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PSYC 440: Forensic Psychology – Science and Pseudoscience (3 credits) 

Fall 2020 

 
Course Description | Required Textbooks | Course Learning Outcomes | Technology 

Requirements | Course Schedule | Assignments Description | Course Policies | Grading Scale | 
University Policies and Resources | 

 
Instructor:  Dr. Justin Ramsdell 
Email: jramsde2@gmu.edu (preferred contact)  
Office: David King Hall – Room 2051 
Office hours: All available appointments can be viewed and made by logging on to the following 
website: https://meetme.so/JustinRamsdell  
 
Course Description 
Participate in a critical, evidenced-based, examination of common practices in the criminal 
justice system in the areas of forensic psychology and law enforcement. The course is divided 
into three sections: Biases and the scientific process, forensic psychological practices, and law 
enforcement practices. The first section of the course begins with an explanation of common 
cognitive biases, an exploration of the nature of human memory, what makes an expert witness, 
and what does, or does not, make a practice “pseudoscience.” This is followed by weekly 
examinations of different, sometimes controversial, topics in forensic psychology including 
repressed memories, the Rorschach inkblot test, dissociative identity disorder, hypnosis, and 
risk assessment. The final section of the course focuses on topics that include criminal profiling, 
lie detection, handwriting analysis, and interrogation and false confessions. 
 
Blackboard Login Instructions 

Access to MyMason and GMU email are required to participate successfully in this course. 
Please make sure to update your computer and prepare yourself to begin using the online 
format BEFORE the first day of class.  Check the IT Support Center website. Navigate to the 
Student Support page for help and information about Blackboard. In the menu bar to the left you 
will find all the tools you need to become familiar with for this course.  Take time to learn each. 
Make sure you run a system check a few days before class. Become familiar with the attributes 
of Blackboard and online learning.   

Required Textbooks 
• None – All material available online via the Blackboard website for the course. 

Course Learning Outcomes 
1. Define and explain cognitive biases, the processes and issues with human memory, and 

the legal process for admitting an individual as an expert witness in court.  
2. Understand controversial or contentious topics (both common and uncommon) in the 

field of forensic psychology. 
3. Understand common (and uncommon) practices in law enforcement.  
4. Critically evaluate the scientific foundation on which each of the chosen topics is based.  
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5. Identify and classify topic areas with strong support, those that require more 
investigation, and those that currently lack the support of the scientific community.   

6. Discuss the potential personal, societal, and legal ramifications of the findings.  

Technology Requirements  

Hardware: You will need access to a Windows or Macintosh computer with at least 2 GB of 
RAM and access to a fast and reliable broadband internet connection (e.g., cable, DSL). A 
larger screen is recommended for better visibility of course material. You will need speakers or 
headphones to hear recorded content and a headset with a microphone is recommended for the 
best experience. For the amount of Hard Disk Space required taking a distance education 
course, consider and allow for: 

1. the storage amount needed to install any additional software and 
2. space to store work that you will do for the course. 

If you consider the purchase of a new computer, please go to Patriot Tech  to see 
recommendations.  

Software: Many courses use Blackboard as the learning management system. You will need a 
browser and operating system that are listed compatible or certified with the Blackboard version 
available on the myMason Portal. See supported browsers and operating systems. Log in to 
myMason to access your registered courses. Some courses may use other learning 
management systems. Check the syllabus or contact the instructor for details. Online courses 
typically use Acrobat Reader, Flash, Java, and Windows Media Player, QuickTime and/or Real 
Media Player. Your computer should be capable of running current versions of those 
applications. Also, make sure your computer is protected from viruses by downloading the 
latest version of Symantec Endpoint Protection/Anti-Virus software for free here.  

Students owning Macs or Linux should be aware that some courses may use software that only 
runs on Windows. You can set up a Mac computer with Boot Camp or virtualization software so 
Windows will also run on it. Watch this video  about using Windows on a Mac. Computers 
running Linux can also be configured with virtualization software or configured to dual boot with 
Windows. 
 
Note: If you are using an employer-provided computer or corporate office for class attendance, 
please verify with your systems administrators that you will be able to install the necessary 
applications and that system or corporate firewalls do not block access to any sites or media 
types. 
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Module 1: What is Pseudoscience? 
Date Task Notes 
1/25 Class In-person class session 
1/27 Class In-person class session 
1/30 Quiz Module 1 Quiz due 
1/30 Post Covid Related “Ad Hominem” Attack 

 

Module 2: Cognitive Biases  
Date Task Notes 
2/1 Class In-person class session 
2/3 Class In-person class session 
2/6 Quiz Module 2 Quiz due 
2/6 Post Covid Related “Strawman” Attack 

 

Module 3: Memory and Expert Testimony Admissibility 
Date Task Notes 
2/8 Class In-person class session 
2/10 Class In-person class session  
2/13 Quiz Module 3 Quiz Due 
2/13 Post “Appeal to Ignorance” on the Internet 

 

Module 4: Repressed Memories of Traumatic Events 
Date Task Notes 
2/15  Class In-person class session 
2/17 Class In-person class session  
2/20 Quiz Module 4 Quiz due 
2/20 Post “False Dilemma” or False Dichotomy” Attacks on the internet 

 

Module 5: Hypnosis 
Date Task Notes 
2/22  Class In-person class session 
2/24 Class In-person class session  
2/27 Quiz Module 5 Quiz due 
2/27 Post “Slippery Slope” Arguments on the Internet 
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Module 6: The Rorschach Inkblot Test 
Date Task Notes 
3/1 Class In-person class session 
3/3 Class In-person class session 
3/6 Quiz Module 6 Quiz due 
3/6 Post “Circular Arguments” on the Internet 

 
 

Module 7: Dissociative Identity Disorder 
Date Task Notes 
3/8 Class In-person class session 
3/10 Class In-person class session 
3/13 Quiz Module 7 Quiz due 
3/13 Post “Hasty Generalizations” in Everyday Life 

 

Spring Break 
Date Task Notes 

3/14 – 3/20  No Class Spring Break – No classes, quizzes, or assignments 
 

Module 8: Assessing Psychological Injury  
Date Task Notes 
3/22 Class In-person class session 
3/25 Class In-person class session  
3/27 Quiz Module 8 Quiz due 
3/27 Post “Red Herrings” in Politics 

 

Module 9: Offender Identification  
Date Task Notes 
3/29  Class In-person class session 
3/31 Class In-person class session  
4/3 Quiz Module 9 Quiz due 
4/3 Post Convincing Yourself with “Sunk Cost” Arguments  
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Module 10: Interrogation and False Confessions 
Date Task Notes 
4/5  Class In-person class session 
4/7 Class In-person class session  
4/10 Quiz Module 10 Quiz due 
4/10 Post “Equivocation” 

 

Module 11: The Polygraph Test 
Date Task Notes 
4/12 Class In-person class session 
4/14 Class In-person class session 
4/17 Quiz Module 11 Quiz due 
4/17 Post Can You Control Your Heart Rate? OR Why “Fake the 

Polygraph” videos on YouTube are Crap 
 

Module 12: Other Lie Detection Methods 
Date Task Notes 
4/19 Class In-person class session 
4/21 Class In-person class session 
4/24 Quiz Module 12 Quiz due 
4/24 Post Reality TV Detective 

 

Module 13: Criminal Profiling 
Date Task Notes 
4/26  Class In-person class session 
4/28 Class In-person class session 
5/1 Quiz Module 13 Quiz due 
5/1 Paper Criminal Profiling: Mystique or Useful Practice 

 

Module 14: Treating Psychopaths and Sex Offenders 
Date Task Notes 
5/3  Class In-person class session 
5/5 Class In-person class session 
5/8 Quiz Module 14 Quiz due 
5/8 Poll What is the Least Scientific?  
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Module 15: Nothing! 
Date Task Notes 

5/9 – 5/15  No Class No more in-person classes, quizzes, assignments, or final 
exam. Enjoy your break! 

Assignments Description 

 

Meme Assignment (2% of total): As we go through the semester we are going to be covering 
different topics. Starting in module 4 (repressed memories), you must choose any ONE of the 
topics we cover and create a meme that highlights the issues with that particular topic. Funny 
memes are fine. This isn’t serious… it’s a way for me to make the two percentage points without 
having to make the quizzes and discussion post values decimal points.  

 

Weekly Quizzes (4% each, 56% total): There are 14 quizzes during the course of the 
semester.  

a. Online quizzes must be completed by Sunday at 11:59pm of the week it is 
assigned… after that, late penalties apply. Missed quizzes can be made up, butt 
will be subject to a late penalty as outlined in this syllabus (5% deduction per day 
for every day late).  

b. These quizzes are untimed, and you may use whatever resources you wish to 
answer the questions, including online content from the Blackboard site and the 
posted PowerPoint presentations.  

c. Each quiz is worth 3.66% of your overall grade in the course.  

“Discussion Posts” (3% each, 42% total): There will be 14 “discussion posts” this semester. 
Each specific post is listed below. However, there are several things that apply to every post.  

• These are not “discussion” posts in the traditional way. You do not need to reply to your 
classmates unless you feel compelled to compliment them. The discussion post is just a 
way for us to post your work in a way that can be viewed by everyone.  

• You will not be able to see anyone’s post until you post your own.  
• If you are having difficulty locating information for these posts, check out the following 

websites and you may be able to find good examples: 
o www.naturalnews.com 
o www.dailygrail.com 
o www.conspiracyarchive.com 
o www.thegatewaypundint.com 
o www.rt.com (particularly the “Op-Ed” section) 
o www.counterpunch.org 
o www.lobster-magazine.co.uk 
o www.theepochtimes.com 
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1. Covid Related “Ad Hominem” Attack 
a. “Ad hominem” translates to “against the man (person).” This is a debate tactic 

used by people who have no logical standing for their position. Instead of 
attacking the idea (or position) of the person they are debating, they attack the 
person or the group of people who share that position.  

b. Examples:  
i. “Yeah? Well, the Nazis also [insert the opposing position]”.  
ii. “You are only taking that position because you are such a greedy jerk.” 
iii. “In the past, you have lied about [insert an out of context comment made 

by the person in the past]… so how can we trust anything you say now?”  
c. After all, if you attack the person, and succeed, than everything they say will be 

discounted in the eyes of the audience.  
d. For this post, find an example online of someone attacking a person for their 

position on Covid-19 instead of that individual’s argument or position. This can be 
a tweet, a meme, a news article, etc. Dr. Anthony Fauci would probably be a 
good place to start looking.  
 

2. Covid Related “Strawman” Attack 
a. A “strawman” attack is when one side of a debate attacks a position that the 

other side doesn’t actually hold because that position is easier to attack. Many 
people do this without even realizing it.  

b. Example (John and Mary are debating how alcoholic beverages should be 
marketed to consumers):  

i. John: “Advertisements for alcohol that show very young people having 
their dreams come true when they drink that beverage encourage 
underage drinking.” 

ii. Mary: “But people have been drinking alcohol for hundreds of years, they 
are not going to simply stop drinking because you want them to.”   

1. The issue here is that John never stated that people should stop 
drinking, he stated that the marketing should change… Mary 
created a “strawman” that was easier to attack than John’s 
argument.  

c. For this post, find a Covid-19 related example, online, of someone creating a 
“strawman” to debate instead of that individual’s argument or position. This can 
be a tweet, a meme, a news article, etc. Anyone who was angry with the 
government’s position on masks or lockdowns may be a good place to start. 
  

3. “Appeal to Ignorance” Argument 
a. An “appeal to ignorance” argument happens when someone uses a lack of 

evidence to prove that something is true. People use this tactic when their 
opponent has little (or no) evidence for their claim and the opposing side 
capitalizes on the absence of evidence to support their own position.  

b. This can also be used (and is often used) when one side of a debate doesn’t 
understand the evidence used by the opposing side (or chooses not to try and 
understand the evidence of the opposing side). 

c. Example (Mary and John are debating the existence of aliens): 
i. Mary: “No one has ever been able to definitively prove that aliens exist.” 
ii. John: “But no one has been able to definitely prove that aliens do NOT 

exist either… so they must be real.” 
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d. For this post, find ANY example of an appeal to ignorance in a “news” article 
from one of the sites listed above (or a different site of your choosing). This can 
be in the headline, or in the text of the article.  
 

4. “False Dilemma” or “False Dichotomy” Attacks on the Internet 
a. A “false dilemma” or “false dichotomy” attack happens when one side artificially 

limits the position of the other side to two “false” choices when there are actually 
many choices/options in between.  

b. Examples: 
i. “Either you agree that Led Zepplin is the greatest rock and roll band of all 

time of you hate music.” 
ii. During the beginning of the “war on terror” during George W. Bush’s 

Presidency he stated, “Every nations, in every region, now has a decision 
to make. Either you are with us, or you are with the terrorists.”  

c. For this post, find ANY example of a “false dichotomy” or “false dilemma” in a 
tweet, quote, or “news” article from one of the sites listed above (or a different 
site of your choosing). Starting with polarizing politicians on either side of the 
aisle is probably a good place to start. 

 

5. “Slippery Slope” Argument Post 
a. A “slippery slope” argument occurs as a long “causal chain” (first this, then that, 

then this other thing, etc.). Causal chains are not necessarily a bad thing, they 
are required when thinking through complex issues. However, when the causal 
chain loses its grip on reality, that is a problem.  

b. Examples: 
i. [Imagine a teenager is pleading with their parents] “You have to let me go 

to the party on Friday night. If I don’t go to the party, I’ll be a loser with no 
friends. Next thing you know… I’ll be alone, homeless, and living in your 
basement when I’m thirty.” (Editorial note: “next thing you know…” is a 
common phrase in slippery slope arguments). 

ii.  “If America doesn’t send weapons to the Syrian rebels, they won’t be 
able to defend themselves against their warring dictator. They’ll lose their 
civil war, and that dictator will oppress them. The Soviets will 
consequently carve out a sphere of influence that spreads across the 
entire Middle East and American power in the region will disappear.” 

c. For this post, find ANY example of a “slippery slope” argument in a tweet, quote, 
or “news” article from one of the sites listed above (or a different site of your 
choosing). These types of arguments abound, especially amongst politicians.  

 

6. “Circular Argument” Post 
a. “Circular arguments” occurs when the conclusion of an argument comes back to 

the premise without providing any outside proof. The important thing to 
remember with these arguments is that they may sound logical, like they are 
providing proof, but they are not.  

b. These tend to look like this… “Claim A is true because claim B is true. Therefore, 
claim B is true because claim A is true.” (providing no proof for either claim) 

c. Examples: 
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i. Companies that state, in job postings, that they cannot hire anyone 
without experience. (leaving you thinking, “I can’t get experience without 
getting a job… so how am I supposed to get a job without experience?”) 

ii. “The Bible is true because the Bible says it’s true.” (Essentially the same 
thing as saying, “my brain is incredibly reliable because my brain says 
so.”  

d. For this post you do not need to search the internet for anything. Instead, I want 
you to create a meme that highlights one common place, in your view, where you 
often see these types of circular arguments… but do not use either of the 
examples above.  

 

7. “Hasty Generalizations” in Everyday Life 
a. A “hasty generalization” is just that. A quick overgeneralization used to make a 

point without facts to back it up. People do this all the time, especially with 
emotionally charged topics.  

b. These arguments use language that feels hyperbolic like “always,” “never,” 
“every,” “all,” etc.  

c. Examples: 
i. “Apple computers are always the most expensive computers you can 

buy” (they are expensive, but there are more expensive computers, it all 
depends on what you want the computer to do.) 

ii. If you travel to a new city and the first person you meet is rude, then you 
send a message back home stating that everyone in that city is rude.  

iii. “All older people are totally clueless when it comes to computers.”  
d. For this post you do not need to search the internet for anything. Instead, I want 

you to find an example of someone in your life using one of these statements to 
make a point.  

i. Post the “context” of the situation (ex: I was discussing mask wearing with 
my friends”) and then write the statement.  

ii. No real names or easily identifiable situations (we are not outing anyone). 
iii. Alternatively, come up with an example when YOU did this this week.  

 

8. “Red Herrings” in Politics  
a. A “red herring” is a distraction from the argument (usually involving emotion) that 

appears relevant, but isn’t.  
b. “Red herring” got its name from the “kippered herring” fish that was used to train 

hunting dogs. The fish had a really strong odor, so they were trying to train a dog 
to find something (like a rabbit or duck) they used the strong smelling herring to 
try and distract the dogs from the smell they were supposed to be following.  

c. Examples:  
i. Reporter: “Congressman, what do you say to those people in Afghanistan 

who were abandoned by the US government after we withdrew from 
Afghanistan?” Congressman: “I understand that some people would have 
liked to have seen that situation end differently, But it’s all about 
resources… That is why we need to be talking about whether the 
government has the cash flow to stay open for more than a month.”  
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1. Editor’s note: The Congressman didn’t answer the original 
questions at all, and instead, shifted the conversation to exactly 
what HE wanted to discuss.   

d. For this post, find ANY example of a “red herring” tactic used in a tweet, quote, or 
in the news. These types of arguments abound, especially amongst politicians.  

 

 

9. Convincing Yourself with “Suck Costs” Arguments 
a. In economics, a “sunk cost” is a resource (like money, time, or energy) that has 

been previously invested and now cannot be recovered in any way. For example; 
if you planed a trip to Brazil in the spring of 2020, the Covid-19 related 
shutdowns probably cancelled that trip. Your plane ticket, any luggage you 
purchased, the new bathing suit… are all sunk costs.  

b. A “sunken cost” argument occurs when someone includes non-recoverable past 
costs in their current decision-making process. You have first-hand experience 
with this… I’m sure of it.  

c. Examples:  
i. You spent $50 on a 5-class pass to a yoga studio. After the first class, 

you realized that you hated yoga. However, you went to 4 more classes, 
spending time doing something you dislike and spending time that you 
could have spent doing something you enjoyed, because you didn’t want 
to waste the money you spent on the classes.  

ii. You spend all morning writing an opinion paper for a class. After dinner, 
you realize the paper you wrote that morning isn’t very good, and you 
really don’t hold that opinion. Instead of starting over from scratch to write 
a better paper that you actually believe in, you toil away on the draft from 
the morning.  

d. For this post, provide an example of a “sunk cost” in your life.  
i. This does NOT need to be deep, dark, confession time. A mundane 

example will suffice. Don’t share anything you don’t want everyone to 
read.  

 

10. “Equivocation” 
a. “Equivocation” happens when someone deliberately uses a word, phrase, or 

sentence to confuse, deceive, or mislead another. Some people will call this a 
“play on words” but when it is done when making an argument, it’s designed to 
make the audience think you are saying something you are not.  

b. Examples: 
i. “My opponent’s political party wants to spend your tax dollars on big 

government programs. I want to spend those tax dollars on strategic 
federal investment in critical programs.” (Note: What government 
programs aren’t “big?”) 

ii. Mary: “So you are saying that if I loan you $100 this week that you will 
pay me back next Friday when your paycheck is deposited?” John: “If you 
loan me the money I’ll make sure you are compensated.” (Note: 
“Compensation” can be lots of different things and means different things 
to different people). 



11 
 

c. For this post, find an example of someone “equivocating.” It can be in the news, it 
can be from personal experience, it doesn’t matter. Just find an example and 
screen shot the quote or tweet, or describe the personal situation in which it 
occurred.  

 

11. Can You Control Your Heart Rate OR Why “Fake the Polygraph” Videos on 
YouTube are Crap (Choose one of the two assignments, but both are posted to the 
same discussion forum) 

a. Option 1 – Can You Control Your Heart Rate?  
i. Some of you may have a “heart rate monitor” available to you. This may 

be your Apple Watch, some other wearable device (like a Fitbit or 
Garmin) or an actual heart rate monitor.  

ii. I want you to sit down for ten minutes and let your device collect data on 
your heart rate (no standing, no cheating). Then I want you to try and 
lower your heart rate. There is some evidence to suggest that this can be 
reliably, and consistently, done (Like this guy, though his explanations 
may not be correct,: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NPt-pev2hI 

iii. Try it out and see if you can do it. However, in this class, we need 
PROOF. So, upload a screen shot of your heart rate graph to the 
discussion board.  

iv. If you succeeded, tell us whether you believe that you would be able to do 
this while being questioned during a polygraph.  

v. If you failed, show your graph with proof of your failure and tell us if you 
think you may be able to do so in the future with practice.  

b. Option 2 – Why “Fake the Polygraph” videos on YouTube are Crap 
i. There are hundreds of videos posted online about how to “beat” the 

polygraph. Pick one. Any one.  
ii. Watch it and the post the following things in the discussion board in a one 

page post: 
1. Link the video you chose to review so we know.  
2. How many people have viewed this video to date?  
3. Let us know who was making the video. Did they give a resume? 

Do they have any qualifications? Are their stated qualifications 
verifiable?  

4. Did they state why they made the video?  
5. Given what you know about the polygraph, do you think the advice 

given in the video would work? 
a. Would some suggestions work?  
b. Would some fail?  
c. Is there a nugget of truth to anything that was being said in 

the video? 

 

12. Reality TV Detective 
a. It’s not going out on a limb to state that reality television is popular. There is a lot 

of drama (natural or manufactured) for one’s eyes to feast upon. There is often 
scenarios in these shows in which two people are talking and then something 
happens. Some big reveal, or comment, or request. I want you to pick one 
episode of any reality television show and watch it for microexpressions.  
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b. This assignment involves you doing the following: 
i. Pick one reality television show to watch (no need to binge, just one 

episode). Competition shows like The Batchelor/Bachelorette, Survivor, 
etc. are probably the best for this assignment.  

ii. Watch the show for “that moment.” The moment when someone is trying 
to conceal their true intentions or opinion by either staying quiet or lying to 
another person.   

1. That moment when they say that they like another person, but 
their face is showing disgust/contempt. That moment when they 
say they are not surprised (or trying to conceal surprise) but their 
face shows it. Pick one of the microexpressions we covered in 
class and look for it.  

iii. Once you have seen that “moment” in the show, take a screen shot (or 
photo) to post to the discussion board.  

iv. List the following: 
1. The show 
2. The characters/people 
3. The situation 
4. The emotion they were trying to conceal 
5. Why you think their face is betraying them (why is the face they 

are making the expression you state that it is? Be specific… the 
shape of the eyebrows, mouth, eyelids, nose… whatever is 
applicable given the research) 

6. Did they pull it off? Did anyone notice?  

 

13.  Criminal Profiling: Mystique or Useful Practice?  
a. This is an actual discussion post, but does not require you to respond to you 

classmates. You only need answer the questions and post it online.  
b. It seems like the FBI’s Behavioral Analysis Unit has enjoyed more than its fair 

share of attention in popular culture through television shows, books, podcasts, 
etc. Now that you know what actually happens in the BAU, what do you think? 

c. Answer the following questions in a one page post.  
i. Is the practice of criminal profiling really all that different from regular 

detective work? If so, how?  
ii. Do you think criminal profiling is a useful tactic? Why or why not?  
iii. Did that BAU deserve the level of celebrity it enjoys because of the skill of 

the agents working there? OR… is the BAU famous because they get the 
most famous criminals (fame by association)? Is it some combination of 
these things?   

 

14. What is the Least Scientific?  
a. Over the course of the semester we have covered many topics. Now I want you 

to rank them in order of “most scientific” to “least scientific.” I will tally the results 
and post them for the class to see.  

b. The poll can be completed by pasting the following link in your browser: 
https://gmuchss.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_emn3Nh2JXlvNszA 
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Course Policies  
 

Late Assignments: Late work will be penalized at 5 percent per day. If an assignment is worth 
100 points, and is 5 days late, 25 points will be automatically deducted and grading will start at 
75. If there is a legitimate emergency, non-penalty extensions will be considered. 

Make-up Policy: Make-up exams will only be administered in special circumstances. Prior 
approval should be obtained if circumstances allow. Please let me know as soon as possible if 
you are unable to take an exam at the scheduled time. 

Extra-Credit Assignments: There will be no extra credit assignments in this course. Please 
prepare for the tests and complete discussion and participation assignments accordingly 

Instructor-Student Communication: I will respond to your emails within 48 hours. If I will be 
away from email for more than one day, I will post an announcement in the Blackboard course 
folder. Before sending an email, please check the following (available on your Blackboard 
course menu) unless the email is of a personal nature: 

1. Syllabus  
2. Ask Professor 
3. On-demand Blackboard videos on how to use Blackboard features, and Technical 

Requirements. 

Feel free to respond to other students in the Ask Professor forum if you know the answer. 

Technology. You will need a reliable computer and internet access to view course materials in 
Blackboard. You will need to video record your two role-plays and you can do that with a 
smartphone or other video camera, such as Kaltura CaptureSpace in Blackboard. 

Grading Scale  
 

A+ 97-100% 
A 93-97% 
A- 90-92% 
B+ 87-89% 
B 83-86% 
B- 80-82% 
C+ 77-79% 
C 73-76% 
C- 70-72% 
D 65-69% 
F Less than 65% 

 

University Policies and Resources 
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a. Academic Honesty: GMU seeks to foster a spirit of academic honesty and integrity. This 
is as important to your professional development as the knowledge you gain in your 
course work. Violations of academic integrity includes: cheating on exams or homework 
assignments (e.g. copying the work of others), passing off someone else's ideas as your 
own (plagiarism), and engaging in dishonesty of any kind with respect to your classroom 
participation and assignments. Failure to uphold these standards will result in immediate 
consequences (i.e. not a warning) commensurate with the violation, which may include a 
failing grade on the assignment and/or referral to the appropriate University resources. 
You are expected to be familiar with and abide by the University’s Honor Code. The 
Code can be found here.   

b. Plagiarism: Any work submitted by a student must represent original work produced by 
that student. Any source used by a student must be documented through normal 
scholarly references and citations. The extent to which any sources have been used 
must be apparent to the reader. Everything used from other sources - ideas from other's 
or actual language - must be cited. This policy includes the use of materials from the 
World Wide Web. With respect to plagiarism, it is always best to err on the side of 
caution. If you are caught plagiarizing material, the assignment will receive a failing 
grade and you will not have the opportunity to re-submit the assignment. Additionally, 
depending on the severity of the violation, you may be referred to the appropriate 
University resources. 

c. Students must follow the university policy for Responsible Use of Computing  
d. Student services:  The University provides range of services to help you succeed 

academically and you should make use of these if you think they could benefit you. I 
also invite you to speak to me (the earlier the better). 

e. Privacy and Communication: Student privacy is governed by the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). As a result, students must use their MasonLive email 
account to receive important information about this class, including any communication 
with the professor via digital communication. Please allow 24 hours (48 on weekends) 
for a response to email messages. Students are responsible for the content of university 
communications sent to their George Mason University email account and are required 
to activate their account and check it regularly. All communication from the university, 
college, school, and program will be sent to students solely through their Mason email 
account. 

f. The George Mason University Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) staff 
consists of professional counseling and clinical psychologists, social workers, and 
counselors who offer a wide range of services (e.g., individual and group counseling, 
workshops and outreach programs) to enhance students’ personal experience and 
academic performance.   Counseling Center: Student Union I, Room 364, 703-993-2380.  

g. Students with disabilities who seek accommodations in a course must be registered with 
the George Mason University Office of Disability Services (ODS). If you have a 
documented learning disability or other condition that may affect academic performance 
you should: 1) make sure this documentation is on file with the Office of Disability 
Services (SUB I, Room 4205; 703-993-2474) to determine the accommodations you 
need; and 2) talk with me by the second week of class to discuss your accommodation 
needs. Accommodation scan only be made in cases in which proper documentation has 
been provided through the Office of Disability Services. 

h. Students must follow the university policy stating that all sound emitting devices shall be 
turned off during class unless otherwise authorized by the instructor. 

i. The George Mason University Writing Center staff provides a variety of resources and 
services (e.g., tutoring, workshops, writing guides, handbooks) intended to support 
students as they work to construct and share knowledge through writing. University 
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Writing Center:  Robinson Hall Room A114, 703-993-1200.  The writing center includes 
assistance for students for whom English is a second language. 

j. Diversity: An emphasis on diversity and inclusion is essential to achieve our goals as a 
campus community. Diversity is broadly defined to include such characteristics as, but 
not limited to, race, ethnicity, gender, religion, age, disability, and sexual orientation. 
Diversity also entails different viewpoints, philosophies, and perspectives. Attention to 
these aspects of diversity will help promote a culture of inclusion and belonging, and an 
environment where diverse opinions, backgrounds, and practices have to opportunity to 
be heard and respected. This commitment to diversity is included in all University 
settings. GMU promotes continuous monitoring and self-assessment with respect to 
diversity and seeks to incorporate diversity and inclusion within the philosophies and 
actions of the individual, group, and organization to make improvements as needed. If 
you feel, in any way, that any aspect of your personal characteristics, viewpoints, or 
perspectives are not being respect, please talk to me. I will listen. 


