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Fall 2021 

HIST 389: 9/11 
MW 3-4:15 PM Online (Zoom) 

 
 

DR. LAIR 
E-mail: mLair@gmu.edu 

Office Hours: online by appointment  

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This synchronous online course coincides with the 20th anniversary of the September 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks on New York City, Washington, DC, and the nation as a whole. The course will 
address the event itself, from local, national, and international perspectives, as well as its 
historical antecedents, aftermaths, and legacies, including the history of 9/11 commemorations 
and the attacks' representation in popular culture. Topics addressed will include US foreign 
relations in the Middle East, the rise of the Al-Qaeda network, the Patriot Act and other security 
initiatives, the Global War on Terror, anti-Muslim sentiment in the US, 9/11 conspiracies and 
hoaxes, material culture related to 9/11, collective remembrance, collective trauma, and the 
commemoration of national tragedy through film and material culture.  
 
The course will combine readings, lecture, films, discussions, and research. Students will do a 
modest amount of reading each week in preparation for class. In addition, they will write 9 
homework assignments that involve researching specific topics. Students will also research a 
legacy of the 9/11 attacks that they convey in writing and in an oral presentation. 
 
Skills developed in the course include formal and informal writing, textual analysis, public 
speaking, framing questions, research, and critical thinking. Assessment will be based on 
participation in in-class discussion, essays, research, and an oral presentation. Please visit 
"Assessment Overview" for a general description of these assignments. The details of assignments 
may be found under "Weekly Class Sessions." 
 
 
 

REQUIRED COURSE READINGS 
• The 9/11 Commission Report (provided as a PDF on Blackboard.) 
• Documents and articles posted on Blackboard, Mason’s course management website.  

o Go to https://mymasonportal.gmu.edu to log into the course page for this class.  
o Under “Weekly Class Sessions,” you’ll find folders for each week. 

 
 
 

ACCESSING OUR ZOOM CLASS SESSIONS 
Log into our Blackboard course page. In the left-hand menu, under “Course Work,” look for 
“Zoom.” You should see all sessions listed there. If a class session gets recorded, it will be 
found in the same place, under “Cloud Recordings.”   
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ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW 
Course grades will be based on successful completion of the following: 
 
Class Participation (20%) 
Students are required to attend every online class session, to come to class prepared, and to 
participate fully in the life of our class. Failure to attend class will negatively affect the 
participation grade. Zero participation will result in a participation grade of zero, which will 
make it very difficult to pass the class. Please read “Thoughts on Participation," below, for 
details on how to be an effective discussant. 
 
9 Homework Writing Assignments (45%) 
Students must complete 9 of more than 12 homework assignments distributed across the 
semester. Students must complete at least 2 assignments in each of the 3 parts of the term, 
in order to distribute their work productively and engage thoughtfully with multiple aspects 
of the 9/11 attacks. The homework assignment prompts and upload portals may be found 
under “Weekly Class Sessions” in Blackboard. 
 
Research Project, due by 10 PM on December 8 (25% each) 
Students will research a legacy of the 9/11 attacks. Assignment details will be forthcoming. 
 
Oral Presentation of Research Project, November 29 & December 1 (10%) 
Students will produce and deliver an oral presentation based on their research project. This 
presentation may be delivered live or as a recording with visual aids. But all students are 
required to participate in live Q&A about their research in class. 
 
 
 
THOUGHTS ON PARTICIPATION 
How to participate in the life of our class: 

• Ask/answer a question or make a comment in class, orally or in the chat.  
o Oral participation is better than the chat, because it is good practice. 

However, some students may not have an audio connection that facilitates 
oral participation. Also, I would rather have shy students participate via the 
chat feature than not at all. But I urge everyone to push themselves to get 
comfortable speaking in front of others and to become more effective with 
the Zoom medium. 

• Meet with me in office hours or email me to discuss course material. 
• Post and/or comment thoughtfully on threads that I or other students create on the 

course discussion board. 
 

What is productive participation? 
• Use your words. Discussion board posts provide a great opportunity to practice 

rendering complete thoughts in writing. 
• Be informed. Spend time with the course readings, and stay current on current events 

by reading reputable news sources that you seek out on your own (rather than 
reading what is curated for you by social media or Google search algorithms). 

• Continued next page! 
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• Make connections between lectures & readings and/or between our course materials 
& what you have learned or observed elsewhere. 

• Support your ideas with evidence. Be concise but specific. Explain unfamiliar terms. 
Quote or cite your sources (but try to put ideas into your own words). 

• Stay on topic.  If you're going to share, you should have a relevant point to make 
about course topics or materials. If you're responding to a question, you should 
answer the question being asked. 

• Practice being thorough but succinct. (“Brevity is the soul of wit!”) 
• Innovate, don’t replicate. This is especially relevant for the discussion board. Don’t 

just say, “I agree with so-and-so.” Offer your own opinion in your own words, even 
if it challenges what someone else says or writes. We want to hear what you think! 

 
 
 
GRADING SCALE 
Grades represent an assessment of your work, not a reward, sanction, or an evaluation of 
you as a person. A’s are reserved for truly excellent work; B’s are assigned to accomplished 
work; C’s are assigned to average work; D’s are assigned to below average work; and F’s are 
reserved for work that suggests a lack of comprehension or care. Any distribution of final 
grades is possible; there will be no “curve” in this class. 
 
Course grades will be assigned based on the following scale: 

 

A+     97-100 B+     87-89 C+     77-79 D     60-69 

A       94-96 B       84-86 C       74-76 F    <60 

A-      90-93 B-      80-83 C-      70-73  
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COURSE & UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
Please read these course policies and make sure you understand them. If you have questions, 
ask! You are expected to know these policies and to plan your schedule accordingly. That being 
said, I understand that we are all facing a lot of uncertainty in our health, our loved ones’ health, 
employment, and housing. Please keep in touch with me about your circumstances. 
 
Academic Integrity  
Mason students are bound by an Honor Code (http://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/full-honor-
code-document/), which states, “Student members of the George Mason University community 
pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.” The principle 
of academic integrity is taken very seriously, and violations are treated gravely. In this course, 
academic integrity means that: 
 

• When you are responsible for a task, you will perform that task. 
• When you rely on someone else’s work in any aspect of the performance of that task, 

you will give full credit in the proper, accepted form. 
• All aspects of the class will be conducted with civility and respect for differing ideas, 

perspectives, and traditions. 
• You will tell the truth about the status of your work. 

 
For a discussion of plagiarism, go here: http://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/what-is-
plagiarism/  
 
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. I will report students suspected of dishonesty to the 
University’s Honor Board for disciplinary action, including failure of the course and even 
expulsion. 
 
Attendance & Punctuality 
Our class is synchronous online, and I expect you to attend. If you take ill, have technical 
problems, or have other emergent circumstances that cause you to miss class or a deadline, 
please notify me by email at your earliest convenience. 
 
Communication 
I will be using Blackboard to email the class via the Announcements feature. Emails sent through 
Blackboard may be found under “Announcements” on the course welcome page for the duration 
of the semester. Please use your GMU account to write to me, and please check your GMU email 
regularly or forward your GMU email. Please preface the subject of your emails to me with 
“HIST 389." 
 
Decorum 
I expect you to be physically and intellectually present in our online class, to behave in a 
professional way, and to be respectful of others. If you wouldn't do it in an in-person, you 
probably shouldn't be doing it in our online class sessions. Please review "Online Etiquette & 
How-To's" for specifics on etiquette in our synchronous classroom and during office hours. 
 
Disabilities 
If you are a student with a disability and need academic accommodations, please see me 
privately and contact Disability Services (https://ds.gmu.edu/). All academic accommodations 
are codified by that office, but implementing them will fall to me. Accommodations begin only 
once I am notified about them in writing. Accommodations cannot be retroactive.  
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Diversity 
George Mason University strives to maintain a quality environment for work, study and personal 
growth. Diversity is broadly defined to include such characteristics as, but not limited to, race, 
ethnicity, gender, religion, age, disability, and sexual orientation. Diversity also entails different 
viewpoints, philosophies, and perspectives. Attention to these aspects of diversity will help 
promote a culture of inclusion and belonging, and an environment where diverse opinions, 
backgrounds and practices have the opportunity to be voiced, heard and respected. Please strive 
to keep your politics out of the classroom and your work. If you feel uncomfortable or 
unwelcome in class for any reason, please come and talk to me. 
 
IT Policy 
I would like you to be physically and intellectually present in our online class, and it is my 
responsibility to forge a productive classroom culture that encourages best-practices for learning. 
Studies have shown that students retain more information when they take notes by hand, though 
this is admittedly problematic for saving notes and making them searchable. Further, computers 
and cell phones provide intense temptation to multitask, dividing the user’s attention. 
 

• Phones: Please silence your phone and put it away before our synchronous online class. 
• Computers: If you use your computer to take notes during our synchronous online class, 

please refrain from multitasking. 
 
Please join me in creating an online space for learning and discussion, in which we are all 
focused on the course topics, our learning and improvement, and each other! 
 
Late Assignments 
Assignments will be accepted late, but a grade penalty may attach. Please notify me at your 
earliest convenience if your circumstances require an extension on an assignment. 
 
Office Hours: after class & by appointment 
I encourage you to meet with me online to discuss any facet of the course. I will remain in our 
course meeting room after class ends for brief questions on Mondays and longer conversations 
on Wednesdays. If you cannot remain after class, or there are other students in the "room" and 
you want privacy, please reach out about setting up a private time to meet on Zoom. 
 
Submitting Your Work 

• Submit written work as Word documents (not PDFs) via Blackboard. 
• Please save your files as follows:  

o Your_Last_Name.HIST389.Name_of_Assignment.FA21.doc(x). 
 
University Enrollment Policy 
Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in this class. Schedule adjustments should 
be made by the deadlines published in the Schedule of Classes. (Deadlines each semester are 
available on the Registrar's website: https://registrar.gmu.edu/calendars/.) Major Registrar 
deadlines may be found in the schedule below. 

 
Zoom Etiquette & How-To’s 
Please visit “Online Learning Etiquette & How-To’s” in the left-hand menu of our Blackboard 
course page. 
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USEFUL CAMPUS RESOURCES 
Live links for these resources as well as others related to mental health and stress 
management may be found on Blackboard under “Supplemental Resources.” 

Blackboard: https://mymasonportal.gmu.edu/  

Citing Sources in Chicago Style: http://vle.credoreference.com/george-mason/citing-
sources-chicago 

Counseling and Psychological Services (free counseling): SUB I Room 3129, 703-993-2380, 
http://caps.gmu.edu 

Financial Literacy (assistance understanding your finances and financial aid): 
https://www2.gmu.edu/admissions-aid/financial-aid/financial-literacy  

Graduate Student Life: http://gradlife.gmu.edu/  

Human Subjects Ethics Training: http://oria.gmu.edu/research-with-humans-or-
animals/institutional-review-board/human-subjects-training/ 

Learning Services (free coaching & academic skills workshops): 
https://learningservices.gmu.edu/  

Library Info Guides: http://infoguides.gmu.edu/  

Mason Alerts: Sign up at https://ready.gmu.edu/masonalert/ for alerts related to campus 
emergencies and closings. 

Office of Academic Integrity: https://oai.gmu.edu/  

Office of Disability Services: http://ods.gmu.edu  

Patriot Pantry (free food assistance): https://ssac.gmu.edu/patriot-pantry/ or email 
pantry@gmu.edu to make an appointment to use the pantry. 

Patriot Web (to register for courses or view your transcript & degree evaluation): 
https://patriotweb.gmu.edu/ 

Stay Mason Student Support Fund (for students in acute financial distress who are at risk of 
dropping out): https://ulife.gmu.edu/forms/stay-mason-student-support-fund-application/  

Student Support & Advocacy Center (for health, well-being, and support): SUB I Suite 3200, 
703-993-3686, https://ssac.gmu.edu/  

University Policies: The University Catalog, http://catalog.gmu.edu , is the central resource 
for university policies affecting student, faculty, and staff conduct in university academic 
affairs. Other relevant policies are available at http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/ and 
http://chssundergrad.gmu.edu/. All members of the university community are responsible for 
knowing and following established policies. 

Writing Center, multiple locations, http://writingcenter.gmu.edu 

 
There are additional resources related to stress management and intimate partner violence 
in our Blackboard course site under “Useful Resources” and “Lauren’s Promise.” 
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HIST 389: 9/11 SCHEDULE OF READINGS & ASSIGNMENTS 
Specific preparation for each class session is explained in our Blackboard course site under “Weekly 
Class Sessions”, including readings and homework assignments, which should be completed/submitted 
prior to coming to class. All assignments will be submitted in soft copy via portals in Blackboard. This 
schedule is subject to change at my discretion.  
 
Days with a homework assignment are marked with an *. Students must submit 9 of 13 homework 
assignments over the course of the semester, including at least 2 in each of the 3 parts of the course. 
 
 

WK DATE CLASS TOPICS 

1. 
Aug. 23  Introductions & Expectations 

Aug. 25 Where were you on 9/11? 

Part I: The Attacks 

2. 
Aug. 30  

August 30: Last day to add! 

Summer of the Shark: America Before 9/11 * 

Sept. 1 The Al-Qaeda Network 

3. 

Sept. 6 Labor Day: No class! 

Sept. 7 Last day to drop, with 100% tuition refund. 

Sept. 8 Attack on New York 

4. 

Sept. 13 Attack on New York * 

Sept. 14 Last day to drop, with 50% tuition refund. 

Sept. 15 Unrestricted withdrawal period begins (100% tuition liability). 

Sept. 15 Attack on the Pentagon 

5. 
Sept. 20 Attack on the Pentagon * 

Sept. 22 Flight 93  

6. 

Sept. 27 
September 27: Unrestricted withdrawal period ends (100% tuition liability). 

American Public Reaction * 

Sept. 28 Selective withdrawal period begins.  

Sept. 29 The Official Response 

7. 
Oct. 4 International Responses * 

Oct. 6 How Did This Happen? What Went Wrong? 

^ Students must submit at least 2 homework assignments by this point in the term. ^ 
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WK DATE CLASS TOPICS 

Part II: Aftermaths 

8. 

Oct. 11 Fall break: No class! (Class will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 12.) 

Tuesday 
Oct. 12 

The Post-9/11 Security State * 

Oct. 13 

9. 
Oct. 18 Antimuslim Sentiment in America * 

Oct. 20 Reprisal & Revenge: Afghanistan  

10. 

Oct. 25 Reprisal & Revenge: Iraq * 

Oct. 27 

October 27: Selective withdrawal period ends. Students who wish to withdraw from this class 
after this point will need the permission of the CHSS Dean. 

Reprisal & Revenge: Hunting Terrorists * 

^ Students must submit at least 5 but not more than 7 homework assignments by this point in the term. ^ 

Part III: Legacies 

11. 
Nov. 1 

Remembrance * 
Nov. 3 

12. 
Nov. 8 Finding Comfort in a Great Plan: 9/11 Conspiracy Theories * 

Nov. 10 Long-Term Effects for Survivors & First Responders 

13. 
Nov. 15 Hollywood’s 9/11 * 

Nov. 17 Souvenirs of Tragedy: 9/11 in Material Culture * 

^ Students must submit all 9 of their homework assignments by this point in the term. ^ 

Part IV: Conclusions 

14. 
Nov. 22 The American Confrontation with Mass Grief and Death  

Nov. 24 No class -- Happy Thanksgiving! 

15. 
Nov. 29 Student presentations 

Dec. 1 Student presentations 

16. Dec. 8 
(exam week) Final projects due by 10 PM. 

H a v e  a  w o n d e r f u l  h o l i d a y  b r e a k !  
 


