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Instructor: Adjunct Faculty, Professor Solette Magnelli, smagnell@gmu.edu  

To schedule meetings, please email.  I check emails intermittently between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. 

daily. 

 

Introduction: This course will explore the historical evolution of domestic hate crimes. The 

material covered is intentionally chosen to facilitate a robust and realistic dialogue on this subject. 

This course covers a subject matter that is thought-provoking and socially uncomfortable. Any 

study of crime will potentially include graphic images, violent ideologies, and uncivil terminology, 

all of which may be offensive or distressing. This course will naturally lead to discussion and 

debate, but a respectful and professional demeanor is expected. The classroom is an inclusive 

environment in which all backgrounds and opinions are welcomed.  No recording of the lectures 

or peer discourse is permitted, including screenshots. This is an upper-division undergraduate 

course, typically intended for juniors; the difficulty and expectations of this class will be 

commensurate. 

 

Course objectives: This course will: survey the evolving definition and application of the term 

‘hate crime’ and its synonyms; will seek to identify gaps in measures meant to address hate crimes; 

distinguish hate speech, hate incidents, and hate groups; discuss the criminology and ideology of 

hate crimes; and discuss several pivotal legal and historical cases and events.   

 

Course Material, Resources, and Requirements:  

 

1) Current Events (‘Headlines’): Go to www.google.com/alerts, create an alert using the 

keywords ‘hate crime’, and choose the options for daily delivery from the United States 

region (all other options may stay at default selections). These will be discussed at the 

beginning of each class.   

2) Book: (‘UHC’) Understanding Hate Crimes, Acts, Motives, Offenders, Victims, and Justice 

by Turpin-Petrosino.  Exam questions will be drawn from this book (except from Chapters 8 

and 9, which will not be part of this class). 

3) Laws: U.S. Code: https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text; State Codes:  

https://codes.findlaw.com/ 

 

Grading:  

30% Class Participation (13 classes, total 100 points) Attendance (timely arrival and staying for 

entire class) and engaging in discussion (5 pts per class), and three in-class exercise (ICE#1: 5 

pts; ICE#2 & 3: 15 pts each)  

35% Midterm Exam (100 points) 

35% Final Exam (100 points) The exams will consist of short questions and essays. Exams will 

draw from the textbook, lectures, as well as video presentations and guest lectures.  

 

Scale A+ (100-98); A (97.9-94.5); A- (94.4-89.5); B+ (89.4-86.5); B (86.4-82.5); B- (82.4-79.5); 

C+ (79.4-76.5); C (76.4-72.5); C- (72.4-70); D (69.4-65); F (64.4-0). 
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Anticipated Schedule: Students must check their emails and attend class to learn of changes to 

the schedule, including exam dates.    

Date Anticipated Topic on date Preparation for class 

January   
27 Introduction and Framework; History, Part I UHC Chapter 1 

February   

3 History, Part II UHC Chapter 2 

10 History, Part III UHC Chapter 3 
17 In-Class Exercise 1 (Teach Back) UHC Chapter 4 

24 Asynchronous – TBD  
March   

3 MID-TERM  

10 In-Class Exercise 2 (Case Study) Group breakout 
17 In-Class Exercise 3 (Case Study) Group Breakout 

24 Guest/TX UHC Chapter 5 
31 Guest/CRD  

April   
7 Guest/F-MD UHC Chapter 6 

14 Guest/S-MD UHC Chapter 7 

21 Non-Traditionals  
28 Review and Wrap-Up  

May   
5 FINAL EXAM  

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

Email Only Mason e-mail accounts are used to communicate with enrolled students. Students must 
activate their Mason e-mail account, use it to communicate, and check it regularly for important 
information. I often send important information to the class via email; please check it regularly. 
 
Enrollment You are responsible for verifying your enrollment in this class, and schedule 
adjustments should be made by the deadlines published online.   
 
Grades Students will follow the Honor Code for all matters (https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-
code/). 
 
Accommodations If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, 
please contact Disability Services at 703.993.2474 or ds.gmu.edu for arrangements. 
 
Title IX As a GMU employee, I am designated as a “Responsible Employee” and must report all 
disclosures of sexual assault, interpersonal violence, and stalking to Mason’s Title IX Coordinator. 
You may also report such matters to 703-993-8730 or titleix@gmu.edu. 


