
Dr. T. McCord; FALL 2021 

History 389, 003, Founding Fathers and Mothers in Revolutionary Virginia 

TR 3:00 PM, Krug Hall 147 

 

TEXTS 

Emery Evans, “The Rise and Decline of the Virginia Aristocracy in the Eighteenth  

                       Century” 

Philip Hamilton, The Making and Unmaking of a Revolutionary Family: the Tuckers 

                          Of Virginia, 1752-1830 

 

CLASSROOM TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS 

 

DAY: 

 

Aug. 24. Introduction and Page family background; last add day 30th    

         31  John Page the Immigrant 1627-92                                                           

Sept.  7.  Other 17th and early 18th century Pages; last drop day 100% refund 

        14.  John Page of Rosewell’s (1743-1808) intellectual development; last drop 50%   

        21.  Public life and plantation challenges, 1765-74 

        28.   Page’s “Whiggish principles”and reaction to British authority 

Oct.   5.   Exam 1, Midterm; early Revolution 1774-1777 

.       12.   No Class 12th; later Revolution, 1778-81 

        19.   Evans  Quiz; post-war issues; boundary survey & family trouble 1782-88        

        26.  Church issues, 1779-1790.   

Nov.  2.  Supporting the Constitution and election to Congress, 1784-88 

          9.  Congress and the rise of Jeffersonian republicans, 1789-1800 

   16.  Financial decline and Slavery 1782-1800.  Hamilton Quiz 

        23. Governorship and last years, 1801-08. Thanksgiving 24-28 

        30. Family into the 20th century 

Dec. 6-7 Reading days 

         9    Final exam 3:00 PM 

 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

By the middle of the seventeenth century, certain Virginia families had established 

themselves so firmly that their political, social, and economic supremacy went 

unchallenged for 125 years.  Whether they had fled the regicide of Cromwell’s England, 

or had merely sought economic opportunity, these people transplanted an English gentry 

society around Jamestown that spread throughout the Tidewater region and extended 

westward along the mighty rivers and eventually into the Piedmont and Shenandoah 

Valley.  The American Revolution had a significant impact upon these leading families of 

Virginia.  Outwardly, these families continued to dominate politically and socially after 

the war, but fundamental changes had occurred that altered their personal prospects for 

economic advancement, that changed the relationships within their families, and that 

threatened their status as members of the planter elite.  The focus of the course will be 



upon the experiences of three interconnected families—the Pages, the Nelsons, and the 

Tuckers.  Specific readings on the Tuckers and Nelsons are assigned, but the lectures will 

concentrate upon the Pages, a leading family from the seventeenth century that continued 

to play a role into the twentieth century.  The issues to be addressed include the way these 

families attained their status, their views toward politics and society, their economic and 

financial challenges, and generally, how they coped with the experiment in republican 

government. How they reconciled the enslavement of African immigrants also is a central 

consideration.  Greatest attention will be upon John Page of Rosewell, an intellectual 

whose education, wealth, and political posts made him one of the outstanding transitional 

figures between Britain’s colonial monarchy and Virginia’s revolutionary republican 

government. 

 

COURSE REGULATIONS 

 

Examinations (60%) 

There will be a mid-term exam and a final exam, each worth 30% of your grade.  Exams 

will be mainly essay.  There are no make-up exams without a medical doctor’s written 

excuse, or, without prior notification of the instructor. 

 

Quizzes (20%) 

You will be quizzed on each of the two reading assignments.  They will be averaged 

together to determine your quiz grade. 

 

Class Participation (20%) 

Attendance is vital to class participation because lectures will cover material not found in 

the reading assignments.  According to the university catalogue, “students are expected to 

attend the class periods of the course for which they register.  In-class participation is 

important to the individual student and to the class as a whole.  Because class 

participation may be a factor in grading, instructors may use absence, tardiness, or early 

departure as de facto evidence of non-participation.”  Therefore, for every two unexcused 

absences, there will be a full grade drop in participation.  Also, any combination of four 

unexcused tardies or early departures will result in a full grade drop. 

 

Computer Skills 

Although computer skills are not vital in this class, an ability to use the computer for 

word processing and for e-mail is helpful. 

 

Honor Code 

This code applies to all examinations.  This means that you may neither give nor receive 

information during an exam. 

Office Hours: TR 10:45-11:40 and by appointment. 3210 Horizon Hall 

Telephone: (department) 703.993.1250; (home) 703-988-9535 

E-mail: tmccord@gmu.edu 



 

 

 

 

   


