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George Mason University, Department of History,  
HIS 693: Historic Preservation, Spring 2020 

 
Instructor:   John H. Sprinkle, Jr., Ph.D.   Location: Rm 1405: Mason Global Center (formerly Mason Inn Hotel) 
Time:  Thursday, 7:20 to 10:00 PM   Office Hours: Wednesday, 5:30-7:00, please make an appointment 
Phone:  202-354-2228 (work) 571-338-2126 (cell)  Email:  jsprink1@gmu.edu 
 
OVERVIEW AND COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
This course is designed to introduce students to the history, theory, and current issues of preservation practice in the U.S. and beyond. We will 
explore theories of what, how, why, and for whom we preserve, within the context of the evolution of the field of historic preservation. The focus will 
be on providing as large and varied a framework for understanding current preservation practice and issues as possible in one semester. We hope 
that the course will help students explore their own areas of interest a bit more deeply and/or to develop areas of interest in new topics.  
 
The goals are to: explore the foundations of preservation; investigate theories of preservation; gain exposure to a wide and diverse range of practice 
and debate in the field; and, enable students to begin to form their own framework and understanding of preservation as they prepare to become 
leaders in the field. We will explore both the historical roots of preservation, rather narrowly focused on repairing old buildings, and begin to think 
about the modern, broad field of preservation in terms of individuals, societies, and cultures and their relationships to the built environment and 
cultural landscape. We will emphasize the multidisciplinary breadth of the preservation field and the public nature of its practice.  
 
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADES: 

• Class Participation (20% of final grade): Your presence is extremely important, as is your preparation for each class. Please notify me 
immediately if you cannot make a class due to illness or a personal emergency. We will follow the standard University policy on inclement 
weather and rescheduling of classes. Active participation includes the following:  

o Complete all reading prior to the start of each class. Come to class prepared to discuss the readings. Listen and respond actively 
and thoughtfully and respectfully: contribute to harmony in the classroom. Each week one student will be responsible for leading 
class discussion.   

o To demonstrate your reading experience, each week please submit a digital copy (any format) of your reading notes before 
class.  

o Digitally submit one slide/illustration that best illustrates the story told by one or more of the assigned readings. By the 
end of the semester you will have the materials necessary for a presentation on the history of historic preservation.    

• Short Papers: All written work for this course should be of a level appropriate to graduate students. Please take the time to proofread all 
assignments carefully. Learning to write well is a lifelong endeavor, and you can always improve and hone your skills. All assignments should be 
in 12 pt. font, with one-inch margins and paginated.  Please use the footnote/endnote style in the Chicago Manual of Style (14th Ed.).   
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o Short Paper 1: Site Visit (20% of final grade): Visit a historic site, building, or landscape and record your initial observations of the 
site.  Clearly describe the site and summarize its history.  What message or memory is being preserved?  How does the site make 
you/visitors feel about the past?  What is the relationship between the object/material/form and the messages and narratives that 
are being presented?  Assess the extent of restoration or conservation at the site – is it evident to the visitor? Describe how the 
property came to be preserved. Pick a site you have not visited before and don’t know much about.  Focus on the experience of 
your visit (open your eyes and senses); this is not a research paper. This paper should be no longer than 5 pages, double spaced 
(about 1,000 words).  Come to class prepared to talk about your site, as if describing it in an informal setting. Due digitally at the 
beginning of class, February 6, 2020.   

o Short Paper 2: Describe a Preservation Law (20% of final grade): Prepare a summary of a preservation law. You should clearly 
present the legislation and the importance of the law, particularly for a small, local organization.  You should cover the law’s overall 
purpose, definitions, and operation, then present a short case study to help your audience grasp its operation and importance to 
their work.  Use a specific law or section of a law, keep it fairly specific (i.e., don’t try to tackle the entire NHPA!).  Remember, you 
are writing for a lay public audience, so avoid jargon and provide definitions where appropriate.  Confirm you selected topic with 
your instructor.  This paper should be no longer than 6 pages, double spaced (about 1,500 words). Due digitally at the beginning of 
class, March 5, 2020. 

o Short Paper 3: Update an Essay from A Richer Heritage (20% of final grade): A Richer Heritage is now almost 20 years old.  Your 

assignment is to draft an update to ONE chapter from the book.  Confirm the selection of the chapter you wish to work on with your 

instructor.  This paper should be no longer than 5-6 pages, double spaced (about 1,250-1,500 words). Due digitally at the beginning 

of class, April 16, 2020.  

o Short Paper 4:  Preservation Commission Description (20% of final grade): You will attend a local Preservation Commission or 

Architectural Review Board meeting. Your assignment is to prepare a report on the commission’s mission, legislative mandate, and 

policy/guidelines.  Identify the major issues facing the commission.  You may consider interviewing one or more of the commission 

members to gather information.  This paper should be no longer than 6 pages, double spaced (about 1500 words). Due digitally at 

the beginning of class, April 30, 2020. 

REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS: 

• Stipe, Robert E., ed., A Richer Heritage: Historic Preservation in the Twenty-First Century, 2003 (AHR)  

• Page, Max and Randall Mason, eds., Giving Preservation a History: Histories of Historic Preservation in the United States, SECOND 
EDITION, New York: Routledge, 2004. (GPH) 

• Sprinkle, John H., Crafting Preservation Criteria: The National Register of Historic Places and American Historic Preservation, 2014. (CPC) 

• Sprinkle, John H., Saving Spaces: Historic Land Conservation in the United States. New York: Routledge, 2018. (SS) 
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Date Theme Readings/Assignments Notes 

Jan 23 Elvis vs. Ford • ARH:  Preface & Prologue: Why Preserve   

• GPH: Rethinking the Roots 

CPC: Introduction 
SS: From Period Rooms to Large Landscapes 

 

Jan 30 19th Century: 
Mount Vernon 

• GPH: Lindgren, A Spirit that Fires the Imagination 

• GPH: Mason, Historic Preservation, Public Memory 

• GPH: Holleran, Roots in Boston 

 

Feb 6 Early 20th Century:  
Williamsburg 

• CPC: The Prehistory of Preservation 

• GPH: Wilson, Place Over Time  

• GPH: Greenfield, Marketing the Past  
GPH: Yuhl, Charleston Is Largely A Matter of Feeling 

Site Visit Paper Due 
 

Feb 13 Historic Sites Act of 1935 CPC: An Orderly, Balanced, and Comprehensive Panorama 

• SS: San Francisco Surplus 
GPH: Webster-Ryberg, Combatting Decline 

 

Feb 20 Operation Overview • SS: Valuing Vision 

• SS: The Recreation Movement 

 

Feb 27 National Historic 
Preservation Act 

0f 1966 

CPC: Both Artistic and Historic  
CPC: Integrity and Authenticity 
CPC: A more Difficult Problem 
GPH: Wiley, Dunbar High School Dilemma 

 

Mar 5 Open Space and 
Easements 

SS: Open Space for Urban America 
SS: A Crisis of Need, Time, and Money 

Preservation Law Paper 
Due 

Mar 12  No Class: Spring Break  

Mar 19   No Class: Organization of American Historians Meeting   

Mar 26 Preservation Movement • CPC: The 50-Year Rule 

• CPC: The Separation of Historic Church and State 

• CPC: Le Tout Ensemble  

 

Apr 2 Section 106 • ARH: Fowler, The Federal Preservation Program 

• CPC: Eligible for Inclusion 
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Apr 9  Tribes & States & Locals • ARH: Lyon & Brook, The States 

• ARH: Cofresi & Radtke, Local Government Programs 

• ARH: Downer, Native Americans  

 

Apr 16 Money, Jobs & Taxes • ARH: Mayes, Preservation Law and Public Policy 

• ARH: Howe, Private Sector Involvement 

• ARH: Howard, Nonprofits in Historic Preservation 

ARH Chapter Update Due 

Apr 23 Consensus & Controversy • GPH: Bluestone, Chicago’s Mecca Flat Blues 

• ARH: Lee, Social and Ethnic Dimensions 
GPH: Dubrow, Taking Action 

 

Apr 30 The Future • GPH: Kaufman, Conclusion: Moving Forward 

• AHR: Stipe, Where do we go from here? 

• CPC: The Preservation Movement 

• SS: Preservation and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment 
GPH: Page, Not Your Grandmother’s Preservation Movement 

•  

Preservation 
Commission Paper Due 

 
 
 


