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ARTH 101—DL1: INTRODCUTION TO THE VISUAL ARTS 
SPRING 2021 

 

 
Welcome to our class! I’m Dr. Lisa Passaglia Bauman, and I will be your professor for this 
course.  This is my favorite class to teach at Mason.  I am trained as a Renaissance art 
historian and have worked at the Art Institute of Chicago and the National Gallery of Art 
here in Washington DC.  In both museums, I worked on exhibitions and researched 
objects, but my favorite task was taking people around on tours--the general public, US 
and foreign diplomats, even Tom Cruise.  (He really is short BTW). We live in an 
increasing visual world, so knowing something about how images can manipulate you, 
for good and for bad, has become very important.  If you are wondering how this class 
will help you in the wider world, art history courses promote a number of skills that are 
crucial for success in the workplace:  

 Attention to detail 

 Critical thinking 

 Synthesis of different ideas into a coherent whole 

 Personal responsibility for time management and deadlines 

 The ability to form a global perspective on different times and culture. 

I sincerely hope that you enjoy the material. Please feel free to contact me with 
questions, and I hope that you will email me for meetings using Blackboard Collaborate 
Ultra (see below) if/when you have questions.  

All best,  
Dr. Lisa Passaglia Bauman 
She/her/hers 
If you wish, please share your name and gender pronouns with me and how best to 
address you in online interactions and via email.  
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COURSE FORMAT: You have signed up to take a fully asynchronous class which means 
we not have any specific days or times when we all must meet in Zoom. Every Monday 
at NOON a new module will open with all of that week's materials available to 
you.  Since this is an art history class grounded in images, the primary course material 
will include voice-over Powerpoint lectures, but I will also include articles and videos 
from Kahn Academy and Smarthistory, as well as some required articles.  
 
HOW MUCH TIME IS THIS COURSE GOING TO TAKE: If we were meeting in person, this 
class would meet twice a week for 75 minutes. That’s a total of 150 minutes per week.  
In this online version, there is an average of 78 minutes of video lecture per week. (Two 
weeks have significantly less material, and two weeks are 20 minutes more.) Each week 
I will be giving you an optional set of Study Questions to answer while listening to those 
lectures, so you will find it takes you longer than the simple running time of the video.  
Mason is very clear about this; University guidelines say that students should “block out 
8 to 12 hours per week for each online class.” (https://masononline.gmu.edu/success/)   
 
Personally, I do not think ANYONE will be spending that much time on this class.  And 
you shouldn’t have to.  But I don’t want anyone to think that because this is an “art 
class” that there will be 30 minutes of video and a crayon drawing as an exam.  This 
class falls in the department of HISTORY, not Art, so you need to think of it as a history 
course and adjust your expectations accordingly. 
 
THAT MASON CORE ARTS REQUIREMENT: This class fulfills the Mason Core ARTS 
requirement (3 credits), but it is NOT a required class.  You can choose any of the 
approved 92 classes here at Mason that will satisfy that Gen Ed requirement.  Here is 
the list: https://catalog.gmu.edu/mason-core/mason-core.pdf  
 
So try this class out for a week: listen to the lectures, take the first quiz, and see if you 
like it.  If it doesn’t feel right to you, then please drop it and find something else that 
does.  I would hate to see any student be miserable in a class for 14 weeks thinking they 
had to stay because it was required.  It is not, and you are free to find something else 
that better suits. It is your education after all; have it your way. 
 
WHAT AM I GOING TO GET GRADED ON IN THIS CLASS? This is really the question on 
everyone’s mind: what’s the workload going to be?   
 
1.  QUIZZES (12 required) Worth 60% of your course grade 
Education experts have learned a great deal since we all went online last March about 
what has been successful, and they all agree that more frequent but lower-stakes 
quizzes are better than a few big scheduled exams. Research shows that learners benefit 
from greater access to decision making and that ownership of those decisions leads to 
increased enthusiasm, focus, and retention.   
 

https://masononline.gmu.edu/success/
https://catalog.gmu.edu/mason-core/mason-core.pdf
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The only way to assess if you are following along in the lectures and accruing knowledge 
is to check. This class will have a quiz at the end of each week’s module--starting with 
Module 1 in the first week of classes and going all 14 weeks of the semester. However, 
while there are 14 quizzes available, you are only required to do 12.  So if your 
workload in your other classes crushes you, or you job wants you to put in more hours, 
or your child gets sick, you’re still ok here.  You can miss two weeks of class and quizzes 
if necessary and not be penalized.  Or you can end this class two weeks early if you need 
to.  Or you can take all 14 quizzes and use those two non-required quizzes as your 
second chances for earlier attempts where you were just learning how to do this task.   
 
When: The quiz will become available at the end of each week on Sunday at NOON and 
it will remain available for you to take for the next 24 hours until Monday at NOON.  
NOON, not midnight, is your new best friend. (FYI, this is because if all professors put 
their deadlines at midnight Blackboard crashes.) 
 
Time Limit: While the quiz is available for you to take at any point in the open 24-hour 
window, the quiz itself is timed.  Each quiz will be open for 60 minutes and the timer 
will continue to run if you leave the test.  When the time expires, the test will save and 
submit automatically if you have not already submitted it.     
 

What kind of questions: Quizzes are multiple-choice questions. There will be 
approximately 10-20 questions on each quiz.  

 Quizzes are not cumulative; they will only test on the material covered that 
week. These questions will come from those Study Questions that I post with the 
module.  Now, let’s be real here.  I’m not going to do a word-for-word exact 
copying of the Study Question into the quiz. But if you can answer the Study 
Questions, you will be able to answer every question on the quiz.  The answers to 
the Study Questions come right from the Powerpoints. When you are listening to 
the Powerpoint lectures, you are listening to answer those questions. 

 You will be able to use your notes, your Study Questions, and your text on the 
quizzes.  During the 24 hours when the quiz is open though, the weekly module 
will be unavailable.  

 
How to take the quiz: Click on the “Quizzes” tab in Blackboard. The quiz will appear as a 
link to the right.  
 
2. PROJECTS (2 required) Worth 40% of your course grade 
I am a firm believer that there are a million ways to learn material and that testing is 
only one option. Writing, thinking, making the material your own—these are also 
important ways of showing the world that you’ve learned something.  
 
There are two projects.  Both are required. Projects appear in modules 4, and 7; they 
will be available when that module opens on Monday at NOON; they always be due by 
the following Monday by NOON.  (Remember noon is your new best friend.) 
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 Project #1 opens in Module 4 and is due on Monday, February 22, by NOON.  It 
involves looking at works of art from the National Gallery website and making a 
3-slide powerpoint.  It is worth 20% of your course grade. 

 Project #2 appears in Module 7 and is due on Monday, March 15, by NOON.  It is 
a short writing assignment about the Middle Ages. It is worth 20% of your course 
grade. 

 
Late work: There is a penalty for late work. See the document labeled CLASS POLICIES in 
the Course Info tab. 

HOW DO WE COMMUNICATE WITH EACH OTHER: (lbauman@gmu.edu)  You have 
signed up to take a fully online class. This limits the options that we have for 
communicating with one another. It is absolutely critical that you check your GMU email 
at least once a day for the duration of this class since that is my primary avenue for 
getting information to you.  

I will post announcements to our Blackboard home page. These announcements are 
simultaneously sent out to you as emails through the Blackboard interface, so do not 
ignore those when they appear in your inbox.  If you do not check email or the 
Announcement section in our home page and miss something important, that is your 
responsibility.  

I can be reached through my GMU email account (not through Blackboard): 
lbauman@gmu.edu. I check my email several times a day Monday-Friday 9:00am -
5:00pm, but less frequently on weekends. I will, however, usually be able to respond to 
weekend emails by late Sunday afternoon or evening.  

When emailing, please include the course (ARTH 101) and your name; I teach multiple 
classes and this will help to ensure that I answer your question quickly and accurately.  

APPOINTMENTS: If you would like to talk to me, simply send an email and we will set up 
a time to ‘meet’ digitally via Zoom or some other GMU platform.  I am always happy to 
chat with students, so even if it is just a check-in to talk about the material, art history, 
or the world more generally, my digital door is open.  

TEACHING ASSISTANT: Samantha Haas, a MA student in the Art History program, will be 
the Teaching Assistant for this class and will be instrumental in the smooth running of 
this course.  Samantha can be reached at shaas2@gmu.edu.  

 For questions about grades on the projects, you should always contact Samantha 
first. If you still have concerns after discussing the situation with her, then you 
should email me. Treat emails from Samantha as you would emails from me. You 
are responsible for responding to them promptly if asked to do so or follow the 
instructions that they carry.  

 

mailto:lbauman@gmu.edu
mailto:lbauman@gmu.edu
mailto:shaas2@gmu.edu
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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Many of us think of artists as either crazy bohemians who live in 
attics in Paris and are willing to cut off their ears for their passion, or New York-dwelling 
hipsters who are trying to hustle us by calling a toilet “art.” 

 
To see art, you have to get past the side-eye at a swanky galley or go to an imposing 
museum that charges an entry fee.  It really only gets our attention when it sells, like a 
recent Leonardo da Vinci painting, for $450 million.    

                                    
 

Or the Banksy painting that shredded itself as soon as it was purchased at auction.  
In short, either it lives in the past and is irrelevant or it lives in the present and is 
confusing.   
 
In reality though, art is about problem-solving.  How do we represent the divine?  How 
does a ruler express his power?  What is an effective way to protest the status quo?  
How do we tell the world who we are?  In this class, we will both locate art firmly in its 
historical context as an expression of cultural values, and we will free it from the past 
and see it as a vehicle of communication 
 
Some of our course objectives are to be able to: 

 have a thorough command of the language and concepts of formal analysis 

 recognize the visual and intellectual concepts of different trends in Western art, 
their stylistic qualities and their ideological intentions 

 know paradigmatic art works in relation to the artistic, intellectual and socio-
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political context in which they originated 

 understand the impact of technological innovations on art making 
 

Please be aware that this course will address mature themes such as gender roles, 
sexuality, religion, and race that may be outside individual comfort zones; we will deal 
with these subjects in an academic and intellectual manner.  
 
TEXTBOOK:  Debra J. DeWitte, et al, Gateways to Art.  Understanding the Visual Arts, 3rd 
ed. You can use an earlier (and cheaper) edition if you are willing to recalibrate the page 
numbers; the Class Schedule lists all lectures topics and page numbers for the third 
edition.  Recommended, but not required. 
 
I have also made an alternate open-source textbook available. It’s not perfect, but it is 
free.  It has its own link on our course home page. 
 
Required reading will be found within its Weekly Module and you will find helpful 
questions on those readings to consider in the weekly Study Questions. 
 
BLACKBOARD: Activities and assignments in this course will regularly use the 
Blackboard learning system, available at https://mymason.gmu.edu.  

 If you are not familiar with Blackboard or want a refresher, the University has 
set up a convenient Online Learning Basics site that you can access 
at: https://masononline.gmu.edu/online-learning-basics/  

 If you encounter problems with online technology, you should 
contact:  https://its.gmu.edu/help-support/its-support-center/  

 
ENROLLMENT IN THIS CLASS:  Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in 
this class.  Check Patriot Web. 
Important dates:   

 Last Day to Add: Monday, February 1 

 Last Day to Drop with 100% tuition refund: Friday, February, 12 
After that, undergraduate students may choose to exercise an unrestricted withdrawal or 
a selective withdrawal. See the Schedule of Classes for withdrawal procedures. 
 
IF YOU GOT ALL THE WAY TO THE END, HERE’S MY PERSONAL PROMISE: I will do 
everything I can to help you in this course by creating and maintaining an environment 
of trust.  For a professor, that means being clear, transparent, and reliable.  This course 
is my responsibility; don’t hesitate to come to me if you have a problem or complaint.  I 
can’t promise I’ll fix everything, but I will do my best.  

 

https://mymason.gmu.edu/
https://masononline.gmu.edu/online-learning-basics/
https://its.gmu.edu/help-support/its-support-center/

