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PSYC 313 – Child Development 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:30-2:45pm, Krug Hall 204 

 
 
Instructor: Sabine Doebel, Ph.D.  
Email: sdoebel@gmu.edu  
Office Hours: by appointment 
Note: I aim to respond to emails within 24 hours, but please allow more time for a response on 
weekends/holidays.   
 
What is this course about? 
 
Every single one of us was once an embryo, a newborn, an infant, a toddler, a young child, a 
middle schooler, an adolescent, and, finally, an adult. How did we develop into the people we 
are today? How different are children from us? Are children basically the same across cultures 
or are there important differences? Can learning about development tell us about the nature of 
our minds or the right way to parent or educate children? We will consider these questions and 
more as we journey through the science of child development, from conception to adolescence. 
Along the way, we’ll learn about theories, methods, and empirical findings that will help us 
make sense of various aspects of typical development, including learning to perceive, walk, talk, 
think, feel, relate to others, and more. This course should help you better understand and 
relate to children (as a teacher, parent, etc.) and better evaluate claims about them.  
 
What will I learn in this class? 
 
At the end of this class, you should be able to: 
 

1. Describe and apply key themes, concepts, methods, and theories in the study of 
child development; 

2. Understand what typical infants, toddlers, preschoolers, tweens and teens are 
capable of; 

3. Understand strengths/limitations of different common methods used to draw 
conclusions about development; 

4. Reflect on cultural differences and similarities in child development and what they 
tell us about the nature of development; 

5. Evaluate research and popular articles related to child development.  
 
What text do I need for this class?  
Siegler, R., Saffran, J., Gershoff, E., & Eisenberg, N. How Children Develop. Sixth edition.  
 
If you would prefer to use the 5th edition of this text this is fine, but please note that the 
content and recommended page #s may not line up exactly. (Earlier editions are not 
recommended.) 
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What is the course website? 
We will use two sites, Blackboard and Perusall. I promise that this will be worthwhile and 
straightforward. We will only use Blackboard for quizzes, submitting the writing assignment, 
and course announcements. On Perusall, you will find weekly activities, lecture slides, and 
videos related to different topics. Perusall can be accessed through Blackboard under “course 
content”. Perusall is extremely easy to use and fun because it is designed to facilitate social 
interaction during the learning process. I will walk you through it and the first two activities will 
be very simple to help you get accustomed to using the platform.  
 
Where can I find course announcements? 
Course announcements will be made on Blackboard and will be sent to your gmu email 
account. Please check your gmu account regularly to ensure that you are receiving messages 
about the class. 
 
How do I ask a question of the professor? 
You can easily ask me (or your classmates) questions about the readings or lectures in Perusall. 
Make sure to always use ‘@’ to tag your intended audience otherwise they may miss your post, 
given the volume of posts and other messages. Other questions concerning your grade and 
participation, accommodations, and things of that nature should be sent from your gmu 
address to my gmu address. 
 
How do I log into the course to access course content and complete in-class activities? 
To get to the Perusall site, you need to log in to the course on Blackboard and go to ‘course 
content’ and find the link to Perusall. There you will find weekly content and activities.  
 
What will my final grade be based on?   
 
Weekly quizzes (30% of grade) 
Weekly graded quizzes comprised of 8 items will be completed online via Blackboard, due each 
Sunday 11:59pm EST. You will have one hour to complete the quiz once you start. Your lowest 
quiz grade will be automatically dropped. Therefore, each quiz will be worth just over 2% of 
your final grade (30% ÷ 13 = 2.31%). These quizzes are based on the content covered that week 
and will include all material in lecture, assigned readings, activities (blog posts, NPR articles, 
TED talks). Quizzes are open book. Questions will ask you to apply what you have learned. I will 
use something called ‘item analysis’ to ensure that quiz items are good/reliable. Occasionally, 
there may be an item that is poorly worded, in which case I will award all students the point for 
the problematic item.   
 
Weekly activities on Perusall (40% of grade)  
Each week you will complete a short activity, typically involving a reading or video, on Perusall 
(under ‘Assignments’). These are due each week by 11:59pm EST the evening before the second 
class meeting scheduled for that week (see our schedule below). This will allow us to discuss in 
class. Each activity will essentially require making two short posts (at least one that is in 
response to a classmate). These will be completed in randomly assigned groups (you will only 
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see your group’s posts). You need to log in to Perusall to see what these activities are. These 
are designed to help you engage with the material, learn from peers, and prepare for in-class 
discussions. Please give yourself time to complete them and don’t wait for posts from your 
group members to get started. You will have opportunities to comment on what your peers 
post, to respond to their questions, and to receive responses to your posts. You can also upvote 
helpful or interesting posts!  I will aim to jump in only occasionally to answer questions as 
needed and upvote what I think are helpful posts. These are low-stakes activities, graded on a 
pass/fail scale (0 or 1), with credit given for completing the activity, although ‘0’ may be given if 
it can be seen that very little effort was made. The more meaningful your engagement, the 
more you and your peers will learn. Please also note that the content from these activities will 
be on the quizzes and final exam.  
 
Written assignment (10%) 
This short assignment will be due via Perusall later in the course (see course schedule on p. 6). 
Instructions will be posted on Perusall well in advance of the deadline, but not too early, as I 
would like you to get some of the course content under your belt before attempting the 
assignment. 
 
Final exam (20%) 
Will consist of 40 questions, a mix of multiple choice, true/false, and fill-in-the-blank that cover 
content from the whole semester. The exam is scheduled for December 14 from 1:30 to 
4:15pm in our usual classroom. Any changes to this plan will be communicated as early as 
possible via your official gmu email address and during class. I will provide a brief study guide. 
The exam will emphasize what was covered in class, in the text, and in our activities on Perusall.  
 
How do I calculate my own grade?  
Your points for activities will be shown in Perusall and your points for quizzes will be shown on 
Blackboard. Below is a table that will help you understand each assessment is weighted in your 
final grade, and with this information you should be able to calculate your own grade.  
 

Assessment Points per week Max points per 
term (14 weeks) 

Percent of 
grade 

How to scale in 
calculating grade:  

Quizzes 8 104 (does not 
include quiz with 
lowest score) 

30% (your earned points 
÷	104) x .30 

Activities 1 15 (2 in first 
week) 

40% (your earned points 
÷ 15) x .40 

Written 
assignment 

 10 10% (your earned points 
÷ 	10) x .10 

Exam -- 40 20% (your earned points 
÷	40) x .20 

Total -- -- 100% Sum the above 
results. 
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General Class Policies 
 
Inclusivity 
Everyone is welcome in my class. I value individuals and their differences including but not 
limited to race, ethnicity, gender expression and identity, sex, sexual orientation, national 
origin, economic status, first language, religion, values, political orientation, age, and disability. 
Discrimination of any kind will not be endorsed or tolerated. I will conduct the course in a way 
that acknowledges and embraces diverse experiences and perspectives.  
 
Gender identity and pronoun use 
Please feel free to share your name and gender pronouns with me and how best to address you 
in class and via email. I use she/her and you can address me as “Prof. Doebel” or “Prof” for 
short!  
 
Interacting with peers and with the professor in an online environment 
In commenting, asking questions, or replying to your classmates or the professor, please always 
strive to be respectful and courteous. Remember that it is easy to misinterpret tone online 
because of the lack of facial and other cues to a person’s intentions.  
 
Email policy 
As noted, I try to respond to messages within 24 hours during the week. Please allow a longer 
timeframe for messages sent on or just before weekends and holidays. You are also encouraged 
to post some of your questions on Perusall so that peers may be able to help and benefit from 
responses. If a question requires a response that is longer than a couple of sentences, I may ask 
you to meet with me in person.  
 
Schedule 
The class schedule, topics, and textbook readings for each week is below. Topics may be added 
or removed. Major changes will be communicated to students in advance. In-class activities are 
not listed in the schedule because they are being developed as we go, based in part on what I 
find works well online and on class interests. 
 
Late Work 
Assignments submitted after the due date will not be graded or will be subject to penalty. 
Exceptions may be made under extraordinary circumstances and/or if the student 
communicates with me in advance. Weekly activities cannot be made up after the date, given 
that they are intended to facilitate weekly reading and learning with classmates. 
 
Grading  
Grades will be calculated as follows: > 93% = A, 90 – 92 = A-, 87 – 89 = B+, 83 – 86 = B, 80 – 82 = 
B-, 77 – 79 = C+, 73-76 = C, 70-72 = C-, 60 – 69 = D, < 60 = F 
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Class Cancellation Policy 
If class is cancelled, I will notify you by email/blackboard.  
 
The Honor Code 
Students in this course are expected to behave at all times in a manner consistent with the 
GMU Honor System and Code.  https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/ 
 
Accommodations 
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me 
and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474. All academic 
accommodations must be arranged through that office. 
 
Notice of mandatory reporting of sexual assault, interpersonal violence, and stalking.   
I am a designated a “Responsible Employee,” and must report all disclosures of sexual assault, 
interpersonal violence, and stalking to Mason’s Title IX Coordinator per University Policy 1412.  
If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, please contact one of Mason’s confidential 
resources, such as Student Support and Advocacy Center (703-993-2380).  You may seek 
assistance from Mason’s Title IX Coordinator by calling 703-993-8730. 
 
Official Communications via GMU Email 
Mason uses email to provide official information to students. Examples include 
communications from course instructors, notices from the library, notices about academic 
standing, financial aid information, class materials, assignments, questions, and instructor 
feedback. Students are responsible for the content of university communication sent to their 
Mason e-mail account and are required to activate that account and check it regularly. 
 
Deadlines for adding and dropping this class 
See the academic calendar: https://registrar.gmu.edu/calendars/ 
 
Information about Student Privacy and Student Rights under FERPA 
http://registrar.gmu.edu/ferpa/ 
 
Student Services 

• Distance Education Services, University Libraries (http://library.gmu.edu/distance ) 
• Writing Center (http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/ ) 
• Counseling and Psychological Services (http://caps.gmu.edu/ )  
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Schedule and Readings  **Weekly quizzes are due each week on Sunday at 11:59pm EST** 

 
 
Dates: 

 
 
Topics to be Covered: 

Perusall activity (find on 
Perusall under 
‘Assignments’; due 
before the indicated class 
meeting) 

 
 
 
Textbook: 

Aug 24  • Introduction 
• How to use Perusall 
• Syllabus highlights 
• Why study child 

development?  
• Truths about child 

development 
•  

 • Ch. 1 pages: 1-4, 10-
22, 24,  

• Ecological model on p. 
337 

Aug 26 • How do we study child 
development scientifically?  

• Correlation and causation 
• Research designs 

• Perusall rubric  
• Syllabus 
(due Sunday Aug 29) 

• Ch. 1, 29-30, 30-34 
 

Aug 31 • Theories: Piaget  • Ch. 4, section on 
Piaget (not EF or core 
knowledge) 

Sept 2 • Theories: Vygotsky • Barbara Rogoff TED 
talk 

• Ch. 4, section on 
Vygotsky 

Sept 7  Prenatal (before birth):  
• Brain and physical 

development 
• Teratogens and other 

hazards 

 • Ch. 2 (not boxes) 

Sept 9 • Prenatal experience/learning 
• Newborn period 

• NPR article on infant 
sleep and risks 

• Ch. 2 (not boxes) 

Sept 14  Genetic contributions to 
development: 
• Nature and nurture 
• Behavior genetics methods 
• 3 types of gene-environment 

correlation 

 • Ch.3 (up to p. 95) 

Sept 16 • Genetic contributions to 
development cont’d 

• Segments from guest 
lecture by J. Wertz  

• Ch.3 (up to p. 95) 

Sept 21  Infant to toddler, 0-2y:  
• Brain development 
• Perceptual development 

 • Ch. 3 (95-113) 
• Ch. 5 (sections on 

perception) 
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Sept 23 • Scale errors 
• Motor development 

• Article on fussy eating • Ch. 5 (sections on 
action/motor dev) 

Sept 28   Infant to toddler, 0-2y:  
• Memory development: 

searching, a not b 
• Early language development 

 • Ch.4 (sections on A-
not-B and core 
knowledge  

• Ch. 6, 197-226 
Sept 30 • Core knowledge (number, 

physics, morality) 
 

• 60 Minutes segment: 
“moral babies” with 
Paul Bloom and Karen 
Wynn 

• Ch. 5 (object 
knowledge) 

• Ch. 7 (moral 
knowledge in infants) 

Oct 5  Infant to toddler, 0-2y:  
• Temperament 
• Attachment 

•  • Ch. 10, 373-378 
• Ch. 11, p. 391-396 

Oct 7 • Prosociality  
• Emergence of self 
•  

• Scientific American 
article on the mirror 
test 

• Ch. 14., p. 502-509 
• Ch. 11, 402-403 

Oct 12 • NO CLASS   
Oct 14 Early childhood 3-5y:  

• Executive function 
• Infantile amnesia 

• Earliest memory 
activity  

• Ch. 4 (executive 
function) 

Oct 19  • Preoperational thought 
• Animism and living things 

 • Ch. 4 (section on 
Piaget) 

• Ch. 6, 197-226 
Oct 21 • Theory of mind (desire task, 

false belief task) 
• Kang Lee TED talk • Ch. 7 (sections on 

living things theory of 
mind, lying/deception) 

Oct 26  • Emotion understanding and 
regulation 

• Delay of gratification 

 • Ch. 10, 353-370 
 

•  
Oct 28 • Family and parenting style  

• Coercive cycles 
• NPR article: How Inuit 

parents teach children 
to control their anger 

• Ch. 12, 425-439 
• Ch. 14 p. 517 

 
Nov 2  • Play and pretense 

• Preschool 
 • Ch. 7 (sections on play 

and pretend) 
Nov 4 • Imagination and imaginary 

companions 
• Social learning, imitation, and 

over-imitation (incl. bobo 
doll experiment) 

• Science Friday 
segment on Imaginary 
companions 

• Ch. 7, p. 251 
• Ch. 5, p. 187-189 
• p. 326-327 

 

Nov 9  • Gender identity 
• Gender concepts 
• Roles of nature and nurture 

 • Ch. 15 
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Nov 11 • Self and social comparison 
• Moral development 

• Observer summary of 
research on children’s 
moral reasoning about 
animals 

• Ch. 11, p. 404-408 
• Ch. 16 (only section on 

moral judgment) 

Nov 16  • Peers 
• Bullying, relational 

aggression 

 • Ch. 13  

Nov 18 • Resilience • Bully/victim 
intervention activity 

• Written assignment 
due end of week 
(submit via 
Blackboard), Nov 21 
11:59 EST. 

• Ch. 2 pp. 72-73 
 

Nov 25  • Identity  
• Logical development (formal 

operations) 

  
 

• Ch. 11, 413-419 
• Chap 4, section on 

Piaget 
Nov 30 • Delay discounting/sensation 

seeking  
• Risk and reward and peers; 

delinquency 

• The Conversation 
article re: teen brain 
myth 

 

Dec 2 • Review! J   
 
 


