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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

In this course, we will study economic development; we’ll put a particular focus on the macro-level 

determinants of economic growth such as the role of capital accumulation, population growth, human 

capital, technology, institutions, culture but also deep geographic and historical determinants. The two 

guiding questions are: “Why are some countries poor” and “What policies may help to alleviate poverty 

and increase human well-being?”  

COURSE PREREQUISITES 
The course prerequisites listed on the catalog are Econ 103 or Econ 104. If you have not taken either of 

these courses please let me know in the first week of this class. A core part of this course is reading research 

papers. You’ll therefore have to be able to read and understand that will contain economic (mathematical) 

models and statistical analysis.  

 

MODALITIES 
Due to the COVID-related changes, this course will be an online course; there will thus be no in-person 

meetings. Lectures will be delivered “asynchronously” – meaning that each week on Wednesday evenings 

I will upload new course materials to blackboard. This course material will mostly contain recorded 

lectures, videos, reading assignments and graded homework assignments. Please thoroughly work 

through this material. I will also hold bi-weekly virtual class sessions on Zoom (always Wednesdays at 8 

pm). This is your opportunity to ask questions about the lectures, homework, and exams. These Zoom 

meetings will be recorded in case you cannot participate live. The first one will be on Wed., Feb. 3. (See 

more detailed schedule below). 

 

EVALUATION  
Your course grade will be based on the following: 

Two Midterm Exams:   40% (20% each) 

Homework assignments / Quizzes 30% 

Final Exam    30% 

All exams and homework assignments will be online. 

OFFICE HOURS 
There will be no in-person office hours. I encourage you to contact me via e-mail. 

COURSE MATERIAL 
There is no required text book for this course. Instead we’ll draw on various material including lecture 

notes, recordings, readings. Two books that we’ll draw on are:  

 

Easterly, W. The Elusive Quest for Growth. MIT Press, Cambridge MA, 2001. 



Banerjee, A. and Duflo, E. Poor Economics: A Radical Rethinking of the Way to Fight Global 

Poverty. PublicAffairs, 2011 

 

Students who have not taken both Econ 103 and Econ 104 yet are recommended to purchas a copy of 

 

Cowen, T. and A. Tabarrok. Modern Principles: Macroeconmics. Worth Publishers, New York, 

2011. 

 

Another resource that we will make use of is Marginal Revolution University—an online course in 

development economics run by my colleagues Tyler Cowen and Alex Tabarrok. 

 

 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
Here you’ll see a tentative outline of the course.  

 

Week Date Topics 

1 Wed 

Jan 27 

Introduction (Material uploaded) 

 

2 Wed 

Feb 03 

Capital’s Role in Production (Material uploaded) 

• Live Session on Zoom (8 pm) 

3 Wed 

Feb 10 

Population and Economic Growth (Material upload) 

 

4 Wed 

Feb 17 

Human Capital and Economic Growth (Material upload) 

• Live Session on Zoom (8 pm) 

5 Wed 

Feb 24 

MIDTERM I (8 PM) 

Technology and Growth (Material upload) 

6 Wed 

Mar 03 

Geography, Climate and Natural Resources (Material upload) 

• Live Session on Zoom (8 pm) 

7 Wed 

Mar 10 

Institutions, I (Material upload) 

 

8 Wed 

Mar 17 

Institutions, II (Material upload) 

• Live Session on Zoom (8 pm) 

9 Wed 

Mar 24 

MIDTERM II (8 PM)  

Culture, I (Material upload) 

10 Wed 

Mar 31 

Culture, II (Material upload) 

• Live Session on Zoom (8 pm) 

11 Wed 

Apr 07 

Health (Material upload) 

 

12 Wed 

Apr 14 

Capital and Microfinance (Material upload) 

• Live Session on Zoom (8 pm) 

13 Apr 21 FINAL EXAM (8 PM) 

 

 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 



Disability Services at George Mason University is committed to providing equitable access to learning 

opportunities for all students by upholding the laws that ensure equal treatment of people with disabilities. 

If you are seeking accommodations for this class, please first visit http://ds.gmu.edu/ for detailed 

information about the Disability Services registration process. Then please discuss your approved 

accommodations with me. I am glad to make accommodations for students with disabilities. Disability 

Services is located in Student Union Building I (SUB I), Suite 2500. Email: ods@gmu.edu | Phone: (703) 

993-2474 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
It is expected that students adhere to the George Mason University Honor Code as it relates to integrity 

regarding coursework and grades.  The Honor Code reads as follows: ”To promote a stronger sense of 

mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of the George Mason University 

community and with the desire for greater academic and personal achievement, we, the student members 

of the University Community have set forth this: Student members of the George Mason University 

community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal and/or lie in matters related to academic work.”  More 

information about the Honor Code, including definitions of cheating, lying, and plagiarism, can be found 

at the Office of Academic Integrity website at http://oai.gmu.edu 

 

http://oai.gmu.edu/honor-code/

