
History 610-001: The Study and Writing of History 

Spring 2020 

Syllabus 

  

Instructor: Dr. Stamatina McGrath 

Phone numbers: 571- 214-2500 (c), 703-993-1250 (o) 

E-mail address: smcgrath@gmu.edu 

Office Hours:  Thurs. 6:00-7:00pm and by appointment 

Office: Rob B 371B 

Class: Research Hall 202, 7:20-10:00pm 

  

This course will introduce graduate student to the methods of historical analysis 

developed by 20th and 21st century historians. We will focus on examining the 

ways in which ideological trends influence how historians pose questions, do 

research, use evidence and synthesize their results when writing history. 

 

Class Goals: 

 

Our main goal this semester is to familiarize students with the different ways 

historians think and write about history. While it is easy to think of historians as 

collectors of historical evidence and facts, the most significant part of the task is to 

synthesize and interpret the evidence. In this act, the historian demonstrates not 

only individual biases but also social, cultural, and political influences. It is our 

task to learn, recognize and identify these in our readings, allowing us to evaluate 

the contribution of historians on multiple levels. 

 

Specifically, by the end of the semester students will be able to: 

1.      Exhibit understanding of the variety of approaches and methodologies the 

writing of history. 

2.      Demonstrate the ability to narrate and explain long-term changes and 

continuities in historical thought, specifically in the 20th and 21st centuries. 

3.      Identify, evaluate, and appropriately cite online and print resources. 

4.      Develop multiple historical literacies especially dealing with the analysis of 

secondary sources by examining historical works of various kinds, and using these 

sources as evidence to support the analysis and description of the historical 

landscape and in a variety of subfields of history. 

5.      Communicate effectively— through speech, writing, and use of digital 

media—their understanding of patterns, process, and themes in historical writing. 
 

Schedule 

mailto:smcgrath@gmu.edu


 

January 23  Introduction         

  

January 30  John H. Arnold, History: A Very Short Introduction. 
  

February 6 Maza, Thinking About History, (17th edition) 

Topics for final paper due 

                   

February13 Sidney Mintz, Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in 

Modern History 
 

February 20  Michel-Rolph Trouillot, Silencing the Past: Power and the 

                           Production of History (20th anniversary edition.) 

  

February 27           Thavolia Glymph, Out of the House of Bondage: The 

                    Transformation of the Plantation Household. 

                             

March 5 Edward Baptist, The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and 

the Making of American Capitalism 

Annotated bibliography for final paper due 
 

March 12               Spring Break             

  

March 19 Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre AND Marc 

Bloch, French Rural History 
 

March 26 Alexandra Parma Cook and Noble David Cook, Good Faith 

and Truthful Ignorance: A Case of Transatlantic Bigamy.  

                             

April 2 Bonnie Smith, The Gender of History  

Outline for final paper due 

  
April 9           Dipesh Chakrabarty, Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial 

Thought and Historical Difference (pp. 1-113) 
          

April 16 Dipesh Chakrabarty, Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial 

Thought and Historical Difference (pp. 117-298) 

 

April 23 Ada Cohen and Steven E. Kangas (eds.), Assyrian Reliefs from 

the Palace of Ashurnasirpal II: A Cultural Biography. 



Rough drafts of final papers 
 

April 30  Oral presentations on final papers 

  
May 7  Final Papers Due (11:00pm)            

                   

  

                    

Required Texts 

   
Title: History: A Very Short Introduction (Edition: 1) 

Author: John H. Arnold 

ISBN: 9780192853523 

 

Title: The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and the making of American Capitalism 
Author: Edward E. Baptist 
ISBN: 9780465049660 

 

Title: French Rural History: An Essay on its Basic Characteristics 

Author: Marc Bloch, Bryce Lyon (Foreword), Janet Sondheimer (Translator) 

ISBN: 9780520016606 

 

Title: Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial Thought and Historical Difference (New Edition) 
Author: Dipesh Chakrabarty 
ISBN: 9780691130019 

 

Title: Assyrian Reliefs from the Palace of Ashurnasipal II: A Cultural Biography 

Author: Ada Cohen and Steven Kangas (eds.) 

ISBN: 9781584658177 

 
Title: Out of the House of Bondage: The Transformation of the Plantation Household 

Author: Thavolia Glymph 

ISBN: 9780521703987 

 

Title: Thinking About History (Edition: 17) 

Author: Sarah Maza 

ISBN: 9780226109336 

 

Title: Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History 

Author: Sidney W. Mintz 

ISBN: 9780140092332 

 
Title: Good Faith and Truthful Ignorance: A Case of Transatlantic Bigamy 

Author: Alexandra Parma Cook and Noble David Cook 

ISBN: 9780822312222 

 

 

 

Title: The Gender of History (Edition: 1) 
Author: Bonnie G. Smith 
ISBN: 9780674002043 



 

Title: Silencing the Past (20th anniversary edition): Power and the Production of History (2nd edition) 
Author: Michel-Rolph Trouillot 
ISBN: 9780807080535 

 

Title: The Return Of Martin Guerre 

Author: Natalie Zemon Davis 

ISBN: 9780674766914 

 
Suggested:  

Title: A pocket Guide to Writing History (Edition: 9) 

Author: Mary Lynn Rampolla 

ISBN: 9781319113025 

 
   
 

Assignments and Grades 

  

1.  Class participation counts for 10% of the grade. It includes attendance, 

contribution class discussions, and preparation of weekly readings. 

[10% of total grade] 
 

2.  Reaction Essays: Each student must turn in a brief reaction essay (no longer 

than one page) on each week’s readings. The types of questions you might 

address are: 

1. Do you agree or disagree with in the book’s thesis and approach? 

2. Can you identify the ideological framework behind the reading? 

3. Does the author/s accomplish their intended goals? 

Obtaining a library card from the Library of Congress can substitute for one 

essay (please provide copy of the card and indicate which week's reaction 

you wish to skip). You are not required to write a reaction on the books 

you present in oral reports. [20% of total grade] 

  

3.  Class Presentation: Each student will participate in one, 20’ group oral 

presentation from the books on the Required Texts list. Each student will 

need to coordinate the presentation with the other member/s of your group. 

Along with an evaluation of the book each team is required to present a 

brief biography of the author and summarize 3-5 academic reviews on 

the publication. [A total of 5% of the total grade] 

 

4.   Book Review: Each student must also submit a 5-7page book review one 

week after one of his/her presentation on the same topic. Book reviews 

should briefly summarize the book’s argument but should also focus on a 

critical appraisal of the author’s sources and approach and should attempt to 



place the piece within the corpus of literature of its time and type. The 

review essay must include a bibliography and footnotes. [A total of 15% of 

the class grade] 

 

5.  Oral History Project: Each student will submit a 5-7 page essay based on 

an interview of a person the student selects among family, colleagues, or 

friends about a significant historical event in their life and transcribe the 

interview 3-4 pages. In the introduction, the student must introduce the topic 

of the interview providing the historical context (who, what, when, why), 

and identify the interviewee and their relationship to them along with the 

location of the interview (in detail, to include the space, furnishings, and 

location of recording devices). Next, the student must transcribe the dialogue 

identifying the questions and the interviewee’s responses (body language, 

facial expressions or hand gestures, and any pauses or breaks to the narration 

including laughter). Care should be taken to preserve as much of the 

characteristic expressions of the interviewee (do not try to edit the text for 

correctness, rather provide it in its “raw” form). Interviews can be video 

recordings but must still be transcribed. In the conclusion the students 

should include their impression of the process, as well as, what they have 

learned from the interview that may help the historical understanding the 

events described and should provide footnotes and bibliography for all 

sources consulted. Instead of producing a video, students may produce a ppt 

with at least twenty images associated with the interviewee and the time 

period and event described. Each student will present their interview to class 

on dates selected on the first day of classes – each presentation should be no 

more than 20’. [ Oral History project is 15% of the final grade and the 

presentation accounts for 5%] 
 

 

6.  The Final Paper: will be a historiographic essay due no later than May 7. 

The paper should be approximately 15-17 pages in length, double spaced, 

with footnotes and bibliography (please follow Chicago Style). This paper 

will present the discussion of the historiographic tradition specific to a 

historical topic and should reflect the area of interest or specialization of 

each student. Topics must be presented to the instructor by February 6. 

Bibliographies and Outlines should be turned in by March 5 and April 2 

respectively. Rough drafts of the final paper are due April 23. In addition, 

on April 30 you will be responsible for a 5-minute oral presentation on your 

paper discussing the results of your study. [30% of total grade]  

  



If you cannot attend class, please notify the instructor in advance and make every 

effort to keep up with each week’s reading assignments. 
 

Class policies 

 

• Because this is a computer classroom, we will frequently be using the internet as a means 

to enhance our discussions. Please be respectful of your peers and your instructor and do 

not engage in activities that are unrelated to the class. Such disruptions show a lack of 

professionalism and may affect your participation grade. 

 

• Mason is an Honor Code university; please see the Office for Academic Integrity for 

a full description of the code and the honor committee process. The principle of 

academic integrity is taken very seriously, and violations are treated gravely. What 

does academic integrity mean in this course? Essentially, you are responsible for 

performing all class related tasks, assignments and readings. When you rely on 

someone else’s work in any task, you will give full credit in the proper, accepted 

form. Another aspect of academic integrity is the free play of ideas. Vigorous 

discussion and debate are encouraged in this course, with the firm expectation that 

all aspects of the class will be conducted with civility and respect for differing ideas, 

perspectives, and traditions. When in doubt (of any kind) please ask for guidance and 

clarification. ( https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/ ) 

 

• If you have a documented learning disability or other condition that may affect 
academic performance you should: 1) make sure this documentation is on file with 
Disability Services (SUB I, Rm. 4205; 993-2474; http://ds.gmu.edu) to determine 
the accommodations you need; and 2) talk with me to discuss your accommodation 
needs. 
 

• Students must use their MasonLive email account to receive important University 

information, including communications related to this class. I will not respond to 

messages sent from or send messages to a non-Mason email address. Please include 

the subject line: Hist 610-01 in all communications.  

 
Grading scale: 

A+ 4.00 Satisfactory/Passing 

A 4.00 Satisfactory/Passing 

A- 3.67 Satisfactory/Passing 

B+ 3.33 Satisfactory/Passing 

B 3.00 Satisfactory/Passing 

B- 2.67 Satisfactory/Passing 

C 2.00 Unsatisfactory/Passing 

F 0.00 Unsatisfactory/Failing 

https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/

