
The Digital Past: Reconstruction and Redemption (Spring 2021)

This syllabus comes from https://lincolnmullen.com/courses/digital-past.2021/. Only the online version of this
syllabus is authoritative, and it may be updated as necessary.

Course: HIST 390-DL2 (https://historyarthistory.gmu.edu/courses/hist390/course_sections/58960). Spring 2021.
Department of History and Art History, George Mason University. 3 credits. Meets Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:30pm to
2:45pm in Zoom.

Instructor: Lincoln Mullen (https://lincolnmullen.com) <lmullen@gmu.edu (mailto:lmullen@gmu.edu)>. Office: Research
Hall 484. Office hours: By appointment on Zoom. Book an appointment. (/page/office-hours/)

Course description
In this class, you will to learn to do history using digital tools. The course—which satisfies the Mason Core IT requirement
(http://masoncore.gmu.edu/general-education-at-mason-2/information-technology-1/)—teaches the fundamentals of
information technology by applying them to practical problems in history. Throughout the semester, you will work
individually and with classmates on a series of projects about American history during the period of Reconstruction. You will
learn how to do research online, but also how to put those sources in the context of other scholarly work. You will gather
data, learn how to question it, analyze it, summarize it, and interpret it. You will create visualizations of datasets, including
maps. You will learn how to present visual and textual sources online in web exhibits, and you will learn how to write and
publish effectively online. Through learning by doing, you will gain both digital skills and the skills of a historian. This
combination will be useful to you throughout your university career and in your future work. The topics we are learning—
digital literacy, and the complex of issues around race, politics, and economics tied to the history of Reconstruction—are
now more than ever vital to understanding and participating in American democracy.

Learning goals
In this course you will

learn the history of American Reconstruction,
create historical scholarship using digital tools and resources,
publish historical scholarship on the web, and
develop your digital literacies.

You will also learn the IT competencies (http://masoncore.gmu.edu/general-education-at-mason-2/information-
technology-1/) from the Mason Core:

1. Students will understand the principles of information storage, exchange, security, and privacy and be aware of
related ethical issues.

2. Students will become critical consumers of digital information; they will be capable of selecting and evaluating
appropriate, relevant, and trustworthy sources of information.

3. Students can use appropriate information and computing technologies to organize and analyze information and use it
to guide decision-making.

4. Students will be able to choose and apply appropriate algorithmic methods to solve a problem.

Essential information
For spring semester 2021, this class will be taught online. Of course, given ongoing developments of the pandemic and the
possibility of COVID-19 exposure, we will all have to remain flexible. In addition to following all GMU policies about COVID-
19, I ask that you communicate with me if you will be absent from class or if you will turn in an assignment late. Likewise,
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please check for emails and other messages from me in case there are ever any developments that affect our class. By
working together, we will make this a semester where you stay safe and learn a great deal about information technology and
the history of Reconstruction.

The Zoom connection information is available on Blackboard.

This class will include a combination of lecture, discussion, and in-class and out-of-class assignments. Doing the reading is
absolutely essential. Attend class having read any assigned material and completed any out-of-class assignments, and be
prepared to discuss both. You must have a copy of the texts assigned for each day available to you during class (electronic
copies are fine, of course).

To facilitate our class, communication for this course will happen in our Slack group (https://mason-dh-
grad.slack.com/signup). Please sign up and join the #digital-past-2021 channel. Read this getting started guide
(https://get.slack.help/hc/en-us/articles/218080037-Getting-started-for-new-users) if you need help.

Before the start of class each week, I will send you a message about what to expect. This will help guide your participation
in class each week. Please read it carefully and note any actions you should take.

You are always welcome to talk with me during office hours. To do so, please book an appointment (/page/office-hours/). If
the scheduled times don’t work for you, email me (mailto:lmullen@gmu.edu) and suggest a few other times that would
work for you.

Required readings. Only one book is required. All other readings will be available on Blackboard or through the GMU
libraries.

Foner, Eric. A Short History of Reconstruction. Updated edition. Harper Collins, 2015. ISBN: 978-0062370860.

You will also need to sign up for a year’s hosting with Reclaim Hosting (https://reclaimhosting.com/shared-hosting/). Do the
cheapest option, the “Personal Plan.” We will go over this in class, and you do not need to set this up until I explain it.

Assignments
Grades will be based on the following assignments. Final grades will be calculated using the typical percentage-based
grading scale (A = 93–100, A- = 90–92, B+ = 88–89, B = 83–87, B- = 80–82, … F = 0–59).

Turn in all assignments on Blackboard. In the box for the assignment text, include the URL to your assignment or blog post.
This URL must be public. You should test the URL with a browser that is not logged in.

In this class you will create a number of smaller projects on the history of Reconstruction. Each of these projects will
demonstrate a specific skill that you learned in class. These assignments are deliberately smaller scale and build on one
another so that you can develop your digital literacy over time, rather than being obligated to one or two high stakes
assignments. You will also write blog posts on various subjects.

Blog posts and skills assignments (12 @ 5% each = 60%). Each Thursday you will be assigned either to write a blog post
or to undertake a skills-based digital assignment. All assignments or blog posts given on Thursday are due before the
start of class on Tuesday. Except for the Omeka assignments, embed these in a page or post on your WordPress website. If
asked to write a blog post, it should be approximately three hundred words long, using full sentences, paragraphs with topic
sentences, and images or other illustrations as appropriate.

Quizzes (10%). Any class may (and likely will) include a brief quiz over the assigned readings.

Midterm exam (10%). There will be a mid-term examination covering both the historical and the information technology
aspects of this class.

https://mason-dh-grad.slack.com/signup
https://get.slack.help/hc/en-us/articles/218080037-Getting-started-for-new-users
https://lincolnmullen.com/page/office-hours/
mailto:lmullen@gmu.edu
https://reclaimhosting.com/shared-hosting/


Final exam (10%). There will be a final examination covering both the historical and the information technology aspects of
this class.

Participation (10%). In addition to participating in class discussions, specific opportunities for participating in class (in
person or online) will be explained prior to class sessions. These will sometimes include smaller group discussions through
breakout rooms in Slack and Zoom.

Schedule

Tues. Jan. 26. Introduction.

In class:

Introduction to Reconstruction and digital history.
Virginia Secession Convention (http://collections.richmond.edu/secession/).

Before the next class: Sign up for web hosting at Reclaim Hosting. Think carefully about your domain name, and find one
that has application beyond this class.

Thurs. Jan. 28. What is digital history?

Readings:

Dan Cohen and Roy Rosenzweig, “Introduction: Promises and Perils of Digital History
(http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/introduction/)” and “Getting Started
(http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/starting/),” in Digital History, online edition (Center for History and New Media,
2005).
Alan Jacobs, “Tending the Digital Commons: A Small Ethics toward the Future (https://iasc-
culture.org/THR/THR_article_2018_Spring_Jacobs.php),” Hedgehog Review 20, no. 1 (2018).
Miriam Posner, “How Did They Make That? (http://miriamposner.com/blog/how-did-they-make-that/),” August 29,
2013. Click through to all of the projects listed in this post.
Megan O’Neil, “Confronting the Myth of the ‘Digital Native’ (http://chronicle.com/article/Confronting-the-Myth-of-
the/145949/),” Chronicle of Higher Education, April 21, 2014.
Miriam Posner, Stewart Varner, and Brian Coxall, “Creating Your Web Presence
(http://chronicle.com/blogs/profhacker/creating-your-web-presence-a-primer-for-academics/30458),” ProfHacker,
February 14, 2011.

In class:

Visualizing Emancipation (http://dsl.richmond.edu/emancipation/).
Virginia Secession Convention (http://collections.richmond.edu/secession/).
Valley of the Shadow (http://valley.lib.virginia.edu/).
Installing WordPress (https://wordpress.org/). Instructions (https://community.reclaimhosting.com/t/installing-
wordpress/265) from Reclaim Hosting.

Assignment: Write a blog post reviewing one of the following digital history projects. What topic, period, and place of history
do they cover? What arguments or interpretations do they make? What is the audience for the site? What sources are they
based on? Who created them, and who did what work? Who funded them? What technologies do they use? Include
screenshots of important parts of the website. Be sure to cite the project according to the Chicago Manual of Style
(http://mutex.gmu.edu/login?URL=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/16/contents.html) conventions.

Digital Harlem (http://digitalharlem.org/)
Geography of the Post (http://cameronblevins.org/gotp/)
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Gulag: Many Days, Many Lives (http://gulaghistory.org/)
Her Hat Was in the Ring (http://www.herhatwasinthering.org/web/index.aspx)
Histories of the National Mall (http://mallhistory.org/)
History Quest DC (http://www.citylab.com/design/2016/12/interactive-map-of-dc-historic-buildings/509360/) and
explanation (http://www.citylab.com/design/2016/12/interactive-map-of-dc-historic-buildings/509360/)
HistoryPin (https://www.historypin.org/)
Hurricane Digital Memory Bank (http://chnm.gmu.edu/hurricane-digital-memory-bank/)
Language of the State of the Union (http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2015/01/the-language-of-the-
state-of-the-union/384575/), Mapping the State of the Union
(http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2015/01/mapping-the-state-of-the-union/384576/), and The State of
the Union in Context (http://benschmidt.org/poli/2015-SOTU)
Locating London’s Past (http://www.locatinglondon.org/)
Lost Museum (http://www.lostmuseum.cuny.edu/intro.html)
Mozilla Digital Memory Bank (http://mozillamemory.org/)
New Orleans Historical (http://www.neworleanshistorical.org/)
Old Bailey Online (http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/)
Orbis (http://orbis.stanford.edu/)
Papers of the War Department (http://wardepartmentpapers.org/)
PhilaPlace (http://www.philaplace.org/)
Railroads and the Making of Modern America (http://railroads.unl.edu/)
Redlining Richmond (http://dsl.richmond.edu/holc/)
September 11 Digital Archive (http://911digitalarchive.org/)
Serendip-o-matic (http://serendip-o-matic.org/)
Voting America (http://dsl.richmond.edu/voting/)
Women Writer’s Project (http://www.wwp.northeastern.edu/)

Tues. Feb 2. Overview of Reconstruction.

Readings:

The American Yawp, ch. 15 (http://www.americanyawp.com/text/15-reconstruction/) (“Reconstruction”).
Foner, preface.
Eric Foner and Olivia Mahoney, “America’s Reconstruction: People and Politics after the Civil War
(http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/exhibits/reconstruction/).”

In class:

Install Zotero (https://zotero.org) and read/watch the quick start guide
(https://www.zotero.org/support/quick_start_guide).
Sign up for an account at Feedly (http://feedly.com).

Thurs. Feb. 4. Finding secondary sources / history of the Internet.

Readings:

Roy Rosenzweig, “Can History Be Open Source: Wikipedia and the Future of the Past
(http://www.jstor.org.mutex.gmu.edu/stable/4486062),” Journal of American History 93, 1 (2006).
“How Search Works (http://www.google.com/insidesearch/howsearchworks/),” Google.
“How the World Came to be Run by Computer Code (http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/zxsrcdm),” BBC.
“How the Internet Works in 5 Minutes (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_LPdttKXPc).”
“History of the Internet (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9hIQjrMHTv4).”
“The Web at 25 in the U.S. (http://www.pewinternet.org/2014/02/27/the-web-at-25-in-the-u-s/),” Pew Research,
February 27, 2014.
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Vannevar Bush, “As We May Think (http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1945/07/as-we-may-
think/3881/?single_page=true),” The Atlantic (July 1945).

In class:

GMU library catalog (https://academic.oup.com/jah/article/93/1/117/813367/Can-History-Be-Open-Source-
Wikipedia-and-the)
JSTOR (http://www.jstor.org/).
Chicago Manual of Style (http://mutex.gmu.edu/login?URL=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/16/contents.html).
George Oberle, “U.S. History Sources 1820s-1880s (http://infoguides.gmu.edu/sources-US-1820s-1880s).”

Assignment: Using the library catalog, JSTOR, and other library resources, find a book on Reconstruction history and a
journal article on Reconstruction history. If you can get access to a physical book, that’s great, but if not then find an e-
book. Access the book through the library. Write a blog post with correct citation information for the book and journal article
you found according to the Chicago Manual of Style (http://mutex.gmu.edu/login?
URL=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/16/contents.html). In a paragraph each, summarize their argument. (You can do
this by reading the introduction and conclusion.) Add the items to your Zotero library. Include a link to your public Zotero
library including those items in your blog post.

Tues. Feb. 9. Wartime reconstruction.

Readings:

Foner, ch. 1 (“The World the War Made”).
Caleb McDaniel, “How to Read for History (http://www.owlnet.rice.edu/~wcm1/howtoread.html),” August 1, 2008.
The Spread of U.S. Slavery (http://lincolnmullen.com/projects/slavery/).

In class:

A Century of Lawmaking for a New Nation (https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lawhome.html)
Abraham Lincoln Papers (https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/alhtml/malhome.html)

Thurs. Feb. 11. Finding primary sources.

Readings:

Sam Wineburg, “Thinking Like a Historian
(http://www.loc.gov/teachers/tps/quarterly/historical_thinking/article.html),” Teaching with Primary Sources
Quarterly 3, 1 (Winter 2010).
William Cronon, “Getting Ready to Do History
(http://www.williamcronon.net/writing/Cronon_Carnegie_Essay_Getting_Ready_to_Do_History_2004.pdf),” Carnegie
Essays on the Doctorate (2004), pp. 1–6.

In class:

DPLA (https://dp.la/)
African American Newspapers (http://mutex.gmu.edu/login?URL=http://infoweb.newsbank.com/?
db=EANX&d_collections=EANAAA)
Chronicling America (https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov)
ProQuest Historical Newspapers (http://infowiz.gmu.edu/dbs/subjects/index.php).)
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture (https://www.nypl.org/about/locations/schomburg/digital-
schomburg)
Databases listed in the Mason library’s history guide (http://infowiz.gmu.edu/dbs/subjects/hist).
George Oberle, “U.S. History Sources 1820s-1880s (http://infoguides.gmu.edu/sources-US-1820s-1880s).”

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1945/07/as-we-may-think/3881/?single_page=true
https://academic.oup.com/jah/article/93/1/117/813367/Can-History-Be-Open-Source-Wikipedia-and-the
http://www.jstor.org/
http://mutex.gmu.edu/login?URL=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/16/contents.html
http://infoguides.gmu.edu/sources-US-1820s-1880s
http://mutex.gmu.edu/login?URL=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/16/contents.html
http://www.owlnet.rice.edu/~wcm1/howtoread.html
http://lincolnmullen.com/projects/slavery/
https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lawhome.html
https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/alhtml/malhome.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/tps/quarterly/historical_thinking/article.html
http://www.williamcronon.net/writing/Cronon_Carnegie_Essay_Getting_Ready_to_Do_History_2004.pdf
https://dp.la/
http://mutex.gmu.edu/login?URL=http://infoweb.newsbank.com/?db=EANX&d_collections=EANAAA
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://infowiz.gmu.edu/dbs/subjects/index.php
https://www.nypl.org/about/locations/schomburg/digital-schomburg
http://infowiz.gmu.edu/dbs/subjects/hist
http://infoguides.gmu.edu/sources-US-1820s-1880s


Assignment: Find five primary sources, from at least two different collections. You are welcome, even encouraged, to look
for sources mentioned in the textbook. Add your sources to Zotero, and include a link a collection in Zotero. Write a blog
post that cites the items using correct Chicago citations, and indicate which database they came from. Briefly summarize
each of the sources. What did you learn from reading these sources? What did you learn about looking for sources and the
reliability of sources found online?

Tues. Feb. 16. Early Reconstruction. Timelines.

Readings:

Foner, ch. 2 (“Rehearsals for Reconstruction”).
Anne Kelly Knowles, “A Cutting-Edge Second Look at the Battle of Gettysburg
(http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/A-Cutting-Edge-Second-Look-at-the-Battle-of-Gettysburg-1-
180947921/),” Smithsonian Magazine, June 27, 2013.

In class:

Timeline.js (https://timeline.knightlab.com/). Make sure you have a Google account before coming to class.

Assignment: Create a timeline of events in Reconstruction. The timeline should include approximately 12 events. Each
event should include an accurate date, a sentence of description, and an image if possible. While of course you won’t cover
the entire history of Reconstruction in 12 events, pick some kind of theme (e.g., black representation in Congress, political
violence, occupation, Greater Reconstruction, and so on).

Thurs. Feb 18. Metadata and Omeka. Copyright.

Readings:

Miriam Posner, Up and Running with Omeka (http://programminghistorian.org/lessons/up-and-running-with-omeka),
The Programming Historian (2013).
Explore Dublin Core, “Metadata Basics (http://dublincore.org/documents/dcmi-terms/).”
Dan Cohen and Roy Rosenzweig, “Owning the Past (http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/copyright/),” in Digital
History.
Zachary Crockett, “How Mickey Mouse Evades the Public Domain (https://priceonomics.com/how-mickey-mouse-
evades-the-public-domain/),” Priceonomics, January 7, 2016.
Corynne McSherry, “Court Upholds Legality of Google Books: Tremendous Victory for Fair Use and the Public Interest
(https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2013/11/court-upholds-legality-google-books-tremendous-victory-fair-use-and-
public),” Electronic Frontier Foundation, November 14, 2013.
Nate Harrison, “The Amen Break (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SaFTm2bcac)” (2004).

In class:

ALA, “Digital Copyright Slider (http://librarycopyright.net/resources/digitalslider/)” (2012).
Creative Commons licenses (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/), including the “license deed” for each license.
Omeka S user manual (https://omeka.org/s/docs/user-manual/)

Assignment: Using the primary sources that you gathered earlier, or other sources that you have found, create an Omeka
collection with at least five Omeka items. Each item must be fully described in the metadata, though you do not necessarily
have to use every Dublin Core field. Be sure to include a reference to the place you found the source in the appropriate field,
and a copyright statement as appropriate.

Tues. Feb. 23. Freedom and Emancipation.

Readings:
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Foner, ch. 3 (“The Meaning of Freedom”).
Documenting the American South (http://docsouth.unc.edu/)

Thurs. Feb 25. Omeka exhibits.

Readings:

Yoni Appelbaum, “The Great Illusion of Gettysburg (http://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/02/the-
great-illusion-of-gettysburg/238870/),” The Atlantic, February 5, 2012.
Omeka S user manual (https://omeka.org/s/docs/user-manual/)

In class:

Creating exhibits in Omeka.

Assignment: Create a coherent Omeka exhibit that tells a story about some aspect of Reconstruction. You may draw on
other people’s items, but be sure not to modify any but your own. The exhibit should include a minimum of five items, each
with metadata and in most cases with images. Link these items together with prose. You are practicing not just the
technology behind Omeka, but the craft of writing for the web.

Tues. Mar. 2. Free labor.

Readings:

Foner, ch. 4 (“Ambiguities of Free Labor”).
The Freedmen’s Bureau Online (http://freedmensbureau.com/).

In class: Discussing your exhibits.

Thurs. Mar. 4. Databases.

Before class: Sign up for a free account on Airtable (https://airtable.com/).

Readings:

“Spreadsheet Thinking vs Database Thinking (https://eagereyes.org/basics/spreadsheet-thinking-vs-database-
thinking).”
Mark Merry, Designing Databases for Historical Research (http://port.sas.ac.uk/mod/book/view.php?id=75),
especially part D.
Lev Manovich, “Database as a Genre of New Media (http://vv.arts.ucla.edu/AI_Society/manovich.html),” AI & Society
14 (2000).

In class: Working with no more than four people in a group, create a database that digitizes elements from the Freedmen’s
Bureau. Decide on the schema of the database, i.e., which tables will hold which content. Enter a few items each to make
sure that your database model actually fits the data. Have the structure of your database complete by next Thursday for
review in class. Be prepared to talk in class about the decisions that you made.

Tues. Mar. 9. Presidential Reconstruction.

Readings:

Foner, ch. 5 (“The Failure of Presidential Reconstruction”).

Thurs. Mar 11. Radical Reconstruction. Databases continued.

Readings:
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Foner, ch. 6 (“The Making of Radical Reconstruction”).

In class: Working on database assignment.

Assignment: Working in your group of no more than four people, finalize your database model. Each person should
contribute at least fifteen records (i.e. rows) to the database. Make sure that each person’s contributions are marked in a
column. Each person should write his or her own blog post, including a link to the publicly available database. The post
should explain the decisions you made in normalizing the data. Submit the link to your blog post to Blackboard.

Tues. Mar. 16. Midterm examination.

Exam to be given online. Details to be announced.

Thurs. Mar 18. Georeferencing.

Before class:

Pick a map from the period of Reconstruction, preferably including your state, from the David Rumsey Map Collection
(http://www.davidrumsey.com/).
Create an account at MapWarper (http://mapwarper.net/).

Readings:

Richard White, “What is Spatial History? (http://web.stanford.edu/group/spatialhistory/cgi-bin/site/pub.php?id=29).”
Atlas of the Historical Geography of the United States (http://dsl.richmond.edu/historicalatlas/).
Georectification (http://lincolnmullen.com/projects/spatial-workshop/georectification.html) from “Spatial
Humanities Workshop.”

In class:

David Rumsey Map Collection (http://www.davidrumsey.com).
NYPL Building Inspector (http://buildinginspector.nypl.org/).
Ben Schmidt’s subway maps (http://benschmidt.org/dcmetro/).

Assignment: Georeference your historical map. Embed it in a blog post, and write a post explaining what you learned from
the map and how georeferencing maps might be useful for understanding Reconstruction. Be sure to include a citation to
the map and acknowledge any permissions that have been granted to use it.

Tues. Mar. 23. Southern politics.

Readings:

Foner, ch. 7 (“Blueprints for a Republican South”).
Mapping Occupation (http://mappingoccupation.org/)

Thurs. Mar 25. Mapping.

Before class:

Look over StoryMap.js (https://storymap.knightlab.com/?utm_source=syndicate&utm_campaign=onextrapixel-
oct2016&utm_medium=post)

Readings:

Stephen Robertson, “Putting Harlem on the Map (http://quod.lib.umich.edu/d/dh/12230987.0001.001/1:8/--
writing-history-in-the-digital-age?g=dculture;rgn=div1;view=fulltext;xc=1#8.2),” Writing History in the Digital Age,
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edited by Jack Dougherty and Kristen Nawrotzki (2012).
Data Maps (http://lincolnmullen.com/projects/spatial-workshop/data-maps.html)

Assignment: Using sources you have already gathered, create a narrative map of Reconstruction using StoryMap.js. The
map should clearly communicate its subject and develop as a narrative across space. Embed the map in a blog post, and
write about what you learned from making the map and the map itself.

Tues. Mar. 30. Economics of Reconstruction.

Readings:

Foner, ch. 8 (“Reconstruction: Political and Economic”).
Mining the Dispatch (http://dsl.richmond.edu/dispatch/)

Thurs. Apr. 1. Text mining.

Before class: Experiment with either Google Books or Bookworm.

Readings:

Ted Underwood, “Where to Start with Text Mining (http://tedunderwood.com/2012/08/14/where-to-start-with-text-
mining/),” The Stone and the Shell, August 14, 2012.
Dan Cohen, “Searching for the Victorians (http://www.dancohen.org/2010/10/04/searching-for-the-victorians/),”
October 4, 2010.

In class:

Google Books Ngrams Viewer (https://books.google.com/ngrams).
Brigham Young University, Corpus of Historical American English (http://corpus.byu.edu/coha/) and Time Corpus
(http://corpus.byu.edu/time/).
Bookworm (http://bookworm.culturomics.org/), especially Chronicling America.

Assignment: Write a blog post about what you learned using text analysis tools. You should include screenshots of
visualizations from at least two visualization tools. You can use Google Books as we did in class, or you can use one of the
others linked on the syllabus. Search for key terms in the history of Reconstruction of slavery. Embed these visualizations in
a blog post. What did you learn from this distant reading of texts? What does this approach reveal that other methods do
not?

Tues. Apr. 6. Enforcing Reconstruction. Black political conventions.

Readings:

Foner, ch. 9 (“The Challenge of Enforcement”).
Colored Conventions (http://coloredconventions.org/).

Thurs. Apr. 8. Visualization.

Before class: Create a free account at Tableau Public (https://public.tableau.com/en-us/s/).

Readings:

Fred Gibbs, “Gentle Introduction to Historical Data Analysis (http://fredgibbs.net/extras/text-mining-digital-
poster/).”
John Theibault, “Visualizations and Historical Arguments
(http://quod.lib.umich.edu/d/dh/12230987.0001.001/1:8/--writing-history-in-the-digital-age?
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g=dculture;rgn=div1;view=fulltext;xc=1#8.1),” in Writing History in the Digital Age, edited by Kristen Nawrotzki and
Jack Dougherty (University of Michigan Press, 2013).
Explore the visualizations created by Mike Bostock (http://bost.ocks.org/mike/).

In class:

Minard map in French (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Joseph_Minard#/media/File:Minard.png) (higher
quality) and English (http://www.datavis.ca/gallery/minard/minard-odt.jpg).

Assignment: Using the datasets provided, create at least two visualizations. Be sure to include titles and captions, with
citations to the data. What did your visualizations show you that you didn’t see before? What kinds of literacy do your
visualizations require? Embed the visualizations in a blog post where you answer these questions.

Tues. Apr. 13. Reconstruction in the North.

Readings:

Foner, ch. 10 (“The Reconstruction of the North”).
William G. Thomas III and Edward L. Ayers, “The Differences Slavery Made: A Close Analysis of Two American
Communities,” American Historical Review 108, no. 5 (December 1, 2003): 1299–1307, doi:10.1086/587017.

Thurs. Apr. 15. Sustainability, ethics, security.

Readings:

Kieran Healy, “Using Metadata to Find Paul Revere (http://kieranhealy.org/blog/archives/2013/06/09/using-
metadata-to-find-paul-revere/),” June 9, 2013.
Dan Goodin, “Why passwords have never been weaker (http://arstechnica.com/security/2012/08/passwords-under-
assault/),” Ars Technica, August 20, 2012.
Mat Honan, “How Apple and Amazon Security Flaws Led to My Epic Hacking (http://www.wired.com/2012/08/apple-
amazon-mat-honan-hacking/),” Wired, August 6, 2012.
Mat Honan, “How I Resurrected My Digital Life After an Epic Hacking (http://www.wired.com/2012/08/mat-honan-
data-recovery/),” Wired, August 17, 2012.
Jennifer Howard, “Born Digital, Projects Need Attention to Survive (http://www.chronicle.com/article/Born-Digital-
Projects-Need/143799),” Chronicle of Higher Education, January 6, 2014.
Dan Cohen and Roy Rosenzweig, “Preserving Digital History (http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/preserving/),” in
Digital History (2006).

In class:

Internet Archive (https://archive.org/)
Wayback Machine (https://archive.org/web/)

Assignment: Pick one of the following two topics and write a blog post in answer to these questions. Topic 1: How
sustainable is the digital work that you have done in this course. What would it take to sustain each of the assignments that
you have completed? Which of the assignments are you able to export from the web services where you created them?
Topic 2: How secure is your digital life? Who has access to your information? What kinds of things might hackers,
corporations, or states be able to figure out about you from that information?

Tues. Apr. 20. Economics of Reconstruction.

Readings:

Foner, ch. 11 (“The Politics of Depression”).
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America’s Public Bible (http://americaspublicbible.org/).

Before the next class: Sign up for a free account at Observable (https://observablehq.com).

Thurs. Apr. 22. Programming, machine learning, and algorithms.

Readings:

Paul Ford, “What is Code (https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2015-paul-ford-what-is-code/),” Business Week,
June 11, 2015.
Matthew Kirschenbaum, “Hello Worlds (http://chronicle.com/article/Hello-Worlds/5476),” January 23, 2009.
Jeff Atwood, “Please Don’t Learn to Code (http://blog.codinghorror.com/please-dont-learn-to-code/),” Coding
Horror, May 15, 2012.
Ian Bogost, “The Cathedral of Computation (http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2015/01/the-
cathedral-of-computation/384300/),” The Atlantic, January 15, 2015.
Lev Manovich, “The Algorithms of Our Lives (http://chronicle.com/article/The-Algorithms-of-Our-Lives-/143557/),”
Chronicle of Higher Education, December 16, 2013.

In class: Programming in JavaScript.

Tues. Apr. 27. Redemption.

Readings:

Foner, ch. 12 (“Redemption and After”) and epilogue (“The River Has Its Bend”).
Library of Congress Reconstruction resources (https://www.loc.gov/topics/content.php?subcat=8)

Thurs. Apr. 29. Conclusion.

In class: How Reconstruction has shaped our present.

Tuesday, May 4: Final exam, 1:30pm–4:15pm
Exam to be given online. Details to be announced.

Fine print
This syllabus may be updated online as necessary. The online version of this syllabus is the only authoritative version.

Follow the GMU COVID-19 safety protocols (https://www2.gmu.edu/safe-return-campus) at all times.

You are expected to attend each class and to participate actively (exceptions made only for health reasons, religious
holidays, and other university-approved excuses). Whether or not students attend class consistently is the best indicator of
how well they will do in the class.

As a courtesy to you to help you with the online or hybrid format of the course, I will share my slides and recordings of our
Zoom sessions for the most recent class periods. These are intended to supplement, not replace, attendance in class. By
accessing these materials, you agree not to distribute them to anyone outside the course.

Computers, phones, and the like are to be used only for course work while class is in session. Grades may be reduced due
to repeated absences. Complete all the readings before the start of each class. No unexcused late work will be accepted.
No work will be accepted after the last day of class unless specifically assigned. I will discuss grades only in conversation
during office hours, not over email.
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Class communications will be sent to your GMU email account, which you must check. You should also check the course
Slack group regularly, and be logged into it during class if you are not in the classroom in-person.

Unless otherwise specified, you should work on your own for assignments. In general, every source that you use should be
acknowledged in a note or bibliography entry. Sources must be adequately paraphrased, meaning (at a minimum) that word
choice, sentence and paragraph structure, and the order of ideas must be made your own. Whenever you use others’ exact
words, you must mark them as such by quotation marks or block quotations with accompanying citations. Plagiarism
consists of presenting the writing, research, or analysis of others as one’s own. It applies not only to using the text of
another author’s work verbatim without quotation marks and accurate citations but also to the taking of specific
information, analysis or opinions—even if not in the exact words of the author—and presenting them without citation in one’s
own paper. Any instance of plagiarism will result in, at minimum, the student receiving a grade of 0 on this paper, and the
student will not be given the opportunity to rewrite the paper.

George Mason University has an Honor Code (https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/), which requires all members of this
community to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. Cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing
are all prohibited. All violations of the Honor Code will be reported to the Honor Committee.

See the George Mason University catalog (http://catalog.gmu.edu/) for general policies, as well as the university statement
on diversity (http://ctfe.gmu.edu/professional-development/mason-diversity-statement/).

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of
Disability Resources (https://ds.gmu.edu/) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that
office.

Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in this class. Schedule adjustments should be made by the deadlines
published in the Schedule of Classes. (Deadlines each semester are published in the Schedule of Classes available from the
Registrar’s website (https://registrar.gmu.edu/).)

HIST 390 is taught by many people at George Mason, and I have borrowed assignments, readings, and the structure of the
course from syllabi by Erin Bush, Dan Cohen, Amanda French, Mills Kelly, Sharon Leon, Mike O’Malley, Abby Mullen, and
Stephen Robertson.
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