
Econ 360: Economics of Developing Areas 

Syllabus 

Instructor 

Mr. Jon Murphy 

Email 

Jmurph23@gmu.edu 

Office Hours 

By Appointment 

Course Overview 

This course is an asynchronous, all online course. This course examines the growth 

characteristics of developing countries.  We will explore developmental economics 

in a holistic fashion, beginning with the history of the idea, modern institutional 

discussions, and the present state of the field.  This course is reading and writing 

heavy. 

Course Outline 

ECON 360 will be comprised of short video lectures, weekly reading and writing 

assignments, and a term paper.  Extra credit assignments may be presented at my 

discretion.   

A detailed list of assignments by week will be provided in a separate document. 

Prerequisites 

ECON 103 and ECON 104 or permission from the instructor 

Required Text 

None.  All readings will be assigned on Blackboard. 

Grading 

Grading Weights 

 Weekly “Their Point/My Point” writing assignments: 50% (approx. 5 % each as 

there will be 10 of them) 

 Term Paper: 50% 

Grade Breakdown 

A = 90-100 

B = 80-89 

C = 70-79 
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D = 60-69 

F = 0-59 

Late Assignment Policy 

I will accept assignments late with a 5-point-per-day penalty for every day (or part thereof) past the due date.  I 

will not accept assignments for than 5 full calendar days past the due date unless prior arrangements have been 

made with me. 

Honor Code 

Mason is an Honor Code university; please see the Office for Academic Integrity for a full description of the code 

and the honor committee process. The principle of academic integrity is taken very seriously and violations are 

treated gravely. What does academic integrity mean in this course? Essentially this: when you are responsible for 

a task, you will perform that task. When you rely on someone else's work in an aspect of the performance of that 

task, you will give full credit in the proper, accepted form. Another aspect of academic integrity is the free play of 

ideas. Vigorous discussion and debate are encouraged in this course, with the firm expectation that all aspects of 

the class will be conducted with civility and respect for differing ideas, perspectives, and traditions. When in 

doubt (of any kind) please ask for guidance and clarification. 

Special Accommodations 

If you have a documented learning disability or other condition that may affect academic performance you should: 

1) make sure this documentation is on file with Disability Services (SUB I, Room 4205; 993-2474; ds.gmu.edu) 

to determine the accommodations you need; and 2) talk with me to discuss your accommodation needs as soon as 

possible. 

Communication 

Students must use their MasonLive email account to receive important University information, including 

communications related to this class.  All course information will be relayed through MasonLive email and 

Blackboard.  I will not respond to messages sent from or send messages to a non-Mason email address. 

Additional Information 

I reserve the right to unilaterally change the syllabus without prior notice if conditions warrant.  However, 

whenever possible, changes to the syllabus will be a class discussion 

 

 

 

 


