
Intermediate Microeconomics  
ECON 306 – DL (Online)  

Fall 2021  
 

Instructor: Sarah Moore  
Contact: smoore33@gmu.edu 
Office Hours: Monday online 12-2 PM; by appointment (online & in-person)  
 
Welcome to Intermediate Economics, ECON 306! As a course that is beyond the introductory 
level, I hope to provide you with more than the basic tools of economics with a specific focus on 
tools within price-theory (also known as microeconomics) to examine the world around you 
more effectively. This course is asynchronous, which means it is up to you to ensure that you 
follow the schedule I’ve outlined to keep up with assignments as they are posted. As a general 
rule-of-thumb, all assignments are due by 11:59 PM the Saturday of the week they are due 
(unless otherwise posted). This syllabus is not necessarily set in stone; since this course is 
meant to be adaptive, there may be changes along the way as I see fit to ensure that you are 
receiving the best education that I can provide. I certainly hope you enjoy this course and, 
should you have any questions, you are free to contact me at the email provided above, as well 
as scheduling an online appointment or, under certain circumstances, an in-person 
appointment to discuss the class and/or the material should you find yourself in need of 
assistance.  
 
You must contact me utilizing your GMU email as per university guidelines, or else I will not 
respond to inquiries.  
 
Textbook Requirements  
 
Edgar K. Browning and Mark A. Zupan: Microeconomics: Price Theory and Applications John 
Wiley and Sons, Inc. 12th or 13th editions. (Note, ensure that you are following the chapter titles 
if you are using an older edition to ensure that you are reading the right material for a given 
week).  
 
You can purchase this book at the GMU bookstore or via your preferred online/in-person 
retailer. If you find that you do not have the book by the start of class, please email me to let 
me know. My expectations are that you will have your copy by the time class starts, though.  
 
Your Grade 
 
How I determine your grade will be determined by the following weights.  
 
Weekly quizzes: 20%  
Problem Sets: 30% (3 in total, so 10% each)  
Midterm exam: 20%  
Final exam: 30%  



 
I do not curve; however, I do assign bonus assignments or give extra credit questions for you to 
repair your grade should you find yourself in need of earning extra points. I will post things like 
optional discussion group posts, etc. They will be announced and the amount they are worth 
will be included so you know whether or not they are worth your time. I find that bonus points 
are much easier to account for so a student knows exactly what grade they can expect as 
opposed to figuring out where they stand based on a curve.  
 
Your problem sets are allowed to be collaborative, but you must each submit your own copy of 
your problem set by the end of the week in which it is due.  
 
The midterm exam is schedule for the week of September 26th, with the exam going live on the 
27th. Your total allotted time will be 2 hours. You must download and utilize Respondus 
Lockdown Browser in order to take it. If you fail to use the lockdown browser, I will record your 
grade as 0. You must turn in your final exam on either of the days that it is due. Alternative 
arrangements will not be made, barring extreme circumstances.  
 
The final exam is tentatively scheduled for December 12, 2021 with a makeup day on December 
13, 2021; I will let you all know as soon as possible when it will be administered in terms of 
exact time by the middle of the semester or if those dates change. It will be a 1 attempt, closed-
note exam. Your total allotted time will be 2 hours. You must download and utilize Respondus 
Lockdown Browser in order to take it. If you fail to use the lockdown browser, I will record your 
grade as 0. You must turn in your final exam on either of the days that it is due. Alternative 
arrangements will not be made, barring extreme circumstances.  
 
 
Late Work  
 
If you do not have your work in by 11:59 PM on the Saturday that your assignment is due, then 
I will deduct 10% off your grade every day it is late until the assignment has been turned in. 
Note: This does not apply to the midterm or final exam(s).  
 
Course Outline  
 
Week of August 22: Introductions  
Assignment: Complete Syllabus Quiz and Read Chapter 1 & 2 
 
Week of August 29: Supply & Demand (Complete Quiz on Chapter 1) 
Assignment: Re-Read Chapter 1 & 2   
 
Week of September 5th: Supply & Demand Revisited + Consumer Choice (Complete Quiz on 
Chapter 2)  
Assignment: Re-Read Chapter 2 and Read Chapter 3 + Problem Set 1 Assigned  
 



Week of September 12th: Consumer Choice & Individual Market Demand (Complete Quiz on 
Chapter 3)  
Assignment: Re-read Chapter 3 & Read Chapter 4  
 
Week of September 19th: Individual Market Demand and Applied Consumer Choice (Complete 
Quiz on Chapter 4)  
Assignment: Problem Set 1 Due and Study for Midterm Exam  
 
Week of September 26th: Midterm Exam (Exam Live September 27th)  
Assignment: Complete Midterm Exam by October 2nd at 11:59PM ** Late policy does not apply 
here. If you do not turn in your midterm, you get a 0. Read Chapter 6  
 
Week of October 3rd: Exchange, Efficiency and Prices & Production (No Quiz this Week)  
Assignment: Reread Chapter 6 & Read Chapter 7. Problem Set 2 Assigned  
  
Week of October 10th: Production & The Cost of Production (Quiz on Chapter 6)  
Assignment: Reread Chapter 7 & Read Chapter 8  
 
Week of October 17th: The Cost of Production & Profit Maximization (Quiz on Chapter 7)  
Assignment: Problem Set 2 Due Re-Read Chapter 8 & Read Chapter 9  
 
Week of October 24th: Profit Maximization & The Competitive Model (Quiz on Chapter 8)  
Assignment: Problem Set 3 Assigned Re-Read Chapter 9 & Read Chapter 10  
 
Week of October 31st: The Competitive Model & Monopoly (Quiz on Chapter 9)  
Assignment: Re-Read Chapter 10 & Read Chapter 11  
 
Week of November 7th (Daylight Saving’s Time): Monopoly & Monopoly Pricing (Quiz on 
Chapter 10)  
Assignment: Problem Set 3 Due Re-Read Chapter 11 & Read Chapter 12  
 
Week of November 14th: Monopoly Pricing (Quiz on Chapter 11)  
Assignment: Re-Read Chapter 12  
 
Week of November 21st: Thanksgiving recess – enjoy your break!  
 
Week of November 28th: Game Theory and the Economics of Information (No Quiz)  
Assignment: Read Chapter 14  
 
Week of December 5th: Study for your final exam! Exam live at the end of the week! (Tentative) 
Study sessions scheduled subject to demand.  
 
Academic Integrity 
 



It is expected that students adhere to the George Mason University Honor Code as it relates to 
integrity regarding coursework and grades.  The Honor Code reads as follows: “To promote a 
stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of the 
George Mason University community and with the desire for greater academic and personal 
achievement, we, the student members of the University Community have set forth this: 
Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, 
steal and/or lie in matters related to academic work.”  More information about the Honor 
Code, including definitions of cheating, lying, and plagiarism, can be found at the Office of 
Academic Integrity website at http://oai.gmu.edu 
 
Some kinds of participation in online study sites violate the Mason Honor code: these include 
accessing exam or quiz questions for this class; accessing exam, quiz, or assignment answers for 
this class; uploading of any of the instructor's materials or exams; and uploading any of your 
own answers or finished work.  Always consult your syllabus and your professor before using 
these sites. 
 
Disability Accommodations 
 
Disability Services at George Mason University is committed to upholding the letter and spirit of 
the laws that ensure equal treatment of people with disabilities. Under the administration of 
University Life, Disability Services implements and coordinates reasonable accommodations and 
disability-related services that afford equal access to university programs and activities. 
Students can begin the registration process with Disability Services at any time during their 
enrollment at George Mason University. If you are seeking accommodations, please visit 
http://ds.gmu.edu/ for detailed information about the Disability Services registration process. 
Disability Services is located in Student Union Building I (SUB I), Suite 2500. Email:ods@gmu.edu 
| Phone: (703) 993-2474 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://oai.gmu.edu/honor-code/

