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This course uses the broad topic of the life and times of George Washington (1732-1799) to 
introduce History majors to the methodology of researching, interpreting, and writing 
history. Like all sections of HIST-300, this one is part of Mason's Students as Scholars 
initiative and it is also a Mason Impact Course. Students who enroll in this class develop 
historical research and writing methods by completing several assignments over the 
course of the semester. HIST-300 also fulfills in part the Writing Intensive requirement for 
the History major. Note that students must earn a grade of C or better in HIST-300 in order 
to register for the second required Writing Intensive History course, HIST-499. 
 
The final project for this course will be a contribution to ARGO: American Revolutionary 
Geographies Online, a digital repository of maps from the revolutionary era (1750-1800), 
hosted at the Fred W. Smith Library for the Study of George Washington at Mount Vernon. 
The class will choose a map to annotate, and each student will research and write an essay 
(a longer and a shorter condensed version) about a certain feature of that map or the 
information it conveys. Final project submission will include the essays and an annotated 
bibliography to document and describe the research process. High-quality work will be 
published, after editing, as part of the ARGO project. 
 
Our workshop-style class meets once weekly, on Wednesdays between 1:30 and 4:10. 
Please bring a laptop to class. Students will need access to online materials for all class 
sessions.  
 
Because there are relatively few class meetings and because we will be doing a significant 
amount of work in class, missing class significantly increases the likelihood of receiving an 
unsatisfactory grade for this course. 
 
COVID 19: In accordance with university guidelines, we will all wear masks in class 
and observe social distancing protocols. For more specific information on university 
pandemic policies, go to https://www2.gmu.edu/safe-return-campus.   
 
Weekly Format: 

Students should do assigned reading before coming to class and be prepared to participate 

in class discussions. You should have access to the assigned readings, either electronically 

or on paper, to refer to them as needed during class time. 
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During the first three class meetings, we will acquire a basic understanding of 
Washington's world and of early American history. When class meets, we will discuss the 
readings, both as a class and in smaller groups.  
 
Subsequent weeks will introduce students to maps as historical sources and then turn to 
examining different types of primary sources that historians use for their research (and 
which will be useful for your research projects). Each week, we will explore a different kind 
of source, as listed on the course schedule below. During those weeks, unless we have a 
guest speaker/presenter, the class will be organized more or less as follows: 

1. Going around the circle: each student should be prepared to share something they 
find interesting or important (or perhaps confusing) about the assigned reading.  

2. Overview of the week's primary source by instructor or guest speaker/presenter. 
3. In-class activities and small group work. 
4. Return to the circle: What have you learned from this class? What might be useful 

for your final project? 

Course Requirements: 

Students are expected to follow the course schedule, which is set out in detail here (below).  
If you miss class, it is your responsibility to keep up with the work on your own and to 
submit assignments on time.  If you come to class unprepared for the day's work, you may 
be asked to leave.  
 
Reading: There is required reading for nearly all class sessions. Students who miss class 
must submit a brief summary (200-250 words) of each of that day's assigned readings to 
avoid losing significant points for participation/discussion. Unless otherwise noted, all 
class readings are available in the "Course Reading" section of Blackboard.  
 
Written work: Students will complete several written assignments, each of which must be 
submitted electronically via Blackboard. For these assignments, please see the course 
schedule and also the specific directions in the "Assignments" section of Blackboard. Late 
submissions will be penalized, typically by a deduction of one letter-grade.   
 
Oral work: Students will do one informal presentation, in addition to participating 
regularly in in-class work and discussions. Because discussion and in-class work are 
integral to this course, attendance will be taken. 
 
Grading: 
Course grades will be determined as follows:  

• Reading quiz (on Blackboard; due by on 9/8 by 1:30 p.m.)  10%  
• Primary source analysis (due 10/27)     10% 
• Petitions essay (due 11/17)        20% 
• Final project map annotations, long and short (due 12/3)  20% 
• Final project annotated bibliography (due 12/3)    20% 
• Overall class participation/discussion     20%   



 
Course Schedule 
 
Wednesday 25 August: Introductory Session. Introduction to ARGO. Guests Dr. James 
Ambuske and Dr. Alexandra Montgomery, Fred W. Smith Library for the Study of 
George Washington. Read American Yawp, chaps. 4-6: http://www.americanyawp.com/. 
What is an annotation? What is an annotated bibliography? The class will be introduced to 
possible maps for the semester project during this class session. Quiz becomes available on 
Blackboard—to be completed by 9/8 at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Wednesday 1 September: Washington and Virginia. Read Lorri Glover, Founders as 
Fathers: The Private Lives and Politics of the American Revolutionaries (New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 2014), chap. 1; W. W. Abbot, "George Washington, the West, and the 
Union," Indiana Magazine of History, 84 (1988): 3-14; Erica Armstrong Dunbar, "'I Knew 
That If I Went Back to Virginia, I Should Never Get My Liberty': Ona Judge Staines, the 
President's Runaway Slave," in Thomas A. Foster, ed., Women in Early America (New York: 
New York University Press, 2015), 225-45. Also carefully review the "Map Options" PDF 
posted in "Course Reading." During this class, students will vote to choose the map for 
our semester project. 
 
Wednesday 8 September: Washington in Public. Read James Kirby Martin and Mark 
Lender, A Respectable Army: The Military Origins of the Republic, 1763-1789 (Malden, Mass.: 
John Wiley & Sons, 2015), chap. 3; Neal Millikan, "The First President and the Federal City: 
George Washington and the Creation of Washington, DC," Presidential Studies Quarterly, 47 
(2017): 365-77; Jennifer Van Horne, "George Washington's Dentures," Early American 
Studies, 14 (2016): 2-47. Complete open-book quiz (on Blackboard) on the past two 
weeks' assigned readings before 1:30 p.m. 
 
Wednesday 15 September: Visual Culture: Maps as Historical Texts. Read Martin 
Brückner, "The Spectacle of Maps in British America, 1750-1800," in Brückner, Early 
American Cartographies, 389-441. Guests Dr. James Ambuske and Dr. Alexandra 
Montgomery, Fred W. Smith Library for the Study of George Washington. Each student 
will choose the map feature that they will research and write about during this class session. 
 
Wednesday 22 September: Library and Research Skills with Dr. George Oberle in 
Fenwick 1014-A. Read "History Citation Guide." 
 
Wednesday 29 September: Secondary sources: books, articles, and historiography. 
Read Lindsay M. Chervinsky, "Why Bad History Isn't Just Bad, It's Dangerous," Reviews in 
American History, 47 (2019): 559-63.  
 
Wednesday 6 October: Visiting the archives. Read Laura Schmidt, Using Archives: A 
Guide to Effective Research. Guest: Samantha Snyder, Reference Librarian, The Fred W. 
Smith Library for the Study of George Washington. 
 

http://www.americanyawp.com/


Wednesday 13 October: Correspondence and personal papers. Read David S. Ferriero, 
"The American Founders Online," History News, 66 (Spring 2011): 7-11 and five Jefferson 
family documents (a family genealogy is also posted for reference). Guest: Dr. Lisa A. 
Francavilla, Senior Managing Editor, Papers of Thomas Jefferson: Retirement Series. 
 
Wednesday 20 October: Periodicals (newspapers and magazines). Read Bernard 
Bailyn, "The Index and Commentaries of Harbottle Dorr," Proceedings of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society, 3rd ser., 85 (1973): 21-35; Richard R. John and Thomas C. Leonard, "The 
Illusion of the Ordinary: John Lewis Krimmel's Village Tavern and the Democratization of 
Public Life in the Early Republic," Pennsylvania History, 65 (1998): 87-96. 
 
Wednesday 27 October: America's Historical Imprints (non-periodical print culture) 
Read Helena M. Wall, "All Things Considered," American Quarterly, 57 (June 2005): 475-
483. Primary source analysis due. 
 
Wednesday 3 November: Government documents and petitions. Read Roy E. 
Finkenbine, "Reparations for Slavery in Revolutionary Massachusetts," William and Mary 
Quarterly, 3rd ser., 64 (2007): 95-104; Fredrika Teute Schmidt and Barbara Ripel Wilhelm, 
"Early Proslavery Petitions in Virginia," William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd ser., 30 (1973): 
133-46; and Hampshire County and Susannah Wersley petitions. Guest: Prof. Christopher 
Hamner, Editor-in-Chief, Papers of the War Department, 1784-1800. 
 
Wednesday 10 November: Local and county records. Read Susan Kern, "The Material 
World of the Jeffersons at Shadwell," William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd ser., 62 (2005): 213-
42. Guest: Georgia Brown, Assistant Archivist, Fairfax Circuit Court Historical 
Records Center. 
 
Wednesday 17 November: Visual Culture: Portraits and Cartoons. Read Pascal Dupuy, 
"The French Revolution in American Satirical Prints," Print Quarterly, 4 (1998): 371-84; 
Adam Greenhalgh, "'Not a Man but a God': The Apotheosis of Gilbert Stuart’s Athenaeum 
Portrait of George Washington," Winterthur Portfolio, 41 (2007): 269-304. Petitions essay 
due. 
 
Friday 19 November: Drafts of annotations due (optional). 
 
**Thanksgiving Break—No Class** 
 
Wednesday 1 December: Presentations and post-mortem.  
 
Friday 3 December: Final projects (map annotation entries and annotated 
bibliographies) due by 5:00 p.m. 
 

 

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see 
me and contact Disability Services at 703-993-2474, http://ds.gmu.edu. All academic 
accommodations must be arranged through Disability Services. 

http://ds.gmu.edu/


 
Finally, please note that all students are subject to the George Mason University Honor 
Code (see http://jiju.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/honor.htm). The penalty for cheating or 
plagiarism on any assignment will be—at a minimum—a grade of F for this course. 
 
 
 
 

 
Mason Impact is a university initiative that "prepares students to tackle significant global 
questions and challenges by investigating.  meaningful questions, engaging multiple 
perspectives, and creating new knowledge within the context of Undergraduate Research, 
Civic Engagement, and Entrepreneurship."  
 

Because this course is listed with a Mason Impact (MI) designation, the following opportunities 

are available to you: 

 

•       Students can receive a MINI Grant for up to $500 to complete their project.  

•       Students can share the results of their project at the Celebration of Student Scholarship and 

Impact.   

 
   For more information, follow these links and/or go to the Mason Impact website: 
https://provost.gmu.edu/initiatives/mason-impact/mason-impact-students  
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