
 

 

PSYC 317 
Sensation & Perception  

Fall 2020  
last updated 8/6/2020  

 
 
 

Instructor:       Dr. Matt Peterson 
 
Office:  email: mpeters2@gmu.edu 
 
Office Hours:    11:30-12:00 Tuesdays and Thursdays (tentative).  Zoom link TBA 

I fully encourage you to contact me by email if you have any questions about the class. 
 
Text: Cognitive Psychology: Connecting Mind, Research and Everyday Experience, 4th Edition, E. 

Bruce Goldstein, Wadsworth Publishing, ISBN-13: 1285763880  (You only need the text, 
not CogLab or other add-ons) 

 
Prerequisites: 6 hours of psychology or consent of instructor. 
 
What is Cognitive Psychology? Cognitive Psychology is the study of how people think. It is the 

study of how your visual system recognizes patterns as text, how your brain interprets those 
patterns as words, and how your mind combines those words into sentences and extracts their 
meaning from memory, all the while you ignore the mp3 playing in the background. It is the 
study of decision making, whether the task is to decide which new car to buy, or how best to 
defeat an opponent at chess.  In short, Cognitive Psychology attempts to understand the 
underlying computations that produce thinking. 

  
Cognitive Psychology is a subset of Cognitive Science. The Cognitive Sciences include such 

disciplines as Psychology, Artificial Intelligence, Linguistics, Philosophy, Neuroscience and 
Anthropology. For this course, we will be focusing on human cognition. Since cognition is 
ultimately a function of the underlying neurological architecture, we will also discuss relevant 
findings in neuroscience. 

  
Official Communications via GMU E-mail: Mason uses electronic mail to provide official 

information to students. Examples include communications from course instructors, notices 
form the library, notices about academic standing, financial aid information, class materials, 
assignments, questions, and instructor feedback. Students are responsible for the content of 
university communication sent to their mason e-mail account, and are required to activate that 
account and check it regularly. I will communicate only through GMU email accounts. 

 
Technology Requirement Students are required to have a computer with a working web cam.  

Tests will be taken using Respondus Lockdown Browser, which requires a web cam for facial 
recognition.  

 
 
GMU Honor Code: George Mason University has a code of Honor that each of you accepst by 

enrolling as a student. My expectation is that all of the work you do for me in this class will be 
the work of one individual. Plagiarism or any other violation of the honor code will be taken 
very seriously and reported to the Honor Committee. Having said that, I fully encourage you 
to discuss the readings and topics raised in this class with your fellow students. 

 



 

 

Disabilities: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please 
see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic 
accommodations must be arranged through that office."  

    
A+ 97+           
A 93-96   Grading Attendance 3   
A- 90-92     Exams (4) 98  
B+ 87-89      101 points total 
B 83-86        
B- 80-82         
C+ 77-79         
C 73-76         
C- 70-72        
D 60-69            
F 0-59            
 
 

Exams (100%): There will be 4 exams, consisting of multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank, and/or 
short answers. Your exam with the lowest score will be dropped, and your overall test grade 
will be calculated based on the remaining 3.  That is, your top 3 exams will be weighed 33 
1
3# % points each (3 x 33 1 3# % = 100%) and your worst will have a weight of 0%. Note that 

the 4th exam is mandatory. If you decide not to take the 4th exam, your final exam grade 
will be based on all 4 exam scores (including the zero for the 4th exam!) so that each one is 
weighed 25% (4 x 25% = 1000%). The 4th exam can still be dropped if you took the 4th 
exam and it is your lowest grade. If you miss more than one exam (or the 4th exam), then 
that exam can only be made up if you receive my permission before the day of the exam or 
(b) have a valid excuse (note from a doctor, judge, commanding officer, etc.). 

 
 
Calendar: 
• This calendar reflects the pacing of lessons that would have occurred if we had in-person lessons 

this semester. 
• You can do the readings and watch the videos at your own pace, but keep in mind that they are 

spaced out on this calendar based upon the amount of material we would normally cover in 
class. In other words, don’t try to cram them all in at the last minute. 

• The test dates are set in stone (unless you have a valid excuse approved before the day of the test). 
 
 
Note that August 31st is the last day to add this class and September 15th is the last day to drop this 
class. 
 

Date Day Chapter Topic 
25-Aug Tues 1 intro+ neuro 

27-Aug Thurs 2 cogneuro 

1-Sep Tues 3 Perception 

3-Sep Thurs 3 Perception 

8-Sep Tues 4 Attention 

10-Sep Thurs 4 Attention 

15-Sep Tues 4 Attention / review 



 

 

17-Sep Thurs Exam 1   

22-Sep Tues 5 Working Memory 

24-Sep Thurs 5 Working Memory 

29-Sep Tues 6 LTM: structure 

1-Oct Thurs 6 LTM: structure 

6-Oct Tues 7 LTM: encoding and retrieval 

8-Oct Thurs 7 LTM / review  

13-Oct Tues No Class Fall Break 

15-Oct Thurs Exam 2   

20-Oct Tues 8 Everyday Memory 

22-Oct Thurs  8/9 Using Knowledge 

27-Oct Tues 9 Using Knowledge 

29-Oct Thurs  9/10 Imagery 

3-Nov Tues 10 Imagery 

5-Nov Thurs 10 Imagery / review 

10-Nov Tues Exam 3   

12-Nov Thurs 11 Language 

17-Nov Tues 11 Language 

19-Nov Thurs 12 Decision Making 

24-Nov Tues 12 Decision Making 

26-Nov Thurs No Class Thanksgiving 
1-Dec Tues 13 Problem Solving 

3-Dec Thurs 13 Problem Solving/review 

TBA TBA Exam 4   

 
 


