
 

ARTH 103—DL1: INTRODCUTION TO ARCHITECTURE 
ARTH 103 fulfills the Mason Core ARTS requirement. 

3 credits 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Architecture is the inescapable art form. It surrounds us all, 
every day of our lives, shaping and conditioning our experience of the world. In this 
course, we will explore three paths of inquiry.  We will examine how architecture has 
developed and interacted with culture, religion, and politics, an examination that will 
help you to “read” the architecture of the world in a critically informed way. We will 
look at how buildings stand up, analyzing basic structural systems like post and lintel, 
arch, and truss, as well as common materials like stone, concrete, and steel.  And we will 
be concerned with the more abstract notions of architectural theory, aesthetics, and the 
psychology of architecture.  Together these methods present the richest possible 
understanding of architecture. And since buildings are among the chief artifacts that any 
society leaves behind, the story of architecture is, at its essence, a story of human 
civilization.  
 
Some of the major themes we will cover include: 

 systems of building and techniques of construction 

 the development of building typology, such as religious buildings, civic and 
domestic architecture 

 the nature of the building’s immediate environment, its relationship to urban 
context, or the impact of topography   

 the use of the past as a symbol 
 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: Our learning goals for the semester are: 

 to develop a thorough command of the terminology of architecture 

 to recognize the shape and space concepts of different trends in Western 
architecture, their constructive logic and their ideological intentions 

 to understand paradigmatic buildings in relation to the artistic, intellectual and 
socio-political context in which they originated. 



 

 
COURSE FORMAT: This is a fully asynchronous class which means we not have any 
specific days or times when we all must meet in Zoom or Blackboard Collaborate Ultra. 
Every Monday at noon a new module will open with all of that week's materials 
available to you.  Since this is an art history class grounded in images, the primary 
course material will include voice-over Powerpoint lectures, but I will also include 
articles from Kahn Academy and videos from Smarthistory, as well as virtual tours of 
some of the sites we'll be studying.   
 
ASSESSMENT MECHANISMS: This is a course in which points are earned, not taken 
away.  Each assignment you do will add to your point total.  Blackboard will add your 
earned points as we go along to keep track of your grade.  There are 500 points 
available that you can earn.  Here’s a chart that shows the point spread for each letter 
grade: 
 

GRADE POINTS 

A+ 483-500 

A 463-482 

A- 448-462 

B+ 433-447 

B 413-432 

B- 398-412 

C+ 383-397 

C 363-382 

C- 348-362 

D 298-347 

F 297and below 

 
Here’s what you’ll do to earn those points: 

1. COURSE MECHANICS QUIZ (1 TOTAL).  Worth 25 points maximum. 
2. COURSE QUIZZES (3 TOTAL).  Each quiz is worth 25 points maximum.  
3. EXAMS (3 TOTAL).  Each exam is worth 100 points maximum.   
4. BUILDING POWERPOINT (1 TOTAL). This powerpoint is worth 100 points 

maximum.  
5. EXTRA CREDIT QUIZZES (3 TOTAL). Each quiz is worth 10 extra points 

maximum. 
 
TEXTBOOK:  Spiro Kostof, A History of Architecture:  Settings and Rituals, second edition 
(Oxford, 1995).New: $60; Used: $11.  Useful, but not required.  
 
ALL other reading will be in Blackboard in the Weekly Module. 
 

BLACKBOARD: Activities and assignments in this course will regularly use the 
Blackboard learning system, available at https://mymason.gmu.edu. Students are 
required to have regular, reliable access to a computer with an updated operating 

https://mymason.gmu.edu/


 

system (recommended: Windows 10 or Mac OSX 10.13 or higher) and a stable 
broadband Internet connection (cable modem, DSL, satellite broadband, etc., with a 
consistent 1.5 Mbps [megabits per second] download speed or higher. You can check 
your speed settings using the speed test on this website.)   
 
Enrolling in an online course sets up the very reasonable expectation that you will put 
your energy into the online learning modules which are located on our class Blackboard 
page. Course information, quizzes, exams, and other assignments will all be run through 
Blackboard. The university sets the expectation that students enrolled in an online 
course will engage with Blackboard multiple times each week of the semester; the 
amount of time/energy in a course delivered online will not be different from in-class, 
face to face (f2f) delivery. GMU has a stated expectation that students will spend 8 
hours a week on a course like ARTH 102, whether it is f2f or digital. You may well be able 
to complete the work each week in a shorter amount of time; but you need to 
understand from the outset that the course does require a time a commitment on your 
part—the more serious your commitment, the more successful you will be. The reverse 
is also true.  
  
Everyone enrolled in this class should review GMU’s expectations for students taking 
classes online:  https://masononline.gmu.edu/success/  
  
If you are not familiar with Blackboard or want a refresher, the University has set up a 
convenient Online Learning Basics site that you can access 
at: https://masononline.gmu.edu/online-learning-basics/  
  
If you encounter problems with online technology, you should 
contact:  https://its.gmu.edu/help-support/its-support-center/  

UNIVERSITY-WIDE POLICIES: As a faculty member, I am designated as a “Responsible 
Employee,” and must report all disclosures of sexual assault, interpersonal violence, and 
stalking to Mason’s Title IX Coordinator per University Policy 1412. You may seek 
assistance from Mason’s Title IX Coordinator, Angela Nastase, by calling 703-993-8730 
or email titleix@gmu.edu. If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, please 
contact one of Mason’s confidential resources, such as Student Support and Advocacy 
Center (SSAC) at ssac@gmu.edu or 703-993-3686 or Counseling and Psychology Services 
(CAPS) at https://caps.gmu.edu/ or 703-993-2380. The 24-hour Sexual and Intimate 
Partner Violence Crisis Line for Mason is 703-380-1434.  

Like all classes at Mason, we will abide by the University Honor Code 
(https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/) Please make sure you are familiar with how 
the university defines plagiarism.  (https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/what-is-
plagiarism/) 
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OFFICE OF DISABILITY STUDIES DOCUMENTATION:  Disability Services at George Mason 
University is committed to providing equitable access to learning opportunities for all 
students by upholding the laws that ensure equal treatment of people with disabilities. 
If you are seeking accommodations for this class, please first visit http://ds.gmu.edu/ for 
detailed information about the Disability Services registration process. Then please 
discuss your approved accommodations with me. Disability Services is located in 
Student Union Building I (SUB I), Suite 2500. Email: ods@gmu.edu Phone: (703) 993-
2474  
  
Send official documentation (Faculty Contact Sheet) to me as soon as possible; certainly 
well before the first quiz if you have accommodations for extra time. Accommodations 
can only be provided once I have documentation.  

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE: If English is not your first language, please discuss 
any concerns you might have about the writing assignments with me.  And don’t forget 
about the Writing Center (http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/) 
 
ENROLLMENT IN THIS CLASS:  Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in 
this class.  Check Patriot Web. 
Important dates:   

 Last Day to Add: Monday, August 31 

 Last Day to Drop with 100% tuition refund: Tuesday, September 8 
After the final drop deadine (September 15, 2020), withdrawing from this class requires 
the approval of the dean and is only allowed for nonacademic reasons. Undergraduate 
students may choose to exercise a selective withdrawal. See the Schedule of Classes for 
selective withdrawal procedures. 
 
YOUR PROFESSOR: Prof. Lisa Passaglia Bauman 

DC-born, California raised.  I have a PhD from Northwestern 
University and have also studied Landscape Architecture. I love loud music, running with 
my girlfriends, and candy (but not chocolate). I learn best by doing.  Educational 
philosophy: “Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” William 
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Butler Yeats 
 
YOUR COURSE TA: Ellie Canning ccanning@gmu.edu  
My name is Ellie Canning and I grew up in Richmond, Virginia. I got my undergraduate 
degree from the University of Delaware and I’m happy to be getting my masters school 
in my home state! I love running, playing piano, and testing my math skills with sewing 
projects. My favorite cereal is peanut butter Cap’n Crunch. I’m looking forward to doing 
more research in modern and contemporary Spanish and Latinx art while at GMU!  
 
Ellie is an essential component of this class and will also be running the Building 
PowerPoint project.  You will be emailing her almost immediately with your three 
building choices for this project, and you should feel free to continue emailing her with 
questions and issues pertaining to your project.   
 
For questions about content from the lectures, please email Professor Bauman. 

PERSONAL PHILOSOPHY: I think when people say they love something what they really 
mean is that they want you to love it too.  I love architecture; even after I had already 
received a PhD in art history, I went back to school to study Landscape Architecture.  
And I really hope you love it too.  It’s smart, like a series of three-dimensional puzzles.  
And it’s varied from place to place and patron to patron.  It’s like corporate and personal 
branding but with people like Michelangelo and Frank Gehry instead of Instagram. Like 
all visual culture, it is a reflection of its time so, if approached from the avenue of social 
and cultural history, it offers an opportunity for us to “time travel” and come close to 
experiencing it as its original viewers did and as its creators intended.   

I will do everything I can to help you in this course by creating and maintaining an 
environment of trust.  For a professor, that means being clear, transparent, and reliable.  
This course is my responsibility; don’t hesitate to come to me if you have a problem or 
complaint.  I can’t promise I’ll fix everything, but I will do my best. 
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