
HIST 535 DL3: Fascism and Populism 
 
W, 7:20-10:00 Prof. Matt Karush 
Spring 2021 mkarush@gmu.edu 
  Office Hrs: by appt. 

   
Course Description: 
Fascism and populism are historical terms that have suddenly returned to the center of political 
discourse. They are applied to a wide variety of regimes and movements located across the 
ideological spectrum from left to right. Some scholars have even begun to question whether the 
terms retain their meaning and usefulness. This course will seek to locate these political 
phenomena in history: When and where did they emerge? How have they changed over time and 
in different contexts? And how were fascism and populism connected to each other historically? 
We will be particularly interested in exploring the transnational evolution of fascism and 
populism and in exploring how Latin American histories can illuminate European ones. We will 
focus particular attention on the cases of Italy, Spain, Argentina, and Brazil. 
 
Zoom link: 
 
Please turn your camera on for our Zoom meetings (and feel free to use a background if you 
don’t feel like showing us your home). Visible faces facilitate class discussion and also help me 
get to know you. My hope is that we can make this feel and function like a face-to-face seminar. 
 
Course Requirements: 
Class Participation: The class will function as a seminar in which all students are expected to 
participate actively. Therefore, your contributions to class discussion will constitute a significant 
portion of your final grade. I will give you a mid-term participation grade in week 7 so you know 
how you’re doing. This grade will not count toward your final grade – it is just a measure of how 
your participation has been in the class so far.  
 
Discussion Questions (10): Before 1:00 pm on the day of each class meeting, please email me at 
least 2 questions that you would like to discuss collectively. These questions can be points of 
confusion about the reading, points of agreement or disagreement between the authors, thoughts 
that the readings inspired for future research or analysis, challenges to the arguments of the 
readings, etc. My hope is that writing these questions encourages you to think critically about the 
reading before class. I will also use them to set the agenda for our discussion. As long as I 
receive them, you get full credit. If I think you could be doing a better job with this task, I will 
contact you individually. We have readings for 13 weeks, but you only have to do discussion 
questions 10 times during the semester. For the two weeks when you are writing book reviews, 
you should NOT also submit questions. In addition, you have 1 free pass.  

Book Reviews (2): Select 2 of the books we are reading and write an analytical book review of 
4-5 pages for each. Your review must accurately summarize the main argument of the book and 
assess the author’s methodology (use of evidence, theoretical perspective, etc). You may also 
advance your own argument about the book’s overall strengths and weaknesses, or you can focus 
your analysis on one specific piece of the book’s larger argument. Comparison with the 
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arguments made in any of our other readings is welcome. If you are reviewing for a week when 
we have articles to read in addition to a book, you need not discuss the articles in your review. 
Book reviews are due before class on the day we are discussing the book you are reviewing. 
Please submit them to me via email as attached Word docs. You are free to choose which two 
books to review with one exception: you must write at least one of your reviews by March 10. 

Final Paper: Your final assignment for this course is an analytical paper of 10-15 pages on the 
course readings. We will brainstorm some possible essay prompts together in class. 
Alternatively, you can write a paper on a specific topic related to this course and based on 
outside reading. If you choose this route, you must get your topics and bibliographies approved 
by me no later than April 14. Please submit your final paper to me via email as a Word 
document. It is due by 1:00 pm on May 5. 
 
Grade Breakdown: 
Participation and Discussion Questions 30% 
2 Book Reviews    20% each 
Final Paper     30% 
 
Communication: 
Please be sure to use your GMU email address in communication with me and to check that 
email regularly. I don’t have regular office hours this semester, but I am available for one-on-one 
zoom meetings. I hope you will take advantage of that opportunity; I’d like to meet with each of 
you at least once (and as often as necessary) during the semester. 
 
Readings: 
All the books and articles listed below are required reading for this course. They are available 
through the GMU bookstore, but how you access them is entirely up to you. Several of the books 
are available in digital form for free: Sternhell, Payne, Karush, Semán, Brennan, and Cowan are 
all available online through the GMU library homepage. (Check out the online interfaces to 
make sure you are comfortable reading this way.) Please do not feel compelled to purchase my 
book!! Please find the journal articles through the GMU library website. I will distribute pdfs of 
the other readings, as noted below. 
 
Schedule: 
1/27 Introduction 
 
I. Fascism in Europe: What was it and where did it come from? 
2/3 Zeev Sternhell (with Mario Sznajder and Maria Asheri), The Birth of Fascist Ideology 

(Princeton, 1995). 
 
2/10 Robert O. Paxton, The Anatomy of Fascism (Vintage, 2005). 
 
II. Italy and Spain: Everyday Life 
2/17 Victoria De Grazia, The Perfect Fascist: A Story of Love, Power and Morality in 

Mussolini’s Italy (Harvard, 2020). 
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2/24 Stanley Payne, The Spanish Civil War (Cambridge, 2012). 
 
3/3 Louie Valencia-García, Antiauthoritarian Youth Culture in Francoist Spain: Clashing 

with Fascism (Bloomsbury, 2018). 
 De Grazia, “Nationalizing Women: The Competition between Fascist and Commercial 

Cultural Models in Mussolini’s Italy,” in The Sex of Things: Gender and 
Consumption in Historical Perspective, edited by Victoria de Grazia and Ellen 
Furlough (California, 1996). [I will distribute pdf.] 

 
III. Argentina: From Fascism to Populism to Military Dictatorship 
3/10 Federico Finchelstein, Transatlantic Fascism: Ideology, Violence, and the Sacred in 

Argentina and Italy, 1919-1945 (Duke, 2010). 
 Ernesto Laclau, “Demands and Popular Identities,” in On Populist Reason (Verso, 2005), 

72-77. [I will distribute pdf.] 
 Pierre Rosanvallon, “The Populist Temptation,” in Counter-Democracy (Cambridge, 

2008), 265-73. [I will distribute pdf.] 
 
3/17 Matthew B. Karush, Culture of Class: Radio and Cinema in the Making of a Divided 

Argentina, 1920–1946 (Duke, 2012).  
 Daniel James, “October 17th and 18th, 1945: Mass Protest, Peronism and the Argentine 

Working Class,” Journal of Social History 21:3 (1988), 441-461. 
 
3/24 Ernesto Semán, Ambassadors of the Working Class: Argentina's International Labor 

Activists and Cold War Democracy in the Americas (Duke, 2017) 
 
3/31 Isabella Cosse, “Mafalda: Middle Class, Everyday Life, and Politics in Argentina, 1964–

1973,” Hispanic American Historical Review 94:1 (2014), 35-75.  
 Valeria Manzano, “‘Rock Nacional’ and Revolutionary Politics: The Making of a Youth 

Culture of Contestation in Argentina, 1966–1976,” The Americas 70:3 (2014), 393-
427. 

 Sebastián Carrasai, “The Dark Side of Social Desire: Violence as Metaphor, Fantasy and 
Satire in Argentina, 1969–1975,” Journal of Latin American Studies 47:1 (2014), 31-
63. 

 
4/7 James P. Brennan Argentina’s Missing Bones: Revisiting the History of the Dirty War 

(California, 2018). 
 
IV. Brazil: Another Route from Fascism to Populism to Military Dictatorship 
4/14 Robert Levine, Father of the Poor? Vargas and his Era (Cambridge, 1998) 
 Jerry Dávila, “Norma Fraga: Race, Class, Education and the Estado Novo,” in Peter M. 

Beattie, ed., The Human tradition in Modern Brazil (Scholarly Resources, 2004). [I 
will distribute pdf.] 

 
4/21 Bryan McCann, Hello, Hello Brazil: Popular Music in the Making of Modern Brazil 

(Duke, 2004). 
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4/28 Ben Cowan, Securing Sex: Morality and Repression in the Making of Cold War Brazil 
(UNC, 2016). 

 
5/5 Final Papers due 
 


