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Spanish 370: Spanish Writing and Stylistics - DL Prof. Román Mendoza 
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Online and face-to-face Office Hours T 1:30-2:30PM, W 12:00-1:00PM  
and by appointment Skype: e.roman.mendoza 
Twitter Hashtag for this course: #370f19 Twitter: @eromanme 
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Description  

This course is designed to help students improve writing skills in Spanish. Students will learn formal 

and stylistic concepts of the Spanish language, and will implement this knowledge through practice 

and exposure to different textual genres. With an interdisciplinary approach, this writing intensive 

course focuses on those fields that are useful for the future career of students of Spanish in the U.S. In 

addition, students will be able to develop their critical thought and their ability to put those thoughts 

into writing in Spanish. Writing exercises will be designed to promote a successful interaction of 

students in multilingual and multicultural environments.  

The course is structured in four blocks: Block 1, Self-Expression and Personal Narrative in Spanish; 

Block 2, The Personal Essay; Block 3, The Argumentative Essay; and Block 4, Academic Spanish 

(including a review of formats for research papers).  

This course fulfills the intensive writing requirement in the Spanish major (by completing four 

projects of 750-1,200 words, five mini-writing workshops of 400-500 words or more, as well as 

essays included in quizzes and online homework activities). As a distance learning course, SPAN 

370-DL requires students to study and practice the language following the guidance of the instructor. 

Students are expected to read and do the exercises on their own. Questions about grammar and 

stylistics will be discussed on the Blackboard (Dudas) forums and during office hours. Students are 

required to meet with their instructor at least twice during the semester (using Blackboard Collaborate 

Ultra) to discuss class progress, to interact with their instructor and classmates online several times 

throughout the course (via various platforms), and to come to campus for their final paper 

presentation at the end of the semester. 

 

Spanish 370 is a required course for the Spanish major and minor degree programs. You need a C or 

better in this course in order to apply it to these programs. The prerequisites for this course are: SPAN 

306, SPAN 309, SPAN 315 or permission of the instructor. 

 

Learning a language in an online setting requires as much work as learning in the class, along with a 

great amount of discipline. I strongly advise you to set aside at least 6-10 hours per week for this 

course. Please check Every Week at a Glance on Blackboard and our course’s Supersite homepage to 

see all coursework and deadlines on a weekly basis. 

 

Objectives 

 To develop different writing skills by implementing basic linguistic concepts  

 To expand the students’ vocabulary and improve the use of advanced grammatical structures 

 To provide students with tools and resources to solve common doubts (phonological, 

morphological, syntactic, lexical, and semantic) when they are writing in Spanish  

 To improve the student’s ability to develop critical thinking in Spanish  

 To become aware of the notions of audience and purpose  

 To learn basic concepts for writing in Spanish in the online environment  

 To know different writing styles in Spanish, with especial attention to the use of written 

Spanish in the U.S.  

 To learn how to use the MLA or APA style in research papers in Spanish. 

Required and Recommended Texts 
For this course, we will be using the 2nd edition of Taller de escritores: Grammar and Composition 

For Advanced Spanish by Guillermo Bleichmar and Paula Cañón. The Supersite Plus Code with the 

V/Text (online copy of the student textbook) are required. ISBN: 978-1-368004-008-1. Some of you 

may prefer the loose-leaf edition, so that you have a hard copy of readings and homework materials. 

The ISBN for this is: 978-1-68004-013-5 and this packet costs about $55 more. Each student must 

purchase their own Supersite Plus code in order to turn in the online homework for the course. 

 

You can purchase our textbook from the bookstore or directly from Vista Higher Learning: 

https://vistahigherlearning.com/taller-de-escritores-2nd-edition-002.html  

https://vistahigherlearning.com/taller-de-escritores-2nd-edition-002.html
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In addition to Taller de escritores, there where will be several other required readings and online 

resources, or “Enlaces útiles” announced in the course calendar and made available in Blackboard.  

Other Useful Resources 
Corpus del español. http://www.corpusdelespanol.org /   

Diccionario argentino-español. http://www.elcastellano.org/miyara/   

Academia Mexicana de la Lengua: http://www.academia.org.mx/ (acceso a muchas obras de 

referencia) 

Diccionario de la Lengua de la Real Academia Española. 22ª edición. Madrid: Espasa Calpe, 2003. 

Also available online: http://www.rae.es/   

Diccionarios del periódico El Mundo. http://www.elmundo.es/diccionarios/  

Elcastellano.org. http://www.elcastellano.org/  

Ideas afines. http://www.ideasafines.com.ar/  

Fundéu/BBVA. http://www.fundeu.es/  

Sinónimos.org. http://www.sinonimos.org  

Wikilengua del español. http://www.wikilengua.org/index.php/Portada  

Wordreference.com. http://www.wordreference.com/  

 

On Twitter 

DelCorrector. https://twitter.com/DelCorrector  

Fundéu-BBVA: https://twitter.com/Fundeu  

LenguayHabla: https://twitter.com/rrsoca  

RAE Informa: https://twitter.com/RAEinforma  

Hardware 
You will need access to a Windows or Macintosh computer with at least 2 GB of RAM and to a fast, 

reliable broadband Internet connection (e.g., cable, DSL). For optimum visibility of course material, 

the recommended computer monitor and laptop screen size is 13-inches or larger. You will need 

computer speakers or headphones to listen to recorded content. A headset microphone is 

recommended for live audio sessions using course tools like Blackboard Collaborate. For the amount 

of computer hard disk space required to take an online course, consider and allow for the space 

needed to: 1) install the required and recommended software and, 2) save your course assignments. 

For hardware and software purchases, visit Patriot Tech (https://patriottech.gmu.edu). 

Sofware and Online Services 
 Web browser (See Blackboard Support for supported web browsers Blackboard Courses (Log 

into https://mymasonportal.gmu.edu and select the Courses Tab)  

 Blackboard Collaborate Ultra (select from the course menu)  

 Adobe Acrobat Reader (free download)  

 Flash Player (free download)  

 Padlet (linked in weekly modules)  

 Flipgrid (also linked in weekly modules)  

 A Google Account (for peer review and editing in GoogleDocs): https://accounts.google.com  

 Microsoft Office 365 ProPlus (now free for all active Mason students), or any other word 

processor  

 Twitter (https://twitter.com/). Tutorial available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2v-

oGuRRFMk Using Twitter is not mandatory but your instructor regularly tweets about topics 

related to the teaching of Spanish and resources that may be useful for you. 

 

http://www.corpusdelespanol.org/
http://www.elcastellano.org/miyara/
http://www.academia.org.mx/
http://www.rae.es/
http://www.elmundo.es/diccionarios/
http://www.elcastellano.org/
http://www.ideasafines.com.ar/
http://www.fundeu.es/
http://www.sinonimos.org/
http://www.wikilengua.org/index.php/Portada
http://www.wordreference.com/
https://twitter.com/DelCorrector
https://twitter.com/Fundeu
https://twitter.com/rrsoca
https://twitter.com/RAEinforma
https://patriottech.gmu.edu/
https://twitter.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2v-oGuRRFMk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2v-oGuRRFMk
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Note: If you are using an employer-provided computer or corporate office for class attendance, please 

verify with your systems administrators that you will be able to install the necessary applications and 

that system or corporate firewalls do not block access to any sites or media types. 

 

BLACKBOARD TOOLS FOR “Dudas” and Online Office Hours We will use Blackboard 

Collaborate Ultra for online office hours on Wednesdays. Additionally, you can use the “DUDAS” 

forum in Blackboard (select from the course menu) in order to post any questions you may have about 

assignment requirements, grammar, stylistics, vocabulary or spelling in Spanish. Please be sure to 

include the topic of your question in the forum (for example, if you want to ask a question about use 

of the subjunctive in a hypothetical statement, title your thread “El subjuntivo”). I advise you to check 

and see what other students have posted before posting a question, as the answer may already be 

readily available, and you can save yourself some time.  

Grading 
The final grade will be computed as follows: 

 

Projects (4) (Draft 40% & Final version 60%)      40% 

Online Community (includes 2 interviews with professor)     20% 

Weekly Online Activities on Supersite       15% 

Quizzes (3)          10% 

Talleres de escritura (short writing assignments, 5 total throughout the semester)  10% 

Final Presentation         5% 

 

The final letter grade for the class will be assigned as follows: 

 

96+       A+  87-89 B+  77-79 C+  60-69 D 

93-95     A  83-86 B  73-76 C  0-59 F 

90-92     A-  80-82 B-  70-72 C- 

 

Assignments 

General rules for assignments  
Course work must be submitted by the deadline so that the instructor can provide you with feedback 

and respond to your posts on a timely basis. Deadlines for each specific type of assignment are 

included in the following sections of this syllabus. Please review Blackboard regularly to check your 

grades. Please use Times New Roman as your font, 12 point, one and a half-spaced and in a Word-

compatible format. Please do not use GoogleDocs to submit your assignments unless otherwise 

indicated. Use your last name and the type and number of the assignment as your file name (i.e., 

romanmendozaProyecto1borrador.doc). Always cite your sources. And please, do not turn in any 

written assignments without proper accent marks and punctuation. Finally, students may not turn in 

assignments for this course that have been submitted for a grade in any previous or current course. 

Assignment deadlines  
When reviewing the course calendar, you will notice that course assignments are divided by category: 

Reading Comprehension and Analysis Activities due Tuesdays at 11:59PM, Grammar, vocabulary 

and writing mechanics activities, due Thursdays at 11:59 PM, Project drafts or Writing Workshops, 

due Fridays at 11:59 PM, and Online Community Activities due on Saturdays at 11:59 PM. There is 

no reason why you can’t skip ahead or complete many of these activities in one day, with the 

exception of community-based activities that require the interaction with peers. However, I encourage 

you to manage your time well in the course. More information about each type of assignment is 

provided below. 
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Types of assigments 

Projects (40%) 
Students will complete and submit 4 projects on the dates specified on the schedule. Each project will 

focus on a particular genre and a specific writing goal. The ability to summarize, correct one’s work, 

and to put critical thoughts into writing is essential for this class. Throughout the semester, we will 

focus on the idea of writing as a social practice by reviewing the importance of author, audience, 

purpose and media in shaping content and format of a text. The draft-review-final version process will 

help you identify your most common mistakes in Spanish and improve your writing style. The 

instructor will explain the purpose and contents of the project in the Projects Section of Blackboard 

and in the “Week at a glance” modules. On the dates specified on the class schedule, students need to 

have posted the draft on Blackboard. Drafts are mandatory and will count as 40% of the grade for 

each project. Drafts and final versions will always be due by 11:59 PM on Fridays. 

 

All projects must be typed in 12-point black New Times Roman font, one and a half-spaced with 

margins of 1 inch. All assignments are in Spanish, with quotations in the original language. Electronic 

copies (in MS Word compatible format) must be submitted on Blackboard by the deadline. All written 

assignments need to include punctuation and spelling in Spanish. Include in the document date of 

submission, your name, and number of words. Use your last name and name of the assignment to 

name your file name (i.e., romanmendozaProyecto1borrador.doc). Up to 5 points may be 

subtracted from your final grade if you do not follow these format guidelines. 

 

Due to the nature of this course and the draft-feedback-revision process, it is essential that you turn 

you work in on time. Remember it is better to turn in work that is just ‘ok’ than to receive a ‘0’. 

Please review the following policies for submission of late assignments:  

 Students who turn in their project rough drafts late will not receive any feedback on their 

written assignments. However, they can still turn the draft in for partial credit. Late 

submission of project drafts will cause a reduction on the total grade of the assignment per 

school day up to 1 calendar week. No assignments will be accepted after the 1 week deadline.  

 Late submission of final drafts will also cause a reduction of 10% on the total grade of the 

assignment per school day up to 1 calendar week for projects 1 through 3 only. Since Project 

4 is our final written assignment for the course, I must receive your submission by 1:30 PM 

on Wednesday, December 11th. No late submission of the final project will be accepted.  

 

This course component will help you learn about and write different genres. It will make you focus on 

the idea of writing as a social practice by making you realize the importance of author, audience, 

purpose and media in shaping content and format of a text. The draft-correction-final version writing 

process used in this course component will give you the opportunity to identify and overcome your 

challenges with the language. 

 

Online Collaboration and Community (20%) 
This course is offered completely online via Blackboard Courses (Log into 

https://mymasonportal.gmu.edu, select the Courses Tab, and the course can be found in the Course 

List). Each week begins on Monday and ends on Saturday. The Every Week at a Glance section 

includes links to all materials, activities and learning goals for each given week. They will be open for 

you the Friday before each given week, at 11:59PM. In order to build a true online community, you 

are required to participate in online discussions and provide feedback to your peers and instructor. 

Most weeks, there will be a guided activity with specific instructions (see the column marked 

Colaboración y Comunidad) in the course calendar below. You can expect to participate in some sort 

of interactive forum- using Blackboard Discussion boards, BB Collaborate Ultra chatrooms, Flipgrid, 

or Padlet, at least 10 times during the semester. In our online learning community, we must be 

respectful of one another. Please be aware that innocent remarks can be easily misconstrued. Sarcasm 

and humor can be easily taken out of context. When communicating, please be positive and 

diplomatic. I encourage you to learn more about "Netiquette". Remember the importance of carefully 

crafting our communication in the online classroom to avoid misinterpretation. Your online 

https://mymasonportal.gmu.edu/
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
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participation assignments will be due every Saturday at 11:59 PM. In order to help you understand 

how your participation in this course will be evaluated, I have included a comprehensive online 

participation rubric in this syllabus. Please review this rubric BEFORE our course begins officially on 

August 26th, 2019. 

 

BLACKBOARD COLLABORATE ULTRA. Please review the course calendar to note that there 

are FOUR online community interactions in Blackboard required for this course. These interactions 

will take place on Blackboard Collaborate Ultra and will be recorded. Chatrooms in Collaborate will 

be always open for students to meet and chat. A summary of the assignment dates below: 

 

 Getting-to-know-each-other informal meeting in BB Collaborate Ultra with peers and 

Professor Román Mendoza: weeks 2 and 3 

 Group discussion on editing and revising Project #2: weeks 8 and 9 

 Pre-writing informal group meetings to discuss topics from Chapter 5: week 11 

 One-on-one interviews with Professor Román Mendoza about Project #4: weeks 14 and 15 

 

OTHER SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS (VOLUNTARY) You are strongly encouraged to create 

study groups with your peers on any given platform of your choice. If you do so, please include the 

instructor in your group so she can provide you with help if needed. This course component will help 

you learn how to solve by yourself common doubts when writing and speaking in Spanish. You will 

also have the opportunity to see that all writers in this class have challenges, and that you may be 

prepared to help other writers with their questions. More importantly, you will realize that there is no 

learning without making mistakes. Professor will tweet resources related to this course using the 

hashtag #370f19 

 

This course component will help you learn how to solve by yourself or with the help of your peers and 

professor common doubts when writing and speaking in Spanish. Also it will help you identify and 

take advantage of reliable online resources and reference works. You will practice speaking about 

your writing process and share your experience with other writers in this class and throughout 

Twitter and the Internet. 

SUPERSITE Homework Activities (15%) 
Almost every week, you will be asked to complete a reading assignment and vocabulary, grammar or 

orthography practice activities using the Vista Higher Learning Supersite, or online workbook, for our 

course. You have three chances to complete each activity. Assignments are due on Thursdays, with a 

5% penalty for assignments that are late (up to 3 days). The lowest Supersite activity grade will be 

dropped at the end of the semester from the overall HW average. Please access the Supersite by 

selecting “Taller Supersite” from the Blackboard course menu. Readings that are not from our 

textbook will be posted on Blackboard and will be included in the “Week at a glance” modules from 

our Course Menu. 

 

This course component will help you work on your grammar, vocabulary and style on your own, at 

our own pace, without the pressure of having to be perfect at the first try. Extra practice will help you 

develop the skills you are still acquiring and consolidate those that you already have. 

Talleres (10%) 
On weeks when no project drafts or final versions are due, we will have mini-writing workshops. 

These writing activities are much shorter than the writing projects, and encourage students to focus on 

substance, fluidity, and writing in Spanish as correctly as possible. Entries will respond to a specific 

task assigned by the instructor. Topics for these workshops vary from describing an image to writing a 

research paper abstract. The best entries are creative, analytical, specific, and to the point. Often the 

taller topics will relate back to discussions from our online community interactions. The taller 

writings are due on Fridays by 11:59 PM. Students will receive a grade that focuses primarily on task 

completion, content, and effort. Please see rubric for more details. 

 

This course component will help you concentrate on your writing at a more personal level. 
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Online Quizzes (10%) 
We will have three quizzes during the semester. These will use formats ranging from true/false, 

multiple choice, and short answer / essay questions. Students do not need to come to campus to take 

the quizzes, however we will use Lockdown and Respondus Monitor in the course. For an 

introduction to this technology, please watch this intro video. Please download Respondus Monitor 

and Lockdown Browser onto the computer you will be using to take your quizzes. Please follow the 

instructions here. Quizzes are due on Thursdays. 

 

This course component will help you consolidate your new skills and assess your progress in a wide 

range of areas, including grammar, style, spelling and punctuation. 

Final Paper Presentation (5%) 
Our final project will be an academic essay on a topic related to your major at George Mason 

University. On Wednesday, December 11th, all students will give an in-person presentation of their 

project findings. Students are expected to make arrangements to come to campus to give their 

presentations or discuss the option with the professor or presenting remotely. Students will be asked 

to briefly introduce the topic and hypothesis of their paper, share the most interesting or surprising 

findings of their research, and finally present their conclusion. A rubric outlining the grading for the 

final paper presentation will be made available in Blackboard during week 14 of our course. 

 

This course component will help you develop your public speaking skills and your ability to 

summarize academic content for a large audience of peers. 

Course Policies 
Availability of the Instructor: Professor Román Mendoza is available Monday at 9 am to Friday at 5 

pm for student inquiries via email or Twitter. During this 5 day period, she will respond to student 

inquiries within 24 hours. You can also find Professor Román Mendoza in the Blackboard chatroom 

during office hours.  

E-Mail Accounts: It is important to have and to use a Mason e-mail account in order to stay on top 

of the material and assignments for our course. According to guidelines established by the 

University, each student is to access and use her/his MASON e-mail account when corresponding 

with the professor and with other students in all courses. Please email your correspondence to me at 

eromanme@gmu.edu, and by following these guidelines:  

 Write your emails in a courteous and professional manner,  

 E-mails need to have a clear subject, i.e. “SPAN370 – Proyect #1.”,  

 E-mails must follow the format of formal letters, i.e. start with “Estimada/Querida 

Profesora Román Mendoza:” o bien “Estimada Dra. Román Mendoza” and end with 

your name, i.e. “Cordialmente, NAMEOFSTUDENT.”  

 Be aware that as your instructor I am required to observe FERPA guidelines; in other words, I 

will not share emails, grades, or any protected academic information with an unauthorized 

third party without a FERPA waiver.  

 

Student Expectations 
Academic Integrity 
Students must be responsible for their own work, and students and faculty must take on the 

responsibility of dealing explicitly with violations. The tenet must be a foundation of our university 

culture. [See https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/]. 
 

Honor Code 
Students must adhere to the guidelines of the George Mason University Honor Code [See 

https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/full-honor-code-document]. 

 

MasonLive/Email (GMU Email) 

https://youtu.be/XuX8WoeAycs
https://its.gmu.edu/knowledge-base/how-to-install-and-use-the-respondus-lockdown-browser/
https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/
https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/full-honor-code-document
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Students are responsible for the content of university communications sent to their George Mason 

University email account and are required to activate their account and check it regularly. All 

communication from the university, college, school, and program will be sent to students solely 

through their Mason email account. [See https://masonlivelogin.gmu.edu/login]. 

 

Patriot Pass 
Once you sign up for your Patriot Pass, your passwords will be synchronized, and you will use your 

Patriot Pass username and password to log in to the following systems: Blackboard, University 

Libraries, MasonLive, myMason, Patriot Web, Virtual Computing Lab, and WEMS. [See 

https://password.gmu.edu/index.jsp]. 

 

University Policies 
Students must follow the university policies. [See http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu and 

http://catalog.gmu.edu]. 

 

Responsible Use of Computing 
Students must follow the university policy for Responsible Use of Computing. [See 

http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/policies/responsible-use-of-computing/]. 

 

University Calendar 
Check the GMU calendar at http://registrar.gmu.edu/calendars/. 

 

Students with Disabilities 
Students with disabilities who seek accommodations in a course must be registered with the George 

Mason University Office of Disability Services (ODS) and inform their instructor, in writing, at the 

beginning of the semester [See http://ods.gmu.edu]. 

---Students are expected to follow courteous Internet etiquette--- 

George Mason Diversity Statement 
George Mason University promotes a living and learning environment for outstanding growth and 

productivity among its students, faculty and staff. Through its curriculum, programs, policies, 

procedures, services and resources, Mason strives to maintain a quality environment for work, study 

and personal growth. An emphasis upon diversity and inclusion throughout the campus community is 

essential to achieve these goals. Read more here. 

 

Student Services 
University Libraries 
University Libraries provides resources for distance students. [See http://library.gmu.edu/distance]. 

 

Writing Center 
The George Mason University Writing Center staff provides a variety of resources and services (e.g., 

tutoring, workshops, writing guides, handbooks) intended to support students as they work to 

construct and share knowledge through writing. [See http://writingcenter.gmu.edu]. You can now sign 

up for an Online Writing Lab (OWL) session just like you sign up for a face-to-face session in the 

Writing Center, which means YOU set the date and time of the appointment! Learn more about the 

Online Writing Lab (OWL) (found under Online Tutoring). Spanish tutors are available. More info 

will be distributed as announcements. 

 

Counseling and Psychological Services 
The George Mason University Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) staff consists of 

professional counseling and clinical psychologists, social workers, and counselors who offer a wide 

range of services (e.g., individual and group counseling, workshops and outreach programs) to 

enhance students' personal experience and academic performance [See https://caps.gmu.edu/]. 

 

https://masonlivelogin.gmu.edu/login
https://password.gmu.edu/index.jsp
http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/
http://catalog.gmu.edu/
http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/policies/responsible-use-of-computing/
http://registrar.gmu.edu/calendars/
http://ods.gmu.edu/
http://stearnscenter.gmu.edu/professional-development/mason-diversity-statement
hhttp://library.gmu.edu/distance
http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/
http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/?page_id=177#more-177
https://caps.gmu.edu/
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Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA), also known as the "Buckley 

Amendment," is a federal law that gives protection to student educational records and provides 

students with certain rights. [See http://registrar.gmu.edu/privacy]. 

 

Important Dates 
 

First day of classes; last day to submit Domicile Reclassification Application; Payment Due 

Date; full semester waitlists removed 
Aug 26 

Last day to add classes—all individualized section forms due Sep 3 

Last day to drop with no tuition penalty Sep 9 

Web Withdrawal Period (100% tuition liability) Sep 18-30 

Midterm progress reporting period (100-200 level classes)—grades available via Patriot Web 
Sep 23 – Oct 

18 

Selective Withdrawal Period (undergraduate students only, 100% tuition liability) Oct 1-29 

Incomplete work from Spring&Summer 2019 due to Instructor Oct 25 

Incomplete grade changes from Spring&Summer 2019 due to Registrar Nov 1 

Thanksgiving Recess 
Nov 27-Dec 

1 

Last day of classes December 7 

Reading Days 

Reading days provide students with additional study time for final examinations. Faculty may 

schedule optional study sessions, but regular classes or exams may not be held. 

Dec 9-10 

Exam Period (beginning at 7:30 a.m.) Dec 11-18 

Winter Graduation Ceremony Dec 19 

Degree Conferral Date Dec 21 

 

 

http://registrar.gmu.edu/privacy
http://patriotweb.gmu.edu/
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Calendario preliminar 
(puede que haya cambios durante el curso) 

 

To read this course calendar, please take note of the deadlines for each type of activity or assignment. If you follow the “Week at a glance” modules, you will 

be able to see all the assignments for the week in one place. 

The readings and videos (column 1) introduce the topics and themes of each unit; these assignments are due on Tuesdays. Grammar and vocabulary exercises 

and quizzes (columns 2 and 3) are always due on Thursdays. Projects and Talleres are due on Fridays. Finally, collaborative assignments (column 4) are due 

on Saturdays. 11:59PM is the deadline for all assignments in this course. 

 

Fecha y tema Lecturas, vídeos, y/o 

presentaciones de la 

profesora 

Actividades de 

gramática, léxico, 

ortografía y 

puntuación 

Proyectos y talleres Colaboración y comunidad  

 

 Cuándo: los martes, 11:59 

PM  

Cuándo: los jueves, 

11:59 PM  

 

Cuándo: los viernes, 11:59 PM  

 

Cuándo: los sábados, 11:59 PM  

 

 Dónde: SUPERSITE o 

sitio indicado en BB Week 

at a glance  

Dónde: SUPERSITE o 

sitio indicado en BB 

Week at a glance 

Dónde: Blackboard o sitio indicado en BB 

Week at a glance 

Dónde: Blackboard o sitio indicado en 

BB Week at a glance 

Semana 1: 26 

ago – 31 ago 

 

Introducción al 

curso 

Mirar el vídeo de 

introducción, leer el 

programa.  

Hacer test de comprensión 

del programa en BB. 

Hacer encuesta sobre 

tecnología:  

Prueba diagnóstica (en 

BB) – abierta esta vez 

hasta el sábado. 

 

 Autopresentación en FLIPGRID 

presentarse brevemente por 90 

segundos, escuchar los vídeos de sus 

compañer@s 

https://flipgrid.com/romanmendoza3243  

Semana 2: 2 sep 

– 7 sep 

 

La descripción 

 

1. Mirar el vídeo de la 

profesora sobre los 

resultados de la prueba 

diagnóstica 

 

2. Leer “Fotos” de Tony 

Mendoza 

Tarea de léxico y 

estructuras del capítulo 

1 en el supersite 

TALLER 1- Padlet: Descripción de una 

foto. Elige una foto y súbela a Padlet con 

una descripción. 

https://padlet.com/eromanme/r44m4m94ysjc  

Entrevistas con la profesora en BB 

Collaborate Ultra o Skype (en parejas). 

Miren el documento de Google con las 

horas a las que la profesora estará 

disponible. 

Semana 3: 9 sep Leer “Platero y yo” de Tarea de ortografía y Escribir borrador de proyecto #1 Entrevistas con la profesora en BB 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rh0IDVurz4mvJJUL5QtVtDaIXWASwFaEhDDffGk9gH8/edit
https://flipgrid.com/romanmendoza3243
https://padlet.com/eromanme/r44m4m94ysjc
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– 14 sep 

 

La narración 

Juan Ramón Jiménez y 

hacer las actividades de 

comprensión en el 

supersite; Ver vídeo con 

instrucciones del proyecto 

#1. 

puntuación de capítulo 

1 en el supersite 

Collaborate Ultra o Skype (en parejas). 

Miren el documento de Google con las 

horas a las que la profesora estará 

disponible. 

Semana 4: 16 

sep – 21 sep 

 

La narración 

Leer “La siesta del martes” 

de Gabriel García 

Márquez y completar las 

actividades de 

comprensión y 

composición en el 

supersite 

Tarea del léxico de 

capítulo 2 en el 

supersite 

Leer las correcciones que has recibido para 

el borrador del proyecto #1 y enviar a la 

profesora preguntas o dudas por correo-e. 

 

Semana 5: 23 

sep – 28 sep 

 

La escritura 

creativa 

 

Leer “Mis 10 

mandamientos de la 

escritura” de Julia Alvarez 

Tarea de las estructuras, 

la ortografía y la 

puntuación en el 

supersite 

Entregar versión final del proyecto #1 Selecciona uno o dos mandamientos 

con el/los que te identificas como 

escritor@ y explica por qué. Comparte 

tus ideas en BB Discussion Board. 

Semana 6: 30 

sep – 5 oct 

 

La narración de 

un evento 

histórico 

 

Leer “Una bandera rota y 

embarrada” de Isabel 

Allende y hacer las 

actividades de 

comprensión y 

composición en el 

supersite 

Prueba en BB- 

capítulos 1 y 2 * 

(Usamos respondus 

lockdown) 

TALLER 2-Escribir “La voz en off” de un 

momento histórico usando construcciones 

de capítulos 1 y 2 (opcional; incluye un 

vídeo) 

 

Semana 7: 7 oct 

– 12 oct 

 

El ensayo 

personal 

 

Leer las instrucciones para 

el taller de esta semana- 

“Los efectos de la 

tecnología en nuestra 

escritura” 

 

 

Tarea de léxico 

(conjunciones, 

gentilicios y 

topónimos) 

TALLER 3 Escribir “Cómo escribo con y 

sin tecnología” 

Compartir usando Flipgrid 

Semana 8: 14 

oct – 19 oct 

 

La incorporación 

Leer selección de escritura 

de Cherríe Moraga; hacer 

actividad de comprensión 

en Blackboard 

Tarea de estructuras 

(construcciones 

pasivas, condicional, 

futuro), ortografía y 

Escribir borrador de proyecto #2 Conferencias con compañeros sobre el 

proyecto #2 en BB Collaborate Ultra 
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de estadísticas en 

el ensayo 

 

puntuación 

Semana 9: 21 

oct – 26 oct 

Leer “La generación de los 

mil euros” (capítulo 4) y 

hacer ejercicios de 

comprensión y 

composición; Ver 

presentación (en vídeo) de 

la profesora- El subjuntivo 

en repaso 

Ejercicios de léxico y 

gramática (supersite) 

Leer correcciones para el proyecto #2 y 

hacer revisiones, preparar 3 preguntas para 

la profesora sobre las correcciones 

Conferencias con compañeros sobre el 

proyecto #2 en BB Collaborate Ultra 

Semana 10: 28 

oct – 2 nov 

 

El ensayo 

personal 

 

Leer la guía sobre la 

prueba #2 y hacer 

ejercicios de práctica 

Prueba #2 – capítulos 3 

y 4 (usamos Respondus 

Lockdown)  

Entregar versión final de proyecto #2 BB Collaborate Ultra- discusiones en 

grupos de 3 o 4 sobre los temas de 

capítulo 5 

Semana 11: 4 

nov – 9 nov 

 

El ensayo 

argumentativo 

 

Leer instrucciones para 

proyecto #3, Leer “La 

civilización del 

espectáculo” de Mario 

Vargas Llosa (capítulo 5) 

y hacer actividades de 

comprensión 

Léxico: cognados 

falsos, prefijos, verbos 

seguidos de preposición 

Escribir borrador de proyecto #3- el ensayo 

de argumentación / refutación 

 

Semana 12: 11 

nov – 16 nov 

 

El ensayo 

argumentativo 

 

Leer correcciones de tu 

proyecto #3 (enviadas por 

la profesora) 

Estructuras, ortografía y 

puntuación (ejercicios 

en el supersite) 

Entregar versión final de proyecto #3  

Semana 13: 18 

nov – 23 nov 

 

La monografía 

 

Leer “Crítica literaria 

sobre la antología 

Recuerdos inventados” de 

capítulo 5, hacer 

actividades de 

comprensión 

Ejercicios de léxico del 

capítulo 6 (en el 

supersite) 

TALLER 4-Propuesta: Mi mejor y mi peor 

ensayo académico. 

BB Collaborate Ultra: Entrevistas con la 

profesora sobre el proyecto #4 

Semana 14: 25 SEMANA DE DESCANSO POR EL DÍA DE ACCIÓN DE GRACIAS 
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nov – 30 nov 

Semana 15: 2 

dic – 7 dic 

 

La monografía 

 

Revisión por pares. Cómo 

se hace. 

Prueba: Capítulos 5 y 6 

(léxico) 
Taller 5-Fuentes y recursos. 

Seguir trabajando en el proyecto #4 

BB Collaborate Ultra: Entrevistas con la 

profesora sobre el proyecto #4 

Semana 16: 

FINAL 

PRESENTAR EL TRABAJO FINAL EN CLASE Y ENTREGAR UNA COPIA IMPRESA. 11 DE DICIEMBRE DE 10:30AM A 

1:15PM 
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Online Participation Rubric 
 

Used to evaluate your work in Flipgrid, Padlet, BB Collaborate Ultra, and Discussion Board during our 

course 

Letter grade / points  

(out of 10) 
Description 

A 

9-10 

Excellent to very good performance. Models professionalism and 

exemplary engagement with the course content. Demonstrates ability to 

productively identify important implications and extensions of the 

readings in ways that motivate and deepen inquiry in the course. 

Grammar is superlative. Posts and replies are on time or early. Replies 

are engaged, polite, and offer support, critiques and useful suggestions. 

B 

8-9 

Good to average performance. Applies course content effectively, but 

may fail to address all elements of the assignment. Presents evidence of 

critical thinking and insight but may be inconsistent. Grammar is of high 

quality buy may display minor inconsistencies. Posts and replies may be 

1 or 2 days late. Replies are engaged and polite, but may not offer much 

critical thinking or suggestions. 

C / D 

6-8 

Below average performance. Post may not model a professional, 

collegial demeanor. Post may be inconsistent with the assignment 

instructions; comments may lack depth and/or oversimplify the issues at 

hand or may be incomplete. Grammar may be inconsistent. Posts and 

replies may be late in a manner that reduces participation. Replies may 

be perfunctory or not present. 

F 

0-5 

Poor performance. Demonstrates un-collegial, unprofessional, or crude 

behavior. Post does not address assignment requirements. Post may not 

engage with course materials. Comments may be shallow or incomplete. 

May adopt an uncaring demeanor towards the work of others. Grammar 

is poorly executed. Post and replies may be late in a manner that cuts off 

communication or may not be present. Replies may be perfunctory or 

not present. 

 

This rubric is based on examples and analysis from “Let’s Talk Teaching Online: Discussion Board 

Rubrics” by Jim Martin, Creighton Blogs. Creighton University. (2016). 
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Spanish Essay Evaluation Criteria 
Used to evaluate project drafts and final versions 

CONTENT & THESIS / CONTENIDO E HIPÓTESIS 

25-22  

 

EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: Thesis is clear and adequately reflects the purpose of the 

assignment; evidence is relevant and adequately supports the thesis. Shows evidence of 

thorough task completion that goes beyond assignment parameters. 

21-18  

 

GOOD TO AVERAGE: Minor weakness in thesis and/or use of evidence (e.g., thesis 

somewhat ambiguous or vague or slightly off the topic; evidence sometimes irrelevant or 

inadequate to support all statements.). Task completion is above satisfactory. 

17-11  

 

FAIR TO POOR: Major weakness in thesis and/or use of evidence (e.g., thesis ambiguous or 

very vague or ignores the purpose of the assignment; evidence scanty or not related to the 

points under discussion).Task completion if satisfactory but some ideas need more 

development. 

10-5  VERY POOR: Absence of thesis and/or absence of relevant evidence. 

ORGANIZATION / ORGANIZACIÓN 

20-18  EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: Sequence of ideas (paragraphs) in the paper is clear, logical, 

and complete; paragraphs have topic sentences, transitions, and are internally coherent. 

17-14  

 

GOOD TO AVERAGE: Minor weaknesses in overall organizational pattern and/or paragraph 

structure (e.g., some irrelevant ideas/paragraphs included; some ideas omitted or not fully 

developed; some paragraphs with no major point). 

13-10  FAIR TO POOR: Major weaknesses in organization and/or paragraph structure (e.g., frequent 

digressions; few transitions; serious omissions or underdevelopment).  

9-7  VERY POOR: lack of overall organization and/or absence of coherent paragraphs (e.g., no 

explicit relationships among ideas in the paper; many one-sentence paragraphs, etc.).  

VOCABULARY / VOCABULARIO  

20-18  

 

EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: Vocabulary of sophisticated range; effective use of 

word/idiom choice and usage, word form mastery, appropriate register. 

17-14  GOOD TO AVERAGE: Vocabulary shows adequate range; occasional errors of word/idiom 

form, choice, and usage, but meaning is not obscured. 

13-10  FAIR TO POOR: Vocabulary has limited range, frequent errors of word/idiom form, choice, 

usage; meaning is confused or obscured.  

9-7  VERY POOR: Vocabulary is essentially translation; clear projection from English.  

LANGUAGE USE / USO DEL LENGUAJE  

25-22  EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: Good construction of sentences, including proper word 

order, referents, subject-verb agreement, parallel structure, modifier and clause placement; few 

errors of agreement, tense, number, articles, pronouns, prepositions.  

21-18  GOOD TO AVERAGE: Minor weaknesses in grammar; few grammatical errors that, in the 

context of the essay, cause the reader some distraction; effective but simple constructions; 

several errors in agreement, tense, number, word order/function, articles, pronouns, 

prepositions, but meaning seldom obscured.  

17-11  FAIR TO POOR: Major weaknesses in grammar that cause the reader significant distraction; 

frequent errors of negation, agreement, tense, number, word order/function; frequent errors of 

articles, pronouns, prepositions and/or fragments, run-ons, deletions; meaning is confused or 

obscured; reads like a translation from English.  

10-5  VERY POOR: Poor grammar; virtually no mastery of sentence construction rules; dominated 

by errors; does not communicate. 

MECHANICS / ORTOGRAFÍA 

10-9  

 

EXCELLENT TO VERY GOOD: Shows mastery of conventions of spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, paragraphing, and accent marks. 

8-7  

 

GOOD TO AVERAGE: Occasional errors of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 

paragraphing, and accent marks, but meaning is not obscured. 
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6-5  

 

FAIR TO POOR: Frequent errors of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing, and 

accent marks; meaning is confused or obscured. 

4-2  

 

VERY POOR: Shows no mastery of conventions; dominated by errors of spelling, 

punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing, and accent marks. 

 

  



SPAN 370-Fall 2019 / Prof. Román Mendoza based on Prof. Sweet’s 2019 Spring Syllabus 17 

Taller / Writing Workshop Rubric 
 

Your writing will be graded on the following features: 1. Statement of thesis, 2. Use of examples, 

evidence, and/or quotes from class discussion and readings, 3. Support for and elaboration of the thesis, 4. 

Writing and grammar  

 

Qualities of an A paper:  

1. States thesis clearly.  

2. Uses relevant examples and supporting evidence from discussions and readings.  

3. Elaborates the thesis in a clear and thorough manner.  

4. Contains no or very few grammatical errors.  

5. Shows independent, original, and critical thought.  

 

Qualities of a B paper:  

1. Contains a clear thesis, but it is misplaced or underdeveloped.  

2. Short on examples and supporting evidence; or examples and evidence are not always relevant.  

3. Fails to elaborate thesis in a clear manner: arguments supporting central claims lack clarity.  

4. Fails to elaborate thesis in a thorough manner: certain issues that should be considered are not addressed.  

5. Contains several grammatical errors, misspellings, and/or misused words.  

 

Qualities of a C paper:  

1. Thesis is vague or unclear.  

2. Offers few examples or little supporting evidence.  

3. Fails to elaborate thesis: arguments lack coherence or fail to focus on the relevant issues.  

4. Contains many grammatical errors, misspellings, and/or misused words.  

5. Too short.  

 

Qualities of a D paper:  

1. Thesis is never explicitly stated.  

2. Offers very few examples or supporting evidence; examples are not relevant; or evidence is not accurate.  

3. Fails to support thesis: provides little argumentation, or relationship of body paragraphs to thesis is 

unclear.  

4. Demonstrates a failure to grasp basic ideas from readings and lectures.  

5. Excessive grammatical errors: enough to interfere with the transmission of ideas.  

6. Much too short.  

 

Qualities of an F paper:  

1. Not handed in or paper fails to address the assignment. 


