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Research Methods and Analysis in Criminology 
CRIM 315-003, 3 Credits, Spring 2021 

 
Instructor: Evan Lowder, Ph.D. Office: Online via Blackboard Collaborate 
Email: elowder@gmu.edu Office Hours: By appointment 

 
Course Overview:  
This course will provide an undergraduate overview of research methods and analysis used in the field of 
criminology and criminal justice. You will learn how to develop testable research questions and hypotheses, 
how to select research designs and procedures that can help you test those questions, and how to write 
about and present research to various audience. This course will focus on applied examples from criminal 
justice practice as well as empirical research in criminology. You will learn not only the foundational 
assumptions and methods in criminal justice research, but how these strategies have been used in applied 
research and practice to increase our understanding of human behavior, systems and processes, and 
effective interventions. Assigned textbook readings and recorded weekly lectures will provide a general 
overview of each week’s topic. Weekly live class sessions will provide a platform to consolidate information 
from lectures and assigned readings as well as provide space for peer and instructor feedback.  
 
This course is designated as a “Research and Scholarship (RS) Intensive Mason Impact course. As part of 
this designation, you will have the opportunity to demonstrate your applied research skills through a written 
research proposal and presentation of your proposed project.   
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 

1. Describe internal and external validity and explain how these concepts relate to research methods. 
2. Summarize key components of the research process. 
3. Interpret research findings from published articles and reports. 
4. Develop a research question and articulate a methodology to answer it through a written proposal. 

 
Course Description (from University Catalog): 
Provides an introduction to research design, methods, and analysis in the field of criminology. Students 
learn to understand, interpret, and critique quantitative and qualitative research approaches, and become 
intelligent consumers of research. Notes: This course does not meet the College's IT requirements. Limited 
to three attempts. 
 
Recommended Prerequisite: CRIM 100 
 
Required Text:  
Bachman, R. D., & Schutt, R. S. (2020). Fundamentals of research in criminology and criminal justice: 5th 
edition. Thousand Oaks: SAGE. ISBN-13: 978-1544374055 (Buy at Mason Bookstore: $75; Rent at Mason 
Bookstore: $47; Rent Bookstore – eTextbook: $60; Rent Amazon - eTextbook: $44) 
 
Required Technology:  
Students will need access to a computer with a reliable Internet connection and browser that meets 
minimum requirements for Blackboard: 
https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Student/Getting_Started/Browser_Support. Additionally, students must 
have a functional microphone and speaker; webcam is preferred.  
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Course Management: 
Blackboard will be used for live and recorded course lectures, assignment descriptions, readings, and all 
assignment submissions. To access Blackboard, navigate to https://mymasonportal.gmu.edu/ and login 
with your Mason NetID and password, then navigate to ‘Courses’ à ‘Spring 2021 à ‘202110.20241 
CRIM-315-DL3 (Spring 2021).’ 
 
Course Format: 
This course is designed with both a synchronous (i.e., live) and asynchronous (i.e., on-your-own) 
component. As part of this design, you will be responsible for the following each week: 
 

1) Watching Weekly Lectures: Prior to each live session, you will be responsible for watching and 
taking quizzes on pre-recorded lecture videos. For your own record, I highly recommend taking 
notes while watching lecture videos, which you can use in assignments, weekly quizzes, and your 
final research proposal. 
 

2) Completing Weekly Assignments: Prior to each live, Tuesday session, you will be responsible for 
completing a weekly written assignment. You will also be required to submit questions and 
answers to the “Research Proposal Q&A” discussion forum. These assignments are in addition to 
any assignments listed on the course schedule and are designed to help reinforce lecture content. 
All weekly assignments will be due by 7pm on the Monday prior to each Tuesday’s live session. 

 
3) Attending Weekly Live Sessions: Each Tuesday, we will meet as a class from 9:00 to 10:00am via 

Blackboard Collaborate. Blackboard Collaborate can be accessed via our Blackboard course 
website. Live sessions will provide more in-depth discussion of specific topics, facilitate group 
interaction and discussion, and allow you to receive peer feedback on assignments. 

 
This course plan is subject to change with advance notice. 
 
A Note About COVID-19: 
I acknowledge that this semester comes with unique challenges and uncertainties. If necessary, I will revise 
the course format and schedule to accommodate changing COVID-19 circumstances. You are encouraged 
to reach out and communicate with me regarding your changing individual circumstances. To the extent 
possible and working within the constraints of University policy, I will try to accommodate your needs to 
help you be successful in this course. 
 
Grading: 

A+  97-100% B+ 87-89% C+ 77-79% D 60-69%  
A  93-96% B 83-86% C 73-76% F    <60%  
A-  90-92% B- 80-82% C- 70-72%   

 
Note: Grades will not be automatically rounded (e.g., a 92.99 will be graded as an A-, not an A). 
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Course Requirements: 
 
Research Proposal (50% of final grade; 150 points) 
Your major assignment of the course will be an individual research proposal on a topic of your choosing. 
The research proposal and associated assignments will comprise half of your grade. Guidelines for this 
assignment are available on Blackboard. The research proposal grade will include five additional 
assignments throughout the semester that will help you make progress toward the final research proposal 
and provide opportunities for peer and instructor feedback. These assignments include: 

• Literature Review and Problem Statement (10 points) 
• Research Question(s) and Variables (10 points) 
• Sampling and Data Collection Strategy (10 points) 
• Research Design (10 points) 
• Proposal Draft (10 points) 

The final proposal will be worth 100 points and graded according to the rubric on Blackboard. Note, as part 
of the research proposal grade, we will have a “3-Minute Proposal” Contest during the final exam period. 
Participation in this event is required and will comprise 5% of your final research proposal grade. 
 
Weekly Coursework (40% of grade; 120 points) 
Prior to each live session, you will be responsible for completing several assignments. All weekly 
coursework will be due by 7pm on the Monday before each Tuesday’s live lecture.  

• Weekly Quizzes (10% of final grade; 30 points) 
o Weekly quizzes will be based on lecture and reading material. 

• Weekly Discussion Posts (10% of final grade; 30 points) 
o Throughout the research proposal process, you may find that you have questions about 

your research proposal topic, your proposed research methodologies, or how to write up a 
research proposal. Each week, you will have the opportunity to post questions or requests 
for feedback to be answered by peers and to provide answers or feedback to your peers. 
Over the course of the semester, you will be responsible for posting 10 questions (2 points 
each) and 10 responses to peer questions (1 points each). The purpose of this forum is to 
allow you to receive and provide feedback on your peers’ research proposals in real time 
(i.e., as questions arise). 

• Weekly Assignments (20% of final grade; 60 points) 
o Weekly assignments will provide you with the opportunity to demonstrate your 

understanding of key concepts discussed in lectures and readings as well as to apply what 
you have learned to real-life examples. All assignments should be submitted to Blackboard 
by 7pm on the Monday prior to Tuesdays live session. 
 

Weekly Live Session Participation (10%; 30 points) 
o Each week, you will have the opportunity to earn points toward your participation grade by 

attending and participating in synchronous sessions. Starting the week of February 2nd, 
you can earn up to 3 points toward your participation grade by attending and participating 
in each weekly live lecture. To earn full participation points, you must attend and 
participate in at least 10 live sessions. 
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My Expectations: 
• Communicate Regularly 

o I expect that you will communicate regularly with me regarding potential issues or 
roadblocks you are experiencing throughout the semester. If you are struggling, please 
reach out. It is much easier to make accommodations and provide assistance at the start 
of the semester than at the end of the semester. 

• Complete Weekly Assignments 
o I expect that you will complete weekly tasks and assignments prior to each week’s live 

session and that you will stay on top of all assignments and coursework. Lecture material 
and weekly assignments are designed to help you learn and understand the material. 

• Attend Live Sessions and Practice “Netiquette” 
o I expect that you will attend live course sessions. These sessions are going to be our 

primary form of interaction through the semester. As such, your participation and 
engagement is critical to making this course a success. See University guidelines on 
“netiquette” in online courses: https://masononline.gmu.edu/success/. Attendance and 
high-quality participation in live sessions may be considered in resolving borderline grades.  

• Be Timely 
o I expect that you will be on-time to each live session and that you will complete coursework 

on time. In turn, I will do my best to start live sessions on time and end live sessions on 
time and return graded assignments in a timely manner. 

• Complete Assigned Readings 
o I expect that you will complete all assigned readings. Adequate preparation for class is 

essential for active discussion and class participation. 
 
Contacting the Instructor: 
The best way to contact me is by email or via appointment. I am available to meet throughout the week via 
our Blackboard Collaborate “Office Hours” Session. Please email me if you would like to set up an 
appointment. I will check email regularly during the workweek. You can expect a response within 24-48 
hours of sending me an email during the workweek; however, there is no guarantee of a response over 
weekends and holidays. Be proactive! Do not save your questions or concerns until the last minute. 
 
Late Assignments:  
Late assignments will only be accepted in the case of a documented medical emergency or at my 
discretion 
 
Academic Misconduct Policy:  
Academic misconduct is a serious offense, and I will take seriously any instances of plagiarism in this 
course. Every assignment you submit via Blackboard Collaborate for this course is reviewed for possible 
plagiarism. If you are found responsible for academic misconduct, the default sanction will be a failing 
grade (i.e., “0” on that assignment). Exceptions to the policy will be made on a case by case basis. Acting 
with academic integrity means that you (1) submit your work and your work alone; 2) submit new work for 
this class (i.e., do not “recycle” previous assignments or self-plagiarize); and 2) use a documented citation 
style (e.g., APA style) to properly attribute the works and ideas of others. If you are ever in doubt, err on the 
side of over-citing. Please seek clarification from me when you are unclear about the rules or guidelines for 
a given assignment. You are expected to abide by the Mason Honor Code. For more information on the 
Honor Code, please see: https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/  
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Other Information: 
 
Religious Holidays: The Mason University Life calendar can be viewed here: https://ulife.gmu.edu/religious-
holiday-calendar/. It is your responsibility to let me know within the first two weeks of the semester the 
specific dates of religious holidays in which you will be absent due to religious holidays. 
 
Inclusive Classroom: I am committed to creating a respectful, just, and inclusive learning environment for 
students. I welcome and value students and their differences including as a function of race, economic 
status, gender expression and identity, sex, sexual orientation, ethnicity, national origin, first language, 
religion, age, and ability. You are encouraged to engage with material personally and to be open to 
exploring and learning from others who have experiences different from your own. 
 
Disability Services: Disability Services at George Mason University is committed to upholding the letter and 
spirit of the laws that ensure equal treatment of people with disabilities. Under the administration of 
University Life, Disability Services implements and coordinates reasonable accommodations and disability-
related services that afford equal access to university programs and activities. If you have an approved 
accommodation, please see me to discuss your accommodation. If you are looking to make an 
accommodation, you can begin the registration process with Disability Services at any time during your 
enrollment at George Mason University. If you are seeking accommodations, please visit http://ds.gmu.edu/ 
for detailed information about the Disability Services registration process. Disability Services is located in 
Student Union Building I (SUB I), Suite 2500. Email: ods@gmu.edu | Phone: (703) 993-2474 
 
Sexual Harassment, Sexual Misconduct, and Interpersonal Violence: As a faculty member and designated 
“Responsible Employee,” I am required to report all disclosures of sexual assault, interpersonal violence, 
and stalking to Mason’s Title IX Coordinator per university policy 1412. If you wish to speak with someone 
confidentially, please contact the Student Support and Advocacy Center (703-380-1434), Counseling and 
Psychological Services (703-993-2380), Student Health Services, or Mason’s Title IX Coordinator (703-
993-8730; cde@gmu.edu). 
 
Privacy: Students must use their MasonLive email account to receive University information, including 
communications related to this class. I will not respond to messages sent from or send messages to a non-
Mason email address. Student rights under FERPA can be found here: https://registrar.gmu.edu/ferpa/ 
 
All course materials posted to Blackboard or other course site are private; by federal law, any materials that 
identify specific students (via their name, voice, or image) must not be shared with anyone not enrolled in 
this class. Video recordings of class meetings that include audio or visual information from other students 
are private and must not be shared. Live Video Conference Meetings (i.e., Collaborate) that include audio 
or visual information from other students must be viewed privately and not shared with others in your 
household. 
 
Some kinds of participation in online study sites violate the Mason Honor code: these include accessing 
exam or quiz questions for this class; accessing exam, quiz, or assignment answers for this class; 
uploading of any of the instructor’s materials or exams; and uploading any of your own answers or finished 
work.  Always consult your syllabus and your professor before using these sites. 
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Course Attempts: There is a limit of three graded attempts for this course. A W does not count as a graded 
attempt. Please see AP.1.3.4 in the University Catalog and consult with your academic advisor if you have 
any questions. 
 
Support Resources: Please note that Mason has many resources to support students experiencing 
academic or personal difficulties. Below are specific resources that you may find helpful: 

• Keep Learning, Learning Services: https://learningservices.gmu.edu/keeplearning/ 
• University Libraries: https://.library.gmu.edu 
• Writing Center: https://writingcenter.gmu.edu 
• Counseling and Psychological Services: https://caps.gmu.edu 

 
A full list of resources can be found here: https://stearnscenter.gmu.edu/knowledge-center/knowing-mason-
students/student-support-resources-on-campus/ 
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Course Schedule (Subject to change with advance notice) 

 

*Assignments listed in syllabus do not include weekly assignments that should be completed prior to each class (with 
the exception of the week of January 26th). 

Date Topic Readings Due Assignments Due* 
Week 1: 1/26/21 (Tu) Introduction & Syllabus Syllabus on Blackboard Introduce Yourself! 
Week 2: 2/2/21 (Tu) Research in Criminal 

Justice Practice 
Bachman & Schutt Ch. 1  

Week 3: 2/9/21 (Tu) Research and Writing Bachman & Schutt Ch. 12 
USC Library Guides – 
“Organizing Your Social Sciences 
Research Paper” (on Blackboard) 

 

Week 4: 2/16/21 (Tu) Research Problems and 
Questions 

Bachman & Schutt Ch. 2  

Week 5: 2/23/21 (Tu) Ethics Bachman & Schutt Ch. 3 
Wingfield (2020) 
Konnikova (2015) 
 

(Proposal) 
Literature Review 
and Problem 
Statement 

Week 6: 3/2/21 (Tu) Measurement Bachman & Schutt Ch. 4  
Week 7: 3/9/21 (Tu) Sampling Bachman & Schutt Ch. 5 (Proposal) 

Research 
Questions and 
Variables 

Week 8: 3/16/21 (Tu) Experimental Research 
Designs 

Bachman & Schutt Ch. 6 (119-
130) 
Ayoub (2020) 

(Proposal) 
Sampling and Data 
Collection 

Week 9: 3/23/21 (Tu) Quasi-Experimental and 
Correlational Research 
Designs 

Bachman & Schutt Ch. 6 (131-
147) 

 

Week 10: 3/30/21 (Tu) Threats to Internal and 
External Validity 

Bachman & Schutt Ch. 6 (135-
140) 
 

 

Week 11: 4/6/21 (Tu) Survey Research Bachman & Schutt Ch. 7  
Week 12: 4/13/21 (Tu) Qualitative and Mixed 

Methods 
Bachman & Schutt Ch. 8 & Ch. 
11 

(Proposal) 
Research Design 

Week 13: 4/20/21 (Tu) Program Evaluation Bachman & Schutt Ch. 10 
Kilmer & Sussell (2015) 
 

Proposal Draft Due 

Week 14: 4/27/21 (Tu) Assorted Topics and New 
Trends 

Andresen et al. (2017) 
Chan & Moses (2016) 

Final Proposal Due 

Final Exam: 5/4/21 (Tu) 
8:30am-10:15am 

3-Minute Proposal Contest  3-Minute Proposal 
Due 


