
 

ARTH 101—DL1: INTRODCUTION TO THE VISUAL ARTS 
ARTH 101 fulfills the Mason Core ARTS requirement. 

3 credits 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Many of us have a tendency to think of artists as either crazy 
bohemians who live in attics in Paris and are willing to cut off their ears for their 
passion, or New York-dwelling hipsters who are trying to hustle us by calling a toilet art.   

 
To see art, you have to get past the side-eye at a swanky galley or go to an imposing 
museum that charges an entry fee.  It really only gets our attention when it sells, like a 
recent Leonardo da Vinci painting, for $450 million.    

 
Or the Banksy painting that shredded itself as soon as it was purchased at auction. 

 



 

In short, either it lives in the past and is irrelevant or it lives in the present and is 
confusing.   

In reality though, art is about problem-solving.  How do we represent the divine?  
How does a ruler express his power?  What is an effective way to protest the status 
quo?  How do we tell the world who we are?  In this class, we will both locate art firmly 
in its historical context as an expression of cultural values, and we will free it from the 
past and see it as a vehicle of communication 
 
Some of our course objectives are to be able to: 

 have a thorough command of the language and concepts of formal analysis 

 recognize the visual and intellectual concepts of different trends in Western art, 
their stylistic qualities and their ideological intentions 

 know paradigmatic art works in relation to the artistic, intellectual and socio-
political context in which they originated 

 understand the impact of technological innovations on art making 

 demonstrate how art has changed in historical terms while possibly remaining 
the same in theoretical terms when considering purpose, audience, and 
reception. 

 
Please be aware that this course will address mature themes such as gender roles, 
sexuality, religion, and race that may be outside individual comfort zones; we will deal 
with these subjects in an academic and intellectual manner.  
 
COURSE FORMAT: This is a fully asynchronous class which means we not have any 
specific days or times when we all must meet in Blackboard Collaborate Ultra. Every 
Monday at noon a new module will open with all of that week's materials available to 
you.  Since this is an art history class grounded in images, the primary course material 
will include voice-over Powerpoint lectures, but I will also include articles from Kahn 
Academy, videos from Smarthistory, as well as some required articles.  
 
ASSESSMENT MECHANISMS: This is a course in which points are earned, not taken 
away.  Each assignment you do will add to your point total.  Blackboard will add your 
earned points as we go along to keep track of your grade.  There are 540 points 
available that you can earn.  Here’s a chart that shows the point spread for each letter 
grade: 

GRADE POINTS 

A+ 522-540 

A 500-521 

A- 484-499 

B+ 468-483 

B 446-467 

B- 430-445 

C+ 414-429 

C 392-413 



 

C- 375-391 

 D 322-374 

F 321 and below 

 
Here’s what you’ll do to earn those points: 

1. COURSE MECHANICS QUIZ (1 TOTAL).  Worth 20 points maximum. 
2. COURSE QUIZZES (3 TOTAL).  Each quiz is worth 20 points maximum.  
3. EXAMS (3 TOTAL).  Each exam is worth 100 points maximum.   
4. PAPER ASSIGNMENTS (2 TOTAL). Each paper is worth 80 points maximum. 
5. EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES (2 TOTAL).  Opportunity #1 is worth 10 points 

maximum.  Opportunity #2 is worth 20 points maximum. 

 The first one is already available.  It involves writing a Tweet for the Course 
Wiki. Click on the Course Wiki tab; it’s called “Class Bios”.  It is also listed on 
the Class Schedule in Module 1 and 2. 

 The second one will appear at midterm.   
 
TEXTBOOK:  Debra J. DeWitte, et al, Gateways to Art.  Understanding the Visual Arts, 3rd 
ed. You can use an earlier (and cheaper) edition if you are willing to recalibrate the page 
numbers; the Class Schedule lists all lectures topics and page numbers for the third 
edition.  Recommended, but not required. 
 
I have also made an alternate open-source textbook available. It’s not perfect, but it is 
free.  It has its own link on our course home page. 
 
All other required reading will be found within its Weekly Module and you will find 
helpful questions to consider in the weekly Study Questions 

 
BLACKBOARD: Activities and assignments in this course will regularly use the 
Blackboard learning system, available at https://mymason.gmu.edu. Students are 
required to have regular, reliable access to a computer with an updated operating 
system (recommended: Windows 10 or Mac OSX 10.13 or higher) and a stable 
broadband Internet connection (cable modem, DSL, satellite broadband, etc., with a 
consistent 1.5 Mbps [megabits per second] download speed or higher. You can check 
your speed settings using the speed test on this website.)   
 
Enrolling in an online course sets up the very reasonable expectation that you will put 
your energy into the online learning modules which are located on our class Blackboard 
page. Course information, quizzes, exams, and other assignments will all be run through 
Blackboard. The university sets the expectation that students enrolled in an online 
course will engage with Blackboard multiple times each week of the semester; the 
amount of time/energy in a course delivered online will not be different from in-class, 
face to face (f2f) delivery. GMU has a stated expectation that students will spend 8 
hours a week on a course like ARTH 102, whether it is f2f or digital. You may well be able 
to complete the work each week in a shorter amount of time; but you need to 

https://mymason.gmu.edu/


 

understand from the outset that the course does require a time a commitment on your 
part—the more serious your commitment, the more successful you will be. The reverse 
is also true.  
  
Everyone enrolled in this class should review GMU’s expectations for students taking 
classes online:  https://masononline.gmu.edu/success/  
  
If you are not familiar with Blackboard or want a refresher, the University has set up a 
convenient Online Learning Basics site that you can access 
at: https://masononline.gmu.edu/online-learning-basics/  
  
If you encounter problems with online technology, you should 
contact:  https://its.gmu.edu/help-support/its-support-center/  

UNIVERSITY-WIDE POLICIES: As a faculty member, I am designated as a “Responsible 
Employee,” and must report all disclosures of sexual assault, interpersonal violence, and 
stalking to Mason’s Title IX Coordinator per University Policy 1412. You may seek 
assistance from Mason’s Title IX Coordinator, Angela Nastase, by calling 703-993-8730 
or email titleix@gmu.edu. If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, please 
contact one of Mason’s confidential resources, such as Student Support and Advocacy 
Center (SSAC) at ssac@gmu.edu or 703-993-3686 or Counseling and Psychology Services 
(CAPS) at https://caps.gmu.edu/ or 703-993-2380. The 24-hour Sexual and Intimate 
Partner Violence Crisis Line for Mason is 703-380-1434.  

Like all classes at Mason, we will abide by the University Honor Code 
(https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/) Please make sure you are familiar with how 
the university defines plagiarism.  (https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/what-is-
plagiarism/) 

OFFICE OF DISABILITY STUDIES DOCUMENTATION:  Disability Services at George Mason 
University is committed to providing equitable access to learning opportunities for all 
students by upholding the laws that ensure equal treatment of people with disabilities. 
If you are seeking accommodations for this class, please first visit http://ds.gmu.edu/ for 
detailed information about the Disability Services registration process. Then please 
discuss your approved accommodations with me. Disability Services is located in 
Student Union Building I (SUB I), Suite 2500. Email: ods@gmu.edu Phone: (703) 993-
2474  
  
Send official documentation (Faculty Contact Sheet) to me as soon as possible; certainly 
well before the first quiz if you have accommodations for extra time. Accommodations 
can only be provided once I have documentation.  
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ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE: If English is not your first language, please discuss 
any concerns you might have about the writing assignments with me.  And don’t forget 
about the Writing Center (http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/) 
 
ENROLLMENT IN THIS CLASS:  Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in 
this class.  Check Patriot Web. 
Important dates:   

 Last Day to Add: Monday, August 31 

 Last Day to Drop with 100% tuition refund: Tuesday, September 8 
After the final drop deadine (September 15, 2020), withdrawing from this class requires 
the approval of the dean and is only allowed for nonacademic reasons. Undergraduate 
students may choose to exercise a selective withdrawal. See the Schedule of Classes for 
selective withdrawal procedures. 
 
YOUR PROFESSOR: Dr. Lisa Passaglia Bauman 

 "I grew up in a noisy Navy family and consider California my home 
state. I have a PhD from Northwestern and have also studied Landscape Architecture. I 
love running with my girlfriends, loud music, and candy but not chocolate.  Art museums 
are my happy place.” lbauman@gmu.edu  
 
YOUR TA:  Samantha Haas  
“Born and raised in Alexandria, VA. I have a BA in Art History, with a minor in Studio Art 
from GMU. I am currently working on my MA in Art History, hoping to graduate this 
coming spring. I love to paint and take photographs in my spare time. Fun fact about me 
– I’m former champion Irish Dancer, and now am a certified Irish Dance Teacher.” 
shaas2@gmu.edu  

PERSONAL PHILOSOPHY ABOUT THIS CLASS:   

http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/
mailto:lbauman@gmu.edu
mailto:shaas2@gmu.edu


 

I think when people say they love something what they really mean is that they want 
you to love it too.  I love this class; I have it taught every semester for the last twenty 
years, and I am constantly changing and refining it because of you all.  Your emails filled 
with questions, or the things that you share with me that are very familiar in your world 
but new in mine, or the changing nature of what is happening in the world itself and in 
the art that reflects it—the Me Too and Black Lives Matter movements, the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, the ever-widening scope of social media—they all make me rethink 
our class and reassess the issues we need to cover every semester.   

A university course is an old idea. In the old days of teaching, a course was a journey 
through ideas toward some end. The path was marked by learning objectives, and it was 
broken down by lesson plans, exercises, and quizzes. Following along objective to 
objective, project to project, exam to exam until, standards satisfied, the student 
reached out and grasped their final grade. Learning was a thing accomplished.   

But learning has changed.  You have a super-computer in your pocket masquerading as 
a phone, so memorization of data seems far less important.  A course today is about 
learning how to think, how to draw your thoughts together to turn from something 
known to something unknown. To complete a course today means you should find 
yourself at the beginning of a fascinating field, but well equipped for the journey.  By the 
end of our course, I want you to feel that museums belong to you; I want you to be able 
to explain why you like something or, even more importantly, why you don’t.  I want 
you to be curious and question the increasingly visual world in which we live. 

I will do everything I can to help you in this course by creating and maintaining an 
environment of trust.  For a professor, that means being clear, transparent, and reliable.  
This course is my responsibility; don’t hesitate to come to me if you have a problem or 
complaint.  I can’t promise I’ll fix everything, but I will do my best.  

 


