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COURSE SYLLABUS 

George Mason University 

Course: PSYC 414 DL-1: Behavior Disorders of Childhood (3 Credits) 
Semester: Fall 2020 
Time & Location: Online instruction via Blackboard  
Instructor: Diana Keay, M.S. 
Email: dkeay@gmu.edu 
Office Location: Virtual appointments via WebEx, Blackboard Collaborate or Zoom 
Office Hours: Please email and allow at least 24 hours before arranging a date and time 
Office Phone: N/A 

Prerequisites: PSYC 313 Child Development, and PSYC 325 Abnormal Psychology. 

Required Textbook 
Abnormal Child Psychology, 7th Edition 
Eric J. Mash; David A. Wolfe 
ISBN-13: 978-1337624268. ISBN-10: 1337624268 

Course Description and Objectives 

The main goal of this course is to provide students with the opportunity to apply and expand 
their knowledge of clinical science within the context of childhood psychopathology. This course 
draws on past coursework in developmental, child, abnormal, and biopsychology in order to 
build a framework for the evaluation of current research and practice within the field of clinical 
psychology as it applies to children. Specifically, we will explore the symptoms commonly 
displayed by children diagnosed with disorders that impair their cognitive, social, emotional, and 
behavioral functioning. We will also examine the potential etiological explanations and various 
treatment options associated with these conditions. 

By the end of this course, students should have a more comprehensive understanding of child 
mental health, the characteristics of the major disorders covered, and the issues that surround 
diagnosis and treatment. We will discover together that mental illness is, by nature, a spectrum, 
with individual children exhibiting to varying degrees different symptoms that may or may not 
lead to a diagnosis. 

Important Dates Fall 2020 

Last day to add classes Mon. Aug 31 
Last Day to Drop (with 100% tuition refund) Tue. Sept 8 
Last Day to Drop (with 50% tuition refund) Tue. Sept 15 
Unrestricted Withdrawal Period (100% tuition liability) Wed. Sept 16 – Mon. Sept 28 
Selective Withdrawal Period (100% tuition liability) Tue. Sept 29 – Wed. Oct 28 
Fall Break: No Classes Mon. Oct 12 
Last day of classes Sat. Dec 5 
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Reading Days Mon. Dec 7 – Tue. Dec 8 
Examination Period Wed. Dec 9 – Wed. Dec 16 

 
Technology and Email 
 
All course materials and activities are found on Blackboard with the exception of the textbook.  
You will need a computer with reliable internet connection to access the materials for the course, 
complete the virtual discussions, participate in weekly check-ins, submit papers, and take exams.  
 
To access Blackboard, log in at http://mymason.gmu.edu, then click on the Courses tab and 
locate your course link in the Course List. Please make sure you are familiar with Blackboard 
and online learning. For useful information regarding Blackboard instructional technology 
support for students go to: https://its.gmu.edu/knowledge-base/blackboard-instructional-
technology-support-for-students/. For any issues with Blackboard, technological resources or 
email, please contact the office of Information and Technology Services at: https://its.gmu.edu/ 
 
Similarly, students should check their GMU email account regularly (at least once per day) and 
use it when communicating with me about course-related matters.  I do not send course 
information or updates to any email address other than those supported by GMU. I usually 
answer all emails within a day or two. I do not reply to emails on weekends.  
 
Course Structure 
 
This is a 100% online course. You are responsible for logging into Blackboard periodically 
(ideally on a daily basis) and to review all the content for the class. In the green menu bar to the 
left you will find all the tools you need to become familiar with for this course.  

The course is structured based on the chapters of the textbook, Abnormal Child Psychology. 
Each week you are expected to read a chapter from the textbook, review PowerPoint 
presentations and other materials found in the Course Materials’ Folders for each chapter.  

You are also expected to participate in six different virtual discussions, take 4 exams and submit 
one short paper based on a case study. You will also have the opportunity to earn extra credit by 
submitting a second short paper if you want to improve your final grade.  

Weekly check-in chats with me will be available via Blackboard Collaborate on Thursdays. Your 
participation in these check-ins is not mandatory as they are not graded; however, I highly 
encourage you to attend so you stay in touch with the course. 

I will post announcements each Monday on Blackboard to remind students of their assignments 
for each week. I will also send emails with special reminders before exams and deadlines. Most 
deadlines for virtual discussions, submission of papers and exams are due on Sundays by 11:59 
pm. Please see the Course Outline at the end of syllabus for specific dates.  

Attendance  
 
Attending this class involves reviewing the course materials for each week, participating in the 
six virtual discussions, submitting your case study and taking the exams. I will not grade 

https://its.gmu.edu/knowledge-base/blackboard-instructional-technology-support-for-students/
https://its.gmu.edu/knowledge-base/blackboard-instructional-technology-support-for-students/
https://its.gmu.edu/
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attendance; however, I will host weekly check-in chats on Thursdays and I hope you can attend 
them as a way to stay in touch with the course, interact with your classmates and discuss our 
weekly topics. Your participation in the weekly check-in chats is not mandatory but is highly 
recommended to ensure you are staying on top of assignments  throughout the course.  
 
Exams 
 
There will be 4 exams for this course, and all will be non-cumulative. Each exam will be worth 
150 points. There will be no make-up exams offered for this course. A study guide will be posted 
in Blackboard one week before each exam day. The exams will cover all course materials, virtual 
discussions, as well as the assigned readings from the textbook. See the Course Outline at the 
end of syllabus for specific exam days.  
 
Exams consist of multiple choice questions, and they will be taken in Blackboard. Each exam 
will be available in for 7 consecutive days starting on Monday. You can take the exam at any 
time during this time frame. Once you start the exam, you will have 1 hour and 30 minutes to 
finish. You can take it only one time. Please make sure you are ready and available to take the 
exam at your selected time as no makeup exams will be offered.   
 
All exams require Respondus LockDown. Please read the following information before 
planning to take the exam: https://its.gmu.edu/knowledge-base/how-to-install-and-use-the-
respondus-lockdown-browser/ 
 
If you have documented accommodations requiring modification to the structure of the exams, 
please notify me ahead of time via email. Keep in mind that accommodations are arranged 
through the Disability Services office at 703-993-2474,  https://ds.gmu.edu/.  
 
Short Paper  
 
One short paper is required for this class. You will select one case study based on your primary 
areas of interest (mood, anxiety, ADHD, disruptive behavior, trauma, eating, substance abuse, 
etc.). I will post these case studies on Blackboard along with an outline that should be followed 
on Monday, September 14th. The paper should include child identifying information, a summary 
of reported symptoms (cognitive, behavioral, emotional, and physiological), a case formulation, 
DSM-V diagnoses, and recommendations for treatment. You can turn in the paper at any point 
after September 14th however, the last day I will accept papers for submission will be Sunday, 
October 11th by 11:59 pm. The short paper is worth 200 points. 

Virtual Discussions and Participation 
 
Participation will be graded in 6 different virtual discussions.  Deadlines to participate in the 
discussions are listed in the course outline at the end of this syllabus. Each virtual discussion is 
worth 33-34 points for a total of 200 points.  
 
Virtual discussions will present a case of a child based on the topic covered in that given week, 
and you are expected to provide a clinical description, diagnosis and treatment plan. Individually, 
you are required to make a post in response to the proposed case study. You will also be required 

https://its.gmu.edu/knowledge-base/how-to-install-and-use-the-respondus-lockdown-browser/
https://its.gmu.edu/knowledge-base/how-to-install-and-use-the-respondus-lockdown-browser/
https://ds.gmu.edu/
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to comment on the post of at least one student. Rubrics and specific instructions for each virtual 
discussion will be posted on the same day the weekly topic becomes available.  
 
Please be courteous and professional when interacting with your classmates and instructor while 
posting and responding to other posts. I expect a high level of respect and netiquette throughout 
your participation in the class. 
 
Weekly check-in chats on Thursdays 
  
In order to provide a space for students who wish to ask questions in a synchronous way, connect 
with other students and me, as well as to review concepts for weekly topics, I will be hosting 
one-hour weekly check-in chats on Thursdays from 10 am to 11 am via Blackboard Collaborate. 
Your participation is not mandatory as these check-ins are not graded, but I highly encourage 
you to stay in touch with the course by attending these check-ins.  
 
Grading criteria 

Exam 1 15% 150 pts 
Exam 2 15% 150 pts 
Exam 3 15% 150 pts 
Exam 4 15% 150 pts 
Short paper  20% 200 pts 
Class participation:  
6 blackboard virtual discussions (33 - 34 points each) 20% 200 pts 

Total 100% 1000 pts 
 

The total points earned will be divided by the total points possible, and then multiplied by 100 to 
establish the final grade. For example, if a student earns 880 points: 880/1000 = .88; student 
would earn a B+. The final grade will be determined on the following scale: 

 

A+ = 97-100%   (total points: 970-1000) 
A  = 93-96% (total points: 930-969) 
A- = 90-92% (total points: 900-929) 
B+ = 87-89% (total points: 870-899) 
B  = 83-86% (total points: 830-869) 
B- = 80-82%    (total points: 800-829) 
C+ = 77-79% (total points: 770-799) 
C  = 73-76% (total points: 730-769) 
C- = 70-72% (total points: 700-729) 
D  =  60-69% (total points: 600-699) 
F  = <60% (599 or less) 
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Extra Credit 
 
Students will have the opportunity to submit one extra credit paper. This extra credit paper will 
follow the same guidelines as the main short paper for up to 150 pts. The extra credit paper will 
be on a different topic than the main paper. The extra credit paper can be turned in at any point 
beginning on Monday, October 12th; however, the last day I will accept extra credit papers for 
submission will be Sunday, November 29th by 11:59 pm. 
 
Class Cancellation   
 
In the event of unexpected class cancellation or overall accessibility limitations to Blackboard 
for the general student population due to extraneous circumstances, I will notify students by 
email ASAP and post an announcement on Blackboard including the makeup plan for the 
material.  
 
GMU Honor Code  
 
George Mason University has an Honor Code, which requires all members of this community to 
maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. Cheating, plagiarism, lying, 
and stealing are all prohibited. It is every student’s responsibility to familiarize himself or herself 
with the Honor Code. The Honor Code is available at: https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/ 
All violations of the Honor Code will be reported to the Honor Committee. 

Special Accommodations 
 
If you are a student with a documented disability and you need academic accommodations (i.e. 
extended time on exams, large type on presentations, etc.), please email me during the first week 
of classes and contact the Disability Services office at 703-993-2474,  https://ds.gmu.edu/. All 
academic accommodations are arranged through that office.  
 
Office Hours 
 
Please do not hesitate to schedule a virtual appointment with me for any questions, concerns, or 
difficulties. Don’t forget to email me first at dkeay@gmu.edu to arrange a day and time to meet 
virtually via WebEx, Blackboard Collaborate or Zoom. 
 
Psychological Services 

Life is stressful, and we all need a little support sometimes, especially during these trying times. 
Students are encouraged to contact the office of Counseling & Psychological Services at: 
https://caps.gmu.edu/, or call at 703-993-2380 for assistance with any kind of psychological/life 
problem or crisis situation. I can help with referrals for students with particular counseling needs, 
so please feel free to email me for help with anything. 

 

 

 

https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/
https://ds.gmu.edu/
https://caps.gmu.edu/
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Course Outline 

Topic Readings/Assignments/Exams 
Week 1: Mon Aug 24 – Sun Aug 30 
Introduction to class • Syllabus

• Course Materials: Folder: Introduction
• Weekly Check-in Chat

Introduction to Normal and 
Abnormal Behavior  

• Chapter 1 Textbook
• Course Materials: Folder 1

Week 2: Mon Aug 31 – Sun Sept 6 
Theories and Causes • Chapter 2 Textbook

• Course Materials: Folder 2
• Weekly Check-in Chat

Week 3: Mon Sept 7- Sun Sept 13 
Mon Sept 7: NO CLASS – Labor Day 
Research • Chapter 3 Textbook

• Course Materials: Folder 3
• Weekly Check-in Chat

Week 4: Mon Sept 14 – Sun Sept 20 
Assessment, Diagnosis, and 
Treatment 

• Chapter 4 Textbook
• Course Materials: Folder 4
• Weekly Check-in Chat
• Virtual Discussion 1 (Deadline: 09.20.20 by 11:59 pm)

Week 5: Mon Sept 21 – Sun Sept 27 
• Exam 1: Chapters 1 – 4 (Deadline: 09.27.20 by 11:59 pm)

Intellectual Disability • Chapter 5 Textbook
• Course Materials: Folder 5
• Weekly Check-in Chat

Week 6: Mon Sept 28 – Sun Oct 4 
Autism Spectrum Disorder 
and Childhood-Onset 
Schizophrenia 

• Chapter 6 Textbook
• Course Materials: Folder 6
• Weekly Check-in Chat
• Virtual Discussion 2 (Deadline: 10.04.20 by 11:59 pm)

Week 7: Mon Oct 5 – Sun Oct 11 
Communication & Learning 
Disorders 

• Chapter 7 Textbook
• Course Materials: Folder 7
• Weekly Check-in Chat
• Deadline Short Paper (10.11.20 by 11:59 pm)

Week 8: Mon Oct 12 – Sun Oct - 18 
Mon Oct 12: NO CLASS – FALL BREAK 

• Exam 2: Chapters 5 -7 (Deadline: 10.18.20 by 11:59 pm)
ADHD • Chapter 8 Textbook

• Course Materials: Folder 8
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• Weekly Check-in Chat 
Week 9: Mon Oct 19 – Sun Oct 25 
Conduct Problems • Chapter 9 Textbook 

• Course Materials: Folder 9 
• Weekly Check-in Chat 
• Virtual Discussion 3 (Deadline: 10.25.20 by 11:59 pm) 

Week 10: Mon Oct 26 – Sun Nov 1 
Depressive and Bipolar 
Disorders 

• Chapter 10 Textbook 
• Course Materials: Folder 10  
• Weekly Check-in Chat 
• Virtual Discussion 4 (Deadline: 11.01.20 by 11:59 pm) 

Week 11: Mon Nov 2 – Sun Nov 8 
 • Exam 3: Chapters 8 – 10 (Deadline: 11.08.20 by 11:59 pm) 
Anxiety, and Obsessive-
Compulsive Disorders  

• Chapter 11 Textbook 
• Course Materials: Folder 11 
• Weekly Check-in Chat 

Week 12: Mon Nov 9 – Sun Nov 15 
Trauma and Stressor Related 
Disorders 

• Chapter 12 Textbook 
• Course Materials: Folder 12 
• Weekly Check-in Chat 

Week 13: Mon Nov 16 – Sun Nov 22 
Health Related and 
Substance Use Disorders  
 

• Chapter 13 Textbook 
• Course Materials: Folder 13 
• Weekly Check-in Chat 
• Virtual Discussion 5 (Deadline: 11.22.20 by 11:59 pm) 

Week 14: Mon Nov 23 – Sun Nov 29 
Wed Nov 25 – Sun Nov 29: NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING RECESS 
 • Deadline Extra Credit Paper (11.29.20 by 11:59 pm) 
Week 15: Mon Nov 30 – Sun Dec 6 
Feeding and Eating 
Disorders 

• Chapter 14 Textbook 
• Course Materials: Folder 14 
• Weekly Check-in Chat 
• Virtual Discussion 6 (Deadline: 12.06.20 by 11:59 pm) 

Weeks 16 – 17: Mon Dec 7 – Wed Dec 16 
Mon Dec 7 – Tues Dec 8: NO CLASS. READING DAYS 
Wed Dec 9- Wed. Dec 16: 
Examination Period 

• Exam 4: Chapters 11 – 14 (Deadline: 12.16.20 by 11:59 pm) 

 

 

 

 


