Introduction to Criminology
CRIM 210 Section 002
Spring 2019
Fridays 10:30 a.m. ( 1:10 p.m.
Exploratory Hall L003
Instructor: Judith A. McDonald, Ph.D.
E-mail: jmcdon@gmu.edu
Office Hours: There are no office hours; the professor is available by appointment or before and after class
Course Description
This course will review what we know, and just as importantly, what we don’t know about why there is crime.  More specifically, this course explores and evaluates how crime is defined and measured, and examines crime patterns and trends. Also, this course provides an overview and critical assessment of the major theories of crime causation, ranging from biological/biosocial, psychological, sociological, and cultural explanations. These theories will be discussed in relation to crime prevention, crime control, policy development, and criminal justice practices. 
Course Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:
· Describe the major traditional and contemporary criminological theories and assess their respective ability to explain the nature and distribution of crime
· Understand the historical development of criminological theory and its impact on public policy
· Appreciate the difficulties in determining the cause of crime, given the complexities of human behavior, as well as the wide variety of crimes that exist
· Reflect an understanding of the vast difference between correlation and causation, and the processes used to determine causation in the scientific study of crime
· Comprehend the nature and significance of race, gender, ethnic, cultural, and class issues as they pertain to the theoretical understanding of offenders and victims
· Understand the theoretical implications for prevention and intervention policies
· Engage in critical thinking and communicate effectively
· Begin to understand the issue of ethical decision-making
Required Text

Bundle: Schram, Pamela J. and Stephen G. Tibbetts, Introduction to Criminology 2nd edition (2018) Loose-leaf and Schram, Introduction to Criminology 2e IEB. Sage Publications, ISBN: 9781506379555

Course Requirements
Examinations: There will be three (3) written examinations. Each exam will be worth up to 25 points (for a total of 75 points). Each exam will be administered in class and will cover material from the readings, discussions, lectures, activities and/or assignments. Therefore, students are responsible for any material in the readings that is not covered in class. The exams may contain multiple choice, true/false, short answer, and/or essay questions. These examinations will measure a student’s understanding of the course content. 
Options: Students must choose one (1) of the following two (2) options. Each option is worth up to 25 points.

Option 1

Comprehensive Examination. This exam will be comprehensive (i.e., will cover material from the entire semester). The exam will be administered during the final exam week (Friday, May 10th). The exam may contain multiple choice, true/false, short answer, and/or essay questions.
Option 2 

Paper. The paper should be between 5 - 7 double-spaced pages in length (not including your title page). The paper is due on the last day of this course (Friday, May 3rd).
First, you are required to choose a single theoretical perspective on crime from the textbook (e.g. social control, social learning, general strain, social disorganization routine activities). Briefly explain the theory you have chosen. 
Second, for the theory you have selected, you are required to write an evaluation paper according to the following criteria:

I. Scope and Parsimony of the theory

(5 points)
II. The Root Cause of Crime


(5 points)
III. Testability




(5 points)
IV. Usefulness




(5 points)
V. Major weakness



(5 points)
Grade: The final grade you earn will be based on the combined grades earned for each of the course requirements outlined above

Three Examinations




75 points

Paper or Comprehensive Exam


25 points







100 points

Final letter grades will be based on the following percentages.
95% - 100% = A
90% - 94% = A-

87% - 89% = B+
83% - 86% = B
80% - 82% = B-

77% - 79% = C+
73% - 76% = C
70% - 72% = C-

60 – 69% = D

< 59% = F
Course Policies

Examinations:  Make-up exams will generally not be given except for excused absences. Excused absences include documented serious illness or family emergencies and/or absences pre-approved by the instructor. 
Attendance:  In order to successfully master this topic, students are expected to attend class, arrive on time, and be prepared to participate in class activities and discussions. Class preparation requires that readings be completed prior to the class for which they are assigned. 
Policy Regarding Academic Integrity: The University expects students to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity (please see George Mason University Honor Code). Plagiarism, cheating, lying and stealing are all prohibited. If you have any questions about plagiarism or scholarly standards please ask. Violations of the Honor Code will be reported to the Office of Academic Integrity (oai.gmu.edu).
Special Accommodations: Please see me privately at the beginning of the first class with documentation regarding any special accommodations you will need due to a disability, which has been approved by the Office of Disability Resources. Additionally, documentation for special consideration for religious or athletic purposes should be brought to the attention of the professor at the first class or as soon as possible.
Classroom Civility:  The issues, topics, and examples we will be discussing and the exercises that we participate in may touch on deeply rooted personal beliefs and ideologies. I trust that we can all discuss these topics in a manner that would not cause harm to any of our fellow classmates. If at any point you feel threatened, attacked, or uncomfortable please come talk to me so that we may remedy the situation as quickly as possible. I am very excited about this semester and this course, and hope that together we will achieve all the goals we set for ourselves.
Enrollment Statement: Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in this class. Schedule adjustments should be made by the deadlines published in the “Schedule of Classes” (available from the Registrar’s Website at https://registrar.gmu.edu). 

Last Day to Add
Tuesday, January 29
Last Day to Drop
Thursday, February 14
After the last day to drop a class, withdrawing from this class requires the approval of the dean and is only allowed for nonacademic reasons. Undergraduate students may choose to exercise a selective withdrawal. See the Schedule of Classes for Selective withdrawal procedures. 
Other Policies: 
· Class starts promptly at 10:30 a.m.; please make every effort to be on time.

· When class begins, private conversations will cease.

· Many students own a number of devices that may make any number of noises. If you happen to own and carry with you such a device please be kind enough to turn it off while in this class. 

· Cell phones and any other electronic devices may not be used during an examination.

Course Schedule and Reading Assignments
Please note that the following schedule is subject to revision

Friday, January 25

Introductions, Review of Syllabus and Course Requirements,

Introduction to Criminology (chapter 1)
Friday, February 1

Measuring Crime (chapter 2)
Friday, February 8

The Classical School of Criminological Thought (chapter 3)
Friday, February 15
Contemporary Classical and Deterrence Research (chapter 4)
Friday, February 22
Examination 1;Early Positivism: Biological Theories of Crime (chapter 5)
Friday, March 1

Modern Biosocial Perspectives of Criminal Behavior (chapter 6
Friday, March 8
Psychological/Trait Theories of Crime (chapter 7)
Friday, March 15

Spring Break
Friday, March 22
Social Structure Theories of Crime I (chapter 8)
Friday, March 29
Examination 2; Social Structure Theories of Crime II (chapter 9)
Friday, April 5
Social Process and Control Theories of Crime (chapter 10)
Friday, April 12 
Labeling Theory and Conflict/Marxist/Radical Theories of Crime (chapter 11); Feminist Theories of Crime (chapter 12)
Friday, April 19
Developmental/Life-Course Perspectives of Criminality (chapter 13)
Friday, April 26
Hate Crimes, Mass Murder, Terrorism, and Homeland Security (chapter 15); Drugs and Crime (chapter 16)
Friday, May 3


Wrap-up; Examination 3; Paper Due
Friday, May 10

Comprehensive Examination
