
ARTH 103
Introduction to Architecture

Fall 2021

Why take this course?
Architecture is the inescapable art form. It surrounds us all, every day of our lives,
shaping and conditioning our experience of the world. In this course, we will explore
three paths of inquiry: historical, structural, and practical. We will examine how
architecture has developed and interacted with culture, religion, and politics, an
examination that will help you to “read” the architecture of the world in a critically
informed way. We will look at how buildings stand up, analyzing basic structural systems
like post and lintel, arch, and truss, as well as common materials like stone, concrete,
and steel. And we will also make architecture of our own, engaging in its design process
and problem-solving work. Together these methods present the richest possible
understanding of architecture. And since buildings are among the chief artifacts that
any society leaves behind, the story of architecture is, at its essence, a story of human
civilization.



WHAT AM I GOING TO LEARN?

Have a thorough command of the terminology of architecture

Recognize different shape and space concepts in Western
architecture, their constructive logic and their ideological
intentions

Know paradigmatic buildings in relation to the artistic,
intellectual, and socio-political context in which they originated

Engage in the design process by confronting a design
problem, establishing needs and demonstrating the iterative
process of prototyping and refinement through critical analysis

Develop and articulate criteria for aesthetic judgment



Dr. Lisa Passaglia Bauman
lbauman@gmu.edu

CLASS

TTR 10:30-11:45

                   15-minute drop-in slots on
                    Wednesday 1:30-3;
or by appointment for longer conversations

Horizon 1008

OFFICE   Horizon 3204

OFFICE  HOURS

PROFESSOR



Before we go any further, a personal greeting

Welcome to our class! I’m Dr. Lisa Passaglia Bauman, and I will be your
professor for this course. While I have a PhD in Art History, I am also trained
as a Landscape Architect, and this class is a wonderful combination of
historical study with some hands-on design work.

As we explore architecture as historians, you’ll find that it is concerned with
human interface, with making the stage for the theater of everyday life.

If you are wondering how this class will help you in the wider world, art
history courses promote a number of skills that are crucial for success in
the workplace:

Attention to detail
Critical thinking
Synthesis of different ideas into a coherent whole
Personal responsibility for time management and deadlines
Seeking to understand what the real problem is before chasing after
solutions



WHAT'S THE WORK I'M GOING TO DO?

EXAMS (2)
Worth 60% of your
course grade

HOMEWORK (2)
Worth 20% of your
course grade

DESIGN PROJECT
Worth 20% of your
course grade

1 2 3



Exams

The exams will test for terms and basic structural systems.
There will also be questions on key buildings and how and why they are important for
the evolution of architecture. This involves knowing something about larger issues and
concepts that we will develop in class; this is why coming to class is important.

Regarding exam scheduling: please do not request special favors that cannot be
granted to all of your peers. Makeup exams will granted only for extreme
circumstances. These include death in the family, hospitalization, car accident on the
way to school. Extreme circumstances do not include oversleeping, missing the bus,
alarm clock failure, not knowing we had an exam.

If you cannot make an exam at the specified date and time, you have 24 hours from the
exam start to contact me and provide me with legitimate written paperwork. I mean this
seriously. If I don’t hear from you within 24 hours of the exam and if you do not have a
legitimate written excuse, you will receive a 0 for that quiz. Better to take the exam and
get an F than to receive a 0.

All make-ups must be taken within one week of the scheduled exam date if
circumstances allow.

Exam Dates: Tuesday, 10/5
                         Tuesday, 11/9



Homework Assignments

                       
Two small assignments

Homework #1 due Thursday, 9/9.
Builds on the Horizon Hall tour

Homework #2 due Thursday,11/18
Critical thinking exercise about architectural forms, precedents, and
meaning (but humorously called "Architectural Tinder")



The Design Project

 This is a multi-stepped in-class group project that involves selecting a site,
designing a solution that satisfies the needs of the client, and creating a
building brief and mood board.  

In-class studio days: 11/11, 11/16, 11/18, 11/23, 11/30

Designs will be presented to the class at an "Architectural Marketplace."
In-class presentation day: 12/2

Learning Goals for this Project:
Students practice collaboration as part of a design team.
Students demonstrate human-centered empathy (design thinking mindset) by
creating a proposal that reflects a consideration of the potential impact on the
university
Students create a prototype that effectively communicates their design solution
proposal.
Students practice the iterative process of receiving and incorporating feedback in
better designs.
Students practice presenting to an audience.



OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE
DETAILS

TEXTBOOK: RECOMMENDED, NOT REQUIRED
Carol Strickland, The Annotated Arch (Andrews McMeel, 2001). New: $37;
Used $6 on Amazon

ARTH103 FULFILLS THE MASON CORE "ARTS" REQUIREMENT 
This is a 3-credit course. It includes a combination of lecture, discussions, and

in-class studio work. You are expected to attend class and take notes. I will not
be posting my notes or Powerpoints.

POLICY ON LATE WORK
Late assignments lose 10% of the possible points for every 24-hour period
past the deadline

ATTENDANCE POLICY
Attendance is mandatory on all in-class group work days and presentation

days. Any unexcused absence on those days will deduct 3 points off of your
final course grade.



Grading system

GRADE     POINTS
A+                97-100
A                   93-96
A-                 90-92

B+                87-89
B                   83-86
B-                 80-82

C+                77-79
C                   73-76
C-                 70-72

D                   60-69

F                    59 and below

Startlingly good, exceeding my expectations; projects
are well-written. NOT given for simply following directions

Good effort with a good result

Perfunctory; or tried but missed the point;
or did something well but it wasn’t the assignment;
or a good idea but careless or sloppy

Warning: accepted under protest

Unacceptable as college-level work.
See me if you find yourself in this situation



You are an adult.
"No one told me there was homework"
"What do you mean it was due last night"
"I was supposed to bring it to class?"
are just different ways of saying “I wasn’t
listening.” Adults listen at meetings. Consult
the schedule constantly.

CLASSROOM EXPECTATION #1

ESSE QUAM
VIDERI

TO BE
RATHER THAN

TO SEEM

                                               There is NO EXTRA CREDIT at the end of the
semester. This is a course that operates exactly like the real world—
we do our work every day, every week.

Courtesy and common sense please. We’re all adults; sometimes
emergencies come up. However, talking to friends during lectures
and wandering in and out are badly distracting to everyone else.



CLASSROOM EXPECTATION #2

ESSE QUAM
VIDERI

TO BE
RATHER THAN

TO SEEM

                                        We are people of honor.
                                        Plagiarism and cheating are not fooling-around
                                        offenses with me. The function of this class is to
                                        teach disciplined thinking, clear communication,
                                        and mastery of both a set of concepts and the
                                        examples that make those concepts possible. If
                                        you don’t do the work, you won’t gain the
                                        benefits. For exams, don’t leave anything around
your desk and obviously no talking—not even to yourself. Please
take care of your bathroom business before coming to the exam.
During studio, attendance is mandatory; otherwise, you are
cheating your team.



THE FINE PRINT

1E N G L I S H  A S  A  S E C O N D  L A N G U A G E
If English is not your first language, please discuss any concerns you might have with me.  And don't forget about
the Writing Center.  http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/

2T E C H  S K I L L S  R E Q U I R E D

I can only communicate with you via Mason e-mail account, so please activate and check your GMU e-mail
account regularly for any communication regarding the class. Any additional course announcements will be
posted on Blackboard.

3
S E X U A L  H A R A S S M E N T ,  M I S C O N D U C T ,  A N D  V I O L E N C E

As a faculty member, I am designated as a “Responsible Employee,” and must report all disclosures of sexual
assault, interpersonal violence, and stalking to Mason’s Title IX Coordinator per University Policy 1412. You may
seek assistance from Mason’s Title IX Coordinator, Jennifer Hammat, by calling 703-993-8730 or email
cde@gmu.edu. If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, please contact one of Mason’s confidential
resources, such as Student Support and Advocacy Center (SSAC) at 703-993-3686 or Counseling and Psychology
Services (CAPS) at 703-993-2380. The 24-hour Sexual and Intimate Partner Violence Crisis Line for Mason is 703-
380-1434.

4
D I S A B I L I T Y  A C C O M M O D A T I O N
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact
Disability Services at 993-2474, http://ods.gmu.edu. All academic accommodations must be arranged through
Disability Services.

https://diversity.gmu.edu/title-ix/what-title-ix
https://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/policies/reporting-of-clery-act-crimes-andor-prohibited-sexual-conduct
mailto:cde@gmu.edu
https://ssac.gmu.edu/faculty-and-staff
https://caps.gmu.edu/


ONE FINAL THING

And finally, because I don’t want to think that the syllabus is just one rule after another in
a long, freighted contract, let me offer a different type of introduction:

To my class: 
I think when people say they love something (like “I love candy”) what they really mean is
that they want everyone else to love it too. I love this class, and I hope you enjoy yourself
as well. I’ve been doing this for a little while and I’ve discovered a few things that you
might find helpful.

1. Meet the people next to you. Seriously. Everybody is new on the first day, so you might
as well say hi. Introduce yourself. When you are on a desert island, it is polite to know the
names of those on it with you. Unlike television, in real life people have to work together
and rely on each other, and resolve conflicts constructively. Real life ultimately kills off
jerks. You will be spending the rest of the semester with the people in this room, and
when you miss a class they will be the people you need to talk to for notes. Saying you
don’t have anyone to get notes from in a class is hilarious to me when I am looking at the
stacks upon stacks of grading I have from all of the individuals in a class. By simply
talking to the people next to you, you have the power to profoundly shape the feel of a
class and make it a place that everyone is excited to be.

2. Make sure you understand the syllabus. (After class, the first thing you should do is get
an academic planner, or some other calendar, and mark it up with the syllabi that you
receive from all your professors.)



For example, in this class remember late work gets a pretty hefty penalty, and the
days in group are REQUIRED attendance.

3. Realize that every day in a class is important. Don’t ask a professor if it is or isn’t, just
know that it is. Strictly speaking professors don’t spend a lot of time preparing for a
class that isn’t important. That would be a waste of time. I won’t take attendance in
this class, but I also won’t answer any emails that ask me to reteach what I already
taught.

4. Take risks. Healthy risks. Don’t jump off a cliff. Rather, try things you don’t think you
are good at. Ask a question in class when you are uncomfortable in front of an
audience. If you’re the kind of person who ALWAYS answers the questions, sit in
silence and listen to your colleagues through an entire class period if you always have
an answer (let me know if this is your intention so I don’t worry).

5. When you look at a class and consider your future employment, it is important to
realize that though the content may not seem to tie into your plans, the skills you are
learning (writing, speaking, critical thinking, meeting deadlines) will help you go far.
Focus on improving them every chance you get. My mother carries duct tape in her
purse. You’d be surprised how often it gets used.

6. Go meet with your professors during their office hours. They like what they do and
love meeting students!

You are the future; let’s get you well prepared for it.


