, 
articles, and instructional videos. When material from these sources is assigned, it will be covered in 
lecture and you will be responsible for it on quizzes and exams.  

 
Blogs 
Marginal Revolution and The Conversable Economist are two highly-regarded blogs that do a great 

job explaining economic concepts and analyzing issues from the economic point of view in straight-
forward, easy-to-understand language. They can be found at the following web addresses: 

 
https://marginalrevolution.com/ 
 
https://conversableeconomist.com/ 
 



Instructional Videos 
Marginal Revolution University contains a free, introductory-level microeconomics course. Several 

of the videos provided in this course will serve as reference material for some of the economic concepts 
we will cover. I will teach the concepts in class, so you are not expected to learn them on your own . 
Below is the web address: 

 
https://mru.org/courses/principles-economics-microeconomics/introduction-microeconomics 
 

 
Course Structure: 
 
Lecture 
The first few weeks will be spent covering foundational economic concepts. Specifically, we will 

cover material from the following instructional videos available at Marginal Revolution University  
(MRU): 

 
-Supply, Demand, and Equilibrium 
-Elasticity (briefly) 
-Taxes and Subsidies 
-Price Ceilings and Price Floors 
-Trade 
 
Some of these MRU lessons contain more material than will be covered in lecture. The videos are 

merely meant to provide a reference source, and you are not responsible for material not covered in 
lecture. If anyone needs or is interested in additional sources covering these topics, plenty are available. 
Please see me, or email me, and I will provide the necessary information.  

 
I think it is easiest to retain information when you are not dividing your attention among numerous 

sources of material. For this reason, I will not assign readings, from the Globalization text or elsewhere, 
while we learn the foundational economic concepts. After covering these concepts, we will move on to 
the Globalization textbook, which we will cover sequentially, with assigned blog entries/articles 
interspersed throughout.  

 
Exams 
The midterm is scheduled for October 11th (regular class time and location). I expect we will have 

covered the first 3-4 chapters of the Globalization text by that point, though it will depend on how many 
additional readings have been assigned (no more than 3-4 short articles or blog entries). October 11th is 
a Tuesday, so everything covered in lecture through the previous Thursday (October 6th) will be subject 
to the midterm, although we will likely spend at least part of the October 6th class reviewing.  

 
The final exam is scheduled for December 8th at 1:30 PM in our regular classroom. The exam will be 

cumulative, with an emphasis on material covered after the midterm. Material covered after the 
midterm will consist mostly of the remainder of the Globalization text, but contain additional assigned 
readings based on time available once project presentations (discussed below) are scheduled.  

 
Project 
I recognize that some of you may prefer a grading system with opportunities to show strengths 

outside of test-taking, while for some this would be an unwanted extra burden. For this reason, I am 



offering two grading options, outlined below. One option will contain a project with less weight placed 
on exams, while the other will not contain a project and have more weight on exams.  

 
Specifics of the project will be discussed in class, but the deadline to determine which option you 

choose is October 20th (one week following the return of your midterm exams). If choosing the project, 
you will be required to submit a brief proposal (1 page) outlining what you intend to cover in your 
presentation. Projects can be done in pairs if desired.  

 
Participation 
George Mason University boasts an incredibly diverse student population, and as such, each 

classroom contains a wealth of different experiences and perspectives. To take full advantage of this 
opportunity, I encourage as much participation as possible and urge you to bring your unique thoughts, 
beliefs, ideas, and experiences through which they have been formed, to the table. This class is intended 
to be an interactive environment where viewpoints are shared and issues discussed on all sides, and 
should be thought of as an opportunity to examine issues important to you in addition to learning the 
assigned material.  

 
To incentivize your engagement, short quizzes and in-class assignments will frequently be given. 

Quizzes may occur at the beginning of class on a previously assigned reading, or near the end of class 
and assess your comprehension of the lecture. In-class assignments will typically be short, small-group 
tasks requiring application of course concepts. These quizzes and assignments are all individually of low 
value, but your cumulative score at the end of the semester will comprise the 15% of your grade 
outlined below. There are no make-ups for these types of assignments, but I will drop your lowest two. 
Expect about 10-12.  

 
Grading: 
 
Option 1 (project) 
-Midterm: 25%  
-Final: 30% 
-Project: 30% 
-Participation/Quizzes/In-class assignments: 15% 
 
Option 2 (no project) 
-Midterm: 40%  
-Final: 45% 
-Participation/Quizzes/In-class assignments: 15% 
 
 
Late Policy:  
 
Except in the most extreme circumstances (medical emergency, death in the family, etc.), no 

extensions will be given on exams or the project unless prior arrangements have been made. Prior 
arrangements require my verification of the reason, and approval, at least a week before the exam or 
presentation date. No exceptions will be made to this requirement. Regarding small quizzes and in-class 
assignments, as mentioned above, no make-ups or extensions will be allowed, but your lowest two will 
be dropped.  

 



Academic Integrity: 
 
I uphold the George Mason University honor code. All work is expected to be your own, unless 

otherwise specified. If I suspect you have violated the honor code, I will submit your case to the honor 
committee and it will be adjudicated accordingly.  

 
 
Disability Accommodations:  
 
Disability Services at George Mason University is committed to providing equitable access to 

learning opportunities for all students by upholding the laws that ensure equal treatment of people with 
disabilities. If you are seeking accommodations for this class, please first visit http://ds.gmu.edu/ for 
detailed information about the Disability Services registration process. Then please discuss your 
approved accommodations with me. Disability Services is located in Student Union Building I (SUB I), 
Suite 2500. Email:ods@gmu.edu | Phone: (703) 993-2474 

 
 
Diversity and Inclusion: 
 
George Mason University seeks to create a learning environment that fosters respect for people 

across identities. We welcome and value individuals and their differences, including gender expression 
and identity, race, economic status, sex, sexuality, ethnicity, national origin, first language, religion, age 
and ability. We encourage all members of the learning environment to engage with the material 
personally, but to also be open to exploring and learning from experiences different than their own.  

 
 
Sexual Harassment, Sexual Misconduct, and Interpersonal Violence: 
 
George Mason University is committed to providing a learning, living and working environment that 

is free from discrimination and a campus that is free of sexual misconduct and other acts of 
interpersonal violence in order to promote community well-being and student success. We encourage 
students who believe that they have been sexually harassed, sexually assaulted or subjected to sexual or 
interpersonal misconduct to seek assistance and support. University Policy 1202: Sexual Harassment and 
Misconduct provides the specifics of Mason’s process, the resources, and the options available to 
students and employees. 

 
As a faculty member, I am designated as a “Non-Confidential Employee,” and must report all 

disclosures of sexual assault, sexual harassment, interpersonal violence, stalking, sexual exploitation, 
complicity, and retaliation to Mason’s Title IX Coordinator per University Policy 1202. If you wish to 
speak with someone confidentially, please contact one of Mason’s confidential resources, such as 
Student Support and Advocacy Center (SSAC) at 703-993-3686 or Counseling and Psychological Services 
(CAPS) at 703-993-2380. You may also seek assistance or support measures from Mason’s Title IX 
Coordinator by calling 703-993-8730, or emailing titleix@gmu.edu. 


