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Linguistics 306 Spring 2021                    Lecture: MW 12:30 PM – 1:20 PM (virtual) 

Recitation 301: W 1:30 PM – 2:20 PM (virtual) 

 Recitation 302: W 2:30 PM – 3:20 PM (virtual) 

 

LINGUISTICS 306: GENERAL LINGUISTICS 
 

TEACHING TEAM 
 

Professor Harim Kwon 

Zoom office: https://gmu.zoom.us/j/97500292765 (passcode: Spring2021) 

Office hours: Monday 1:30-2:30 pm and by appointment 

Email: hkwon20@gmu.edu 

  

Teaching Assistant (for Recitation 301): Haley A. Todd 

Zoom office: https://gmu.zoom.us/j/94049857980 

Office hours: Thursday 10-11 am and by appointment 

Email: htodd@masonlive.gmu.edu 

 

Teaching Assistant (for Recitation 302): Amal Alotaibi 

Zoom office: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84870825068 (passcode: ka6KwN) 

Office hours: Monday 10:30-11:30 am and by appointment 

Email: aalotai9@masonlive.gmu.edu 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

What do we know when we know a language? As a speaker of English, you unconsciously know how to order 

words in a sentence to convey a particular meaning and how to change that meaning with seemingly subtle 

changes in pitch; you can appropriately modify your speech for different social situations, and can understand and 

create novel sentences you've never heard before. As the science of language, linguistics delves into this implicit 

linguistic knowledge. This course introduces students to the methods and theoretical principles used by linguists 

for accessing speakers' implicit linguistic knowledge. Drawing on data from English and many other languages of 

the world, we will study processes of word formation (morphology), sentence structure (syntax), and the relation 

between these structures and the construction of meaning (semantics). We will investigate the sounds of language, 

how they are produced and perceived (phonetics), and how they pattern into syllables and words (phonology). We 

will also examine the rich variation of language and its impact on our social identity and how (first and additional) 

language is learned, and how human beings process languages. Our goal is to understand the properties shared by 

all languages as well as the ways in which languages can differ from each other, with the broader aim of 

understanding the formal structure of human language – how language "works".  

 

This course fulfills a Mason Core requirement for the Social/Behavioral Sciences with the following learning 

outcomes: 

 

1. Explain how individuals, groups or institutions are influenced by contextual factors; 

2. Demonstrate awareness of changes in social and cultural constructs; 

3. Use appropriate methods and resources to apply social and behavioral science concepts, terminology, 

principles and theories in the analysis of significant human issues, past or present. 

 

Accordingly, the students in this course will study the theoretical principles of linguistics, apply linguistic analysis 

to empirical data, and develop awareness about language – a uniquely human ability and a great social construct.  

https://gmu.zoom.us/j/97500292765
mailto:hkwon20@gmu.edu
https://gmu.zoom.us/j/94049857980
mailto:htodd@masonlive.gmu.edu
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84870825068?pwd=c0xwc3VwenQxSGMrUGVVYXBQcEIrZz09
mailto:aalotai9@masonlive.gmu.edu
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Tools you’ll be using in this course 

• Blackboard Course Site: 202110.14831 LING-306-001 (Spring 2021) 

Blackboard is used for posting announcements, lectures, assignments, the course schedule (including due 

dates and quiz dates) and materials, and more. We expect you to check the website regularly – you may 

want to check and alter your Blackboard notification settings. Note this is the main course site, but you 

will also need to check the Blackboard sites for your recitation sections. 

• Zoom: Video conferencing. We will be using Zoom for synchronous lecture and recitation meetings. You 

will need to access the Zoom lecture/recitation meetings from the respective Blackboard sites. The links 

may differ from the instructors' online offices.  

 

Textbook and other readings 

• Textbook: O’Grady, W., M. Aronoff, J. Archibald, & J. Rees-Miller. (2017) Contemporary   
  Linguistics: An Introduction (7th Edition), Boston: St. Martins Press. 

• Other readings posted on Blackboard Course Site 

• Readings are listed for the week they should be read. We assume that you have read them and that we can 

ask you your thoughts about them. We'll sometimes post a question, observation, or discussion point 

about the reading that you can reflect on before or after the class. 

 

 

COURSE APPROACH: FLEXIBILITY + RESPONSIBILITY 
 

We are using a "nontraditional" grading system for this course. You will choose some activities and skip others. 

We will track your progress to determine your final grade at the end of the semester. Each activity you choose 

will earn you a certain number of points, and some activities also allow you to determine how much of the activity 

you want to complete, with corresponding point breakdowns. We want you to have choices and flexibility.  

 

Organizing the course this way gives you a lot of freedom and a lot of responsibility in managing how your 

performance is assessed. Except in very rare cases, there are no make-ups, re-dos, or extra credit, because you do 

not need them to be successful in this course. As you'll see in the next section, you'll earn points most easily by: 

• Being critically engaged with the course materials, with us, and with your classmates; 

• Front-loading your course work early in the term; 

• And treating low point activities as weekly homework. 

 

Life will be easiest in this course with steady progress rather than heightened activity at a few points. We reward 

engagement. Engagement of course starts with lecture and recitation, so at the very least, we assume you will be 

present for lecture and recitation meetings. The course is primarily designed around synchronous participation 

with asynchronous participation (i.e., later viewing of the recorded lectures) as a back-up option if something 

comes up unexpectedly. Recitation sections can only be accessed synchronously because we believe they can't be 

replicated asynchronously. 

 

You are free to select the activities you would like to complete. You are also free to decide how much you want to 

engage in the course. There are some broad parameters on activity selection and each individual activity is subject 

to additional parameters. We recognize that this may feel complicated. Please read through the materials and 

instructions carefully, and simply start engaging with the course, with us, and with each other. It will become 

easier.  

 

Please note that some activities are required to "unlock" different letter grades. We also recommend that you think 
about a combination of engagement activities and data explorations as what you do most weeks (like weekly 

homework). Finally, we want you to contribute to class discussion in lecture and in recitation section (which 

depends on having done the readings and attending lecture and section).  
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Grading: Accumulating course points 

• Each of you starts with 0 points and earn points based on the work you do in the course.  

• There are 167 points available in this course. Every individual activity is optional, though there are 

requirements for unlocking certain grade levels.  

o If you want to earn a C or higher, you will need to attend two interviews (you do not need to 

"pass" them). 

o If you want to earn a B or higher, you need to earn at least 10 pts from the challenges category. 

o If you want to earn an A, you need to complete at least one mini project and earn 10 points from 

the lecture activities.  

• We will post points accumulated for the prior week by Wednesday before the lecture each week.  

o Data explorations, deep explorations, and mini projects should be submitted by the end of the cut-

off week. Submissions past the cut-off week will not be considered except in very rare cases.  

o A week runs from 12:00 am on Monday through 11:59 pm on Sunday. 

• Still reading? If so, please email Prof. Kwon a picture of your dream pet. This is your syllabus activity 

and you will get 1 point for completing the task by the end of Week 1. 

 

 

Overview of Activities: Details are available in the Blackboard. Please read carefully.  

 

Category Activity Type Points  Notes 

Basic Skills  44  

 Data exploration 40 (20 items * 2 pts)  

 Interview (oral quiz) 4 (2 items * 2pts) Two participations required for C 

    

Challenges  56 10 pts in this category required for B 

 Deep exploration 36 (6 items * 6 pts)  

 Mini projects 20 (2 items * 10 pts) One completion required for A 

    

Engagements  67  

 Syllabus 1  

 Lecture activities 12 (12 items * 1 pt) 10 pts required for A 

 Recitation  12 (12 items * 1 pt)  

 Discussions 30 (1 pt per posting) 3 pts weekly cap; 30 pts total cap 

 Reading question  12 (12 items * 1 pt)  

    

Total  167  

 

 

 

Point/Letter conversion 

The course is based on points. Letter grades and points are related to one another as follows: 

 

   87–89 B+  77–79 C+  

≧93 A*   83–86 B  73–76 C  60–69 D**  

90–92 A-  80–82 B-  70–72 C-  Below 60 pts F 

 

* We do not give A+ grades. You can ask Prof. Kwon more about why if you'd like to hear more.  

** Grades of "D" are considered passing grades for undergraduate courses. However, this course is a prerequisite 

for several courses in the Linguistics program, and a minimum grade of "C" may be required for those courses.  
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COURSE POLICIES 

 

Zoom-related policy 

• Course lectures will be audio/video recorded. If you do not wish to be recorded, please contact Prof. 

Kwon (hkwon20@gmu.edu) the first week of class (or as soon as you enroll in the course, whichever is 

latest) to discuss alternatives. 

o Students are prohibited from recording/distributing any class activity without written permission 

from one of us, except as a necessary part of approved accommodations for students with 

disabilities. Any approved recordings may only be used for the student's own private use.  

 

Communication  

• We are happy to correspond with you over email for short exchanges or if you need to make an 

appointment. In general, you can expect us to answer a short email within 24 hours, except between 5pm 

on Friday and 9am on Monday or as otherwise noted.  

o We will not go over materials individually that you missed due to absence. Each lecture will be 

posted for later viewing.  

o If our answer to your email will require more than a few sentences, we are very likely to ask you 

to "come" to office hours.  

• Please plan to check your email regularly for updates about the class. We do not plan to bombard your 

inbox, but we do expect you to receive email that we send about the class. This may mean that you need 

to check and alter your Blackboard notification settings.  

 

Absence 

• We understand that this is a strange semester and a range of issues may arise. If you're going to have to 

miss more than 3 class meetings, please be in touch with us to let us know what is going on and to work 

with us to keep you on track and engaged with the course. 

• Please note that absences will not give you extra time or a new date for class activities that are due. Part 

of your planning process for the course should include planning around any absences you know you will 

have AND giving yourself some space for unexpected absences. That's how flexibility and responsibility 

work together.  

• If something very serious should happen and you need more flexibility, we are always willing to work 

with you. We are in this together and we want you to succeed.  

 

Others 

• If you need an accommodation for a disability, please let us know at your earliest convenience. Most 

aspects of this course, the assignments, the in-class activities, and the way the course is being taught may 

be modified to facilitate your participation and progress. As soon as you make us aware of your needs, we 

can work with Disability Services (703-993-2474; ds.gmu.edu) to help us determine appropriate academic 

accommodations. All academic accommodations must be arranged through Disability Services.  

• Please be fully aware of the George Mason University Honor Code and the University's policies on 

scholastic dishonesty. When scholastic dishonesty is documented on any work for this course, you will 

forfeit the points you earned for that activity. Further, the matter will be reported to the Office of 

Academic Integrity. For a full description of the code and the honor committee process including 

definitions of cheating, lying, and plagiarism, please see the Office for Academic Integrity website at 

https://oai.gmu.edu.  

• We are committed to your mental health and wellbeing. If you or someone you know is feeling 

overwhelmed, depressed, and/or in need of support, services are available. For help, contact Counseling 

and Psychological Services (CAPS) at 703-527-4077 and https://caps.gmu.edu/. 

 

mailto:hkwon20@gmu.edu
http://ds.gmu.edu/
https://oai.gmu.edu/
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

    **  Note this schedule is subject to change depending on the needs of the class or in event of unforeseen 

 circumstances.  

 

 T = Textbook (O’Grady et al.) All other readings are available as pdf files on the Blackboard course site.  

 Rec. = Recitation; DA = Data exploration; DE = Deep exploration; M = Mini project 

 

Week Topic Readings Activity cutoff 

W1 1/25 

 

Introduction 

 

Syllabus; 

Activity Guide 

Syllabus 

1/27 What is so special about human language? Or is it? T pp. 1-13 

(optional: 

"Animal") Rec. Animal communication 
    

W2 2/1 Morphology 1, 2: decomposing words into morphemes 

tusaa-nngit-su-usaar-tuaannar-sinnaa-nngi-vip-putit 

'You simply cannot pretend not to be hearing all the time' 

(Kalaallit oqaasii; Inuit, Greenland) 

T pp. 121-154 

 

DA #1,2 

DE #1 – Part 1  
2/3 

Rec. Morphological analysis 
    

W3 2/8 Morphology 3 T pp. 121-154 

 

DA #3,4 

 2/10 Interview 1: No lecture 

Rec. No recitation 
    

W4 2/15 Syntax 1: constituent structure, phrase structure rules 

Why can we say: On which chair will Montgomery sit? 

But not: *On which troops will Patton urge? 

T pp. 167-183; 

p. 238 (3.2) 

DA #5 

DE #2 

2/17 Syntax 2: structural ambiguity, subcategorization 

How many meanings does the following sentence have? 

       Jesse hit the clown with the Twinkie on his head. 

Rec. Phrase structure practice 
    

W5 2/22 Syntax 3, 4: movement operations 

 To move or not to move?    

    What did Taroo buy? (English)  

    Qu'est-ce que Taroo a acheté? (French)  
    Taroo-wa nani-o katta no? (Japanese) 

T pp. 183-192 

 

DA #6,7 

2/24 

Rec. Movement practice 
    

W6 3/1 Syntax 5, 6: universal grammar, acquisition 

How does acquisition inform linguistic theory? 

 

T pp. 376-383 DA #8,9 

DE #3 

 
3/3 

Rec. Syntax practice 
    

W7 3/8 Semantics:  

How do speakers/listeners process meanings? 

 

T pp. 235-238; 

pp. 257-260  

(optional:  

pp. 425-446; 

"Eye-tracking") 

DA #10, 11 

DE #1 – Part 2 

 

3/10 Phonetics 1: sounds of English 
Your amazing vocal tract [jɹ̩əmeɪzɪŋ̃vokɫ̩tɹækt˺] 

T pp. 17-44 
 

Rec. Phonetic transcriptions  
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Week Topic Readings Activity cutoff 

W8 3/15 Study day: No lecture  T pp.45-57 

 

DA #12 

M #1 – Part 1 

 
3/17 Phonetics 2: sounds of the world’s languages 

The 80 clicks of !Xóõ and more 

Rec. Phonetics practice  
    

W9 3/22 Phonology 1, 2: phonemes and allophones 

What English words do listeners hear when the [s] is 

deleted from spit and skate? (HINT: due to allophonic 

variation, the answers are not pit and Kate.) 

T pp. 69-79; 

pp. 107-110 

DA #13,14 

DE #4  

 3/24 

Rec. Phonemic analysis 
    

W10 3/29 Phonology 3,4: natural classes, features, and syllables 

How the speech sounds can be grouped? 

T pp. 79-105;  

(optional:  

pp. 119-120) 

DA #15-17 

3/31 

Rec. Phonological analysis 
    

W11 4/5 Phonology 5: morphophonology T pp. p.151  

(optional:  

pp. 552-553 - Other 

Considerations) 

DA #18,19 

M #2 – Part 1 

 4/7 Interview 2: No lecture 

Rec. No recitation  
    

W12 4/12 Speech perception & perceptual illusion 

 

"Audiovisual": 

sections 1-3 (the 

rest is optional) 

DE #5 

 

4/14 Sociolinguistics 1 

“Fourth floor”: ‘r’ production in NYC 

"Labov";  

T pp. 508-516;  

pp. 520-523 

Rec. Phonological experiment  
    

W13 4/19 Watch party – Do you speak American? T pp. 483-497; 

(optional:  

pp. 497-507)  

DA #20 

DE #6 

 
4/21 Sociolinguistics 2 

How can place, class, ethnicity, and gender influence 

variation in language? 

Rec. Language variation  
    

W14 4/26 Topic to be determined  

(some possible candidates: second language acquisition, 

sign language, language and brain, typology)  

To be determined M #1 – Part 2 

M #2 – Part 2 

(Note: both due 

by 1 pm on 5/3 

Monday) 
4/28 Overview and review: pulling it all together  

Rec. Review  
    


