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This course uses the broad topic of the life and times of George Washington (1732-1799) to 

introduce History majors to the methodology of researching, interpreting, and writing 

history. For their final projects, each student will research and write an essay to be 

published in the Digital Encyclopedia of George Washington, focusing on an aspect of 

Virginia plantation life, material culture, the American Revolution, the politics of the early 

republic, or a wide range of other topics. (Alternatively, students who choose not to do a 

topic suitable for the DEGW may write a conventional research paper as their final project.) 

 

HIST-300 is part of Mason's Students as Scholars initiative. Students who enroll in this 

course develop historical research and writing methods by writing a detailed and focused 

essay on a specific topic. HIST-300 also fulfills in part the Writing Intensive requirement for 

the History major via multiple written assignments of varying lengths. Note that students 

must earn a grade of C or better in HIST-300 in order to register for the second required 

Writing Intensive History course, HIST-499. 

 

Course Requirements: 

Students are expected to follow the course schedule, which is set out in detail here (below).  

Attendance is essential for success in this course, which meets only once weekly. In-class 

work is significant and there are assignments due in class most days, as noted in the course 

schedule.  If you miss class, it is your responsibility to keep up with the work and to submit 

your assignments on time.  If you come to class unprepared for the day's work, you may be 

asked to leave.  

 

Class locations, which change from week to week, are also noted on the course schedule. 

We will meet in our assigned classroom, East 122, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Written work: Students will complete several written assignments, each of which must be 

submitted electronically through the course Blackboard site. For specific assignments, 

please see the course schedule and also the specific directions in the Assignments section 

of Blackboard. Late submissions will be penalized, typically by a deduction of one letter-

grade.   

 



Oral work: Students will do one formal oral report, in addition to participating regularly in 

informal class discussions. Please come to class prepared to discuss that day’s assigned 

work or reading. Because discussion and in-class work are integral to this course, 

attendance will be taken. 

 

 

Grading: 

Course grades will be determined as follows:  

 Secondary source analysis I (due 9/3)      10% 
 Secondary source analysis II (due 9/10)      10% 
 Primary source analysis (due 10/8)      10% 
 Research report and research/writing calendar (due 10/22)   10% 
 Complete draft of DEGW entry (due 11/12)     10% 
 Revised draft (due 11/15)        10% 
 Annotated bibliography (due 11/26)      10% 
 Final essay, 1000-2000 words, depending on topic (due 12/3)   10% 
 Oral presentation (12/3)        10% 
 Overall class participation/discussion      10%   

 

Course Schedule 

Tues. 27 Aug.: Introduction to HIST-300 and to the Digital Encyclopedia of George Washington 

(Guest: Dr. Jim Ambuske, Digital Historian and DEGW editor).  

Read two good DEGW entries written by Mason History majors: 

 Elizabeth Thompson: https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-
encyclopedia/article/elizabeth-thompson/ 

 Chinese porcelain: https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-
encyclopedia/article/chinese-porcelain/  

 

Read three not-so-good entries (NOT written by Mason students): 

 Pallbearers: https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-
encyclopedia/article/pallbearers/  

 James Anderson: https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-
encyclopedia/article/james-anderson/  

 Stable: https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-
encyclopedia/article/stable/  
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Tues. 3 Sept.: Readings on the following topics/ themes: 

 Washington the Virginian: Fred Anderson, "George Washington's Mentors," in Robert M. 
S. McDonald, ed., Sons of the Father: George Washington and His Protégés (Charlottesville: 
University of Virginia Press, 2013), 21-30 (in "Other course reading" on Blackboard) 

 Washington and his Family: Patricia Brady, "George Washington and his Family," in 
Edward G. Lengel, ed., A Companion to George Washington (Malden, Mass.: Wiley-Blackwell, 
2012), 86-103 (in "Other course reading" on Blackboard) 

 Washington the Planter: Jean B. Lee, "Mount Vernon Plantation: A Model for the 
Republic," in Philip J. Schwarz, ed., Slavery at the Home of George Washington (Mount 
Vernon: Mount Vernon Ladies' Association, 2001), 12-45 (in eReserves on Blackboard) 

 Washington and Slavery: Philip D. Morgan, "To Get Quit of Negroes: George Washington 
and Slavery," Journal of American Studies, 39 (2005): 403-429 (in "Other course reading" on 
Blackboard) 
 

Complete and submit a secondary source analysis of one of these articles, following the directions 

posted in the "Assignments" section of Blackboard. 

(Guest: Dr. George Oberle, History Librarian at Fenwick Library, on research basics for early 

American topics. Please bring a laptop or tablet to class so that you can play with the research 

databases!) 

Tues. 10 Sept.: Readings on the following topics/themes: 

 Washington the Soldier: John W. Hall, "An Irregular Reconsideration of George 
Washington and the American Military Tradition," Journal of Military History, 78 (2014): 
961-993 (in "Other course reading" on Blackboard) 

 Washington the President: Joseph J. Ellis, "The Farewell: Washington's Wisdom at the 
End," in Don Higginbotham, ed., George Washington Reconsidered (Charlottesville: 
University of Virginia Press, 2001), 212-49 (in eReserves on Blackboard) 

 Washington the Symbol: Adam Greenhalgh, "'Not a Man but a God': The Apotheosis of 
Gilbert Stuart’s Athenaeum Portrait of George Washington," Winterthur Portfolio, 41 
(2007): 269-304 (in "Other course reading" on Blackboard) 

 
Complete and submit a secondary source analysis of one of these articles, following the directions 

posted in the "Assignments" section of Blackboard.  

In-class discussion of readings and possible topic choices for entries for DEGW.  

Tues. 17 Sept.: Individual meetings to formalize student topics. (Instructor will communicate 

topics to MV staff to prepare for next week's library visit.) Begin producing Research Report--see 

Blackboard for format--which is due on 22 October. 

Tues.  24 Sept.: Mandatory info session at Mount Vernon library and focus group for DEGW.  Park 

in visitors' parking and arrive at the library by 2:00 p.m. (Mount Vernon map with parking 

information is in the "Course Content" section of Blackboard.) This class session will include an 

orientation at the Fred W. Smith Library for the Study of George Washington (at Mount Vernon) and 

a preliminary research session.  



Tues. 1 Oct.:  Article vs. Entry: Discussion of form, content, sources, and citations. Read the 

following (available in "Other course reading"): 

 Peter R. Henriques, "An Uneven Friendship: The Relationship Between George Washington 
and George Mason," Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 97 (1989): 185-204. 

 Biographical entries on George Mason from American National Biography and the Digital 
Encyclopedia of George Washington 
 

Tues. 8 Oct.: Primary and secondary sources for DEGW entry: bring one of each to class and be 

prepared to talk about them. Submit Primary Source Analysis on Blackboard by 1:30 p.m. In-class 

discussion of sources, format of DEGW entries, DEGW style sheet (in Course Content section of 

Blackboard), and how to choose and use illustrations and hyperlinks in DEGW entries.  

** Fall Break—No Class** 

Tues. 22 Oct.: Individual meetings to discuss progress and plan for completion. Submit Research 

Report and Research/Writing Calendar on Blackboard by 10:00 a.m. 

Tues. 29 Oct.: Mount Vernon estate visit. Park in visitors' parking and arrive at the Texas Gate (G3 

on the map) by 2:00 p.m. (Mount Vernon map with parking information is in the "Course Content" 

section of Blackboard.) 

Tues. 5 Nov.: Every Necessary Care and Attention: George Washington and Medicine, National 

Library of Medicine Traveling Exhibit, Panel Presentation and Discussion, Fenwick 2001, 1:30-3:00. 

Students who ask a question and/or participate in the discussion will receive one extra credit point 

toward their final course grade. 

 

Reviewers for 12 November assigned. 

 

Tues. 12 Nov.: In-class peer review and editing. Submit complete drafts (minimum 1000 words, 

plus illustrations, hyperlinks, complete citations, bibliography, etc.) on Blackboard by 10:00 a.m. 

Submit to me and to your assigned peer reviewer (using the "Send Email" function on Blackboard). 

Resubmit revised drafts to me on Blackboard by Friday 15 Nov. at 5:00 p.m. 

Tues. 19 Nov.: Individual meetings to discuss comments on essays and editing required for 

publication. 

Tues.: 26 Nov.: Annotated bibliographies due. Consult the example and rubric in the Assignments 

section before compiling your bibliography.  Submit completed bibliography with annotations—as 

in the example—by 1:30 p.m. Open office hours (1:30-3:30) for last-minute help, questions, etc. 

Tues. 3 Dec.: In-class oral presentations.  Submit final essays on Blackboard by 1:30 p.m. 

 

Note: I will forward encyclopedia entries—with some light editing, as needed--to Dr. Ambuske, who 

will make the final decision concerning publication. 


