
Cognitive Psychology 

PSYC 317 

Instructor: Min Ji Kim (First name is Min Ji)   Email: mkim57@gmu.edu 

Office Hours: By appointment only 

Course Description and Objectives 

Cognitive Psychology is the study of people’s cognitive processes. This class is designed to introduce 

cognitive psychology to students. Some topics in cognitive psychology are: 1. attention, 2. language use, 

3. memory, 4. perception, 5. creativity, and 6. thinking. These topics are more integrated in our 

everyday lives than we think, and the students will be able to explore these concepts in real life settings. 

In this class, students will be taught about our mental processes in an interesting and informative way. 

Required Materials 

• Cognitive Psychology: Connecting Mind, Research, and Everyday Experience. 4th edition. By E. 

Bruce Goldstein ISBN-13: 978-1285763880 ISBN-10: 1285763882 

• Webcam for exams. All exams will be administered on respondus lockdown browser and will 

require a webcam. 

Course Breakdown 

Tests (45%): 

There will be four exams in this class. Only three of the exams will be counted towards your grade, and 

the lowest exam score will be dropped. Each exam accounts for 15% of your final grade, for an overall 

total of 45%. You will have an option of taking all four exams and dropping one or only taking three 

exams. The final can also be dropped. All exams will be administered via blackboard lockdown browser 

and will require a webcam. 

Weekly Assignments (25%): 

There will be 12 weekly assignments in this class with 2 assignments dropped. All the weekly 

assignments will be posted on the lecture slides, and will be due every Sunday at 11:59PM EST. The 

assignments will be graded based on completion as opposed to accuracy. If you miss the weekly 

assignments for any reason, you must contact me within 2 weeks of the assignments due date. I do not 

guarantee that your request will be accepted.  After 2 weeks, I will not accept any requests for make-up 

weekly assignments. 

Chapter Quizzes (30%): 

Following completion of a chapter, students will take an online chapter quiz via Blackboard. All quiz 

questions are multiple choice and cover topics that will appear on exams. Quizzes are open book/note 

and timed, and you may only take each quiz once. Quizzes must be completed before class time on the 

due dates according to the posted schedule. There will be a total of 12 chapter quizzes, and your lowest 

2 quiz grades will be dropped. Thus 10 quizzes will count toward your final grade for a total of 30% of 
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your final grade. If you miss a chapter quiz for any reason, you must contact me within 2 weeks of the 

chapter quiz due date. I do not guarantee that your request will be accepted. After 2 weeks, I will not 

accept any requests for make-up chapter quizzes. 

Grading Breakdown 

Tests (45%) + Weekly Assignments (25%) + Chapter Quizzes (30%) = 100% 

A 94+ 

A- 90-93 

B+ 87-89 

B 83-86 

B- 80-82 

C+ 77-79 

C 73-76 

C- 70-72 

D 60-69 

F 0-59 

 

Grading Policy 

Grades are non-negotiable and no extra credit will be given other than what is mentioned in the extra 

credit section. Grades will be rounded to the nearest whole number percentage at the end of the 

semester. For example, if a student gets 88.5% or higher, their grade will be rounded to 89%. If a 

student gets 88.4% or lower, their grade will be rounded to 88%. Whole number percentages will not be 

rounded to a higher grade. For example, 89% will not be rounded to a 90%. This is non-negotiable. 

Emails/inquiries about rounding your grade up will be ignored. 

Exam Make Up Policy 

Students may take an exam after (or before) the scheduled date only if they receive the instructor’s 

permission before the day of the test. This does not mean that if a student sends me an email the night 

before that they will be able to take the exam late. Students must have the instructor’s written 

permission before the day of the test. If students miss more than one exam (which has the option to be 

dropped), then the exam can only be made up if they: (a) receive my permission before the day of the 

exam or (b) have a valid excuse (note from a doctor, judge, sergeant, etc.). The instructor reserves the 

right to refuse giving the exam after (or before) the scheduled date if a student does not have a valid 

excuse. 

Extra Credit 

Students have the opportunity to earn up to 2% extra credit through research participation. Each hour 

of research participation is worth 0.5% extra credit. Opportunities for participation can be found at: 

http://gmu.sona-systems.com/ 



Add/drop deadlines 

- Last day to add/drop with 100% tuition refund: September 8th 

- Last day to drop with partial tuition refund: September 15th 

- Last day to drop with no tuition refund: October 28 

Official Communications via GMU E-Mail 

Mason uses electronic mail to provide official information to students. Examples include 

communications from course instructors, notices from the library, notices about academic standing, 

financial aid information, class materials, assignments, questions, and instructor feedback. Students are 

responsible for the content of university communication sent to their Mason e-mail account, and are 

required to activate that account and check it regularly. When you email me, please put PSYC 317 in the 

subject line. This will put your email in a specific folder that I will check often. 

Academic Integrity 

It is expected that students adhere to the George Mason University Honor Code as it relates to integrity 

regarding coursework and grades. The Honor Code reads as follows: “To promote a stronger sense of 

mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of the George Mason University 

community and with the desire for greater academic and personal achievement, we, the student 

members of the University Community have set forth this: Student members of the George Mason 

University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal and/or lie in matters related to academic 

work.” More information about the Honor Code, including definitions of cheating, lying, and plagiarism, 

can be found at the Office of Academic Integrity website at http://oai.gmu.edu 

Disability Services 

Disability Services at George Mason University is committed to upholding the letter and spirit of the laws 

that ensure equal treatment of people with disabilities. Under the administration of University Life, 

Disability Services implements and coordinates reasonable accommodations and disability-related 

services that afford equal access to university programs and activities. Students can begin the 

registration process with Disability Services at any time during their enrollment at George Mason 

University. If you are seeking accommodations, please visit http://ds.gmu.edu/ for detailed information 

about the Disability Services registration process. Disability Services is located in Student Union Building 

I (SUB I), Suite 2500. Email: ods@gmu.edu | Phone: (703) 993-2474 

Student Services 

- Counseling and Psychological Services: The George Mason University Counseling and 

Psychological Services (CAPS) staff consists of professional counseling and clinical psychologists, 

social workers, and counselors who offer a wide range of services (e.g., individual and group 

counseling, workshops and outreach programs) to enhance students' personal experience and 

academic performance (See http://caps.gmu.edu). 

- Student Support and Advocacy Center: The George Mason University Student Support and 

Advocacy Center offers one-on-one support to students, interactive programming, and off-
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campus resources. Some of the topic areas they address include healthy relationships, stress 

management, nutrition, sexual assault, dating/domestic violence, stalking, drug and alcohol use, 

and sexual health. See http://ssac.gmu.edu for more information. 

Religious Holidays 

Please refer to George Mason University’s calendar of religious holidays and observations 

(http://ulife.gmu.edu/calendar/religious -holiday-calendar/). It is the student's responsibility to speak to 

the instructor in advance should their religious observances impact their participation in class activities 

and assignments. 

Student Privacy 

George Mason University strives to fully comply with FERPA by protecting the privacy of student records 

and judiciously evaluating requests for release of information from those records. Please see George 

Mason University’s student privacy policy https://registrar.gmu.edu/students/privacy/ 

Mason Diversity Statement 

George Mason University promotes a living and learning environment for outstanding growth and 

productivity among its students, faculty and staff. Through its curriculum, programs, policies, 

procedures, services and resources, Mason strives to maintain a quality environment for work, study 

and personal growth. 


