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Arts of Native North America 
Studies in 18th- and 19th-Century Art of the United States 

ARTH 372 sec 001 
 

Tu/Th 12:00-1:15  •  Art & Design 2026 
 
Dr. Vanessa M. Schulman   Office Hours: Thurs. 10:00 – 11:30 am or by appt. 
vschulma@gmu.edu    Office: Robinson-B 340 
    

Course Information 
3 credit hrs.  
Mason Core: Arts 
 
Description: This course provides a survey of the arts of native peoples in historical context. 
Organized both chronologically and geographically, the class will examine the visual arts of select 
tribes from the Arctic, Northwest Coast, Southwest, Plains, Northeast, and Southeast regions of 
North America, including parts of present-day Canada and the United States. Through examination 
of a wide variety of visual practices including painting, pottery, weaving and textiles, personal 
adornment, performance, and architecture/built environments, we will examine issues of class, 
status, gender, tribal identity, cosmology, and intercultural encounter within the arts of indigenous 
peoples. Chronologically the course ranges from pre-contact arts of North America to twentieth 
century and contemporary art, in which we will examine how historical traditions merge with 
cutting-edge practice. 
 
Mason Core: This course satisfies the Arts requirement in Mason Core. Students who successfully 
complete a course in the Arts category must meet the following learning outcomes: 

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between artistic process and a work’s 
underlying concept, and where appropriate, contexts associated with the work. 

2. Identify and analyze the formal elements of a particular art form using vocabulary and 
critique appropriate to that form. 

3. Analyze cultural productions using standards appropriate to the form, as well as the work’s 
cultural significance and context. 

4. Analyze and interpret the content of material culture through its social, historical, and 
personal contexts. 

 
Goals: By participating in this course, students should meet the following goals: 

- synthesize information to articulate critical responses to objects and texts 
- analyze and evaluate visual images and material culture objects 
- develop skills of academic communication, both written and oral 
- engage in high-level critical evaluation of secondary scholarly texts 

  
Required Textbook: Janet Catherine Berlo and Ruth B. Phillips, Native North American Art, 2nd 
edition (Oxford University Press, 2015). Be sure to get the correct edition. 
 
All additional readings will be made available as PDF files or links on Blackboard. Please complete 
the reading prior to the class meeting for which it is listed. 
 
Class Communication: The best way to reach me is by email at vschulma@gmu.edu. Please allow 
up to 48 hours for a response. I will send important reminders to your GMU email, so be sure you 
check that account or have your mail forwarded to an account you check regularly. 
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Course Policies and Procedures 
 

Academic Honesty: Academic dishonesty constitutes a serious violation of your learning process 
and your social contract with other students. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to:  
- failure to cite sources for quotations and ideas 
- cutting and pasting text from other sources 
- passing off another’s work as your own 
- purchasing or copying a paper found online 
- reusing a paper you wrote for another course 
 
The George Mason Honor Code reads as follows: “Student members of the George Mason 
University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, and/or lie in matters related to academic 
work.” More information about the Honor Code, including definitions of cheating, lying, and 
plagiarism, can be found at the Office of Academic Integrity website at oai.gmu.edu.  
 
I have a zero tolerance policy for academic dishonesty, whether intentional or not. Students who 
violate standards of academic honesty will earn a zero for the assignment and may risk failing the 
course or being subject to disciplinary action at the University level. All violations of the Honor 
Code will be reported to the Honor Committee. 
 
Accommodations: Disability Services at George Mason University is committed to providing 
equitable access to learning opportunities for all students by upholding the laws that ensure equal 
treatment of people with disabilities. Students can begin the registration process with Disability 
Services at any time during their enrollment at George Mason University. If you are seeking 
accommodations, please visit ds.gmu.edu, email ods@gmu.edu or call (703) 993-2474.  
 
I am committed to providing all accommodations approved by Disability Services. Please note that 
faculty do not automatically receive notice of accommodations from ODS, so be sure to contact me 
directly to discuss how we will implement your approved accommodations. 
 
Enrollment: Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in this class. Schedule 
adjustments should be made by the deadlines published in the Schedule of Classes: 
Last day to add: Tues. 1/28 
Last day to drop: Tues. 2/11 
 
After the last day to drop a class, withdrawing from this class requires the approval of the dean and 
is only allowed for nonacademic reasons. Undergraduate students may choose to exercise a selective 
withdrawal. See https://registrar.gmu.edu for selective withdrawal procedures. 
 
Late Work and Extensions: No late written work is accepted; this includes weekly BB posts and 
papers. Paper extensions may be granted in extenuating circumstances, at my discretion. 
 
Testing Policies: Exams may be rescheduled without penalty in case of serious illness/emergency, 
religious observance, or academic/professional obligation. Please give as much advance notice as 
possible and be prepared to show documentation in writing. Any other reasons for missing an exam 
(overslept, missed bus, etc.) will incur a 20 point penalty on a make-up. If you miss an exam and do 
not contact me within 24 hours, it will become an automatic zero. 
 
Per GMU regulations, you may request to reschedule the final exam if you have more than two 
exams scheduled on the same day; or two exams scheduled at the same time (rare). Please come and 
speak to me at least four weeks before the final exam date if either of these cases applies to you. 

https://registrar.gmu.edu/
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Course Grading and Assignments 
 
Evaluation of Student Work: I use the following measurements of student performance. All 
assignments will be graded using a 100-point scale. 
 
A+ (98-100) A (93-97) A- (90-92) Clearly stands out as excellent performance 
B+ (87-89) B (83-86) B- (80-82) Level of work is good to very good 
C+ (77-79) C (73-76) C- (70-72) Level of work is satisfactory to average 
D (60-69)   Work is below average and marginally acceptable 
F (below 60)   Quality and/or quantity of work is unacceptable 
 
A Note on Grades: I strive for clarity in grading; however, there may be times when you would like 
more feedback on your grade. If this happens, please make an appointment or come see me in office 
hours; I will not discuss your grade over email. Note that this is not an opportunity for “grade 
bargaining” and that final grades are final, except in cases of a clerical or computational error. 
 
A Note on Attendance: I take attendance daily, but I understand that life sometimes creates 
complications. If you need to miss class on a day when there is an in-class quiz or exam, please 
contact me ahead of time and be prepared to show documentation. Otherwise, you do not need to 
notify me if you will be missing class. 
 
Grade Breakdown: The grade for this course will be weighted in the following way: 

Weekly BB Posts 10% 
Three Quizzes  15% (5% each) 
Essay   15% 
Midterm Exam 1 20% 
Midterm Exam 2 20% 
Final Exam  20% 

 
Weekly BB Posts: By midnight each Friday, you will post a 150-word response to Blackboard. There 
will be one question to address, which covers some aspect of the week’s reading and/or lecture. (No 
BB post required week 1 or the Fridays after the two midterm exams.) No late posts are accepted. 
Posts are graded by completion except in cases of egregious lack of effort or inaccuracy. 
 
Three Quizzes: Quizzes are open-note and are intended to check for understanding as well as 
preparing you for exams. They will consist of brief term and image IDs. Quizzes will be given in 
class on February 6, March 5, and April 14. 
 
Essay: A 4-5 page (double spaced) descriptive essay exploring the visual qualities and contextual 
meanings of an object from the National Museum of the American Indian. You must visit the 
museum in person to choose an object. Due to BB on March 24. Late papers not accepted. 
 
Midterm Exam 1 and 2: In-class exams will consist of term definitions, image IDs, and comparison 
essays. Exams are non-cumulative and are held on February 20 and April 2.  
 
Final Exam: The Registrar’s Office has scheduled the final exam for Thursday, May 7. The format 
will be the same as the midterm exams but with the addition of a cumulative essay. You will receive 
essay topics beforehand and will be allowed to bring in an outline of your essay. 
 
Extra Credit? I don’t offer extra credit, but you can do a one-time rewrite of your paper any time 
before the end of the semester. Make an appointment or come see me in office hours to discuss this. 



 - 4 - 

Support Resources for Students 
 
Emotional and Mental Support: College life is complicated. Students may find it helpful to talk 
with a professional. Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) can help address both personal 
and academic concerns. Services are free and confidential. SUB I, Room 3129, or caps.gmu.edu 
 
LGBTQ Resources: LGBTQ Resources “works to promote the academic success, health and well-
being of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer students and their allies.” SUB I, Room 2200, 
or lgbtq.gmu.edu 
 
Diversity: The Office of Diversity, Inclusion, and Multicultural Education provides support for an 
inclusive campus, including first-generation and undocumented students. SUB I, Room 2400, or 
odime.gmu.edu 
 
Bereavement: George Mason University does not offer official leave for students who suffer 
bereavement of a family member or loved one. However, students dealing with loss are encouraged 
to speak with the Dean of Student Academic Life for their College. The Dean’s office can help you 
contact your professors and deal with academic challenges of bereavement. CHSS students contact 
chssdean@gmu.edu. Contacts for other Colleges are at: registrar.gmu.edu/students/academic-
standing/deans-and-directors/ 
 

Course Calendar 
 

Please complete the assigned reading before the class day when it will be discussed.  
Textbook is listed as NNAA; all other readings are PDFs on Blackboard. 

 
Week 1 
Tues. 1/21 Introduction to Course Syllabus, Policies, and Goals 
  In-Class Response (ungraded) 
 
Thurs. 1/23 Introduction to Course Themes 
  Read: NNAA, 3-41 
  No BB post this week (weekly postings start Fri. 1/31) 
  
Week 2 
Tues. 1/28 The Ancient Southwest 
  Read: NNAA, 45-58 
 
Thurs. 1/30 Focus: Mimbres Pottery and Cultural Property 

Read: Barbara L. Moulard, “Form, Function and Interpretation of Mimbres Ceramic 
Hemispheric Vessels”; Donna Yates, “Mimbres Pottery” 
BB post due Friday by midnight 

 
Week 3 
Tues. 2/4 The Modern Pueblos  
  Read: NNAA, 58-71 
 
Thurs. 2/6 Navajo and Apache Arts 

Quiz 1 in class (open note) 
Read: NNAA, 71-83 
BB post due Friday by midnight 
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Week 4 
Tues. 2/11 Mississippian Art and Culture  

Read: NNAA, 85-98 
 
Thurs. 2/13 Focus: Climate Change 

Read: “Mesa Verde Migrations”; “Ancient Poop Helps Show Climate Change…” 
BB post due Friday by midnight 

 
Week 5 
Tues. 2/18 Northeast and Great Lakes 

Read: NNAA, 103-123 
 
Thurs. 2/20 Midterm #1 in class 
  No BB post this week 
 
Week 6 
Tues. 2/25 Great Plains 

Read: NNAA, 125-142, 148-152 
 
Thurs. 2/27 Viewing the Great Plains 

Read: Kathryn S. Hight, “Doomed to Perish: Catlin’s Depictions of the Mandan” 
BB post due Friday by midnight 

 
Week 7 
Tues. 3/3 Focus: Ledger Art 

Read: NNAA, 142-148; and Janet Catherine Berlo, “Drawing and Being Drawn In” 
 
Thurs. 3/5 Far West/California 

Quiz 2 in class (open note) 
Read: NNAA, 152-163 
BB post due Friday by midnight 

 
Week 8 Spring Break 
 
Week 9 
Tues. 3/17 Lower Arctic Boreal Forests 

Read: NNAA, 165-180 
 
Thurs. 3/19 The Arctic  

Read: NNAA, 180-203 
BB post due Friday by midnight 

 
Week 10 
Tues. 3/24 Northwest Coast 

Read: NNAA, 205-222 
Essay due (submit to BB by midnight). No late papers accepted. 

 
Thurs. 3/26 Intercultural Encounter in the Northwest 

Read: NNAA, 223-241 
BB post due Friday by midnight 
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Week 11 
Tues. 3/31 Focus: Potlatch 
  Read: Stanley Walens, “The Weight of My Name is a Mountain of Blankets” 
 
Thurs. 4/2 Midterm #2 in class  
  No BB post this week 
 
Week 12 
Tues. 4/7 Early Twentieth Century Modernisms 

Read: NNAA, 243-264 
 
Thurs. 4/9 Midcentury Modernism 

Read: NNAA, 264-291 
BB post due Friday by midnight 

 
Week 13 
Tues. 4/14 Focus: NAGPRA 

Read: Eric Hemenway, “Trials and Tribulations in a Tribal NAGPRA Program”; 
Karen Coody Cooper, “The Long Road to Repatriation” 
Quiz 3 in class (open note) 

 
Thurs. 4/16  Native Arts Since 1980 

Read: NNAA, 293-315 
BB post due Friday by midnight 

 
Week 14 
Tues. 4/21 Curating, Activism, and Politics 

Read: Kay WalkingStick, “Native American Art in the Postmodern Era”; James 
Luna, “I’ve Always Wanted To Be an American Indian” 

 
Thurs. 4/23 New Media, Installation, Performance 

Read: NNAA, 315-332 
BB post due Friday by midnight 

 
Week 15 
Tues. 4/28 Ecology/Identity 

Read: NNAA, 332-340; Robert Enright, “The Tortoise and the Air: An Interview 
with Brian Jungen” 
 

Thurs. 4/30 In-Class Response (revisit your response from week 1) 
  Course Evaluations 
  No BB post this week 
 
Finals Week 
 
Thurs. 5/7 Final Exam, 10:30-1:15 
 
Double check all exam locations and times on the GMU Final Exam Locator! 
 
The instructor reserves the right to make adjustments to this syllabus as necessary and pledges to inform students of all changes in a timely manner. 


