
Many of us have a tendency to think of artists as either crazy bohemians
who live in  attics in Paris and are willing to cut off an ear for their passion
like Vincent Van Gogh 

or New York-dwelling  hipsters
who are trying to hustle us.

In reality though, art is about problem-solving: how  do we tell the world who we are? In
this class, we will both locate art firmly in its  historical context as an expression of cultural
values, and we will free it from the past and see it as a vehicle of communication.

I'm
 looking

at a TOILET!

ARTH 101: Introduction to the Visual Arts



Time
Class Meeting 
Mon/Wed 12-1:15

Class Location

Professor
Office
Office Hours

Dr. Lisa Passaglia Bauman

Horizon Hall 3204

                                        15-minute drop-in slots on
Wednesday 1:30-3; or by appointment for longer
conversations

Email lbauman@gmu.edu

But really, who am I?
I grew up in a noisy Navy
family and consider
California my home state.
I have a PhD from
Northwestern and have also
studied Landscape
Architecture.
I love running with my
girlfriends, loud music, and
candy (but not chocolate).
Art museums are my happy
place.
And I think I have the best
job in the whole world.

Textbook
Recommended: Pamela Gordon,
Art Matters (2020). This is a new
digital textbook, around $60. For
those of you new to art history, you
will find reading BEFORE class very
helpful.

             ARTH 101 is a 3-credit course. It fulfills
the Mason Core ARTS requirement. This is a
lecture-based class. 
Please be aware that this course will address
mature themes such as gender roles, sexuality,
religion, and race that may be outside
individual comfort zones; we will deal with
these subjects in an academic and intellectual
manner.

Innovation 105

Note

The Basics

She/her/hers
If you wish, please share your name and gender pronouns with me
and how best to address you in online interactions and via email.



Critical Thinking

You'll construct an argument for the

meaning of a work of art based on

contextual evidence

Historical Context
You'll understand the visual trends and

intellectual concepts in Western art, in

relation to the artistic and socio-political

context in which they originated

Thematic Continuity
You'll see how art has changed in

historical terms while also possibly

remaining the same in theoretical

terms when considering purpose,

audience, and reception

Technological Innovations
You'll understand the impact of

technological innovations on art-

making

Formal Analysis

You'll be able to analyze a work of

art visually

What
you're

going to
learn



75%

25%

Percentage
of your course grade

HOW YOU ARE GOING TO DO IT 

COME TO CLASS

This is a lecture based class. Textbook concepts will

be expanded upon in lectures; classroom

powerpoints will not be posted in Blackboard.

3 EXAMS

Multiple-choice and short answer.  Taken in

class. You will be allowed to bring a class-issued

5"x8" index card with notes on it to the exam.

FORM & CONTENT PROJECT

This is a two-part written exercise involving close

looking, close reading and critical thinking.



Things that are going to help Things that won't help
Extra Credit: Occassionally -- on exams and in
class

Classroom atmosphere: Courtesy and common
sense please. This is a BIG class. Talking to friends
during lectures and wandering in and out are
badly distracting to everybody in it. If you know
you have to leave a few minutes early, let me
know and then sit close to the door on the aisle.

Tech policy:  Laptops should be used for note-
taking only. (Really! I once had a student
watching porn in class and the students behind
him were NOT HAPPY about it!) Use your cell
phone the same way you would if you were in a
business meeting with the CEO of JPMorgan. )

Questions, Problems, Frustrations
This course is my responsibility; don’t hesitate to
come to me if you have a problem or complaint.
I can’t promise I’ll be able to fix everything, but I
will do my best.

Missing an Exam:  Because the exams are
scheduled, make-ups will only be given in
the event of an extreme and
verifiable emergency--illness,
hospitalization, car accident. You must
contact me within 24 hours of the exam
time to discuss whether a make-up is
appropriate and possible.  This is not
guaranteed.

Turning in Work Late: 10 points off for
every day it is late.

Plagiarism/Cheating:  Your written work
is  to be the product of you own thinking. 
Same with the exams. Don’t leave
anything around your desk, put your
phone away, and obviously no talking
during them—not even to yourself. Please
take care of your bathroom business
before coming to the test.

How about grading



The Grading Scale

A (90-92 an A-; 93-96 is an A; 97-100 is an A+)
startlingly good, exceeding my expectations,
and well-written. Involves critical thinking;
NOT given for simply following directions

B (80-82 is a B-; 83-86 is a B; 87-89 is a B+) Good effort with a
good result.

C (70-72 is a C-; 73-76 is a C; 77-79 is a C+) Perfunctory; or tried
but missed the point; or did something well but it wasn’t the
assignment; or a good idea but careless or sloppy.

D (60-69) Warning: accepted under protest

F (Below 60) Unacceptable as college-level work; see me
immediately if you find yourself in this situation.



1
T H E   H O N O R  C O D E

Of course we will abide by the University Honor Code (https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/). We ARE honorable people

after all. But in the digital age, some things violate the Mason Honor code that you might not be aware of: uploading any of my

test materials or exams or any of your own answers or finished work to my test materials violates my intellectual property

rights as well as the Honor Code and is a civil offense punishable by law. 

2
E N G L I S H  A S  A  S E C O N D  L A N G U A G E

If English is not your first language, please discuss any concerns you may have with me.  And don't forget about the Writing

Center. http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/

3
S E X U A L  H A R A S S M E N T ,  M I S C O N D U C T ,  A N D  V I O L E N C E
As a faculty member, I am designated as a “Responsible Employee,” and must report all disclosures of sexual assault,

interpersonal violence, and stalking to Mason’s Title IX Coordinator per University Policy 1412. You may seek assistance from

Mason’s Title IX Coordinator, Jennifer Hammat, by calling 703-993-8730 or email cde@gmu.edu. If you wish to speak with

someone confidentially, please contact one of Mason’s confidential resources, such as Student Support and Advocacy Center

(SSAC) at 703-993-3686 or Counseling and Psychology Services (CAPS) at 703-993-2380. The ��-hour Sexual and Intimate

Partner Violence Crisis Line for Mason is 703-380-1434.

4

D I S A B I L I T Y  A C C O M M O D A T I O N

If you have a learning disability, it must be properly documented by the Office for Disability Services. I need to sign the

documentation from ODS well before tests and assignments are given to accommodate you. Please contact them for more

information. http://ods.gmu.edu/ (703.993.2474)

And now the fine print

https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code
https://diversity.gmu.edu/title-ix/what-title-ix
https://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/policies/reporting-of-clery-act-crimes-andor-prohibited-sexual-conduct
mailto:cde@gmu.edu
https://ssac.gmu.edu/faculty-and-staff
https://caps.gmu.edu/
http://ods.gmu.edu/

