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PSYC 376-001  Brain and Behavior Fall 2021

Wed. 7:20-10:00 PM 
Blue Ridge Hall 129 

Instructor 
Erin Doherty 

Email 
edohert2@gmu.edu 

Office Hours 
Email for appt. 

Grading Scale 

A+ 97-100%  
A 93-96%  
A- 90-92%  
B+ 87-89%  
B 83-86%  
B- 80-82%  
C+ 77-79%  
C 73-76%  
C- 70-72%  
D 65-69%  
F 64% & under 

Important Dates 

Last day to add:  
August 30 

Last day to drop:  
Sept 7 (100% refund) 

Selective withdrawal:  
Sept 15 - Sept 27 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
This is the second half of a two-part course on the relationship between 
the nervous system, cognition, and behavior. In the first half (PSYC 372 
or 375), you learned about neurons and neuronal function, basic brain 
anatomy, and the sensory systems (auditory, visual, somatosensory and 
chemical). In this course, you will learn about the neurobiological bases 
of selected behaviors and cognitive processes. Students will (1) further 
their understanding of the fundamental principles and theories of 
neuroscience and the neural underpinnings of the behavior; (2) 
approach topics in the field critically by learning how researchers 
develop and test hypotheses; (3) apply in-class concepts to everyday 
situations.  

TEXTBOOK - AVAILABLE ON BLACKBOARD  
Bear, M. F. (2015). Neuroscience: Exploring the Brain (4th ed.).  

COURSE COMPONENTS 
Lectures:  
You are encouraged to attend in-class meetings, where pertinent 
textbook material and current research findings will be discussed in a 
series of lectures. Lecture slides will become available on Blackboard 
after class, but keep in mind that posted slide content will not be a 
substitute for more in-depth explanations and details provided in class. 

Study Guides (6 x ~7% each = 40%):  
For every two chapters of material you learn, you will complete a study 
guide composed of fill-in-the blank, true/false, short answer, and/or 
multiple-choice questions. These guides are designed to help you 
review lecture content that you can expect to see on exams. Study 
guides will be submitted to Blackboard before the following class. See 
tentative course schedule (page 3) for projected due dates. 

Exams (3 x 20% each = 60%):  
There will be a total of three in-class exams consisting of multiple-
choice, fill-in-the blank, or short-answer questions. Each exam will cover 
four chapters of textbook/lecture material, as outlined in the course 
schedule. Any opportunities for make-up exams must be arranged with 
me before the projected exam dates shown in our course schedule.

mailto:edohert2@gmu.edu
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TECHNOLOGY 
Access to GMU student email and the myMason Portal for Blackboard are required to 
participate successfully in this course. Important information, such as the syllabus, slides, and 
assignments, will be posted and updated on our course Blackboard page. Grades will also be 
posted on Blackboard and you are expected to regularly check your grades and let me know of 
any problems before the semester is over.  

DEADLINES  
Any study guide submitted late will be docked 10% for each week following its due date.  
Make-up exams will only be permitted with medical or similar documentation. Students who 
provide written medical or similar documentation explaining an inability to complete course 
requirements for an extended period of time may be allowed to make up certain types and 
amounts of coursework. Please e-mail me as soon as possible. Students are responsible for 
checking the GMU Academic Calendar and making sure they are available to complete 
coursework throughout the entire semester. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
If you are a student with a documented disability and need academic accommodations, please 
speak with me as soon as possible, and contact Disability Services (709-993-2474; 
ods@gmu.edu). All academic accommodations must be arranged through this office.  
For assistance with any kind of psychological/life problem or crisis situation, students are 
encouraged to contact Counseling & Psychological Services (703-993-2380; caps.gmu.edu).  
I can help with referrals for students with particular counseling needs.  

HONOR CODE 
Students in this course are expected to behave at all times in a manner consistent with the 
GMU Honor System and Code. If you are using someone else’s work as a source, you must cite 
it. Violations of the Honor Code will not be tolerated in this course and will be immediately 
reported according to GMU procedures. The instructor reserves the right to determine the 
extent to which the work is the student’s, or to enter a failing grade to any student found guilty 
of an honor code violation. You may view the current Honor Code here:  
https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/  

DIVERSITY  
In our classroom, it is important to have an inclusive learning experience. As with the Mason 
Diversity Statement, “diversity is broadly defined to include such characteristics as, but not 
limited to, race, ethnicity, gender, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation,” and economic 
status. Being thoughtful and respectful of people’s opinions and backgrounds will help 
stimulate your environment and learning experience.  

https://mymasonportal.gmu.edu/
mailto:ods@gmu.edu
http://caps.gmu.edu
https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

DATE TOPIC CHAPTER DEADLINES

8/25 Course Introduction / Spinal Control of Movement 13

9/1 Brain Control of Movement 14 Study Guide 1 due 
by 9/7 @ 9 PM

9/8 Chemical Control of the Brain and Behavior 15

9/15 Motivated Behaviors 16

9/22 No Class (Study for Exam 1) - Study Guide 2 due  
by 9/28 @ 9 PM

9/29 Exam 1 13-16

10/6 Sex and the Brain 17

10/13 Brain Mechanisms of Emotion 18 Study Guide 3 due  
by 10/19 @ 9 PM

10/20 Brain Rhythms and Sleep 19

10/27 Language 20 Study Guide 4 due  
by 11/2 @ 9 PM

11/3 Exam 2 17-20

11/10 The Resting Brain, Attention, and Consciousness 21

11/17 Psychopathology 22 Study Guide 5 due  
by 11/16 @ 9 PM

11/24 No Class (Thanksgiving Break) -

12/1 Learning and Memory Systems 24-25 Study Guide 6 due  
by 12/7 @ 9 PM

12/8 Exam 3 (Final Exam Schedule) 21-22, 24-25

Note: You are responsible for knowing about all announcements and any syllabus 
modifications made via Blackboard and/or email. Please contact me right away if you have 
any questions/concerns about attending or submitting assignments for the dates shown.
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