
CRIM 100-001 

Introduction to Criminal Justice  

George Mason University 

Spring 2020 
Instructor:  Robert A. Blakley 
Email:  rblakley@gmu.edu 
Phone:  571-221-6073 
Website:  http://cls.gmu.edu/ 
Office Hours:  There will be no posted office hours; however, I am available either by appointment or 
before and after class. 
 
Class Time: Tuesday, 4:30pm – 7:10pm 
Class Location: Fairfax Campus 

Innovation Hall – Room 105 
 
Mason uses only Mason e-mail accounts to communicate with enrolled students. Students must 
activate their Mason e-mail account, use it to communicate with their department and other 
administrative units, and check it regularly for important university information including messages 
related to this class.  See http://masonlive.gmu.edu for information on how to use your account. 
 
Required Materials:  Students are required to purchase the digital or print copy of the course textbook, 

with MindTap, published by Cengage.  Testing and homework assignments will be completed in 
the MindTap application, so it is mandatory that students obtain access to this program.   

 
MindTap enables you to make the most of your time by learning your way—wherever, whenever. 
MindTap keeps all of your course resources in one, convenient place, and it also uses the integrated 
digital textbook to allow you to highlight key text passages and take notes, and you can even create your 
own custom flashcards and study guides.  MindTap also helps me see areas where students are 
struggling, so I can adjust my instruction to meet your educational needs.   
 
Cengage offers many purchasing combinations that will provide you 
with access to the textbook (digital and/or print) and also the MindTap 
materials.  To register and purchase materials for this course, log in to 
our course in Blackboard, look in the “Course Content Folder,” and click 
the “Access and Register for MindTap Here!” link.  If you wish to 
purchase a print copy of the textbook, you are not required to 
purchase it from Cengage; the GMU Bookstore will have the text.  We 
will discuss all of this in detail at our first class, and there is no need to 
purchase anything prior to our first class.    
 
Students should also download the Cengage MindTap mobile app for your mobile device, so we can 
make our classroom sessions as interactive as possible.  This app will allow me to administer class polls 
and use other engagement tools to make our class as interactive as possible.  Follow this link for more 
on the mobile app and downloading instructions:  https://www.cengage.com/mindtap/mobileapp  

mailto:rblakley@gmu.edu
http://cls.gmu.edu/
http://masonlive.gmu.edu/
https://mymasonportal.gmu.edu/
https://www.cengage.com/mindtap/mobileapp
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Additionally, if you have multiple courses that require textbooks published by Cengage, you may want to 
consider the Cengage Unlimited program, which offers substantial discounts for students accessing 
multiple courses published by Cengage. 
 
Course Description: 
This course provides students with an overview of the American criminal justice system, to include the 
theories of justice, criminal law, policing, judicial system, punishment and corrections, and the juvenile 
justice system, to name a few.  This class is part of the Mason Core, and is required for all criminology 
majors and minors.     
 
This course is designated as a Mason Impact course.  Mason Impact is a 

Provost initiative that prepares students to tackle significant global 

questions and challenges by investigating meaningful questions, 

engaging multiple perspectives, and creating new knowledge within the 

context of Undergraduate Research, Civic Engagement, 

Entrepreneurship, and Global Activities.  

Course Goals & Objectives: 

• Develop an understanding of crime, law, and the criminal justice system. 

• Define crime categories and trends. 

• Understand the cause of crime, and theories of victimization. 

• Understand criminal law and related procedures. 

• Learn about the history of policing and its role in modern times. 

• Identify issues in policing that have prompted change and adaptation. 

• Explore police and the rule of law, to include search and seizure, interrogation, etc. 

• Discuss the American judicial system, to include federal, state, and local courts. 

• Explore pre- and post- trial procedures and services. 

• Identify the goals of the various types of criminal punishment and sentencing. 

• Discuss the corrections system, its history, and purpose. 

• Identify the purpose of alternative accountability and other restorative justice programs. 

• Describe post-prison life, and the challenges related to parole, probation, and rehabilitation. 

• Discuss the Juvenile Justice System, its goals and challenges.  
 
Classroom Conduct: 
When using electronic devices (laptop, cellphone, etc.), please be respectful of your peers and 
instructor.  Off-task behaviors (social media, messaging, gaming) are not allowed during class hours and 
may negatively impact your participation grade.  The use of recording devices is prohibited in the 
classroom unless authorized by the instructor. 
 
Attendance Policy and Late Work: 
Students are expected to attend class for the periods for which they are registered.  Attendance counts 
toward your participation grade, and excessive absences, tardiness, or early departures will negatively 
impact your final grade.  Assignments are due by midnight on the date listed in this syllabus, unless 
otherwise noted.  I will consider accepting late work for excused absences (illness, death in family, etc.) 
on a case-by-case basis.   
 

https://www.cengage.com/unlimited/
https://catalog.gmu.edu/mason-core/
https://provost.gmu.edu/initiatives/mason-impact
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Enrollment Statement: 
Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in class.  Schedule adjustments should be made 
by the deadlines published in the Schedule of Classes.  Deadlines each semester are published in the 
Schedule of Classes available on the Registrar’s website. 
 
After the last day to drop a class, withdrawing from the class requires the approval of the dean and is 
only allowed for non-academic reasons.  Undergraduate students may choose to exercise a selective 
withdraw.  See the Schedule of Classes or selective withdraw procedures for further information. 
 
Students with Disabilities: 
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and 
contact Disability Services at 703-993-2474 or ds.gmu.edu. All academic accommodations must be 
arranged through that office. 
 
Academic Integrity: 
Ethics and Integrity are the cornerstone of the Criminal Justice System, and I will accept nothing less in 
my class.  Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, 
steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.  If you have any questions, ask me.  Learn more about 
GMU’s Honor Code. 
 
Grading Scale: 
A+ 97-100% B+ 87-89%  C+ 77-79%  D 60-69%   
A 93-96%  B 83-86%  C 73-76%  F 0-59% 
A- 90-92%  B- 80-82%  C- 70-72% 
 
Grading: 
Your final grade will be calculated as follows (100%): 
Participation/Attendance – 30% 
Homework – 20% 
Quizzes and Tests – 50%  
 
Participation/Attendance (30%) 
 

• Assigned Reading(s) 
o Students should come to class prepared to discuss the topic for that week, which 

includes having completed the required reading as indicated by the syllabus.  Reading 
the material and being prepared for class is part of your participation grade.  I will also 
occasionally post articles and recommended other readings on Blackboard to 
supplement the textbook materials.  I encourage you to read these and be prepared to 
discuss them in class.   
 

• Class Participation 
o My goal is to create a classroom environment that is comfortable and engaging.  I 

encourage dialogue in the class where appropriate, and I will also be measuring your 
attendance and participation using the MindTap mobile application.     

https://registrar.gmu.edu/
http://registrar.gmu.edu/calendars/
http://ods.gmu.edu/
http://ds.gmu.edu/
https://oai.gmu.edu/
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o You will have the opportunity to earn two (2) participation points for each class that you 
attend.  These points will account for your participation grade, which will represent 30% 
of your final grade.  For example, if there are 12 class sessions (24 points) in the 
semester and you are present for all of those classes, you will receive all 24 points.  Your 
final participation grade in this scenario would be a 100% (A+).  If you only attend six 
classes in that scenario, you would only receive 12 of the available 24 points, which 
would yield a 50% (F) for the final participation grade.  We’ll talk more about this on the 
first day.  
 

• Extra Credit (Not Required) – Blackboard Posting – Final Report of the President’s Task Force 
on 21st Century Policing 

o To earn up to four (4) points of extra credit towards your participation grade, you may 
read the Final Report of the President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing and complete 
a substantive post in Blackboard (at least 300 words), discussing your takeaways from 
the report.  https://cops.usdoj.gov/pdf/taskforce/taskforce_finalreport.pdf  

 
Homework Assignments (20%) 

• There are four (4) homework assignments spread throughout the course, which are worth 25 
points each.  You will find the homework assignment in the “Textbook Chapters & Assignments” 
folder in Blackboard, in the appropriate textbook chapter folder.  The assignment must be 
completed in MindTap and is due by midnight on the date listed.  Your average score for all four 
of these assignments will account for 20% of your final grade. 

 
Quizzes and Tests (50%) 

• There are two (2) quizzes, one (1) mid-term exam, and one (1) final exam in this course.  I will 
grade these four tests, and drop the lowest score allowing the average of your three best grades 
to represent your final test grade.  All of the tests will be taken via MindTap and are open-
book/open-note.  You may take the test one time. 

• Quizzes may be taken at any time during the week prior to the due date, but they must be 
completed by midnight on the due date listed below.  You will have class on the quiz dates. 

• For the mid-term and final exam dates, we will not have class.  Instead, at any time on that date, 
you will complete the exam using the same process as listed above.   

     
Course Schedule: 

DATE CLASS 
DESCRIPTION 

DUE BY 
MIDNIGHT 

01/21/20 Introduction and Course Overview  
Chapters 1 – Criminal Justice  
 

 

01/28/20 NO CLASS – Read Chapters 1-3 
Homework – Chapter 1 Video Case:  DOJ Investigation of the Ferguson 
Police Department 
 

HW #1 

02/04/20 Chapters 2-3 – Crime and Victimization 
 

 

https://cops.usdoj.gov/pdf/taskforce/taskforce_finalreport.pdf
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DATE CLASS 
DESCRIPTION 

DUE BY 
MIDNIGHT 

02/11/20 Chapter 4 – Criminal Law 
Homework – Chapter 4 You Decide Part I – Choose Your Path:  The 
Role of mens rea in Crime 
 

HW #2 

02/18/20 Chapter 5 – Policing and Security 
 

Quiz #1 
(Ch.1-3) 

02/25/20 Guest Presenter – TBD 
 

 

03/03/20 Chapter 6 – The Role of Modern Police 
 

 

03/10/20 NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK  
 

 

03/17/20 Chapter 7 – Issues in Policing – Mid-Term Review 
 

 

03/24/20 MID-TERM EXAM – Completed in MindTap  
 

Mid-Term 
(Ch. 4-6) 

03/31/20 Chapter 8 – Police and the Law 
Homework – Chapter 8 You Decide Part I – Choose Your Path:  
Searches and Warrants 
 

HW #3 

04/07/20 Chapters 9-10 – The Court System 
 

 

04/14/20 Chapters 11-12 – Punishment, Sentencing, and Alternatives 
 

Quiz #2 
(Ch.7-10) 

04/21/20 Chapters 13-14 – Corrections and Life After 
Homework – Chapter 13 Video Case:  Colorado Maximum Security 
Prison 
 

HW #4 

04/28/20 Chapters 15-16 – Contemporary Issues in Criminal Justice 
 

 

05/05/20 FINAL EXAM – Completed in MindTap  
 

Final Exam 
(Ch.11-16) 

 


