
HIST-811 
Doctoral Research Seminar 
 
Prof. Cynthia A. Kierner (ckierner@gmu.edu) 
Office hours: by appointment (Zoom or phone), email me to request day and time 
 
In HIST-811, your objective will be to produce a chapter-length essay based on original 
research in primary sources and situated in its appropriate historiographical context. Your 
final paper should be 25-35 pages (6,250-8,500 words), plus notes, which must be done 
correctly in the Chicago Manual of Style (Turabian) format used by historians. The finished 
product might be a dissertation chapter—or a conference paper or possibly even a 
publishable article. Whatever the outcome, the goal is to have you produce something that 
will better prepare you to envision the entire dissertation and the steps you need to take to 
produce the finished project.  
 
TWO IMPORTANT THINGS TO DO BEFORE OUR FIRST MEETING: 
 

1. Confer with your dissertation advisor about your 811 topic and receive their 
approval. 
 

2. Please email a short description of your research project to Dr. George Oberle 
(goberle@gmu.edu), Fenwick's History Librarian. Our second class (2/2) will be a 
meeting with George, who will need time to locate research materials directly 
relevant to your work. 

 
Class format and structure:  Our class meets most weeks, remotely via Zoom, on Mondays 
at 7:20, with class duration varying according to our weekly workload. To access our virtual 
classroom, go to the class Blackboard site and click on "Zoom Link for Class Meetings," 
which you will find on the green margin on the left side of the course homepage, which will 
take you to the list of Zoom meetings. Simply click the button for the appropriate date to 
join the meeting. 
 
Rules/suggestions for online learning: This course meets synchronously—in other 
words, on a specific day and time—and the objective is to come as close to an in-person 
seminar as possible. That goal should be attainable in part because our group is relatively 
small. These simple protocols should further enhance the quality of our weekly discussions: 
 

• All participants should try to remember to mute their audio unless they are 

speaking. Background noise from multiple sources can be extremely distracting.  

• Please consider using live video during our seminar. Ideally, we should all get to 

know each other, which would be very difficult if we cannot see each other. If you 

are in a weird place, if your house is a mess, or if you just want some privacy, Zoom 

allows you to insert a generic or custom virtual background. Go to 

https://its.gmu.edu/knowledge-base/virtual-backgrounds/ for some university-

provided options. 

• To avoid confusion and to make sure that everyone has a chance to participate in 

class, we will use the hand-raising function during class discussions.  
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Required texts: Readings are accessible via one of three sources, as noted in the Course 
Schedule below: the Fenwick catalog (for journal articles and ebooks), hyperlinks 
embedded in this syllabus, and as files in the "Course Content" section of Blackboard.  
 
Grading: 
 
Research paper (draft and final versions)  70% 
Class participation and other written work  30% 
 
Please submit all written work via email as Word file attachments. 
 
Failure to attend class regularly and complete the preliminary assignments may result in 
failure for the class, even if a completed research paper is submitted. 
 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Monday 25 January: Conceptualizing Your Research Project. 
 
David L. Ransel, "The Ability to Recognize a Good Source," AHA Perspectives, Oct. 2010, 

https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-
history/october-2010/the-ability-to-recognize-a-good-source  

Arlette Farge, The Allure of the Archives, pp. 66-78, 94-100 (ebook) 
 
Tuesday 2 February: Doing Historical Research. 
 
Chris D. Cantwell, "From Index Cards to Text Files: Digital Workflows for Today's Historian," 

OAH: The American Historian, Nov. 2015, 
https://www.oah.org/tah/issues/2015/november/from-index-cards-to-text-files-
digital-workflows-for-todays-historian/  

Alexis C. Madrigal, "The Way We Write History Has Changed," The Atlantic (online edition), 
20 Jan. 2020, 
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2020/01/smartphone-archives-
history-photography/605284/  

 
**Meeting with George Oberle. 
 
Monday 8 February: Historiography and the "So What?" Question. 
 
Find a historiographical essay related to your research topic. The essay you choose should 
be published in either an academic journal or a volume of scholarly essays. Because you 
want to situate your research in the current literature, your article should have been 
published during the past few decades. Although you may not find a historiographical essay 
that focuses on your exact topic, you should be able to locate one that is related in some way 
to the larger field to which your work will contribute.  
 
Based on your reading of this article, submit an essay summarizing the important issues in 
the field and explaining the relevance of the recent historiography to how you have 
conceptualized your own research topic (3 pages). 
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Monday 15 February: Writing Strategies. 
 
Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein, They Say, I Say: Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, 

chap. 7 (available digitally from Fenwick via Hathi Trust) 
Peter Charles Hoffer, "Reflections on Plagiarism, Part 1: A Guide for the Perplexed," AHA 

Perspectives, Feb. 2004, https://www.historians.org/publications-and-
directories/perspectives-on-history/february-2004/reflections-on-plagiarism-part-
1-a-guide-for-the-perplexed  

 
Monday 22 February: Individual Meetings. By noon, please submit a preliminary 

bibliography of relevant primary and secondary sources for your project. List 
primary and secondary sources separately, using the correct Chicago Manual of Style 
(Turabian) format. 

 
Monday 1 March: Anatomy of a Journal Article. 
 
Christopher Tomlins, "Your Name in This Space," AHA Perspectives, May 2002, 

https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-
history/may-2002/your-name-in-this-space-the-mysteries-of-scholarly-publishing  

 
Peter A. Coclanis, "Publishing in Journals in the Twenty-First Century," AHA Perspectives, 

Apr. 2011, https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-
on-history/april-2011/publishing-in-journals-in-the-21st-century  

 
Scott A. Sandage, "A Marble House Divided: The Lincoln Memorial, the Civil Rights 

Movement, and the Politics of Memory, 1939-1963," Journal of American History, 80 
(June 1993): 135-67. 

 
Print out an actual paper copy of Sandage's article. Analyze its structure and annotate the 
text, particularly identifying its distinct parts (i.e, introduction, thesis, historiography, 
theoretical framework, discussion of sources, body of the essay, addressing the so-what 
question, etc.) in the margins. Also note the different kinds of evidence the author uses (and 
to what ends), how the author qualifies or modulates his claims, and how he makes 
transitions from one part of the article to the next. Also consider the article's strengths and 
weaknesses. Be prepared to show your actual annotations in class (on camera). 
 
Monday 8 March: Oral Reports: Progress, Plans, and Problems.  
 
Please submit a 2-3-page proposal that describes your paper's purpose, goals, and sources. 
What specific questions or issues do you expect your paper to address?  
 
 
Monday 15 March: Conventions of Peer Review. 
 
AHA, "Statement on Peer Review for Historical Research (2005), 
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/statements-standards-
and-guidelines-of-the-discipline/statement-on-peer-review-for-historical-research  
 
Robert B. Townsend, "Peer Review, History Journals, and the Future of Scholarly Research," 
AHA Perspectives, Jan. 2013, https://www.historians.org/publications-and-
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directories/perspectives-on-history/january-2013/peer-review-history-journals-and-the-
future-of-scholarly-research   
 
Barbara Young Welke, "The Art of Manuscript Reviewing: Learning from the Example of 
Peggy Pascoe," AHA Perspectives, Sept. 2011, https://www.historians.org/publications-and-
directories/perspectives-on-history/september-2011/the-art-of-manuscript-reviewing  
 
Monday 22 March: Individual Meetings. By noon, please submit a draft of an introduction 
to your paper. 
 
Monday 29 March: Students' Choice—TBD.   
 
Monday 5 April: Independent Research and Writing. No class. 
 
Monday 12 April: Complete drafts of papers and abstracts due. No class. For 
instructions on how to write an abstract, see handout on Blackboard. 
 
Peer review pairings will be as follows: Dobberteen/Fincher and Howlett/Marsich.  
 
Please submit your abstracts and complete drafts to me AND to your peer review partner 
via email. You will read and comment on (in writing) your partner's materials before our 
next class meeting. Send your 1-2-page critique to me and to your partner by noon on 4/19. 
 
Monday 19 April: Peer Review, Critiques, and Miscellaneous Discussion. 
 
Monday 26 April: The Dissertation and Beyond. 
 
Andrew McIlwaine Bell, "Beat the Clock!: Managing the Last Leg of Your PhD Program, AHA 
Perspectives, Dec. 2007, https://www.historians.org/publications-and-
directories/perspectives-on-history/december-2007/beat-the-clock-managing-the-final-
lap-of-your-phd-program  
 
Brad Gregory, "Managing the Terror," AHA Perspectives, Jan. 2009, 
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-
history/january-2009/managing-the-terror  
 
Elaine Maisner, "Getting Published by a University Press," AHA Perspectives, May 2002, 
https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-history/may-
2002/getting-published-by-a-university-press  
 
University of North Carolina Press book proposal guidelines and instructions to readers 
(both posted on Blackboard) 
 

**Friday 30 April: Final papers due** 
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