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Outsiders:  
Modern German History 

History 314                       Prof. Samuel Huneke 

(he/him/his) 

M/W 10:30-11:45             

shuneke@gmu.edu 

Fall 2019                    Office Hours: M, 13:00-

15:00 

East Building 122               Robinson Hall B, 

B377D              

 

 

Course Description 
In 1919, Germany boasted one of the world’s most progressive democratic 

constitutions, was one of the first countries to grant women’s suffrage, was ruled 

by one of the world’s oldest and largest socialist parties, and was a global haven 

for gay men and lesbians. Less than fifteen years later, it had become a fascist 

state that would murder millions of Jews, alongside queer people, the 

handicapped, leftists, and the Roma people. At the core of modern Germany’s 

history is the question of the place of outsiders: was Germany a country that 

welcomed them, or was it one that sought to expel and even exterminate 

them? 

  

This course looks at these questions from the mid-nineteenth century, when many 

of them began to bubble up from the democratic movements that swept 

Europe in 1848, until the present. We will explore Germany through the so-called 
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Second Empire of Bismarck, the first and Second World Wars, the Nazi 

dictatorship, and its divided legacy in the Cold War. 

 

Course Goals + Expectations 
Although I will give short lectures in each session, the primary focus of the course 

will be the discussion of primary sources. Through these discussions and your 

written assignments each week, this course aims not only to introduce you to the 

German past, but also to hone your analytical skills, your writing abilities, and 

your rhetorical faculties. The course’s focus on everyday life and on marginalized 

groups should equip you to think and engage critically with the world around 

you.  

 

The reading load each week is substantial, but manageable. We will read dense, 

significant, but usually shorter texts to stimulate discussion. You will be asked to 

write 200-300 words each week responding to the readings and lecture, along 

with two longer papers over the course of the semester. The class will go on a 

field trip mid-semester to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, 

D.C. 

 

Required Texts 
These books can be purchased used on Amazon for around $40. They will also 

be held on library reserve. All other readings are both available online and will 

be provided to you as hard copies.  

 

1. Peter Fritzsche, Germans into Nazis (used from $7.50) 

2. A Woman in Berlin: Eight Days in a Conquered City (used from $2.99) 

3. Hans Massaquoi, Destined to Witness (used from $6.48) 

4. Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz (used from $3.92) 

5. Emine Sevgi Ozdamar, The Bridge of the Golden Horn (used from $10.53) 

6. Christa Wolf, Cassandra (translated by Jan Van Heurck) (used from $0.25) 

7. Jenny Erpenbeck, Go, Went, Gone (used from $7.44) 

 

 

Schedule 
 

Week 1: The Origins of the Other 

August 26 | Introduction to Modern Germany 

**No readings for our first meeting**  

 

August 28 | Socialism + The Revolutions of 1848 

Karl Marx, The Communist Manifesto, 14-27 and 34 

 

**No weekly writing assignment** 

 

Week 2: German Unification  

https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/Manifesto.pdf
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September 2 | **Labor Day — No Class** 

 

September 4 | German Unification 

The Pulpit Law  

“Women’s Right to Vote”  

The Anti-Socialist Law  

Description of Working-Class Life in Berlin and Dresden 

 

Week 3: The German Empire  

September 9 | Imperialism at Home and Abroad 

August Bebel, Against Colonial Policy in German East Africa 

Society for German Colonization, Founding Manifesto 

Does Germany Need Colonies? 

German Conservatives’ Antisemitism 

 Maria Konopnicka, “Rota” (“The Oath”) 

 

September 11 | Social and Cultural Change  

Magnus Hirschfeld, Berlin’s Third Sex, excerpts [Blackboard] 

German Expressionism, MoMA (Read ‘Early Influences, Brücke, and Der 

Blaue Reiter) 

 

** Mechanics of Writing Workshop**  

 

Week 4: World War I  

September 16 | The Spirit of 1914  

Peter Fritzsche, Germans into Nazis, 11-82 

The Socialists Support the War 

Friedrich Meinecke, The German Catastrophe 

 

September 18 | Total War 

Westfront 1918 [Course Screening] 

Weekly Rations 

 

Week 5: Postwar Revolutions 

September 23 | Communist and Conservative Revolutions 

Rosa Luxemburg, Order Prevails in Berlin  

On the Kapp Putsch  

The Stab in the Back Myth 

 Ernst Toller, I was a German, chapters 6 + 7 [Blackboard]  

 

September 25 | The Democratic Settlement 

Weimar Constitution, Articles 20-22, 48, 109-124 

Treaty of Versailles, Articles 1, 22, 42-47, 119, 159-163, 231-235 

Letter about the “Black Shame”  

 

http://ghdi.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=669
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=1762
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=1843
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=1765
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm%3Fdocument_id=1870
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=667
http://ghdi.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=1867
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=758
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rota_(poem)#Text_and_translation
https://www.moma.org/s/ge/curated_ge/styles/early_influences.html
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=816
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=821
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNKmDf0MmsU
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm?image_id=1731
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm?image_id=1731
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=4051
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=3829
http://www.zum.de/psm/weimar/weimar_vve.php
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/us-treaties/bevans/m-ust000002-0043.pdf
https://blackcentraleurope.com/sources/1914-1945/louis-brody-on-black-germans-and-the-black-shame-1921/
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**Paper #1 Due noon, September 27—No Weekly Writing 

Assignment** 
 

Week 6: The Weimar Era 

September 30 | Weimar Culture: The Outsider Inside 

The Threepenny Opera [Course Screening]  

 

October 2 | The Dark Side of Weimar 

M [Course Screening] 

Siegfried Krakauer, The Mass Ornament [Blackboard] 

Otto Dix, Skat Players  

 

Week 7: Nazism 

October 7 | The Rise of National Socialism 

Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, excerpts [Blackboard]  

Peter Fritzsche, Germans in Nazis, 83-132  

Election Posters: Nazi (1928, 1932, 1933), Center (1930), Social Democratic 

(1932)  

 

October 9 | Life under Fascism 

Hans Massaquoi, Destined to Witness: Growing up Black in Nazi Germany 

 

** Midterm Exam Due 5pm, October 11—No Weekly Writing 

Assignment** 

 
Week 8: The Holocaust + World War II 

**October 15** | Early Victims 

Pierre Seel, Liberation was for Others: Memoirs of a Gay survivor of the Nazi 

Holocaust, excerpts [Blackboard] 

Edith Sheffer, Asperger’s Children, Chapters 5 [Blackboard] 

 

October 16 | The Final Solution 

Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz  

 

Week 9: The End of the War 

October 21 | Total Destruction  

A Woman in Berlin: Eight Days in a Conquered City 
 

October 23 | ** Fieldtrip to U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum** 
 

Week 10: The Postwar Settlement 

October 28 | The Postwar Refugee Crisis 

Hannah Arendt, We Refugees 

Report on Housing in Aachen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eUgkrlL8GkE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJ6Z8jn-BQQ
mailto:http://ghdi.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm%3Fimage_id=4212
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm?image_id=4075
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm?image_id=4076
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm?image_id=2097
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm?image_id=4061
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_image.cfm?image_id=4074
https://www.jus.uio.no/smr/om/aktuelt/arrangementer/2015/arendt-we-refugees.pdf
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=4462
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“30,000 People are walking on Igelit Sandals” 

 

October 30 | Socialists in Power: East German Authoritarianism   

Christa Wolf, Cassandra 

 

Week 11: Life in West Germany 

November 4 | No Experiments! West Germany’s New Conservatism 

Ralf Dahrendorf, Society and Democracy in Germany, 328-347 

[Blackboard] 

Franz-Josef Wuermling, Motherhood Speech  

West Germany’s Basic Law 

 

November 7 | **No Class — Get a head start reading Ozdamar’s Novel** 

 

Week 12: Social Change in both Germanies 

November 11 | Sexual (R)evolution in the two Germanies 

 “Free love and women,” Deutsche Welle 

“Gay Liberation behind the Iron Curtain,” Boston Review 

“Why Women Had Better Sex Under Socialism,” The New York Times 

 

**How to Write an Op-Ed Workshop**  

 
November 13 | Migration into Germany 

Emine Sevgi Ozdamar, The Bridge of the Golden Horn 

 

Week 13: Détente + The Fall of Communism 

November 18 | The New Internationalism 

Willy Brandt, Speech to the Bundestag  

Erich Honecker, “Unity of Social and Economic Policy”  

Helsinki Accords, 1-VII 

 

November 20 | East Germany’s Alternative Movements  

 Jürgen Lemke, Gay Voices from East Germany, selections [Blackboard] 

 

**Paper #2 Due noon, November 22—No Weekly Writing 

Assignment** 
 

Week 14: After the Cold War  

November 25 |  The Fall of the Wall and Reunification 

We Were the People: Voices from East Germany’s Revolutionary Autumn 

of 1989, 35-96 + 140-194 [Blackboard] 

 

November 27 | **No Class: Thanksgiving Recess** 

 

Week 15: Immigration + The New Right 

December 2 | The Welcome Culture and Germany’s Immigration Crisis 

http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=4466
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=4538
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=2858
https://www.dw.com/en/free-love-and-women-the-sexual-revolution-50-years-on/a-45118939
http://bostonreview.net/gender-sexuality/samuel-clowes-huneke-gay-liberation-behind-iron-curtain
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/12/opinion/why-women-had-better-sex-under-socialism.html
https://www.cvce.eu/content/publication/1999/1/1/ad70d046-ab2d-463a-bf8e-9391078d25f9/publishable_en.pdf
http://ghdi.ghi-dc.org/sub_document.cfm?document_id=930
http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/osce/basics/finact75.htm
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Jenny Erpenbeck, Go, Went, Gone 

 

December 4 | The Rise of the AfD 

** No Readings Today ** 

 

**No Weekly Writing Assignment** 
 

 
**Final Exam: Wednesday, December 11, 10:30-13:15, Location TBA** 

 

 

Course Information 
 
Grading 

Participation—20%  

Weekly Papers—20% 

Paper # 1—15% 

Midterm Exam—10% 

Paper # 2—15% 

Final Exam—20% 

 

Attendance & Participation 
Each session will consist of both lecture and discussion. Participation in discussion 

will be worth 20% of your final grade. Attendance, which will be taken at the start 

of class, will account for 20% of your participation grade and performance in 

discussion will account for the remaining 80%. In other words, participation is a 

significant component of your course performance. More than two absences will 

severely affect your participation grade, and insufficient attendance will result in 

failure of the course. If you have a prolonged illness or a personal situation that 

might lead to more than two absences, you should contact me in advance. 

 

It is critical that you actively engage in the discussion of readings. Come to class 

prepared to make comments, express opinions, and ask questions that will move 

discussion forward. Actions that will adversely affect your participation grade 

include absences from class, coming to class unprepared, and displaying a lack 

of respect for your classmates.  

 

Please do not hesitate to check in with me throughout the semester to discuss 

your in-class participation should you have any questions or concerns. 

 

Tests + Assignments 
Weekly Writing 
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You will write a short reaction to one of the week’s readings. These submissions 

should be one paragraph in length, approximately 200-300 words, and in no 

event more than one page double-spaced. It should focus on something that 

you find interesting, perplexing, or important in one of the week’s readings, tying 

it into broader themes from lecture. Ideally, you will have an argument in each 

of these reactions, supported by one or two citations from the text that you have 

chosen to analyze. Due 5pm Wednesday each week unless otherwise noted. 

20% of your final grade (2% per week x 10 weeks).  

 

Paper # 1: First-Person Paper 
Write a 1000-word paper from the first-person perspective of someone who lived 

through one of the periods we have discussed thus far. You might write it from 

the perspective of a union worker helping to organize the Social Democratic 

Party in the 1880s. Or you might write it from the perspective of a female author 

who moved to Berlin at the turn of the century. This is a creative assignment, but 

also analytical. It should reflect on historical events realistically, accurately, and 

thoughtfully. It should not only describe aspects of life, culture, and politics in 

Germany, but should also advance some argument. Your essay must include 

citations from lecture and readings (i.e., showing from where you have drawn 

information and inspiration). Due noon on September 27. 15% of your final grade.  

 

Midterm Exam 
This exam will consist of essays that will ask you to reflect on significant questions 

regarding material in the first seven weeks. The exam will be distributed on 

October 9 and will be due by 5pm on October 11. 10% of your final grade.  
 

 

Paper #2: Op-Ed 
Choose a topic within German history (outside of Nazism) that sheds light on 

some contemporary problem. You will write an 800-word op-ed arguing how and 

why this person, element, episode, or concept from the German past helps us 

understand something in our present day. These opinion pieces should be 

thoroughly cited and may require you to do some reading from beyond the 

syllabus. We will have a workshop on writing op-eds on November 11. Due noon 

on November 22. 15% of your final grade.  
 

Final Exam 
The final exam will consist of identification, short answer, and essay sections. It will 

cover materials from both lecture and readings over the entire semester. 

Wednesday, December 11, 10:30-13:15. Location TBA. 20% of your final grade.  

 

Writing Assessment  
Your writing will be evaluated for its argumentation, style, and mechanical 

consistency. In each of your assignments you must advance and support clear 

interpretations of primary sources and demonstrate an understanding of how 

these interpretations relate to the arguments of secondary sources we read. You 
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should endeavor to write in a clear, readable style. Your writing must be free of 

typographical and grammatical errors. In each of these three areas, I will work 

with you throughout the semester to improve your writing. One of the primary 

goals of this course is the development of each student’s writing abilities.  

 

Office Hours 
Please feel free to come to my office hours to discuss any concerns, questions, or 

conundrums. I’m happy to discuss the course, writing, history, or academic work 

more generally. 

 

Digital Communication 
I will communicate with you using your Mason email address. Please check it 

regularly.  
 

Writing Resources 
George Mason’s Writing Center is an excellent place to get help on your writing 

at all levels. I encourage all of you to make use of their writing tutors when 

working on written assignments throughout the semester.  

 

Submissions and Extensions 
Failure to complete any one graded assignment will result in a failing grade for 

the semester. 

 

Late submissions will be penalized 1/3 grade per day. (An A- becomes a B+, for 

instance). You may request short-term extensions on assignments up to 24 hours 

before the due date, which I will evaluate on a case-by-case basis.  

 

Electronic Devices 
The use of laptop computers is not allowed in class. All phones and other 

electronic devices must be set on silent and put away.  

 

Special Needs 
Students with disabilities or other special needs will receive all appropriate 

accommodations. Please email me or speak to me after class if you require any 

such accommodation.  

 

Diversity + Inclusion 
This course strives to promote a culture of inclusion and belonging where diverse 

opinions, backgrounds, and practices have the opportunity to be voiced, heard 

and respected, consistent with Mason’s Diversity Statement. 

 

https://stearnscenter.gmu.edu/purpose-and-mission/mason-diversity-statement/
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I will use whatever name and pronoun/s by which you wish to be addressed. You 

should feel free to introduce yourself in this way in class or to speak to me in 

private if you would prefer. 

 

Title IX 
Notice of mandatory reporting of sexual assault, interpersonal violence, and 

stalking: As a faculty member, I am designated as a “Responsible Employee,” 

and must report all disclosures of sexual assault, interpersonal violence, and 

stalking to Mason’s Title IX Coordinator per University Policy 1202. If you wish to 

speak with someone confidentially, please contact one of Mason’s confidential 

resources, such as Student Support and Advocacy Center (SSAC) at 703-380-

1434 or Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) at 703-993-2380. You may 

also seek assistance from Mason’s Title IX Coordinator by calling 703-993-8730, or 

emailing titleix@gmu.edu.  

 

Honor Code 
All students are responsible for understanding and complying with the George 

Mason Honor Code. For details, see https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/  

 

 

 

mailto:titleix@gmu.edu
https://oai.gmu.edu/mason-honor-code/

