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ARTH 342 -- DL1: HIGH RENAISSANCE ART IN ITALY, 1480-1570 
 

 
 

Welcome to our class! I’m Dr. Lisa Passaglia Bauman, and I will be your professor for this 
course.  This is my favorite class to teach at Mason.  I am trained as a Renaissance art 
historian and have worked at the Art Institute of Chicago and the National Gallery of Art 
here in Washington DC.  In both museums, I worked on exhibitions and researched 
objects, but my favorite task was taking people around on tours--the general public, US 
and foreign diplomats, even Tom Cruise.  (He really is short BTW).  I liked telling them 
stories, and historians are often the world’s best story-tellers.  This course tells the story 
of the 16th century, but I want to tell it in as truthful a manner as possible.  That means 
we are going to connect all the things that are going on in a specific place at a specific 
time, rather than study first one artist and then another.  In the end, I hope you’ll find a 
story of ambition and rivalry among both artists and patrons. 

 If you are wondering how this class will help you in the wider world, art history 
courses promote a number of skills that are crucial for success in the workplace:  

 Attention to detail 

 Critical thinking 

 Synthesis of different ideas into a coherent whole 

 Personal responsibility for time management and deadlines 

 The ability to form a nuanced perspective on different times and culture. 

I sincerely hope that you enjoy the material. Please feel free to contact me with 
questions, and I hope that you will email me for meetings using Blackboard Collaborate 
Ultra (see below) if/when you have questions.  

All best,  
Dr. Lisa Passaglia Bauman 
She/her/hers 
If you wish, please share your name and gender pronouns with me and how best to 
address you in online interactions and via email.  
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COURSE FORMAT: You have signed up to take a fully asynchronous class which means 
we not have any specific days or times when we all must meet in Zoom. Every Monday 
at NOON a new module will open with all of that week's materials available to 
you.  Since this is an art history class grounded in images, the primary course material 
will include voice-over Powerpoint lectures, but I will also include links to websites that 
will let us explore the physical context of some of our objects. 
 
HOW MUCH TIME IS THIS COURSE GOING TO TAKE: If we were meeting in person, this 
class would meet twice a week for 75 minutes. That’s a total of 150 minutes per week.  
In this online version, we will average about 80 minutes of video lecture per week. 
Mason is very clear about this; University guidelines say that students should “block out 
8 to 12 hours per week for each online class.” (https://masononline.gmu.edu/success/)   
 
Personally, I do not think ANYONE will be spending that much time on this class.  And 
you shouldn’t have to.  But I don’t want anyone to think that because this is an “art 
class” that there will be 30 minutes of video and a crayon drawing as an exam.  This 
class falls in the department of HISTORY, not Art, so you need to think of it as a history 
course and adjust your expectations accordingly. 
 
THAT MASON CORE ARTS REQUIREMENT: This class fulfills the Mason Core ARTS 
requirement (3 credits), but it is NOT a required class.  You can choose any of the 
approved 92 classes here at Mason that will satisfy that Gen Ed requirement.  Here is 
the list: https://catalog.gmu.edu/mason-core/mason-core.pdf  
 
So try this class out for a week: listen to the lectures, try the first assignment, and see if 
you like it.  If it doesn’t feel right to you, then please drop it and find something else that 
does.  I would hate to see any student be miserable in a class for 14 weeks thinking they 
had to stay because it was required.  It is not, and you are free to find something else 
that better suits. It is your education after all; have it your way. 
 
ASSESSMENT MECHANISMS (the work that you will be doing):   
To make things as simple and as organized as possible, ALL WORK will always be due on 
Monday BY NOON.  ALL EXAMS will always be open 48 hours from Saturday at noon to 
Monday at noon.  All Document sets will be due on Monday BY NOON. Monday NOON is 
our new best friend. 
 
1.  Exams (3). Worth 60% of your course grade 
Please read the detailed description of exams and exam protocol in the separate 
course document titled Exams.   
In brief though: 

 There are three exams; all are required. 

 Exams are based on the class lectures.  I will assume that you have read the 
assigned pages in the textbook BEFORE you start listening to the lectures. The 
textbook will provide background which will be essential for those of you who 

https://masononline.gmu.edu/success/
https://catalog.gmu.edu/mason-core/mason-core.pdf
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are new to art history and to this period. Lectures will both unpack the textbook, 
breaking it down into key works and terms for which you are responsible, and 
enlarge its scope so that the story of the 16th century is told.   

 I will post a study guide for each exam one week before the exam. 

 Exams will have three components: terms, slide comparisons, and essay 
questions.  

 Exams will be available starting on Saturday at noon.  You have a 48-hour period 
in which to work on an exam.  Exams must be turned in to Blackboard by 
Monday at NOON.   

 Because you can work on the exam as much as you want during the open 48-
hour period, I will set a minimum and a maximum word count for each question 
to help you set some boundaries for your work. There is a penalty for not 
meeting the word count or for failing to include the word count on your answer. 

 I will take an exam up to 24 hours late, BUT there is a stiff late penalty.  
 
2.  Document Sets (4 out of 6). Worth 25% of your course grade. 
Please read the detailed description of Document sets and their protocol in the 
separate course document titled Document Sets.   
In brief: 

 There are 6 Document Sets. Only FOUR (4) are required.  

 Document sets consist of questions to be answered based on a set of readings. 
Some of the readings are carefully selected art history articles, some are little 
collections of primary source documents.  Some of the questions will check that 
you have understood the main thesis; others will ask you to draw conclusions 
based on what you’ve read and can theorize.  That’s going to involve critically 
thinking about what is being discussed. 

 Document sets appear in modules 1, 2, 5, 8, 10, and 13; they will be available 
when that module opens on Monday at NOON; they always be due by the 
following Monday by NOON. 

o PAY ATTENTION HERE: These assignments start right away in this class; 
the first two happen in the first two weeks of the class!!!! (I do that 
deliberately so that your work load is lighter later in the semester when 
all your other classes are crushing.) 

 I will take a Document set essay up to 24 hours late, BUT there is a late penalty.  
 
3. Newspaper assignment. Worth 15% of your course grade. 
Please read the detailed description of the Newspaper project and its protocol in the 
separate course document titled Newspaper Project.   
This is a project that you will do with 3 other people. Your group of 4 will produce a 
Renaissance newspaper covering the arts for a specific time period with a main “news” 
story, two “feature” stories, and an editorial.   

 I will take a Newspaper project up to 24 hours late, BUT there is a late penalty. 
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COMPLETE TRANSPARENCY HERE:  At this point you’ve probably noticed that I seem to 
be a bit of a stickler about deadlines.  Correct.  I am.  And here’s why.  As you can 
imagine, researchers have been crunching the numbers on student learning (as 
measured by grades, course completion, and course satisfaction) since the majority of 
university classes all across the United States went online starting last March 2020.  And 
they have discovered that because online courses are not supervised in the same way as 
traditional college classes, executive functioning skills like time management are even 
more important.  That is actually one of the most important things that you will learn 
in your online courses, and it will be a skill you will take with you when you leave 
university and progress through your career.  It is a skill we will actively work on here in 
our deadlines.  At the start of each module, I will remind you of what’s due that week in 
the weekly video check-in, and I will also post the deadlines for any Document sets or 
exams in a “What to Do this Week” list.  There is also a complete schedule of our entire 
course posted in Blackboard titled “Complete Course Schedule” that you can even put in 
your calendar.  Meeting our deadlines is one of the learning goals of our class. I know 
you all will be brilliant at this. 

HOW DO WE COMMUNICATE WITH EACH OTHER: (lbauman@gmu.edu)  You have 
signed up to take a fully online class. This limits the options that we have for 
communicating with one another. It is absolutely critical that you check your GMU email 
at least once a day for the duration of this class since that is my primary avenue for 
getting information to you.  

I will post announcements to our Blackboard home page. These announcements are 
simultaneously sent out to you as emails through the Blackboard interface, so do not 
ignore those when they appear in your inbox.  If you do not check email or the 
Announcement section in our home page and miss something important, that is your 
responsibility.  

I can be reached through my GMU email account (not through Blackboard): 
lbauman@gmu.edu. I check my email several times a day Monday-Friday 9:00am -
5:00pm, but less frequently on weekends. I will, however, usually be able to respond to 
weekend emails by late Sunday afternoon or evening.  

When emailing, please include the course (ARTH 342) and your name; I teach multiple 
classes and this will help to ensure that I answer your question quickly and accurately.  

APPOINTMENTS: If you would like to talk to me, simply send an email and we will set up 
a time to ‘meet’ digitally via Zoom or some other GMU platform.  I am always happy to 
chat with students, so even if it is just a check-in to talk about the material, art history, 
or the world more generally, my digital door is open.  

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course focuses on painting, sculpture, and architecture in 
Italy from 1480 to 1570.  Our focus at the beginning will be on three major artists: 

mailto:lbauman@gmu.edu
mailto:lbauman@gmu.edu
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Leonardo, Michelangelo, and Raphael, and two major cities, Florence and Rome.  But we 
will watch their ideas spread to the courts of Northern Italy and Venice and be 
transformed by a younger generation of students.  We will be interested in establishing 
art works within their social and historical context and so will be particularly interested 
in patronage and urbanism. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: Our learning goals for the semester include: 

 achieving proficiency in the analysis of the formal (stylistic) qualities of works of 
art in their historical contexts  

 reading primary sources critically and learning to develop and support strong 
general claims from them 

 identifying the contemporary social relationships in which artists, subjects, and 
patrons existed  

 internalizing the complex geographical and chronological details which are 
integral to this study 

 making critical decisions about hierarchy and importance of art objects and 
historical events  

 writing persuasively 
 
TEXTBOOK:  John Paoletti and Gary Radke, Art in Renaissance Italy. Third edition  
(Pearson, 2005).  This is NOT the most recent edition of this textbook.  The cheapest 
used copy of most recent edition, the 4th edition from 2011, is currently selling for $62 
on Amazon; renting the book on Chegg is $50. In order to keep costs down, I am using 
the THIRD edition of the book; there are 30 used copies currently available on Amazon, 
ranging in price from $14.89 to $42.51.  Here is what it looks like; it can have either 
cover. 

       

This text is a somewhat new approach to the teaching of Italian Renaissance art, 
organized more by location and less by artist.  I have organized the class around its 
framework.   
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All other required readings will be available on Blackboard. 

BLACKBOARD: Activities and assignments in this course will regularly use the 
Blackboard learning system, available at https://mymason.gmu.edu.  

 If you are not familiar with Blackboard or want a refresher, the University has 
set up a convenient Online Learning Basics site that you can access 
at: https://masononline.gmu.edu/online-learning-basics/  

 If you encounter problems with online technology, you should 
contact:  https://its.gmu.edu/help-support/its-support-center/  

 
ENROLLMENT IN THIS CLASS:  Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in 
this class.  Check Patriot Web. 
Important dates:   

 Last Day to Add: Monday, February 1 

 Last Day to Drop with 100% tuition refund: Friday, February, 12 
After that, undergraduate students may choose to exercise an unrestricted withdrawal or 
a selective withdrawal. See the Schedule of Classes for withdrawal procedures. 
 
IF YOU GOT ALL THE WAY TO THE END, HERE’S MY PERSONAL PROMISE: I will do 
everything I can to help you in this course by creating and maintaining an environment 
of trust.  For a professor, that means being clear, transparent, and reliable.  That means 
explaining why you are doing certain things in this class.  In the Course Documents titled 
Exams, Newspaper Project, and Document Sets, I explain how each of those things 
relates to the objectives of this course, so that you see that there is no “busy work” 
here, only deep curiosity and sustained thought.  This course is my responsibility; don’t 
hesitate to come to me if you have a problem or complaint.  I can’t promise I’ll fix 
everything, but I will do my best. 

https://mymason.gmu.edu/
https://masononline.gmu.edu/online-learning-basics/
https://its.gmu.edu/help-support/its-support-center/

