
HIST 272: Modern Latin America 

Spring 2021 

Mondays/Wednesdays: 12:00-1:15 pm 

Dr. Daniel Richter 

drichter@gmu.edu 

Office Hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 11 am-12 pm and gladly by appointment. 

Zoom: https://gmu.zoom.us/j/9164614372 

This course is an introductory survey of modern Latin America that explores the history of the 

region from the era of Latin American independence in the early 19th century to the present day. 

The course will advance chronologically and thematically to provide students with both 

conceptual and historical tools to comprehend Latin America as central to the making of the 

modern world, the hemispheric history of the Americas, the global Cold War, and the late 20th 

and early 21st centuries. In our course lectures and readings, we will explore how the interplay of 

European, indigenous, African, and mestizo traditions have shaped politics, culture, and 

economics in Latin America. We will also focus on how the histories of slavery and 

emancipation, revolutionary politics, populisms, state terrorism, democratization, and cultural 

production have all shaped Latin America. 

Please note that the course's lectures will be primarily asynchronous and you will be able to 

listen to them at your convenience each week. During the first week of class, we will meet on 

Mondays to go over the syllabus and then engage with the opening course content and you will 

have online lectures to listen to the first week. We will also meet on the second Monday of the 

semester through Zoom. Subsequently, we will meet every other Monday through the rest of the 

semester to discuss course readings and analyze contemporary events in Latin America that 

connect to the course's themes. Each week there will be a pair of online lectures that are 

generally 25 to 35 minutes in-length. There are also several documentaries that are required 

viewing throughout the semester. I will send out emails every Monday explaining the agenda for 

the week and looking ahead to the following week. Given the circumstances of online education 

versus lecturing simply through Zoom, I believe this blended format offers a useful model. 

The course assignments include readings, short online discussion responses, viewing of visual 

sources, examinations, and a written paper. The course readings are included on Blackboard in 

course folders for each and we also have our four required books listed below. Through this 

coursework, students will gain a familiarity with the major historical periods, problems, 

processes, and historical figures of modern Latin America. By the conclusion of the course, 

students should be able to demonstrate an ability to articulate and develop a historical argument 

about key problems of modern Latin American history based upon a variety of primary and 

secondary sources. 

https://gmu.zoom.us/j/9164614372


 

Required Texts: 

- Marixa Lasso, Myths of Harmony: Race and Republicanism during the Age of Revolution, 

Colombia, 1795-1831 (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2007)  

- Mariano Azuela, The Underdogs, translated by Sergio Waisman (New York: Penguin Press, 

2008) 

- Lina Penna Sattamini, A Mother's Cry: A Memoir of Politics, Prison, and Torture Under the 

Brazilian Military Dictatorship (Durham: Duke University Press, 2010) 

- Mark Danner, The Massacre at El Mozote (New York: Vintage, 1994) 

Course Assignments: 

By each Wednesday afternoon, the professor will post an online assignment to the course 

website. Before the following Monday at 12 pm, all students are required to submit a two to 

three paragraph response to the posted assignment. A typical online response will ask for a 

response to the coming week's required course reading or a primary source connected to the 

week's theme. You are required to write a total of ten weekly responses during the semester but 

are required to write the first four responses which will include two prompts during Week Two. 

After completing the response for Week Four, you may choose six more responses to complete. I 

will provide an early discussion grade based on your first four responses and will then provide a 

grade at the end of this semester. If any of this is not clear, please ask me about it in class or 

through email. 

The Midterm will be held in class in Week Six. The exam will cover materials presented during 

the first half of the course. 

The Course Paper of 5 to 6 pages is due in Week 14. The topic of this paper is to either write a 

critical review of one of the course films or a critical book review of either Sattamini or Danner 

for understanding Latin America's Cold War.  

The Final Examination will be cumulative in scope, with emphasis placed on materials 

presented during the second half of the course. An examination guide will be distributed prior to 

the exam. 

All students are encouraged to seek out the professor for guidance in writing well-organized and 

engaging papers. Outlines and/or rough drafts are always welcome. 

Grade Breakdown: 

Discussion: 25% 



Midterm: 25% 

Paper: 25% 

Final Exam: 25% 

Blackboard 

We will use Blackboard for this course which you can access at: http://mymasonportal.gmu.edu.  

I will send out regular course announcements and the Zoom link for each Monday class through 

Blackboard. In order to log onto Blackboard, please click on the “courses” tab. You will see 

HIST 272. Your username and password is the same as those you use for your Mason email 

account. You must have consistent access to an internet connection to complete the assignments 

in this course and you must have a microphone and a camera to use with your computer. 

Learning Objectives 

This class has the following learning objectives and requirements: 

1. Being able to identify primary and secondary sources and place them in historical context.  

2. Building the skills to identify an author’s arguments and discuss their significance. 

3. Understand the role of Latin America and Latin Americans in the global history of the 19th, 

20th, and 21st centuries. 

4. Understand the role played by race, class, and gender in the creation of the modern world. 

This course meets the requirements of the Mason Global Core requirement. 

The goal of the global understanding category is to help students see the world from multiple 

perspectives, reflect upon their positions in a global society, and be prepared for future 

engagement as global citizens. While it may include a historical perspective, global 

understanding courses focus primarily on a contemporary understanding of one’s place in a 

global society. 

Grading scale: 

A = 93.00 - 100% A- = 89.50 - 92.99% B+ = 87 - 89.49% 

B = 83 - 86.99% 

B- = 80 - 82.99% C+ = 77.00 - 79.99% 

C= 73 - 76.99% C- = 70 - 72.99% D + 60 - 69.99% F = 0 - 59.99% 



Class policies: 

1) Please try to keep your video on during synchronous meetings so that we can all see each 

other during class discussions. 

2) I reserve the right to record the class discussions if that becomes useful to you all.  

3) You are responsible for keeping track of assignments and the class schedule. 

4) If you need an extension for a paper assignment please email me at least 24 hours ahead of the 

deadline. If you do not, I cannot guarantee you will get the extension.  

4) If you hand in late work without arranging for an extension I will deduct points.  

5) If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please 

notify me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at (703) 993-2474. All academic 

accommodations must be arranged through that office. 

Honor Code: 

George Mason has an honor code and you are expected to adhere to it. It is as follows: “To 

promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members 

of the George Mason University community and with the desire for greater academic and 

personal achievement, we, the student members of the university community, have set forth this 

honor code: Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, 

plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.” (https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-

code/) 

If I suspect plagiarism or other forms of cheating I will submit my findings to the Honor 

Committee immediately. Thus it is best if you consult me with any questions about plagiarism 

before you hand in an assignment, rather than afterwards because I cannot help you then. 

Composition Program Statement on Plagiarism (https://oai.gmu.edu/faculty-resource- 

center/syllabus-language-2/): 

Plagiarism means using words, opinions, or factual information from another source without 

giving that source credit. Writers give credit through the use of accepted documentation styles, 

such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or endnotes; a simple listing of books, articles, and 

websites is not sufficient. 

This class will include direct instruction in strategies for handling sources as part of our 

curriculum. However, students in composition classes must also take responsibility for 

understanding and practicing the basic principles listed below. 



To avoid plagiarism and meet the expectations of an academic audience to give their readers a 

chance to investigate the issue further, and make credible arguments, writers must: 

• put quotation marks around, and give an in-text citation for, any sentences or distinctive 

phrases that writers copy directly from any outside source. 

• completely rewrite—not just switch out a few words—any information they find in a separate 

source and wish to summarize or paraphrase for their readers, and provide an in-text citation for 

that paraphrased information 

• give an in-text citation for any facts, statistics, or opinions which the writers learned from 

outside sources (or which they just happen to know) and which are not considered “common 

knowledge” in the target audience (this may require new research to locate a credible outside 

source to cite) 

• give a new in-text citation for each element of information—that is, do not rely on a single 

citation at the end of a paragraph, because that is not usually sufficient to inform a reader clearly 

of how much of the paragraph comes from an outside source. 

Writers must also include a Works Cited or References list at the end of their essay, providing 

full bibliographic information for every source cited in their essay. While different disciplines 

may have slightly different citation styles, and different instructors may emphasize different 

levels of citation for different assignments, writers should always begin with these conservative 

practices unless they are expressly told otherwise. 

If student writers ever have questions about a citation practice, they should ask their instructor! 

Instructors in the Composition Program support the Mason Honor Code, which requires them to 

report any suspected instances of plagiarism to the Mason Honor Committee. All judgments 

about plagiarism are made after careful review by the Honor Committee, which may issue 

penalties ranging from grade-deductions to course failure to expulsion from GMU. 

Course Schedule 

Week One (1/25/1/27): Course Introduction and Independence in Latin America/ Simón 

Bolívar's World 

Readings: 

- Thomas Holloway, “Latin America: What’s in a Name?” in A Companion to Latin American 

History (Wiley/Blackwell, 2008), pp. 1-8. 

- José Moya, “Latin America: the limitations and meaning of a historical category,” in 

Oxford Handbook of Latin American History (Oxford University Press, 2011), pp. 1-24. 



- Simon Bolivar, "Address at the Congress of Angostura, “Decree for the Emancipation of the 

Slaves," and “Letter to General Francisco de Paula Santander: On Slave Recruitment”. 

Week Two (2/1-2/3): Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay During Independence and the Early 

Republican Era/Caudillismo in the 19th Century Latin America 

- Marixa Lasso, Myths of Harmony, 1-67. 

- Hendrik Kraay, Days of National Festivity in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 1823-1889. Stanford: 

Stanford University Press, 2013), Introduction and Chapter One, pp. 1-52. 

Week Three (2/8-2/10) Global Migration and Labor in the Alluvial Age/Brazilian and Cuban 

Independence in the 19th Century 

- Lasso, Myths of Harmony, 68-160. 

- Domingo Sarmiento, “Civilization or Barbarism?” and Juan Bautista Alberdi, “Immigration as 

a means of progress,” in The Argentina Reader, Duke University Press, 2002, pp. 80- 90 and 95-

101. 

 Week Four (2/15-2/17): Railroads and Capitalism in 19th Century Latin America/State Building 

and Public Spectacle in Latin America 

- Ori Preuss, "Brazil into Latin America: The Demise of Slavery and Monarchy as Transnational 

Events," Luso-Brazilian Review, Volume 49, Number 1, 2012, pp. 96-126 

- José Martí, “Our America” in José Martí Reader, Ocean Press, 2007, pp. 120-129. 

Week 5 (2/22-2/24): The Mexican Revolution/U.S-Latin American Relations in the late 19th and 

early 20th Centuries 

Readings: 

- “Plan de Ayala” and “The Constitution of 1917,” in The Mexico Reader, Duke University 

Press, 2002, pp. 339-343 and 398-402. 

- Mariano Azuela, The Underdogs: A Novel of the Mexican Revolution (1915) (translated by 

Sergio Waisman), Penguin Classics (2008) 

- Catherine LeGrand, ""Living in Macondo: Economy and Culture in a United Fruit Banana 

Enclave in Colombia," in Close Encounters of Empire: Writing the Cultural History of U.S.-

Latin American Relations, ed. G.M. Joseph, C.C. LeGrand, and R.D. Salvatore (Durham: Duke 

University Press, 1998), pp. 333-368. 

Viewing: 



The Storm that Swept Mexico: https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=pVWcgOcvgV0 

Week 6 (3/1-3/3): Midterm/The Great Depression in Latin America 

Reading: 

- Paulo Drinot, "Introduction," in The Great Depression in Latin America, eds. Alan Knight 

and Paulo Drinot (Durham: Duke University Press, 2014), 1-22. 

Week 7 (3/8-3/10): Populism, Culture, and State Politics in Argentina, Brazil, and Mexico/ Latin 

America and the Global Cold War in the 1950s 

Reading: 

- Daniel James, "October 17th and 18th, 1945: Mass Protest, Peronism and the Argentine 

Working Class," Journal of Social History, Vol. 21, No. 3 (Spring, 1988), pp. 441-461. 

-- Nick Cullather, Secret History: The CIA’s Classified Account of Its Operations in Guatemala, 

1952-1954, 2nd ed., (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2006), Foreword and Chapter One.  

Week 8 (3/15-3/17): Development and Dependency in Latin America/The Cuban Revolution 

Readings:  

- Fernando Henrique Cardoso and Enzo Faletto, Dependency and Development, University of 

California Press, 1979, pp. 1-7 and 8-28. 

- Fidel Castro, “History Will Absolve Me,” on course website. 

Viewing: 

Fidel! directed by Saul Landau (1968), https://tubitv.com/movies/169496/fidel 

Week 9 (3/22-3/24): Latin America in the Global 1960s/ Democracy and Dictatorship in Brazil 

and Chile 

Readings: 

- Valeria Manzano, "The Blue Jean Generation: Youth, Gender, and Sexuality in Buenos Aires, 

1958-1975," Journal of Social History 42, no. 3 (Spring 2009): 657-677. 

Viewing: 

- Chile, Obstinate Memory, directed by Patricio Guzman (1997) 

Available: https://www.nfb.ca/film/chile_obstinate_memory/ 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=pVWcgOcvgV0
https://www.nfb.ca/film/chile_obstinate_memory/


Week 10 (3/29-3/31): State Terrorism in Latin America/Human Rights, Redemocratization, and 

Neoliberalism in Latin America 

Readings: 

- Maryssa Navarro, “The Personal is Political: Las Madres de Plaza de Mayo,” in Susan 

Eckstein, ed. Power and Popular Protest: Latin American Social Movements (University of 

California Press, 2001), pp. 241-258. 

- Lina Sattamini, A Mother's Cry, all. 

Viewing: 

The Mother of the Plaza de Mayo (1985), directed by Lourdes Portillo and Susana Blaustein 

Muñoz available streaming through GMU library. 

Week 11 (4/5-4/7): State Terrorism and Civil War in Central America/Terrorism and State 

Violence in Peru 

Readings: 

- Mark Danner, The Massacre at El Mozote, 1-84. 

Listening: This American Life, “What Happened at Dos Erres?” from May 25, 2012. Available 

at: https://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/465/what-happened-at-dos-erres 

Week 12 (4/12-4/14): Urban and Environmental Inequalities in Latin America/ Neoliberalism 

and Economic Crisis in Latin America 

- Finish Danner, Massacre at El Mozote. 

- Bryan McCann, "Troubled Oasis: The Intertwining Histories of the Morro dos Cabritos and 

Bairro Peixoto," in Cities from Scratch: Poverty and Informality in Urban Latin America, eds 

Brodwyn Fischer, Bryan McCann, and Javier Auyero (Durham: Duke University Press, 2014), 

102-126.  

- William Finnegan, "Leasing the Rain," The New Yorker, April 8, 2002, 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2002/04/08/leasing-the-rain 

Week 13 (4/19-4/21): U.S.-Latin American Relations After the Cold War/The Pink Tide 

Readings: 

- Raul Madrid, "The Rise of Ethnopopulism in Latin America," World Politics Vol. 60, No 3 

(April 2008), pp. 475-508. 

https://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/465/what-happened-at-dos-erres
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2002/04/08/leasing-the-rain


Week 14 (4/26-4/28): From Lula to Bolsonaro/Democracy and Authoritarianism in 21st Century 

Latin America 

 Readings: 

-Nick Caistor, “Latin America: The Pink Tide Turns”, BBC News, December 11, 2015, available: 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-35060390 

- Benjamin A. Cowan "Holy Ghosts of Brazil’s Past", NACLA Report on the Americas, Vol. 48, 

No. 4 (2016), 346-352. 

Viewing: 

The Edge of Democracy, directed by Petra Costa (2019) 

Paper due electronically by 5 pm through Blackboard on 4/28. 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-35060390

