
ECON 365: Topics in Economic History

Fall 2021

Professor: Vincent Geloso Time: Thursdays 7:20PM to 10:00PM
Email: vgeloso@gmu.edu Place: NA.

Office Hours: Mondays 1:30PM to 3PM by appointment (zoom)

Main References:

• Matthias Blum and Christopher Colvin. An Economists Guide to Economic History , Palgrave McMil-
lan, 2018.

Objectives: The class is divided in two parts. The first half overviews economic theory and how it can
be applied to historical questions. In this half, we will review some core concepts from microeconomics
and macroeconomics. We will also introduce some additional concepts that were only briefly discussed in
those prerequisites classes. We will also introduce (or refresh if you have taken the econometrics courses)
some core concepts of statistical analysis. Finally, we will introduce some tools from public choice theory to
analyze institutions and how they shape economic development and outcomes.

The second half uses the tools learned in the first half by using topical approach to global economic
history. Set against the backdrop of the Great Divergence (i.e. why some countries grew wealthy fast while
others did not), this half will tackle different aspects of the broad outline of global economic history from the
early states of the Bronze and Iron ages to the British industrial revolution and the first wave of globalization
at the end of the 19th century. Our time horizon will be limited to pre-1914.

These two parts are meant to teach how economics can be used to analyze important historical events
(i.e. economics is not contained only to policy analysis and design today). Simultaneously, we will also learn
how history can teach us about the relevance/applicability of economic theories.

Communications: I will post the syllabus, lecture notes, non-book related readings, and announcements
to the class Blackboard page. Email is the best way to get in touch with me. You can either use my GMU
email: vgeloso@gmu.edu. Its your responsibility to check and make sure I am not going to your junk mail

Prerequisites: Principles of Microeconomics, Principles of Macroeconomics

Recommended: Intermediate Microeconomic Theory; Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory; Introduction
to Econometrics

Grading Policy: Midterm (25%, multiple choices), Article Review (30%), Final Take Home (35%), Par-
ticipation Grade (10%) (based on whether you read the papers and were present – mere presence will get
you 1/10).)

Important Dates:

Midterm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .October 7th 2021
Take home exam . . . . . . . . . Assigned on last day of class
Article review . . To be handed back on last day of class

Class rules:

• All the content will be synchronous and we will meet in person.
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• Cell phones and other communicative devices are not to be used during class. Please keep them stowed
away and out of sight. Laptops or tablets are permitted for the purpose of taking notes. Engaging
in activities not related to the course (e.g., gaming, email, chat, etc.) will result in a dramatically
reduced participation grade.

• The article review is a project that will ask you to read one of the article mentioned in table 2 and
write a (minimum) 1,500 words (no maximum) review of the book using what we discussed in class (I
will give more instructions on week 2). There will be three tasks assigned with that review: a) explain
simply the importance of the question asked by the authors; b) summarize the answer provided by the
authors; c) provide a critical comment about the questions and answers of the authors. You will not
be evaluated on whether I agree with your claim for task c). You will merely be evaluated on whether
you are able to formulate a cogent criticism based on the tools taught in the class. I will also offer
every student the chance to have their paper read and commented upon if they provide me with a
draft at least 7 days before the last class (the submission deadline).

• The midterm will be a multiple choice questions exam. There will be 19 questions.

• The final will be an essay question with guidelines that I will provide three weeks before I hand it out.

• My slides are lecture notes for you. I invite you to annotate from them. I will merely have supporting
slides when I show data.

• I will randomly pick students to explain the papers or chapters that had to be read that week. This
will go towards your participation grade.

• I will hand out ”Preparatory Questions” in each class folder that are meant to help guide you in
understanding the points of emphasis. The questions will be followed, once the class is done, with the
answers.

Academic Honesty and Code: It is expected that students adhere to the George Mason University
Honor Code as it relates to integrity regarding coursework and grades. The Honor Code reads as follows:
To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of the
George Mason University community and with the desire for greater academic and personal achievement,
we, the student members of the University Community have set forth this: Student members of the George
Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal and/or lie in matters related to academic
work.

More information about the Honor Code, including definitions of cheating, lying, and plagiarism, can be
found at the Office of Academic Integrity website at http://oai.gmu.edu

Disability Services: Disability Services at George Mason University is committed to upholding the letter
and spirit of the laws that ensure equal treatment of people with disabilities. Under the administration of
University Life, Disability Services implements and coordinates reasonable accommodations and disability-
related services that afford equal access to university programs and activities. Students can begin the
registration process with Disability Services at any time during their enrollment at George Mason University.
If you are seeking accommodations, please visit http://ds.gmu.edu/ for detailed information about the
Disability Services registration process. Disability Services is located in Student Union Building I (SUB I),
Suite 2500. Email:ods@gmu.edu — Phone: (703) 993-2474

Safe Return to Campus Statement: All students taking this course are required to follow the universitys
public health and safety precautions and procedures outlined on the university Safe Return to Campus
webpage (https://www2.gmu.edu/safe-return-campus). Similarly, all students in face-to-face and hybrid
courses must also complete the Mason COVID Health Check daily, seven days a week. The COVID Health
Check system uses a color code system and students will receive either a Green, Yellow, Red, or Blue email
response. Only students who receive a green notification are permitted to attend courses with a face-to-face
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component. If you suspect that you are sick or have been directed to self-isolate, please quarantine or get
testing. Faculty are allowed to ask you to show them that you have received a Green email and are thereby
permitted to be in class.

Students are required to follow Mason’s current policy about facemask-wearing. As of August 11, 2021,
all community members are required to wear a facemask in all indoor settings, including classrooms. An
appropriate facemask must cover your nose and mouth at all times in our classroom. If this policy changes,
you will be informed; however, students who prefer to wear masks either temporarily or consistently will
always be welcome in the classroom.

Campus Closure or Emergency Class Cancellation/Adjustment Policy: If the campus closes, or
if a class meeting needs to be canceled or adjusted due to weather or other concern, students should check
Blackboard for updates on how to continue learning and for information about any changes to events or
assignments.

Expected Classroom Behavior: A good learning environment is based upon respect for people regardless
of their differences. All class members are expected to engage with others with respect and generosity. Lack
of respect for classmates will result in penalties.
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Table 1: Course Outline:

Class 1 Introduction None

Theoretical Outlines

Class 2 What is Economic History Chapters 2 and 3

Class 3 Methods and Measures Chapters 43, 44, 45, 46 and specified readings

Class 4 Were People from the Past Irrational Morons? Specified readings in blackboard

Class 5 Governance, Institutions and Public Choice Theory Specified readings in blackboard

Topics

Class 6 Big Question Chapter 23

Class 7 Prehistory Chapter 29

Class 8 Greece, Rome and the Barbarians Specified articles in blackboard

Class 9 Industrial Revolution Chapters 17, 24, 31 and 32

Class 10 Famines, Health and Development Chapters 14, 16 and specified readings in blackboard

Class 11 Slavery (mostly US) Chapter 18 and specified readings in blackboard

Class 12 Inequality and Globalisation Chapter 9 and specified readings in blackboard

Class 13 State Capacity specified readings in blackboard

Class 14 (if we have time) Gender Specified readings in blackboard
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Articles for the article review assignment (pick one):

• Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, and James A. Robinson. The colonial origins of comparative
development: An empirical investigation. American economic review 91.5 (2001): 1369-1401.

• Geloso, Vincent, and Vadim Kufenko. ”Malthusian pressures: empirical evidence from a frontier
economy.” Journal of Population Research 32.3-4 (2015): 263-283.

• Nicollini Esteban. ”Was Malthus right? A VAR analysis of economic and demographic interactions in
pre-industrial England.” European Economic History Review 11.1 (2007).

• Grier, Robin. ”Colonial legacies and economic growth.” Public Choice 98.(3-4) (1999).

• Allen, R. C. (2001). The great divergence in European wages and prices from the Middle Ages to the
First World War. Explorations in economic history, 38(4), 411-447.

• Harris, B. (2004). Public health, nutrition, and the decline of mortality: The McKeown thesis revisited.
Social history of medicine, 17(3), 379-407.

• Acemoglu, D., Moscona, J., Robinson, J. A. (2016). State capacity and American technology: evidence
from the nineteenth century. American Economic Review, 106(5), 61-67.

• Geloso, V., Lindert, P. (2020). Relative costs of living, for richer and poorer, 1688-1914. Cliometrica,
1-26.

• Zimran, Ariell. Sample-selection bias and height trends in the nineteenth-century United States. The
Journal of Economic History 79.1 (2019): 99-138.

• Yasuba, Y. (1961). The profitability and viability of plantation slavery in the United States. The
Economic Studies Quarterly (Tokyo. 1950), 12(1), 60-67.

• Vedder, Richard K., and Lowell E. Gallaway. The profitability of antebellum manufacturing: Some
new estimates. Business History Review 54.1 (1980): 92-103.

• Palma, Nuno, and Jaime Reis. ”Can autocracy promote literacy? evidence from a cultural alignment
success story.” Journal of Economic Behavior Organization 186 (2021): 412-436.

• Ogilvie, Sheilagh. The economic world of the Bohemian serf: economic concepts, preferences, and
constraints on the estate of Friedland, 1583-1692. Economic history review (2001): 430-453.

• McDevitt, Catherine L., James R. Irwin, and Kris Inwood. Gender pay gap, productivity gap and
discrimination in Canadian clothing manufacturing in 1870. Eastern Economic Journal 35.1 (2009):
24-36.

• Scott, Peter. The anatomy of Britain’s interwar superrich: reconstructing the 1928/9 millionairepop-
ulation. The Economic History Review 74.3 (2021): 639-665.

• Clark, G., Huberman, M., Lindert, P. H. (1995). A British food puzzle, 1770-1850. The Economic
History Review, 48(2), 215-237.

• Ippolito, R. A. (1975). The Effect of the” Agricultural Depression” on Industrial Demand in England:
1730-1750. Economica, 42(167), 298-312.

• Saito, K. (2019). Lighthouse provision in premodern Japan. Economic Inquiry, 57(3), 1582-1596.

• de Zwart, P. (2021). Inequality in late colonial Indonesia: new evidence on regional differences.
Cliometrica, 1-37.
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