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Have you ever wondered why the world is the way it is?  If so, this class is for you.  We will 

consider the interconnections and changes in human society and civilization around the world 

in the modern era.  We will delve into humanity’s competing desires for stability and 

freedom, our changing concept of human rights, the development of a variety of cultures, 

changing technology, warfare, how we face catastrophe, relations between different peoples, 

and our shifting concepts of ethics and deity.  By studying World History, you will be 

introduced to the richness of the human experience, and find much that is different and much 

that connects people in a wide variety of times and places.  We will examine the triumphs, 

interactions, and failures of societies around the world from 1400 AD until the present.   

 

Student Learning Objectives  

The student should be able to: (1) compare the development of government systems, (2) list 

causes and impact of societal conflicts and revolutions, (3) evaluate the causes and effects of 

imperialism, (4) summarize causes and effects of conflicts in the 20th century, (5) compare 

and contrast issues of the Post Modern Era, (6) analyze sources used in historical research, (7) 

understand globalization, and (8) evaluate paradigms of World History.   

 

Course Materials  
Bonnie G. Smith, Marc Van De Mieroop, Richard von Glahn and Kris Lane, World in the 

Making: A Global History vol. 2 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2019).   

 

This course will make occasional use of Google Expeditions, so students will need access to a 

smartphone with the Expeditions application.   

 

Other materials as assigned via Blackboard.   

 

 

Graded Assignments  

LP Harley once wrote that “the past is a foreign country.  They do things differently there.”  

Just like going abroad, we will need to learn the language, customs, and values of the past 

before we can truly appreciate it.  To this end, the World Civilizations class will heavily 

emphasize collaborative learning, class discussion, primary source analysis, virtual reality 

tours of historical sites, and educational games and debates.  Your prepared, active attendance 

is vital for you and your classmates.  Read the textbook BEFORE class, so that you will be 

informed and able to contribute.   

 

Your grade will be based off of the following:  

Primary Source Analysis Journal: You will be given primary source readings and a list of 

questions at least once a week via Blackboard.  These questions will relate to the reading and 

broader historical topics of the week.  I will check your analysis weekly. 20% of grade.   
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Quizzes: Pop quizzes on lectures and reading.  These can cover key terms, major events 

covered in the textbook, previous class discussions, assigned primary sources, etc.  Will be 

given at the start of class and cannot be made up.  This is also how I will grade attendance.  

Lowest grade will be dropped.  25% of grade.   

Final Exam: Handwritten exam covering material and themes from the entire class.  

Combination of key terms, short answers, and essay questions.  25% of grade.   

 

Holocaust Memoir Paper:  Watch a Holocaust Survivor talk from the United States 

Holocaust Memorial Museum’s First Person series 

(https://www.youtube.com/c/holocaustmuseum/playlists).  Then, using resources like Yad 

Vashem and the United States Holocaust Museum Memorial, write a 1000-1200-word 

research paper.  You will need to describe the survivor, where they lived, what they went 

through, and compare it to other Holocaust experiences.  You will find out more about the 

ghettos, prisons, and camps described by the survivor.  This paper requires footnotes, in the 

Chicago format.  This assignment is due Week 12 (10 November) and must be turned in 

through Blackboard.  I will post additional instructions and an example on Blackboard.  25% 

of grade.   

 

Any grade review must be initiated with the faculty member, division chair, or assistant dean 

within thirty days of the end of the grading period in which the grade was reported. 

 

Writing Requirements   
While this is not an English class, History requires clear, coherent, and professional writing.  Your 

writing will be evaluated for consistency, style and argument.  You should present clear analysis of 

primary and secondary sources, and relate them to your thesis.  You should demonstrate understanding 

of your sources and how they related to broader context.  Your writing should be free of grammatical 

errors and should be in 12 point, double spaced font.   

In addition, as a historian, you should use Chicago-style footnotes in your papers and exams.  Any 

piece of factual information you reference or analysis that Is not your work should be cited.  This will 

help you avoid plagiarism and is professionally necessary - give other scholars and authors credit.  

Footnotes are not necessary for weekly discussion boards, though you should make it clear what 

documents and authors you are referring to.   

Please contact the professor if you have questions about style, citations, or other writing questions.   

 

Office Hours 
Please feel free to schedule a meeting with me to discuss any concerns, questions, or other 

conundrums. I’m happy to discuss the course, writing, history, or academic work more generally. 

 

Digital Communication 
I will communicate with you using your Mason email address. Please check it regularly.  
 

Submissions and Extensions 
Late submissions will be penalized 10% per day.  You may request short-term extensions on 

assignments up to 24 hours before the due date, which I will evaluate on a case-by-case basis. Please 

stay in touch with me if you have any concerns about meeting deadlines—I understand that everyone's 

lives are in a state of upheaval due to COVID-19. If you think you will need an extension, please 

contact me before the deadline. 
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Special Needs 
Students with disabilities or other special needs will receive all appropriate accommodations. Please 

email me if you require any such accommodation.  

In addition, I understand that all of us have been through a great deal of stress and disruption thanks to 

COVID-19, policing in the United States, politics in general, climate change, and so much else.  Also, 

we are a diverse class with a variety of responsibilities outside of school.  If you are struggling with 

course work, or in general, please contact me so I can adjust course expectations and help you find 

assistance as appropriate.   

 

Diversity + Inclusion 
This course strives to promote a culture of inclusion and belonging where diverse opinions, 

backgrounds, and practices have the opportunity to be voiced, heard, and respected, consistent with 

Mason’s Diversity Statement. I will use whatever name and pronoun/s by which you wish to be 

addressed.  

 

Title IX 
Notice of mandatory reporting of sexual assault, interpersonal violence, and stalking: As a 

faculty member, I am designated as a “Responsible Employee,” and must report all disclosures of 

sexual assault, interpersonal violence, and stalking to Mason’s Title IX Coordinator per University 

Policy 1202. If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, please contact one of Mason’s 

confidential resources, such as Student Support and Advocacy Center (SSAC) at 703-380-1434 or 

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) at 703-993-2380. You may also seek assistance from 

Mason’s Title IX Coordinator by calling 703-993-8730, or emailing titleix@gmu.edu.  

 

Honor Code 
All students are responsible for understanding and complying with the George Mason Honor Code. 

Please note, this includes plagiarism.  Plagiarism can result in a failing grade for the course.  If you are 

unsure of what plagiarism is, please contact me.  For additional details and components of the Honor 

Code, see https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/  

 

 

Course Schedule and Reading Assignments  
 

Week 1 (23-27 August): The World Before 1492   

Assigned Readings: World in the Making, Chapters 14-15.   

 

Week 2 (30 August – 3 September): Contact and the Atlantic World      

Assigned Readings: World in the Making, Chapters 16-17.     

 

Week 3 (8 – 10 September): Global Connections in the Early Modern Period     

Assigned Readings: World in the Making, Chapter 18.   

  

Week 4 (13 – 17 September): Early Modern States in Europe, the Middle East and Africa    

Assigned Readings: World in the Making, Chapter 19. 

  

Week 5 (20 – 24 September): Early Modern States in Asia and the Americas    

Assigned Readings: World in the Making, Chapters 20-21.   
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Week 6 (27 September – 1 October): The Age of Revolutions (1775-1830)      

Assigned Readings: World in the Making, Chapter 22.   

 

Week 7 (4 – 8 October): The Industrial Revolution      

Assigned Readings: World in the Making, Chapter 23. 

 

Week 8 (12 – 15 October): Society and Science in the Age of Industrialization   

Assigned Readings: Primary Sources TBA. 

 

Week 9 (18 – 21 October): High Imperialism     

Assigned Readings: World in the Making, Chapter 24. 

   

Week 10 (25 – 29 October): World War I     

Assigned Readings: World in the Making, Chapter 25. 

 

Week 11 (1 – 5 November): The Interwar Era  

 Assigned Readings: World in the Making, Chapter 26. 

 

Week 12 (8 – 12 November): World War II  

 Assigned Readings: Holocaust paper and readings, TBA.   

 

Week 13 (15 – 19 November): The Cold War  

 Assigned Readings: World in the Making, Chapter 27. 

 

Week 14 (22 November): More Cold War   

 Assigned Readings: Primary Sources TBA.   

 

Week 15 (29 November – 3 December): Postmodern Era  

 Assigned Readings: World in the Making, Chapter 28.   

 

Final Exam (TBA)  

 

 


